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Department  op  Public  Instruction',  ) 

Harrisburg,  December  2,  1875.    ) 

To  His  Excellency  John  F.  Hartranft, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania : 
Str  : — In  compliance  with  the  requirements  ®f  law,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit,  herewith,  thQ  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  ©f  PabHc  In- 
struction, for  the  year  ending  June  1,  1875 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania : 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  law,  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 

It  will  show  that  the  system  adopted  for  the  education  of  the  children  of 
the  people  has  become  an  inierest  of  vast  magnitude,  both  in  respect  to  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  youth  who  partake  of  its  benefits,  and  to  the 
number  of  officials  employed  and  the  amount  of  money  raised  and  expended 
in  carrying  on  its  work  ;  that  the  rapidity  of  its  growth  within  the  last  few 
years  has  been  almost  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  this  or  any  other 
country,  and  that  its  results  have  become  so  productive  of  good  to  society, 
and  its  perpetuity  so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  State,  as  to  make  it 
an  object  worthy  the  generous  support  of  the  Legislature,  and  a  source  of 
just  pride  to  every  patriotic  Pennsylvanian. 

GENERAL  STATEMENT. 

Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State 2  ,089 

Number  of  schools 17  ,092 

Number  of  graded  schools 5  ,625 

Number  of  school  directors 13  ,825 

Number  of  superintendents 87 

Number  of  teachers 19  ,880 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month $41  07 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month 34  09 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months 6.85 

Number  of  pupils 890  ,073 

Average  number  of  pupils 551 ,848 

Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  registered,  .  62 

Average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil .92 
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Cost  of  tuition  for  the  year $4  ,746  ,815  52 

Cost  of  building,  purchasing  and  renting 

school  houses 2  ,059  ,464  83 

Cost  of  fuel,  contingencies,  debt  and  inter- 
est paid 2  ,448  ,315  78 


Total  cost  for  tuition,  building,  fuel  and  contingencies ....  $9 ,254 ,656  13 

Total  cost,  including  expenditures  of  all  kinds 9  ,363  ,927  07 

Total  State  appropriations 1 ,000  ,000  00 

Estimated  value  of  school  property 24 ,260  ,789  00 


To  the  $9,363,927  07  named  above,  there  should  be  added  $77,324  32, 
increased  expenditure  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  not  included  in  the  sum- 
mary ;  $85,815  84  expended  for  Normal  schools,  and  $423,693  76  expended 
in  support  of  the  soldiers'  orphan  schools,  to  obtain  the  full  sum  of  $9,950,- 
760  99,  expended  for  all  school  purposes  during  the  school  year  1875. 

The  changes  in  the  most  important  items  of  our  school  statistics,  as  com- 
pared with  last  year,  are  as  follows  : 

Increase  in  number  of  districts 18 

Increase  in  number  of  schools 450 

Increase  in  number  of  graded  schools 39 

Increase  in  number  of  school  districts 75 

Increase  in  number  of  teachers 553 

Decrease  in  the  average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month,  $1  88 

Decrease  in  the  average  salaiy  of  female  teachers  per  month,  178 

Increase  in  average  length  of  school  term 2f  days. 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils 39  ,299 

Increase  in  average  number  of  pupils 8  ,822 

Increase  in  cost  of  tuition $219,567  49 

Increase  in  cost  of  buildings,  fuel,  contingencies,  &c 297  ,158  76 

Increase  in  cost  of  expenditures  of  all  kinds 541 ,941  62 


The  only  discouraging  item  in  this  statement  is  the  decrease  in  teachers' 
salaries,  accounted  for  by  the  prevailing  stringency  in  financial  affairs. 
The  fact,  however,  that  the  expenditures  for  school  purposes  during  the  past 
year  were  more  than  a  half  a  million  of  dollars  greater  than  ever  before 
abundantly  proves  that  our  people  are  willing  to  support  their  schools,  lib- 
erally, notwithstanding  the  hard  times.  The  increase  in  the  length  of  term, 
in  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  schools  and  in  the  average  attendance  of 
pupils  is  very  gratifying. 
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As  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  friends  of  education,  I  present  in  this  con- 
nection a  table  showing  the  educational  growth  of  the  State  during  the 
past  decade : 

TABLE — SHOWING   THE   EDUCATIONAL   GROWTH    IN    THE    PAST   TEN    YEARS. 
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In  their  proper  place,  will  be  found  full  financial  and  statistical  statements, 
concerning  the  condition  of  our  schools  during  the  past  year.  Their  pre- 
paration has  cost  much  labor,  and  all  interested  in  the  work  of  education 
can  study  them  with  profit. 


REPORTS. 


The  report  of  Prof.  Robert  Curry,  Deputy  State  Superintendent,  hereunto 
appended,  is  a  carefully  prepared  paper,  treating  mainly  of  Normal  Schools 
and  Teachers'  Institutes.  Its  well  meant  comments  and  criticisms  are 
suggestive  of  improvement. 

The  reports  of  the  county,   city  and  borough  superintendents,  and  the 
principals  of  the  several  State  Normal  Schools  give  in  detail  an  account  of 
the  educational  work  done  during  the  year,  and  show  the  present  condition 
of  the  important  interests  in  their  charge. 

No  report  is  directly  received  by  this  department  from  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, but  the  report  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Education 
to  the  body  over  which  he  presides,  answers  the  same  purpose.  In  hi;? 
late  report,  the  Hon.  M.  Hall  Stanton,  thus  speaks  of  a  cause,  heretofor 


x  FORTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

pointed  out  in  the  reports  of  this  Department,  which  does  much  to  cripple 
the  working  of  the  school  system  of  Philadelphia,  and  exists  nowhere 
else  in  the  State  : 

"  It  is  suggested  to  my  mind — and  I  know  the  same  thought  has  occurred 
to  each  of  you — that  the  moneys  for  school  purposes  derived  from  the  an- 
nual apportionment  of  taxation  should  flow  into  a  distinct  fund,  to  be 
drawn  from  at  the  discretion  and  judgment  of  this  board ;  and  in  saying 
this,  I  would  not,  by  the  slightest  inference,  reflect  in  the  smallest  degree 
ipon  the  action  of  select  and  common  councils  of  this  city,  which  are  by 
aw  invested  with  the  sole  power  of  granting  appropriations.  It  is  impos- 
sible for  them  to  have  as  fine  a  conception  of  the  peculiar  needs  of  this  de- 
partment as  ourselves.  They  do  not  at  all  times  estimate  correctly  the 
importance  of  the  new  methods  we  are  compelled  to  devise  if  we  would 
have  a  proper  advancement  in  studies.  They  doubt  the  expediency  of 
appropriations  to  carry  them  out,  and  leave  us  with  our  hands  tied.  The 
result  very  often  is,  that  popular  instruction,  if  not  retarded,  does  not  ad- 
vance as  it  should  in  a  city  which  has  the  name,  more  than  any  other,  of 
loing  the  fullest  justice  to  its  youth.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  should,  as 
the  Board  of  Public  Education,  be  invested  by  legislative  authority,  with 
the  sole  responsibility  of  administering  the  fund  set  apart  out  of  the  re- 
ceipts from  general  taxation  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  cause  of  com- 
mon school  instruction,  or  accruing  from  a  special  tax  levied  for  that  pur- 
pose. If  the  people  have  sufficient  confidence  in  our  ability  to  entrust  us 
with  the  education  of  their  children — a  trust  which  exceeds  all  others  in 
the  importance  of  its  results — they  have  a  like  confidence  in  our  integrity 
to  properly  and  honestly,  with  untrammelled  hands,  use  the  means  pro- 
vided for  that  object.  Believing  this  to  be  a  matter  which  seriously  affects 
this  department,  I  commend  to  your  careful  consideration  the  propriety  of 
-■curing  such  legislative  action  as  may  give  us  a  more  complete  control 
over  it,  in  order  that  it  may  obtain  the  greatest  usefulness.'' 

DISTRICT  YL N A  N( '  ES. 

Complaint  is  still  made  that  the  financial  accounts  of  many  boards  of 
school  directors  are  badly  kept,  and  in  a  few  instances  it  has  been  boldly 
■charged  that  taxes  raised  and  moneys  appropriated  by  the  State  for  school 
purposes  have  been  fraudulently  withheld  or  misused  by  those  handling 
them.  No  punishment  can  be  too  severe  for  such  faithless  officers,  and  all 
good  citizens  should  aid  in  bringing  them  to  justice.  Superintendents 
should  examine  with  great  care  the  financial  statements  of  the  districts 
placed  in  their  hands,  and  forward  no  reports  to  the  school  department 
that  are  of  questionable  accuracy.  This  is  a  duty  the  law  enjoins  upon 
them,  and  it  should  be  fearlessly  discharged. 
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PUBLISHING  DISTRICT  ACCOUNTS. 

The  people  have  a  right  to  know  in  all  cases  how  their  money  has  been 
expended.  The  publication  of  the  accounts  of  public  officers  tends  to 
quicken  their  sense  of  responsibility  and  to  promote  economy  in  the  busi- 
ness connected  with  their  trusts.  Hence,  by  the  act  of  April  11,  1862, 
section  18,  P.  L.  475,  it  was  provided  that,  "It  shall  be  the  duty  of  tin- 
board  of  directors  to  publish  an  annual  statement  of  the  amount  of  moneys 
received  and  expended  and  the  amount  due  from  collectors,  and  setting 
forth  all  the  financial  operations  of  the  district  in  not  less  than  ten  written 
or  printed  hand-bills  to  be  put  up  in  the  most  public  places  in  the  district." 
Section  6,  of  the  act  of  April  20,  1874,  P.  L.,  68,  also  applies  to  school 
districts  as  follows  :  "  The  corporate  authorities  of  every  such  municipali- 
ty or  district  shall,  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  prepare  and  publish 
in  at  least  two  newspapers  of  said  municipality  or  of  the  county  in  which 
the  same  is  situate,  if  so  many  be  printed  therein,  a  statement  showing  in 
detail  the  actual  indebtedness,  the  amount  of  the  funded  debt,  the  amount 
of  the  floating  debt  thereof,  the  valuation  of  taxable  property  therein,  the 
assets  of  the  corporation  with  the  character  and  nature  thereof,  and  the 
date  of  maturity  of  the  respective  forms  of  funded  debt  thereof,  and  a 
neglect  or  failure  so  to  do  shall  be  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  by  fine  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars."  In  addition  to.  this  the  township  audi- 
tors are  required  b}7  the  act  of  April  24,  1874,  P.  L.  112,  under  the  penalty 
of  a  fine  of  twenty  dollars  each,  to  publish  an  annual  statement  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  school  directors.  The  following  is  section  2,  of  this 
act:  "That  the  auditors  of  the  several  townships  and  boroughs  within 
this  Commonwealth  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  publish,  by  post- 
ing hand-bills,  either  printed  or  written,  in  at  least  five  public  places  within 
their  respective  townships  or  boroughs,  an  itemized  annual  statement  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  borough  councils,  road  commissioners, 
supervisors,  overseers  of  the  poor  and  school  directors  for  the  year  preced- 
ing the  annual  settlement  for  their  respective  districts ;  said  hand-bills  to 
be  posted  within  ten  days  after  such  settlement ;  and  further  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  said  auditors  to  file  a  copy  of  the  same  with  the  town  clerk  in  their 
respective  districts,  and  also  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  session? 
which  shall  be  at  all  times  subject  to  inspection  by  any  citizen  thereo    ' 

Now,  it  is  evident  to  any  business  man  that  these  several  publications 
containing  in  good  measure  the  same  matter  are  cumbrous,  unnecessary, 
expensive  and  require  a  large  amount  of  work  which  is  wholly  without 
profit.  After  the  auditing  of  their  accounts  annually,  on  the  first  Monday 
of  June,  school  boards  should  be  required  to  publish  them  as  approved  by 
the  proper  auditors  in  sufficient  detail  to  enable  every  intelligent  citizen 
to  understand  them,  including  the  debt  of  the  district,  &c,  as  provided 
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for  by  the  act  of  April  20,  1874  A  copy  of  this  statement  should  be  sent 
with  ttie  district  report  to  the  proper  superintendent  as  a  guide  to  him  in 
giving  it  his  approval  Such  a  publication  is  entirely  sufficient  for  all 
practical  purposes,  and  all  laws  requiring  others  should  be  repealed.  A 
bill  correcting  the  present  clumsy  and  confusing  legislation  on  the  subject 
made  some  progress  in  the  House  of  Representatives  last  winter,  and  will, 
if  allowed  to  become  a  law,  accomplish  the  desired  object. 


CORNPLANTER  IN DIANS. 

The  Cornplanter  Indians  received  as  usual  the  $300  appropriated  by  the 
Legislature  to  keep  open  a  school  for  their  children.  The  school  house  is 
in  good  condition,  and  the  school  is  reported  to  have  worked  well.  Some 
twenty-five  children  attend  it.  The  girls  are  taught  sewing  and  knitting 
in  addition  to  the  elementary  scholastic  branches. 

FACTS  FoR  DIRECTORS. 

The  most  elaborate  among  the  statistical  tables  appended  to  this  report, 
is  statement  N,  showing  the  condition  and  working  of  the  system  as  ex- 
hibited by  the  reports  of  the  county  and  city  superintendents.  Its  figures 
do  not  express  exact  facts,  but  they  are  approximations  to  the  truth.  And 
what  a  story  they  tell,  among  many  good  things,  of  neglected  school 
grounds  ;  of  school  houses  unfit  for  use,  badly  ventilated  or  without  suit- 
able private  accommodations  for  the  children  ;  of  injurious  furniture  and 
scanty  supplies  of  apparatus  for  purposes  of  instruction  ;  of  schools  that 
need  grading  ;  of  teachers  that  are  poorly  qualified  ;  of  directors  that  fail 
to  visit  the  schools  of  which  they  have  charge.  Year  by  year,  it  is  true, 
these  evils  grow  less,  but  the  movement  onward  seems  very  slow.  Let 
but  school  directors  all  over  the  State  study  this  table,  and  progress  will 
hereafter  be  more  rapid. 

INTERESTING  TABLES. 

Statement  0  shows  the  educational  statistics  for  the  year,  of  all  our  cities 
and  towns  having  more  than  five  thousand  inhabitants.  It  is  especially 
valuable  for  the  purpose  of  comparison. 

statement  P  tells,  in  figures,  the  story  of  the  teachers'  institutes.  An  in- 
stitute was  held  in  every  county  in  the  State.  The  aggregate  attendance 
of  teachers  was  13,863,  and  probably  they  were  attended  by  as  many  per- 
sons, in  addition,  who  were  not  teachers.     The  cost  of  these   institutes  to 
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the  several  counties,  was  about  $10,000.  The  Philadelphia  institute  re- 
ceived $3,000  out  of  the  State  appropriation  to  the  city.  In  addition,  the 
teachers  contributed  out  of  their  own  funds  about  $8,000  to  sustain  them. 
When  well  managed,  they  are  a  very  valuable  agenc}7  in  the  work  of  edu- 
cational reform. 

Statements  R  and  S  present  the  usual  statistics  concerning  our  acade- 
mies and  colleges.  Statement  T  has  been  compiled  from  various  sources, 
and  shows  partially  the  statistics  of  scientific  and  professional  instruction 
in  the  State. 

NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

We  have  now  ten  State  Normal  schools  in  active  operation.  A  new  one 
located  at  the  borough  of  Indiana,  was  recognized  as  a  State  institution  on 
the  first  day  of  June  last.  The  school  at  Lock  Haven,  weighed  down  by 
financial  difficulties,  makes  slow  progress.  It  is  expected  that  it  will  be 
ready  to  open  next  summer.  A  few  days  after  the  commencement  of  its 
fall  session,  the  fine  boarding  hall  of  the  Bloomsburg  school  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  loss  was  about  $60,000  and  the  insurance  $30,000.  The  ca- 
lamity fell  very  heavily  upon  the  school,  but  its  trustees  and  friends  at  once 
heroically  resolved  to  rebuild  the  burnt  building,  and  the  work  is  now  in 
rapid  progress. 

The  following  figures,  for  the  past  year,  show  that  the  Normal  schools 
are  becoming  an  interest  of  considerable  magnitude  : 

Number  of  professors  and  instructors 114 

Number  of  students 3  ,985 

Number  of  students  in  Normal  schools 3  ,289 

Number  of  graduates 166 

Number  of  students  preparing  to  teach  and  as  student- 
teachers  receiving  State  aid 2  ,201 

Number  of  volumes  in  libraries 14  ,203 

Value  of  property $1,102,880  94 

Expenses  for  improvement,  &c 145  ,590  23 

Total  income  for  the  year  exclusive   of  moneys  received 

from  the  State 294  ,139  04 

Ordinary  expenditures 297  ,198  63 

The  mortgage  debt  of  all  the  schools  is  $190,398  45,  and  the  floating 
debt  $114,481  18.  Some  of  them  suffered  severely  from  the  loss,  the  last 
year,  of  the  usual  appropriation  from  the  State.  It  is  believed  to  be  good 
economy  to  make  liberal  provision  for  them.  We  cannot  have  good  schools 
without  having  goodj  teachers,  and  we  cannot  have  good  teachers  without 
specially  preparing  them. 
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The  State  lias,  under  the  act  of  last  winter,  a  representation  in  each  of 
the  Normal  school  boards  of  trustees,  equal  to  one-third  the  whole  number  ; 
and  by  the  same  act  it  requires  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  all  the  trustees 
present,  at  any  meeting,  to  adopt  any  measure  upon  which  the  ayes  and 
nays  are  called.  This  power  may  be  wielded  to  broaden  our  Normal  school 
policy,  and  save  it  from  the  trammels  of  private  interest. 

PROVISION  FOR  NEGLECTED  CHILDREN. 

A  large  number  of  homes  for  neglected  and  destitute  children  have  been 
stablished  by  different  religious  denominations,  and  by  the  benevolent  in 
Philadelphia,  Pittsburg,  and  the  more  populous  of  our  counties.  The  good 
done  by  these  institutions  is  very  great.  The  number  of  children  cared  for 
in  them,  during  the  past  year,  was  not  less  than  2,500.  Some  of  these  in- 
stitutions have  received  aid  in  the  shape  of  irregular  State  appropriations; 
but,  as  a  whole,  they  have  remained  unorganized  both  as  to  a  definite  ob- 
ject, and  a  well-conceived  method  of  attaining  such  an  object.  They  have 
simply  done  the  work  that  came  to  their  hand,  without  attempting  to  do 
all  that  needed  doing.  Such,  however,  have  been  their  beneficial  results, 
and  so  well  adapted  do  they  seem  to  the  purpose  of  gathering  in  and  caring 
for  the  children  who  are  neglected  and  growing  up  in  ignorance  among  us, 
that  the  friends  of  universal  education  have  come  to  look  to  them,  increased 
in  numbers,  better  organized  and  aided  by  State  or  municipal  appropria^ 
tions,  as  the  best  means  of  doing  a  much  needed  work  beyond  the  reach  of 
our  public  schools.  With  this  view  an  act  was  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature,  entitled  "  An  Act  authorizing  and  regulating  the  making 
of  local  appropriations  to  schools  commonly  known  as  Homes  for  Friend- 
less Children."  This  act  gives  the  courts  of  common  pleas  of  any  county 
the  power,  under  certain  conditions,  to  grant  a  decree  authorizing  and  di- 
recting the  payment  of  sumB  of  money,  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  out  of  the 
county  funds,  for  the  education  and  support  of  friendless  and  destitute  chil- 
dren in  schools  or  homes  established  for  them,  and  places  such  schools  or 
homes  as  may  receive  this  aid  partially  under  the  management  of  said 
courts,  or  of  officers  appointed  by  them.  It  also  provides  "  That  when  any 
such  school  or  institution  has  accepted  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  has 
sufficient  building  capacity,  the  management  thereof  shall  admit  to  the 
benefits  of  any  such  school  or  institution  any  friendless,  destitute  or  vagrant 
child  recommended  for  admission  by  the  board  of  school  directors  of  the 
school  district  in  which  such  child  may  reside  or  be  found,  or  by  the  direc- 
tors of  the  poor  of  any  county  in  which  such  school  or  institution  is  loca- 
ted, guardians  of  the  poor,  overseers  of  the  poor  or  poor  directors,  as  the 
case  may  be,  of  any  city  or  district  included  in  said   county  ;  in  case  any 
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child  is  refused  admission,  the  said  court  of  common  pleas,  on  complaint 
made  thereto  by  any  person  after  due  and  legal  proof  of  such  refusal,  shall 
enjoin  the  payment  of  moneys  out  of  the  county  funds  as  authorized  by 
this  act:  Provided  however,  That  no  child  shall  be  admitted  under  the  age 
of  four  years,  nor  above  the  age  of  sixteen." 

The  passage  of  this  act  clearly  opens  the  way  for  establishing  in  each 
county  of  the  State  needing  such  an  institution,  a  home  where  neglected 
and  destitute  children  can  be  properly  cared  for  at  the  public  expense,  and 
wisely  imposes  upon  boards  of  school  directors,  among  others,  the  duty  of 
looking  up  such  children  in  their  several  districts,  and  sending  them  to 
the  home  provided  for  them.  The  act  has  already  gone  into  effect  in  sev- 
eral counties,  and  though  it  will  need  several  strengthening  amendments, 
and  some  years  may  pass  before  it  goes  into  general  operation  throughout 
the  State,  I  hail  its  passage  as  the  beginning  of  a  most  beneficent  reform. 
It  is  a  most  timely  supplement  to  our  system  of  public  schools. 

In  this  connection,  I  deem  it  proper  also  to  call  the  attention  of  citizens 
and  local  school  officers  to  certain  laws  relating  to  the  employment  of  chil- 
dren, which  seem  to  be  almost  a  dead  letter.  An  act  passed  in  1849,  and 
still  in  force,  provides  that  no  minor  shall  be  employed  in  cotton,  woolen, 
silk,  paper-bagging  or  flax  factories  under  thirteen  years  of  age  ;  that  no 
minor  between  the  ages  of  thirteen  and  sixteen  shall  be  employed  in  said 
factories  for  more  than  nine  months  in  a  year,  or  unless  he  has  attended 
school  at  least  three  consecutive  months  in  that  year,  and  imposes  the  pen- 
alty of  fifty  dollars  fine  for  each  offence  upon  owners,  employers,  parents 
and  guardians  who  violate  the  law. 

An  act  passed  in  1870,  forbids  the  employment  of  boys  under  twelve 
years  of  age  in  mines,  under  penalty  of  imprisonment  and  a  fine  not  exceed? 
ing  $500. 

If  enforced,  these  laws  would  do  much  to  cure  a  great  evil,  and  operating- 
efficiently  in  conjunction  with  the  laws  establishing  homes  for  neglected 
and  destitute  children  above  spoken  of,  they  would  leave  little  to  be  de- 
sired in  the  way  of  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  attendance  at  school. 

THIRTEEN  MILL  SCHOOL  TAX. 

Appended  to  thite  report  will  be  found  a  circular  issued  by  this  Depart- 
ment in  February  last,  upon  the  subject  of  "Taxation  for  the  Support  of 
Schools."  Judge  El  well,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  judicial  district,  had  decided, 
that  since  the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  real  estate  in  1866,  the  maximum  tax 
that  could  be  levied  on  that  species  of  property  must  be  limited  to  ten  mills 
on  the  dollar ;  this  decision  had  created  great  confusion  in  the  collection 
of  school  taxes  in  hundreds  of  districts  throughout  the  State,  and  pending 


xvi  FORTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE 

the  issue  of  the  question  before  the  Supreme  Court,  it  was  thought  judicious 
to  publish  the  circular  above  referred  to  as  the  best  answer  that  could  be 
given  to  the  flood  of  letters  that  came  to  the  Department,  making  inquiries 
as  to  what  should  be  done  when  citizens  refused  to  pay  taxes  for  school 
purposes  in  excess  of  ten  mills.  Fortunately  for  the  school  interests  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  State,  the  Supreme  Court  reversed  the  decision  of  Judge 
Elwell  and  sustained  the  position  held  by  the  School  Department,  that  a 
thirteen  mill  school  tax  might  be  legally  levied  on  all  kinds  of  property. 


ELECTION  OF  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The  eighth  triennial  election  of  superintendents  took  place  in  this  State 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  last.  The  office  of  County  Superintendent  is 
now  a  little  over  twenty-one  years  old.  When  first  established  it  met  with 
great  opposition,  and  now  and  then,  in  localities,  owing  always  to  weak- 
ness or  defects  of  administration,  it  is  still  opposed  ;  but  on  the  whole,  it 
has  triumphantly  sustained  itself,  and  school  supervision,  professional,  close 
and  systematic,  will  remain  a  part  of  the  educational  policy  of  the  State. 
Whenever  a  change  in  our  present  policy  in  this  respect  shall  be  made,  it 
will  be  in  the  direction  of  more  superintendents  and  better  supervision. 

It  is  believed  that  the  present  corps  of  superintendents  will  prove  gen- 
erally competent  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office.  None  have  been  com- 
missioned who  did  not  possess  the  evidence  of  qualifications  which  the  law 
requires.  Of  the  eighty-six  of  these  officers  now  in  commission,  including 
county,  city  and  borough  superintendents,  twenty-three  are  graduates  of 
colleges  ;  fourteen  are  graduates  of  Normal  schools,  and  six  others  com- 
pleted a  partial  course  at  schools  of  this  kind  ;  and  the  rest  either  hold  com- 
missions as  superintendents  for  past  terms  or  one  of  the  higher  grades  of 
certificates  given  to  teachers.  All  of  them  have  had  experience  in  teach- 
ing or  in  supervising  schools  within  three  years,  or  they  would  net  have 
been  eligible  to  the  office.  Fifty-one  of  the  eighty-six  superintendents  were 
re-elected,  leaving  only  thirty-five  new  to  the  office. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  salaries  voted  to  the  superintendents  is  $106,050 
per  annum,  as  against  $105,796,  given  them  during  the  last  three  years.  The 
average  salary  paid  is  $1,232  55.  The  hard  times  prevented  in  many  cases 
the  fixing  of  higher  salaries.  The  same  disproportioned  salaries  to  the  work 
required  of  the  office,  present  themselves  this  year  in  the  amounts  fixed  by 
the  several  conventions  as  in  years  gone  by.  The  Legislature  has  been 
again  and  again  asked  to  place  this  matter  of  fixing  superintendent's  sala- 
ries upon  a  more  equitable  basis,  and  this  request  is  again  repeated.  No 
fairer  plan  than  that  heretofore  recommended  suggests  itself. 
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Under  the  new  constitution  winch  makes  females  eligible  to  any  office 
mnder  the  common  school  system,  Miss  Sarah  J.  Lewis  was  elected  Super 
intendent  in  the  county  of  Tioga,  and  she  is  now  very  efficiently  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  her  office. 

Our  system  of  supervision,  it  is  thought,  can  be  improved  in  two  ways: 

1.  By  providing  that  the  conventions  to  elect  County  Superintendents 
•shall  be  composed  of  one  or  two  delegates,  elected  by  the  proper  board  of 
directors  from  each  school  district,  and  in  cities  and  boroughs  from  each 
ward,  instead  of  as  at  present  of  the  whole  number  of  directors  in  a  county. 
In  case  of  a  failure  to  elect  delegates,  the  president  or  secretary,  or  both 
might  be  authorized  ex  officio  to  attend  the  convention. 

2.  By  dividing  the  State  into  about  thirty  districts,  composed  of  a  single 
county,  or  of  two  or  more  contiguous  counties,  each  containing  about  five 
•hundred  schools,  and  providing  for  the  election  therein,  at  a  fixed  salary  of 
liberal  amount,  a  superintendent  of  high  qualifications,  whose  duty  it  should 
be  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  forwarding  and  supervising  the  school  in- 
terests of  his  district,  to  examine  applicants  for  schools,  hold  teachers'  in- 
stitutes and  educational  meetings,  take  measures  to  create  a  public  senti- 
ment favorable  to  good  schools,  give  advice  to  school  boards  and  subordi- 
nate school  officers,  visit  particular  localities  and  particular  schools  when 
deemed  advisable,  and  receive  and  make  reports.  And  then,  by  sub-di- 
viding these  large  superintendent  districts  into  smaller  inspector  districts, 

■containing  from  thirty  to  fifty  schools,  and  placing  in  each  in  close  con 
tact  with  the  schools,  a  first  class  teacher  as  inspector  to  look  after  the 
school  property  and  supplies,  to  visit  the  schools,  to  examine  the  scholars, 
to  direct  the  course  and  methods  of  instruction,  to  hold  teachers'  meetings, 
to  meet  and  counsel  boards  of  directors,  to  make  out  the  district  reports, 
to  stir  up  the  people  to  the  importance  of  education  and  to  have  close  and 
constant  charge  of  the  trust  committed  to  him. 

No  arguments  will  be  presented  here  in  favor  of  either  of  these  plans. 
The  first  would  improve  our  present  system  of  supervision  with  no  addi- 
tional expense.  The  second  would  cost  more  than  we  now  pay  as  salaries 
to  superintendents,  but  it  is  probably  the  only  way  in  which  our  school 
work  can  be  fully  organized  and  made  to  produce  the  most  beneficial  results. 
It  is  the  way  in  which  the  best  business  talent  of  the  country  would  organize 
such  an  interest. 

NAME  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  CHANGED. 

•  On  the  first  Monday  of  June  last,  in  conformity  with  a  provision  of  the 
new  Constitution,  the  name  of  the  School  Department  was  changed  from 
Department  of   Common    Schools,   to  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 
b — School  Re?. 
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With  this  change  of  name,  however,  no  new  duties  were  assumed. 
The  convention  that  framed  the  Constitution  undoubtedly  meant  in  building 
for  it  a  firm  foundation  in  the  fundamental  law,  to  make  the  work  of  the 
department  broader,  probably  so  to  extend  it  as  to  embrace  in  a  general  way 
all  the  educational  interests  of  the  State,  private  and  corporate,  as  well  as 
public  ;  but  the  details  of  this  contemplated  extension  of  jurisdiction  were 
properly  left  to  legislative  enactment,  and  no  time  has  been  found  as  yet 
to  prepare  and  pass  the  necessary  laws.  The  school  interests  of  the  State 
will  suffer  if  this  matter  is  much  longer  delayed. 


REVISION  (>F  QUE  SCHOOL  LAWS. 

For  years  there  has  been  a  felt  neeessit}'  for  the  revision  of  our  school 
laws.  As  they  stand  they  are  a  mass  of  fragments,  and  full  of  confused 
thought  and  inaccurate  language.  The  multitude  ofspecial  enactments- 
concerning  schools,  that  disfigure  our  statute  books  should  be  repealed  and 
provision  be  made  for  a  general  and  uniform  system.  Several  attempts 
have  been  made  within  a  few  years  to  perform  this  needed  revision,  first, 
by  the  commission  appointed  to  revise  the  civil  code,  and,  second,  by  a 
committee  of  gentlemen  interested  in  education  ;  but  the  work  done  was 
never  so  perfected  as  to  be  ready  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. It  is  now  suggested,  whether  the  time  has  not  come  for  the  creation 
of  a  special  commission  with  power  to  revise  and  codify  all  the  statutes  re- 
lating to  schools,  and  to  prepare  such  amendments  to  the  same  as  will  adapt 
them  to  the  requirements  of  the  new  Constitution  and  the  growing  wants 
of  our  great  system  of  public  instruction  ;  such  commission  to  report  a  bill 
embodying  the  whole  to  the  Legislature. 

THE  CENTENNIAL  EXPOSITION. 

The  following  paragraphs  from  an  address  delivered  before  the  State 
Teachers'  Association,  at  its  late  meeting  in  Wilkesbarre,  show  how 
anxious  I  have  been  that  some  effort  should  be  made  to  have  our  public 
Hchool  interests  represented  at  the  Centennial  Exposition  to  be  held  in 
Philadelphia  next  summer: 

The  educational  interests  of  the  United  States  must  be  represented  at 
this  Exposition  Foreign  nations  will  expect  this  of  us.  Thousands  of 
distinguished  citizens  from  abroad  will  visit  Philadelphia  next  year  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  studying  our  systems  of  public  education.  These  systems 
are  everywhere  recognized  as  the  only  salt  that  can  preserve  institutions 
like  ouvs.     They  are  the  centre  of  our  national  life      In  them   is  found  the 
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chief  source  of  the  strength  of  the  republic.  The  political  philosopher 
who  understands  them  will  find  no  difficulty  in  understanding  all  we  have 
to  show — all  we  are.  It  may  be  that  practically  our  educational  systems 
are  not  above  criticism — not  equal  in  some  respects  to  similar  systems  id 
several  European  countries.  If  so,  the  profit  of  the  lesson  taught  by  the 
Exposition  may  still  be  ours.  Our  pride  will  be  moderated.  The  one 
thing  of  which  we  have  always  and  everywhere  boasted  will  administer  no 
longer  to  our  vanity.  But  with  this  fall  will  come,  we  trust,  a  new  ambi- 
tion, a  firmer  resolution  to  excel,  harder  work.  But  whether  we  succeed 
or  fail,  we  are  constrained  to  show  what  we  have.  We  have  given  the 
challenge,  and  we  cannot  shrink  from  the  issue  without  cowardice.  Our 
manhood,  as  well  as  our  material,  is  on  trial.  If  successful  in  the  compe- 
tition we  are  sure  to  meet,  the  whole  world  will  applaud  our  victory  and 
copy  our  work  ;  if  we  are  defeated,  we  have  but  to  take  new  courage,  re- 
organize our  shattered  forces,  and  try  the  fate  of  another  battle  on  a  dii- 
ferent  field. 

In  the  educational,  as  in  all  other  features  of  the  Exposition,  Pennsyl- 
vania must  take  a  conspicuous  part.  The  Exposition  is  intended  to  com- 
memorate a  grand  historical  event  that  occurred  within  her  borders.  It 
was  projected  by  her  citizens.  It  is  to  be  held  upon  her  soil.  She  has 
contributed  a  large  part  of  the  money  used  in  erecting  buildings  and  mak- 
ing the  necessary  preparations.  Her  position  among  ber  sister  states,  her 
population  her  resources,  her  past  history  and  her  future  prospects  alike 
entitle  her  to  a  prominent  place.  In  addition,  we  claim  to  have  a  school 
system  well  organized,  purely  American  and  capable  of  producing,  where 
fully  developed,  the  richest  kinds  of  educational  fruit.  We  must  not  ifwe 
could,  and  we  cannot  if  we  would,  escape  the  measure  of  responsibility 
thus  placed  upon  us.  But  to  represent  our  educational  interests  creditably 
we  must  have  action,  speedy,  earnest,  intelligent,  enthusiastic. 

No  creditable  representation  of  the  school  interests  of  the  State  can  be 
made  at  Philadelphia  without  using  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  School 
districts,  institutions  and  individuals  will  doubtless  pay  for  the  material 
they  prepare,  but  money  will  be  required  by  the  agency  that  shall  write 
the  history  of  our  school  system,  compile  statistics,  build  and  furnish 
school  houses  in  the  Centeunial  grounds,  employ  teachers  and  open  schools 
in  them,  collect  documents,  prepare  charts,  models  and  other  means  of 
illustration  or  representation,  and  arrange  and  supervise  the  whole  display  ; 
and  the  question  is,  where  can  it  be  obtained  ?  It  is  vain  to  expect  much 
aid  for  this  purpose  from  the  proper  Centennial  authorities.  All  they  have 
at  their  disposal  will  be  absorbed  by  interests  more  powerful  or  more  cla- 
morous than  those  of  education.  A  small  sum  from  the  national  appropria- 
tion win  come  into  the  hands  of  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Eduoa- 
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tion,  but  this  will  do  little  specially  for  Pennsylvania.  Au  appropriation 
of  §5,000  to  enable  the  School  Department  to  prepare  material  for  the  Cen- 
tennial was  asked  of  the  Legislature  at  the  last  session,  and  a  bill  granting 
it  passed  one  House  but  failed  in  the  other.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  State 
Commission  to  see  that  all  the  interests  of  the  State  are  fully  represented, 
but  no  money  has  been  appropriated  even  to  pay  their  own  expenses. 
There  is  happily  a  wrell  founded  hope  that  adequate  provision  to  supply 
them  with  the  necessary  means  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  duties  ol 
their  appointment,  will  be  made  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  and 
that  meantime  they  may  be  willing  to  assume  some  financial  responsibili- 
ties. Their  views  on  this  subject  have  been  sought,  partly  for  the  purpose 
of  reporting  them  here,  but  I  have  at  this  time  nothing  definite  to  present 
from  them,  except  that  education  will  receive  a  full  share  of  their  attention. 
But  with  every  disposition  t>>  undertake  whatever  might  be  necessary  to 
make  a  full  representation  of  our  school  interests  at  the  Centennial  Exposi 
tfcion,  little  has  been  accomplished.  By  the  plan  of  the  authorities  of  the 
exposition  and  the  action  of  the  Legislature,  it  was  found,  when  the  day 
ior  commencing  the  work  of  preparation  in  earnest  had  arrived,  that  the 
whole  matter  had  been,  wisely  no  doubt,  intrusted  to  other  agencies,  and 
there  seemed  to  be  no  room  for  what  otherwise  it  would  have  been  a  plea 
sure  for  the  School  Department  to  do.  As  soon  as  this  fact  became  appa- 
rent, I  issued  a  pamphlet,  dated  the  eighth  of  September,  entitled  "  Penn- 
sylvania at  the  Centennial  Exposition  of  18T6.  Circular  of  Information  to 
those  desiring  to  prepare  educational  material  for  the  Exhibition."  The 
following  is  the  introduction  to  this  circular,  and  shows  its  design  : 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,  ) 
Harrisburg,  September  8,  1S75.     j" 

In  answer  to  numerous  inquiries  concerning  the  preparation  that  should 
be  made  by  the  educators  and  educational  institutions  of  the  State  for  the 
Centennial  Exposition,  and  the  authorities  to  whom  application  should  be 
made  for  guidance  in  the  work  of  preparation  and  for  space  in  the  Centen- 
nial buildings,  and  to  promote,  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  both  the 
ends  of  education  and  the  purposes  of  the  Exposition,  the  following  circular 
•of  information  is  issued.  It  consists,  first,  of  a  paper  entitled  "  Pennsyl- 
vania at  the  Centennial  Exposition  of  1876,"  read  at  the  late  meeting  of 
the  State  Teachers'  Association,  held  at  W  ilkesbarre  ;  second,  of  extracts 
from  various  sources,  giving  in  detail  information  concerning  the  work  of 
preparing  educational  material  for  exhibition  ;  third,  of  the  names  of  those 
who  will  have  general  charge  of  the  educational  department  of  the  Expo- 
sition, and  with  whom  communication  on  the  subject  must  be  had,  and  the 
authority  under  which  they  act,  and,  fourth,  of  the  plan  of  classification 
for  the  Educational  Department  adopted  by  the  Centennial  Commission. 
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It  should  be  added  that  while  this  Department  has  no  authority  to  take 
any  action  whatever  in  relation  to  the  subject,  it  will  do  voluntarily  any- 
thing in  its  power  to  make  the  educational  department  of  the  Exposition  ;i 
success,  and  it  feels  deeply  concerned  that  the  honor  of  the  State  shall  suffer 
no  stain  from  any  neglect  to  submit  our  system  of  public  instruction  to  a. 
fair  competition  with  the  systems  of  the  nations  of  the  Old  World. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent  Public  Instruction. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

Pennsylvania  has  in  round  numbers  900.000  children  in  her  public  schools. 
No  form  of  words  can  overstate  the  importance  of  so  constructing  our  school 
houses  and  school  furniture  and  so  managing  our  schools,  as  to  preserve  the 
health  of  these  children  and  promote  their  proper  physical  development.  Dis- 
ease or  distorted  organic  structure  is  too  great  a  price  to  pay  for  all  the  know- 
ledge that  can  be  obtained  in  one  of  our  schools.  And  yet  the  laws  of  hy- 
giene are  palpably  violated  in  a  vast  number  of  the  schools  throughout  the 
State,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  owing  to  the  ignorance  or  neglect  of 
teachers  and  school  officers  the  seeds  of  sickness  and  death  are  often  sown 
broadcast  among  the  innocent  little  ones  whom  trusting  parents  commit  to 
their  intellectual  guardianship. 

In  the  work  of  investigating  the  hygienic  condition  of  the  public  schools, 
and  suggesting  measures  for  the  removal  of  the  evils  ascertained  to  result 
from  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  health,  the  board  of  control  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  must  be  accorded  the  credit  of  a  pioneer.  During  the  past 
summer  a  committee  of  the  board,  aided  by  a  corps  of  scientific  gentlemen, 
very  carefully  investigated  the  hygienic  condition  of  a  large  number  of  the 
public  schools  of  the  city,  tabulated  the  results  with  great  labor  and  pub- 
lished them  in  pamphlet  form.  As  similar  defects  in  school  architecture 
and  management  are  to  be  found  all  over  the  State,  I  quote  below  a  few  ex- 
tracts from  the  general  report  of  the  committee,  and  also  from  the  accom- 
panying special  reports,  and  respectfully  call  attention  to  them  : 

"Position  of  Desks. — An  examination  of  the  papers  will  make  it  apparent, 
that  in  a  large  number  of  the  schools  reform  is  much  needed  in  the  matter 
of  the  position  of  the  pupils'  desks  and  the  blackboards,  as  regard  the  direc- 
tion from  which  the  light  enters  the  class-rooms.  In  the  class-rooms  where 
the  positions  of  the  desks  are  faulty,  because  of  the  light  falling  directly  upon 
the  face  of  the  pupil,  when  sitting  at  the  desk,  they  should  as  far  as  possible 
have  their  positions  so  changed  that  the  light  may  be  received  at  the  side  or 
from  behind  the  pupil,  and  the  blackboards  be  so  arranged  as  to  be  in  harmony 
with  the  light  received  from  such  directions.     There  cannot,  the  committee 
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feel  free  to  say,  be  any  excuse,  much  less  auy  justification  for  such  archi- 
tectural arrangement  of  school  houses  which  may  hereafter  be  built,  as  will 
not  secure  the  arrangement  of  the  desks  and  blackboards  to  be  in  such 
position  with  the  windows  of  the  class-rooms  that  the  reception  of  the  light 
upon  them  and  the  pupils  will  be  either  from  the  side  or  from  behind  the 
pupils  when  seated  at  the  desks,  or  when  working  on  the  blackboard. 

"PIvjsieoA  Exercise. — As  regards  the  matter  of  physical  exercise,  the  com- 
mittee feel  called  upon  to  remark,  that  while  it  ma}r  not  be  possible  from  the 
peculiar  constructionof  some  of  the  school-houses  to  have  space  sufficient 
and  the  other  necessary  conditions  to  permit  of  gymnastic  exercises  being 
engaged  in  by  the  pupils,  with  benefit  in  the  class-rooms,  yet  the  importam  i 
of  physical  exercise,  as  a  means,  if  of  nothing  more,  of  withdrawing  the 
brain  from  its  toil,  and  of  thus  securing  mental  relaxation,  should  not 
be  overlooked,  and  hence  that  in  some  form  such  exercise  should  not  only 
be  indulged  in,  but  commanded  at  set  periods  every  day.  If  from  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  school  rooms  the  exercises  cannot  be  practiced  iu  the 
school  building,  they  may  nevertheless,  be  engaged  in  outside  of  the  class- 
rooms, in  the  yards  attached  to  most  of  the  school  houses. 

In  every  instance  where  the  recess  required  by  the  board  is  withheld 
from  the  children,  there  is  a  gross  wrong  done  to  them,  the  effects  of  which 
your  committee  fear,  in  too  many  instances,  present  themselves  in  impaired 
health,  enfeebled  brainpower  and  defective  nerve  force — the  outcroppings 
oi  which  are  too  often  seen  in  that  sad  condition  of  early  womanhood  and 
early  manhood,  as  qualified  by  the  terms — "broken  down  health,"  and 
"shattered  constitutions."  The  wrong  referred  to  must  not  be  tolerated. 
It  must  be  arrested,  and  the  board  should  see  to  it,  that  by  the  due  inflic- 
tion of  proper  penalties  upon  the  teachers  who  deny  to  the  pupils  their 
rights  in  the  matter  of  the  healthful  benefits  incident  to  the  thirty  minutes 
morning  recess,  shall  be  made  to  realize  the  importance  to  the  pupils  of 
the  mental  and  physical  relaxation  and  invigoration  which  result  from  their 
withdrawal  of  thirty  minutes  from  their  labors  in  the  school  room,  and  their 
devotion  of  the  recess  to  exercise  and  pastime  in  the  open  air. 

"  Ventilation*. — Too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached  to  the  perfect  ven- 
tilation of  the  school  looms.  In  Philadelphia,  duringten  months  of  the  year, 
about  four  acid  a  half  hours  of  each  school  day  are  spent  in  the  schoolrooms, 
by  90,000  children,  ranging  from  six  to  seventeen  years,  and  about  2,000 
teachers.  Who  can  possibly  estimate  to  what  extent  the  laws  of  health  are 
violated  by  compelling  these  92,000  persons  to  breathe  day  in  and  day  out 
an  atmosphere  surcharged  to  the  extent  of*  five,  six  or  seven  times  the  sum 
of  carbonic  acid  that  normal  air  contains,  and  then  superadded  to  this  a 
sum  of  Organic  impurities  Which*  may  be  expressed  by  the  same  numbers 
as  indicate  the  excess  of  carbonic   acid?     Who  can,  in  numbers,  express 
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the  degree  of  violence  done  to  health,  the  sum  of  human  suffering  engen- 
dered, and  to  what  extent  life  may  be  shortened  by  the  respiration  of  the 
unnecessarily  impure  atmosphere  of  school  rooms  ? 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  an  excess  of  carbonic  acid  is  not  the  only 
pernicious  matter  which  contaminates  the  air  of  school  rooms  as  a  result 
•of  respiration,  and  of  exhalation  from  the  surface  of  the  body,  etc.  There 
is  organic  or  putrescible  matter  given  off  from  the  lungs  at  every  respira- 
tion, which  matter  is  held  in  solution  in  the  watery  vapor  expired.  This 
organic  putrescible  matter  the  best  authorities  declare  is  more  injurious  to 
health  when  inspired,  than  is  the  ordinary  excess  of  carbonic  acid  which  is 
present  in  defectively  ventilated  assembly  rooms.  Whilst  there  is  not  any 
means  by  which  the  organic  putrescent  matter  can  be  quantitatively  deter- 
mined, yet  it  can,  for  all  useful  purposes,  be  approximately  fixed.  Thus 
the  sum  of  putrescible  matter  is  any  school  room,  for  example,  is  expressed 
by  the  same  figures  as  indicate  the  sum  of  the  excess  of  carbonic  acid.  In 
other  words,  if  the  carbonic  acid  is  five,  six  or  seven  times  in  excess  of 
the  sum  of  that  gas  in  normal  air,  then  is  the  putrescible  matter  five,  six 
■or  seven  times  in  excess  of  such  matter  in  ordinary  air.  The  watery  vapor 
expired  from  the  lungs,  which  holds  in  solution  the  putrescible  organic 
.matter,  is  not  under  ordinary  circumstances  visible.  It  is  rendered  visible, 
however,  by  condensation,  as  is  often  seen  on  the  glass  of  the  windows 
and  not  unfrequently  observed  flowing  down  them  in  currents,  where  a 
large  number  of  persons  are  assembled  in  a  room  when  the  external  tem- 
perature is  below  the  freezing  point.  JjTearly  the  entire  amount  of  the  con- 
densed vapor  which  is  seen  under  such  circumstances  was  once  in  the 
bodies,  and  with  all  its  foul  putrefactive  matter  was  cast  off  or  exhaled  by 
those  in  the  room,  and  in  its  aeriform  condition,  by  being  breathed  or  in- 
spired, enters  again  the  circulation  of  every  one  of  the  auditory,  and  much 
or  little,  corrupts  and  poisons  their  bodies.  From  these  observations  it 
will  at  once  be  seen,  that  there  is  a  double  necessity  for  efficient  ventilat- 
ing apparatus  in  all  school  rooms  and  other  rooms  where  the  atmosphere  is 
subjected  to  contamination  from  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  persons. 

''Improper  Seating. — That  although  the  style  of  desks  used  in  the  various 
schools  may  be  good  enough,  yet,  owing  to  the  total  neglect  of  proper  care 
in  placing  children  of  different  sizes  at  desks  of  heights  suitable  to  them, 
they,  in  a  vast  majority  of  cases,  assume  habitually  "faulty  postures,"  both 
in  sitting  and  standing,  and  many,  likewise,  from  the  same  cause,  become 
the  victims  of  defects  of  the  visual  organs." 

The  following  figures,  taken  from  the  Superintendents'  reports,  will  show 
in  some  measure  to  what  extent  the  laws  of  health  are  violated  in  the 
schools  in  the  State  outside  of  Philadelphia:  Of  the  13,366  school  houses 
in  the  State,  there  are  reported  as  unfit  for  use  1,563  ;  badly  ventilated, 
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5/281 ;  with  furniture  injurious  to  pupils,  2,018  ;  with  grounds  of  insufficient 
size,  0,453. 

In  view  of  the  whole  subject,  I  recommend  : 

1.  A  careful  study  of  school  hygiene  by  all  Superintendents  of  schools, 
and  in  the  light  of  this  knowledge  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  schools  un- 
der their  supervision  and  the  publication  of  the  results,  with  such  practical 
suggestions  to  school  boards  as  may  enable  them  to  guard  against  the  evils 
now  arising  from  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  health  in  the  schools.  There 
are  special  reasons  why  this  work  should  be  done  at  once  in  our  cities. 
Teachers  everywhere  will  render  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  to  the 
Superintendents . 

2.  The  election  of  a  physician  as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  wher~- 
ever  practicable,  and  his  appointment  as  chairman  of  a  committee  on  the 
hygienic  condition  of  the  schools  of  the  district.     In  case  the  services  of  a, 
physician  cannot  be  found,  those  of  some  competent  unprofessional  citizen 
ran  doubtless  in  most  instances  be  procured. 

In  order  to  assist  school  officers  and  teachers  in  this  matter,  we  print  in  the 
appendix  to  this  report  the  questions  propounded  in  Philadelphia  to  the 
teachers  and  the  officiating  physicians. 

It  should  be  added  to  all  this,  that  mental  disorders  as  well  as  bodily  ill 
health,  are  many  times  caused  by  defective  school  buildings  and  unskillful 
teaching.  Public  attention  has  been  of  late  specially  drawn  to  this  subject 
l»y  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Medical  Society  and  the  report  of  Dr. 
John  Curwen,  Superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Hospital  for  the 
Insane,  at  Harrisburg.  Dr.  Curwen,  who  has  had  large  experience  in  treating 
insane  people,  is  very  emphatic  in  the  opinion  that  mental  disorders  very 
frequently  have  their  origin  in  injudicious  treatment  in  the  school  room, 
and  he  points  out  at  great  length  in  his  report,  how  such  evil  consequences  ■ 
can  be  avoided.     His  statements  need  not  be  repeated  here. 

EDUCATION  FOR  WORK, 

To  the  thinking  man,  it  is  evident  that  the  nations  of  the  world  are  about 
to  pass  through  a  severe  struggle  for  industrial  supremacy.  The  test  of 
power  is  no  longer  to  be  the  battle-field,  but  the  market-place.  And  as  af- 
fairs now  stand,  the  United  States  is  in  art  products,  far  behind  her  com- 
petitors across  the  Atlantic,  and  if  she  does  not  want  to  sink  into  a  mere 
dependency,  she  must  turn  her  attention  more  to  the  duty  of  educating  her 
people  for  work. 

Then  it  is  clear  that  the  education  of  our  schools,  judged  by  its  fruits, 
is  not  sufficiently  practical.     Under  the  influence  of  our  system  of  instruc- 
tion, young  men  are  too  apt  to  seek  employments  that  engage  chiefly  the.- 
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head  and  neglect  those  that  call  for  the  use  of  the  hands.  In  other  words, 
there  is  truth  in  the  complaint,  that  the  education  of  the  day  is  apt  to  cre- 
ate a  distaste  for  labor.  As  a  consequence,  the  professions  are  thronged, 
and  there  is  a  fearful  pressing  forward  of  able-bodied  young  men  for  clerk- 
ships, agencies,  offices",  and  other  light  kinds  of  business,  while  skillful 
workmen  are  sadly  needed  in  our  mills  and  workshops,  and  on  our  farms. 

Further,  it  may  be  said,  that  as  a  rule,  the  more  skill  that  is  put  into  a 
work  of  art,  the  greater  is  the  profit  to  the  workman.  The  man  who  can 
produce  nothing  better  than  a  plain,  rough  article,  receives  small  compen- 
sation for  his  labor,  while  the  finished  artist  may  make  a  fortune  at  a  single 
stroke.  The  surest  way  for  a  working  man  to  increase  his  wages,  is  for  him 
to  become  more  skillful  in  his  occupation.  A  kind  of  education  that  will 
enable  him  to  do  this,  will  elevate  labor  and  enrich  the  State. 

The  apprentice  system  is  almost  broken  up.  Thousands  of  boj's  who 
would  learn  a  trade  if  permitted,  are  pushed  into  the  position  of  seeking  a 
livelihood  by  their  wits  or  compelled  to  run  idle  in  the  streets. 

But  all  this  is  briefly  said,  because  it  is  a  repetition  of  views  elaborated 
in  preceding  reports.  What  can  be  done  in  the  direction  of  an  education, 
for  work,  seems  to  me  to  be  expressed  in  the  following  propositions  : 

1.  That  industrial  drawing  be  taught  in  all  the  public  schools  of  the 
State.  The  introduction  of  this  branch  will  interfere  with  no  other  study, 
and  be  attended  by  no  expense. 

2.  That  technical  departments,  with  a  suitable  course  of  study,  be 
attached  to  our  public  high  schools.  This  needed  improvement  has  already 
been  made  in  the  school  systems  of  several  of  our  cities,  with  judicious  en- 
couragement, it  can  be  engrafted  upon  those  of  all  of  them. 

3.  That  the  technical  and  scientific  departments  now  in  operation  at  sev- 
eral of  our  colleges  be  properly  enlarged  and  strengthened.  Private  lib- 
erality is  doing  this  work  in  a  manner  much  to  be  commended. 

4.  That  the  State  Normal  schools  be  required  to  give  more  attention  t( 
drawing  and  art-education  generally,  in  order  that  a  supply  of  teachers 
qualified  to  impart  instruction  in  the  desired  branches  may  be  obtained. 
These  schools  will  doubtless  cheerfully  co-operate  in  a  movement  of  this 
character. 

5.  That  one  or  more  institutions  be  established  by  State  aid  or  otherwise, 
modelled  after  the  great  English  Art  Training  school  at  South  Kensington. 
Citizens  of  Pittsburg  have  in  contemplation  a  project  of  the  kind,  as  an  out- 
growth of  their  industrial  exposition  ;  and,  perhaps,  no  better  use,  after 
1876,  could  be  made  of  the  grand  Memorial  Hall  built  by  the  State  for  cen- 
tennial purposes  in  Fairmdunt  Park,  Philadelphia,  and  I  wish  well  to  the 
measures  already  adopted  looking  in  that  direction. 

6.  That  municipal  school  authorities  should  supplement  their  present 
systems  of  public  schools  by  one  or  more  industrial  schools,  or  schools  for 
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artisans  where  suitable  instruction  could  be  given  to  apprentices  and 
working  men,  and  such  trades  as  it  might  be  found  practicable  to  teach, 
could  be  learned.  These  schools  might  be  kept  open  either  during  the  day- 
time or  evening,  or  both. 

I  shall  be  told  that  the  scheme  thus  outlined  is  impracticable,  or  that  it 
involves  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of  money.  That  it  is  not  impracti- 
cable, is  proven  by  the  fact  that  countries  in  Europe,  no  larger  and  no 
more  populous  than  Pennsylvania,  have  accomplished  all,  and  more  than 
all  the  scheme  contemplates.  That  to  carry  it  into  effect  will  cost  a  large 
sum  of  money,  I  am  well  aware;  but  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  it  would 
be  money  wisely  expended.  Such  a  scheme,  cr  something  better,  is  essen- 
tial to  the  development  of  our  material  resources,  essential  to  our  pros- 
perity as  a  State,  but  more  than  all  essential  to  the  welbbeing  of  our  peo- 
ple. It  is  most  sincerely  hoped  the  Legislature  and  patriotic  citizens  will 
give  the  subject  due  consideration. 

IS  OUR  COMMON  SCHOOL  SYSTEM  IN  DANGER  ? 

The  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  29th  of  September  last,  at  a 
re-union  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  which  took  place  at  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  read  a  carefully  prepared  speech  in  which  occur  these  significant 
words  : 

"Ina  republic  like  ours,  where  the  citizen  is  the  sovereign  and  the  offi- 
cial the  servant ;  where  no  power  is  exercised  except  by  the  will  of  the 
people,  it  is  important  that  the  sovereign,  the  people,  should  possess  intelli- 
gence. The  free  school  is  the  promoter  of  that  intelligence  which  is  to 
preserve  us  as  a  free  nation.  If  we  are  to  have  another  contest  in  the  near 
future  of  our  nationalexistence,  I  predict  that  the  dividing  line  will  not  be 
Mason  and  Dixon's  ;  but  between  patriotism  and  intelligence  on  the  one 
side,  and  superstition,  ambition  and  ignorance  on  the  other.  Now  the 
Centennial  year  of  our  national  existence  I  believe  is  a  good  time  to 
begin  the  work  of  strengthening  the  foundations  of  the  structure  com- 
menced by  our  forefathers  one  hundred  years  ago  at  Lexington.  Let 
us  all  labor  to  add  all  needful  guarantees  for  the  security  of  free  thought, 
free  speech,  a  free  press,  pure  morals,  unfettered  religious  sentiments  and 
of  equal  rights  and  privileges  to  all  men,  irrespective  of  nationality,  color 
or  religion.  Encourage  free  schools  and  resolve  that  not  one  dollar  of 
money  appropriated  to  their  support  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  support 
of  any  sectarian  school.  Resolve  that  neither  the  State  nor  nation,  nor 
both  combined,  shall  support  institutions  of  learning  other  than  those  suffi- 
cient to  afford  to  every  child  growing  up  in  the  laud  the  opportunity  of  a 
good  common  school  education,  unmixed  with  sectarian,  pagan,  or  atheisti- 
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cal  dogmas.  Leave  the  matter  of  religion  to  the  family  altar,  the  church, 
and  the  private  school,  supported  entirely  by  private  contributions.  Keep 
the  church  and  the  State  forever  separate.'' 

In  uttering  these  sentiments  the  President  could  have  had  but  one  mean- 
ing, that  of  warning  the  people  against  a  danger  which  he  believed  is  threat- 
ening the  systems  of  free  education  in  this  country  ;  and  coming  from  an 
authority  so  high  and  with  weight  enough  to  break  a  long  and  studied 
silence  upon  public  affairs  of  less  importance,  such  foreshadowings  of  ap- 
proaching evil  may  well  cause  the  friends  of  common  schools  to  look  about 
them  and  prepare  to  meet  the  expected  enemy.  And  these  friends  will  not 
be  inclined  to  relax  their  vigilance  in  view  of  the  events  which  have  recently 
transpired  touching  the  common  school  question,  in  New  York,  Ohio,  New 
Jersey,  Missouri  and  elsewhere.  True,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  pre- 
sent danger  here,  the  questions  of  a  division  of  the  school  fund  and  of  the 
appropriation  of  public  money  for  sectarian  purposes  have  scarcely  caused 
a  ripple  of  excitement  in  Pennsylvania,  no  enemy  has  offered  battle  to 
those  who  from  behind  the  ramparts  of  the  new  Constitution  are  prepared 
to  defend  the  common  schools  ;  but  it  may  be  good  policy  in  advance  to  take 
our  ground,  dress  our  lines,  and  say  when  and  where  we  will  make  the  fight, 
if  fight  we  must. 

First,  then,  we  mean  in  the  administration  of  our  school  affairs  to  treat 
all  sects,  and  all  parties  of  our  citizens,  with  the  strictest  impartiality.  The 
conscientious  scruples  of  all  must  remain  inviolate.  No  books  must  be 
used  in  our  schools,  and  no  exercises  take  place  in  them,  to  which  any 
reasonable  man  can  conscientiously  object.  Catholic  and  Protestant,  Ra- 
tionalist and  Jew,  all,  must  be  treated  exactly  alike.  The  majority  princi- 
ple must  be  waived  here,  and  the  rights  of  the  child  of  the  most  obscure 
and  most  friendless  citizen  in  the  Commonwealth  must  be  respected.  The 
least  semblance  of  proselyteism  must  be  avoided  ;  and  each  must,  in  this 
matter,  do  to  others  as  he  would  like,  in  similar  circumstances,  others  to 
do  to  him  As  I  understand  it,  this  is  the  great  doctrine  that  underlies 
our  whole  system  of  free  schools,  and  its  friends  will  not  shrink  from  any 
consequences  that  may  flow  from  its  strict  application  both  in  letter  and 
spirit. 

The  Bible  is  a  holy  book.  It  is  the  chief  corner-stone  of  our  civilization. 
Its  sacred  pages  are  the  source  of  our  faith,  and  the  guide  of  our  lives.  By 
it  sanctity  is  given  to  the  oaths  of  men  when  the  truth  and  the  fulfillment 
of  important  trusts  »re  required  of  them  ;  and  the  patriot,  no  less  than  the 
Christian,  finds  in  it  that  inspiration  which  forms  the  basis  of  his  devotion. 
I  would  like  to  have  a  copy  of  the  Bible  upon  the  desk  of  every  teacher, 
in  the  sight  of  all  the  children  in  the  land.  If  never  opened,  it  would  still 
be  God's  book,  ever  teaching  its  silent  lessons  and  imposing  something  cf 
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self-reflection  and  reverence  for  sacred  tilings  upon  the  character  of  youth  ; 
if  solemnly  read  by  a  loved  teacher,  its  holy  precepts  would  sink,  like  seeds 
into  fallow  ground,  deep  into  little  tender  hearts,  to  ripen  in  after  days  in 
harvests  of  good  works.  But  sooner  than  take  from  a  single  citizen  his 
equal  rights  ;  sooner  than  trample  upon  the  conscience  of  one  honest  man  ; 
sooner  thau  violate  the  heaven-born  principle  of  religious  liberty,  that  ark 
of  our  covenant  which  our  fathers  bid  us  guard  with  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
and  transmit,  unsullied  by  unholy  hands,  to  the  generations  to  come,  I 
would,  if  necessary,  discontinue  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in  the  public 
schools,  and  relegate  all  religious  instruction  to  the  home,  the  Sabbath 
school  and  the  church,  and  limit  the  common  school  to  the  performance  of 
its  intellectual  and  moral  duties. 

But  the  painful  alternative  of  discontinuing  the  use  of  the  Bible  in  the 
public  schools  is  seldom  forced  upon  us.  In  14,500  of  our  11,000  schools 
it  is  now  read  without  giving  serious  offence  to  anybody.  In  all  the  re- 
mainder, so  far  as  can  now  be  seen,  it  could  be  read  with  like  acceptance 
by  excusing  any  children  from  being  present  at  the  exercise  whose  parents 
tin  the  ground  of  conscientious  scruples  desired  it.  If  the  work  of  the 
school  be  so  arranged  as  to  allow  the  Bible-reading  to  take  place  at  the 
close  of  the  day,  neither  loss  of  time  nor  disorder  need  result  from  a  part 
of  the  pupils  quietly  leaving  the  school  room  at  a  given  signal.  Hundreds 
of  teachers  now  adopt  this  plan,  thus  keeping  the  Bible  in  their  schools  and 
at  the  same  time  doing  no  violence  to  the  conscience  of  any  one. 

This,  then,  as  the  platform  of  the  friends  of  common  schools  Just  so 
fair  and  so  liberal  do  they  mean  to  be  in  the  administration  of  school  af- 
fairs. For  the  support  of  schools  thus  managed  a  tax  is  imposed  upon 
property  of  all  kinds,  and  all  citizens  are  free  alike  to  take  part  in  their 
control  and  enjoy  their  privileges.  If  any  man  or  any  body  of  men  prefer 
to  establish  or  patronize  a  private  school  with  a  mode  of  discipline  or  a 
course  of  study  that  pleases  them  better  than  the  management  of  the  public 
schools  in  these  respects,  they  will  meet  with  no  opposition  so  long  as 
they  pay  their  school  taxes  like  other  people  and  make  no  effort  to  cripple 
the  schools  which  have  been  established  for  the  common  benefit.  Large 
parochial  schools  flourish  in  some  of  our  cities  and  towns  without  let  or 
hindrance. 

Here  we  Stand.  Schools  must  be  maintained,  supported  by  all,  free  to 
all  and  fair  t<>  all.  All  sects  and  all  parties  must  send  their  children  to 
these  schools,  or  with  their  own  means  supply  others  better  suited  to  their 
wants  or  wishes.  There  shall  be  no  division  of  the  public  school  funds. 
No  citizen  shall  be  exempted  from  taxation  for  school  purposes^  No  pub- 
lic school  shall  be  in  an  offensive  sense-  sectarian,  and  no  sectarian  school 
shall  ever  receive  a  dollar  of  the  people's  money  raised  for  the  support  of 
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the  people's  schools.  The  integrity  of  the  school  system  must  be  pre- 
served against  all  who  shall  dare  to  assail  it.  The  educational  provisions 
of  the  new  constitution  must  be  implicitly  obeyed.  Our  schools  must  con- 
tinue forever  to  be  the  nurseries  of  citizens  who  will  honor  and  love  free 
institutions.  Foreigners  coming  among  us  must  be  Americanized  by  the 
only  agency  sufficiently  comprehensive  and  powerful  to  effect  the  result. 
So  the  people  have  decreed  ;  and  if,  as  the  President  says,  we  must  fight 
on  this  issue,  we  shall  never  yield  until  we  either  fall  in  death  or  triumph 
in  victory j 


THE  SCHOOL  AS  AN  AGENT  OF  REFORM. 

Public  schools  are  now  open  in  every  part  of  the  Commonwealth.  No 
Pennsylvania  child  need  grow  up  in  ignorance  for  want  of  an  opportunity 
to  attend  school.  The  work  of  elementary  education  among  us  is  al- 
most wholly,  and  that  of  higher  education  partially,  done  by  the  schools 
established  under  State  laws.  These  schools,  therefore,  having  in  their  hands 
in  great  part  the  instruction  and  training  of  our  youth  must  bear  a  large 
part  of  the  blame  for  whatever  may  be  wrong  in  thevsocial  or  moral  condi- 
tion of  the  people,  as  they  should  share  proportionately  the  credit  for 
whatever  advances  we  are  making  towards  a  higher  and  better  civilization. 
In  short,  the  common  schools  will  be  judged,  as  they  ought  to  be,  from  the 
quality  of  the  men  who  receive  their  education  through  their  instrumen- 
tality. The  friends  of  common  schools  cannot  shirk,  if  they  desired  to  do 
so,  their  responsibility  in  this  matter,  and  they  should  hasten  to  develop 
the  full  capabilities  of  the  trust  as  an  agent  of  social  and  moral  reform. 
It  may  be  well  to  inquire  what  capabilities  of  this  kind  our  systems  of  com- 
mon schools  possess. 

1 .  The  school  system  as  organized  in  Pennsylvania  can  reach  with  its 
instruction  and  training  processes  the  great  body  of  the  youth  of  the 
State.  The  number  of  children  now  in  attendance  at  the  public  schools  is 
over  900,000.     The  number  in  private  schools  may  possibly  reach   50,000. 

2.  With  the  power  of  taxation  possessed  by  this  system,  there  can  be 
raised,  aunually,  on  the  present  assessed  valuation  of  property  throughout 
the  State,  for  school  and  building  purposes,  the  enormous  sum  of  $45, 779,- 
872  00 ;  and  if  this  property  were  assessed  at  its  true  value,  this  sum 
would  be  $100,000,000.  The  amount  actually  expended  the  pastjyear,  for 
all  purposes  connected  with  public  schools,  was  nearly  $10,000,000. 

3.  The  law  provides  for  the  management  of  school  affairs,  a  full  corps  of 
officers,  State,  county  and  district.  As  a  formal  organization  little  seems 
to  be  wanting.     The  State  School  Department  has  all  the  force  needed  to 
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make  its  work  effective.  Eighty-seven  superintendents  look  after  our  school 
interests  in  counties,  cities  and  large  towns  ;  and  fourteen  thousand  school 
directors,  elected  by  the  people,  are  intrusted  with  the  care  of  the  schools 
in  the  districts 

4.  Twenty  thousand  teachers,  whom,  the  law  requires  to  possess  suitable 
qualifications  for  the  place,  and  for  whose  education  the  State  has  made 
liberal  provision  in  her  Normal  schools,  are  at  Avork  in  our  school  rooms 
teaching  and  training  the  children  intrusted  to  them.  Their  opportunities 
well  improved,  give  them  a  power  for  good  beyond  all  computation  To 
impart  a  knowledge  of  branches  of  learning  is  a  small  part  of  the  duty  of 
an  American  teacher  in  a  common  school.  The  great  end  of  his  work  is  to 
break  up  bad  habits,  to  instill  right  principles,  to  train  the  young  about  him 
in  ways  that  are  honest,  manly  and  patriotic.  The  teacher  may  be  a  model 
<if  all  that  is  good,  drawing  by  his  example  wayward  children  daily  up  to 
a  higher  plane  of  virtue,  and  the  life  of  the  school  room  may  be  purified 
and  enriched  by  the  healthful  inbreathing  of  an  atmosphere  of  love  and  the 
constant  play  of  influences  that  elevate  and  ennoble. 

Such  is  an  outline  of  the  capabilities  of  our  common  school  system  as  an 
agent  of  reform.  Worked  up  to  its  full  capacity,  and  it  opens  out  a  way 
of  preparing  generation  after  generation  of  good  citizens  that  should  satisfy 
the  longings  of  the  most  ardent  patriot  or  the  most  devoted  philanthropist. 
No  wonder  good  men  everywhere  enlist  themselves  among  its  active  sup- 
porters ;  no  wonder  wise  statesmen  eulogize  it  as  the  foundation  of  free  in- 
stitutions. 

But  the  picture  drawn  is  rather  ideal  then  real.  What  our  common 
school  system  can  and  will  do  for  reform  is  quite  a  different  thing  from 
what  it  has  done  or  is  now  doing  in  this  direction.  No  thoughtful  per- 
son can  doubt  that  our  social  condition  has  been  greatly  bettered  by  the 
work  of  public  education  ;  but  I  am  free  to  confess  that  it  has  not  accom- 
plished in  this  field  all  that  might  have  been  reasonably  expected  of  it. 
The  fruit  it  should  have  produced  has  been  everywhere  marred  by  defec- 
tive administration.  Tens  of  thousands  of  children  are  growing  up  among 
us  in  virtual  ignorance  ;  tens  of  thousands  more  do  not  attend  school  long 
enough  to  profit  much,  either  intellectually  or  morally,  by  what  they  learn  ; 
school  terms  are  short ;  school  room  appliances  are  defective  ;  a  vast  num- 
ber of  schools  are  in  the  hands  of  poorly  qualified  teachers,  and  public 
sentiment  will  not  sanction  the  payment  of  higher  salaries  to  better  ones  ; 
the  moral  training  of  children  is  sadly  neglected  ;  good  schools  are  not  fully 
appreciated  by  the  people  ;  educational  progress  everywhere  meets  with 
the  obstructions  of  ignorance,  indifference  and  cupidity  ;  the  operation  of 
the  system  is  imperfectly  inspected,  and  the  whole  work  needs  further  de- 
velopment and  a  new  inspiration. 
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There  is  nothing  our  country  so  much  needs  as  abetter  quality  of  men — 
men  of  nobler  purpose,  of  higher  honor,  of  purer  life,  of  integrity  proof 
against  all  temptations.  The  besetting  sin  of  the  times  seems  to  be  un- 
faithfulness to  public  trusts.  Defalcations  are  common  among  trusted 
agents,  cashiers  and  treasurers.  Great  corporations  are  ruined  by  dishon- 
est officers.  The  people  are  swindled  by  "rings"  formed  for  corrupt  pur- 
poses. Human  vampires  stand  ready  to  suck  the  blood  of  every  promis- 
ing enterprise.  Monstrous  fraud  lies  hid  in  many  a  fair  looking  govern- 
ment contract  Mountains  of  debt  are  heaped  up  on  States,  cities,  coun- 
ties and  even  townships,  to  fill  the  pockets  of  thieves.  Offices,  influence, 
votes  are  bought  and  sold  as  a  common  commodity.  The  ballot  box  and 
the  jury  box  are  both  defiled  by  hired  mercenaries.  Patriots  hang  their 
heads  and  honest  men  grow  sick  at  heart  with  every  day's  recital  of  wrong 
and  outrage.  There  must  be  a  change,  or  universal  distrust  will  settle 
down  like  a  pall  upon  the  people,  and  the  threatening  disease  of  corruption 
be  suffered  to  sap  the  nation's  life. 

In  view  of  the  capabilities  of  our  common  schools  when  managed  with 
skill  to  promote  the  ends  of  virtue  ;  in  view  of  the  pressing  necessity  the 
times  proclaim  for  the  operation  of  some  agency  sufficiently  powerful  to 
lift  our  whole  people  up  to  a  higher  plane  of  morality,  to  make  them  better 
members  of  society  and  purer  patriots,  I  feel  justified  once  more  in  calling 
upon  legislator  and  citizen  to  aid  in  so  perfecting  our  system  of  public  in- 
struction that  every  child  in  the  State  may  not  only  receive  a  good  intel- 
lectual education,  but  be  so  trained  morally,  that  he  will  be  true  to  him- 
self in  being  true  to  his  fellow  men,  his  country  and  his  God. 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
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ADDENDA. 


REPORT  OF  ROBERT  CURRY,  PH.  D.,  DEPUTY  STATE  SUPERIN- 
TENDENT. 

To  Hon.  J.  P.   Wickersham,  LL.  D., 

Stale  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction : 

Since  making  my  last  annual  report,  nothing  has  occurred  to  mar  the 
symmetry  or  impair  the  efficiency  of  our  public  school  sj'stem.  But,  on 
the  contrary,  it,  as  an  organic  growth,  has  been  constantly  maturing,  and 
every  day  becoming  more  complete.  It  is  true  that  intestine  difficulties 
have  sometimes  arisen — and,  indeed,  it  would  be  strange  if,  in  a  compli- 
cated organism  of  such  proportions,  functional  derangements  would  not 
occasionally  take  place — but,  so  far  its  own  organic  forces  have,  in  every 
emergency,  and  without  invoking  other  than  professional  means,  proved 
adequate  to  the  adjustment  or  thorough  elimination  of  all  disturbing  causes ; 
.and  thus  practically  demonstrated,  not  only  the  vitality  of  the  system,  but 
at  the  same  time,  its  normal  condition.  And  it  should  be  a  matter  of  en- 
couragement to  those  who  labor  in  its  behalf,  to  know,  that  while  the  great 
financial  depression  which  now  prevades  the  country  has  fastened,  like  a 
night-mare,  on  all  the  most  vital  business  interests  of  the  Commonwealth, 
well  nigh  paralyzing  their  energies,  the  progress  of  education  has  been  but 
little  retarded  by  its  influence. 

WORK    IX    THE    FIELD. 

My  official  duties  have  led  me  into  every  section  of  the  State  and  in- 
volved a  travel  of  over  twenty-five  thousand  miles.  During  the  year  I 
have  visited  all  the  State  Normal  schools,  looked  into  their  workings,  noted 
their  surroundings  and  taken  an  active  part  in  the  examination  of  all  their 
graduating  classes  ;  participated  in  the  examination  of  several  of  the  Sol- 
diers' Orphan  schools ;  and  attended  the  annual  institutes  in  twenty  coun- 
ties, as  well  as  many  local  and  city  institutes  and  other  educational  conven- 
tions in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

STATE    NORMAL    SCHOOLS. 

All  the  State  Normal  schools  continue  to  prosper,  and  their  efficiency  is 
gradually  increasing  from  3rear  to  year.  A  marked  improvement  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  last  graduating  classes  was  observed.  And,  indeed, 
this  might  be  said  of  all  of  them.  It  was  especially  noticeable,  however, 
in  the  case  of  those  of  some  of  the  newer  institutions  ;  some  of  the  older 
ones  having  alreadj'  attained  to  a  good  degree  of  perfection. 
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Nine  of  the  twelve  Normal  school  districts  into  which  the  State  was  di- 
vided, under  the  act  of  1857,  have  already  organized  schools  under  the  law, 
and  doubtless  another  will  be  admitted  during  the  coming  year.  And  as 
•each  of  these  institutions  is  supplied  with  suitable  grounds,  ample  build- 
ings, an  able  principal,  and,  in  most  cases,  a  full  corps  of  professors,  they 
>are  now  equipped  for  effective  labor;  and,  if  only  placed  on  a  purely  pro- 
fessional basis,  would  soon  accomplish  a  noble  work  for  the  State,  and  be 
able  to  graduate  at  least  five  hundred  teachers  annually.  But,  while  Penn- 
sylvania has  abundant  reason  to  be  pleased  with  her  admirable  system  of 
State  Normal  schools,  and  feel  flattered  with  their  unparalleled  success,  in 
many  respects,  as  educational  institutions,  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  they 
are  already  perfect.  For  such  is  not  the  case.  But,  on  the  contrary,  most 
of  them  being  comparatively  new,  are  still  in  a  formative  condition,  and 
none  of  them  is  yet  sufficiently  professional  in  its  character.  And,  there- 
fore, it  shall  now  be  my  purpose  to  point  out  some  of  their  deficiencies  and 
■suggest  a  few  improvements. 

In  some  of  these  schools,  the  students  presented  for  examination  on  the 
last  occasion,  were  quite  up  to  the  requirements  for  graduation  in  the  ele- 
mentary course,  at  least  so  far  as  a  knowledge  of  the  branches  of  study  is 
concerned.  But  in  others,  the  course  had  been  practically  abridged  by  re- 
stricting the  stidy  of  some  of  the  branches  to  the  contents  of  superficial 
text-books,  too  meager  to  furnish  more  than  a  fragmentary  knowledge  of 
these  subjects,  and  at  best,  but  a  very  inadequate  comprehension  of  the 
principles  involved.  And  what  is  still  worse,  in  a  few  cases  the  course  had 
been  mutilated  by  the  entire  omission  of  two  or  three  of  its  branches ;  as, 
for  example,  etymology  and  book-keeping,  of  which  at  least  some  knowledge 
is  required.  This  should  nofbe  so.  No  one  should  be  allowed  to  graduate 
without  a  competent  knowledge  of  all  the  branches  named  in  the  elementary 
course,  including  so  much  of  book-keeping  and  business  forms  as  will  ena- 
ble him,  at  least,  to  keep  an  ordinary  account  and  write  correctly  a  com- 
mon note  or  due-bill. 

The  elementary  course  is  short  enough  at  best.  And  hence  it  should  be 
made  so  thorough  as  to  give  each  student  such  a  complete  mastery  over 
its  subject  matter  as  will  enable  him  to  comprehend  all  its  principles,  and 
extend  his  researches  far  beyond  the  limits  of  his  text-books.  And  it  seems 
to  me,  there  should  be  added  to  this  course  at  least  one  more  branch  of 
study,  namel}7,  chemistry.  I  can  hardly  see  how  any  real  educator  can 
get  along  without  it.  For  some  knowledge  of  the  science  enters  into  every 
conception,  which  any  one  truly  educated  forms  of  material  objects,  and 
is  therefore  necessary  to  an  intelligent  explanation  not  only  of  the  air 
we  breathe,  the  water  we  drink,  and  the  food  we  eat,  but  indeed  all  the 
oiost  familiar  objects  which  come  within  the  child's  experience.  More- 
c — School  Rep. 
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over,  with  some  knowledge  of  this  science  an  ingenious  teacher  can,  at 
hut  little  expense,  furnish  himself  such  apparatus  as  will  enable  him  to  fix 
in  the  minds  of  his  pupils  by  means  of  illustration,  a  thousand  principles 
and  truths,  the  mere  statements  of  which  would  otherwise  find  a  lodgment 
in  their  memories  only.  And  such  a  teacher  will  accomplish  all  this  as  it 
were  incidentally,  and  with  but  little  sacrifice  of  time,  but  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  keep  up  a  constant  interest  in  his  school.  But  if  a  knowledge  of 
chemistry  is  so  essential  to  the  true  teacher,  is  it  not  then  almost  a  burlesque 
on  the  profession,  to  confer  the  degree  of  Master  of  Didactics  on  a  student 
who  knows  not  the  chemical  constitution  of  a  single  substance,  the  char- 
acter of  a  chemical  element,  or  even  that  alphabet  of  nature — the  nomen- 
clature of  chemistry?  The  present  elementary  course  with  this  addition, 
and  if  possible,  that  of  English  literature  and  a  thorough  drill  in  the  ele- 
ments of  Latin,  would  furnish  an  academic  outfit  and  incidentally  a  de- 
gree of  culture  and  mental  discipline,  of  which  no  incipient  teacher  need 
feel  ashamed.  But  without  which  no  professional  educator  should  rest 
satisfied. 

In  theory  our  State  Normal  schools  are  all  purely  professional  institu- 
tions, devoted  exclusively  to  the  education  and  training  of  teachers.  And 
indeed  this  was  the  sole  object  of  the  State  in  erecting  them.  And  if  such 
were  now  their  real  character  it  would  not  be  long  till  they  would  furnish 
a  grade  of  teachers  whose  superior  qualifications,  professional  enthusiasm 
and  transforming  influence  would  be  felt  and  recognized  throughout  the 
State,  and  teaching  take  rank  among  the  learned  professions.  But  practi- 
cally these  institutions  are  as  yet  only  mixed  schools,  open  to  all  classes 
and  grades  of  pupils  of  proper  age,  with  but  little  regard  to  their  previous 
qualifications  or  prospective  occupations.  'Some  of  these  are  anxious  to 
qualify  themselves  for  teaching,  others  desire  to  prepare  for  college,  while 
many  of  them  simply  wish  to  obtain  a  good  practical  education.  All  of 
them  are  furnished  thorough  academic  instruction  so  far  as  they  go,  while 
those  of  them  who  expect  to  teach  are  required  to  pursue  a  short  collateral 
course  in  methods  and,  in  some  instances,  the  science  of  teaching,  but  in  most 
cases  with  but  little  practice  worth  naming,  in  a  model  school.  Indeed, 
some  of  these  institutions  are  sadly  deficient  in  what  should  be  the  crown- 
ing feature  of  each  of  them,  namely,  a  first  class  model  school.  And  yety 
a  student  might  as  well  expect  to  become  an  efficient  practical  chemist 
without  entering  the  laboratory,  or  an  expert  swimmer  without  going  into 
the  water,  as  to  become  a  good  practical  teacher  without  an  extensive  ex- 
perience in  such  a  school.  And  as  a  natural  consequence  of  all  these  de- 
ficiencies, the  graduates  of  these  schools  differ  but  little  in  point  of  qualifi- 
cation, from  those  of  many  first  class  academic  institutions  which  have  only 
normal  departments  connected  with  them,  and  the  esprit  de  corps,  the  ani- 
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mating  spirit  of  their  profession,  that  which  does  so  much  for  other  call- 
ings, is  in  their  case  almost  entirely  wanting.  And  doubtless  in  this  may 
be  found  an  explanation  of  why  it  is  so  many  of  them  either  never  enter 
the  profession  or  remain  but  a  short  time  in  it. 

This  condition  of  things  is  all  wrong.  These  schools  should  be  devoted 
exclusively  to  the  preparation  of  teachers.  It  was  for  this  purpose  they 
were  established.  And  it  is  not  only  a  breach  of  public  faith  and  an  act 
of  injustice  to  our  colleges  and  other  higher  institutions  of  learning,  but  a 
perversion  of  the  public  funds,  to  divert  these  schools  from  the  legitimate 
purpose  for  which  they  were  founded.  At  first  our  Normal  schools  had  to 
labor  under  many  disadvantages,  and  in  order  to  overcome  popular  preju- 
dice and  secure  their  financial  success  during  their  struggle  for  professional 
existence,  it  seemed  expedient  to  admit  students  seeking  only  a  general 
education,  and  particularly  the  children  of  those  who  were  willing  to  lend 
them  a  helping  hand.  So  that  the  founders  of  these  schools  are  not  to  be 
blamed  for  thus  working  their  way  in  the  beginning,,  but  rather  to  be  com- 
mended for  their  enterprise  and  public  spirit.  But  if  the  circumstances 
which  could  justify  such  a  course  ever  existed,  the  time  has  now  passed 
away.  And  this  is  especially  true  of  the  older  institutions.  Hence 
all  thoughts  of  making  money  out  of  these  schools  by  retailing  knowledge 
to  the  general  public,  should  now  be  abandoned.  And  they  should  be 
made  such  that  the  graduates  of  our  best  academies  and  colleges  could 
enter  their  classes  to  advantage.  For  the  State  needs  the  profes- 
sional services  of  these  institutions.  And  if  they  were  organized  on 
a  strictly  Normal  school  basis,  and  wholly  consecrated  to  the  work  of  pre- 
paring teachers,  the  good  they  would  thus  accomplish  for  the  Common- 
wealth would  be  without  limit.  But  as  now  organized  they  can  never  fully 
realize  the  expectations  of  their  founders.  For  no  divided  or  halfway  poli- 
cy can  ever  accomplish  much  for  anything.  A  law  school,  medical  college 
or  theological  seminary  that  would  admit  several  hundred  pupils  pursuing 
all  grades  of  academic  studies  into  its  classes — in  order,  say,  that  it  might 
make  money  to  defray  its  expenses  and  pay  its  debts — would  not  be  likely 
to  inspire  its  proper  students  with  much  zeal  for  their  calling,  or  take  high 
rank  as  a  professional  institution  ;  nor  can  a  mixed  Normal  school.  For 
in  all  such  cases  high  professional  success  is  necessarily  sacrificed  to  an 
ambition  or  necessity,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  doing  that  which  lies  wholly 
without  the  proper  sphere  of  these  institutions,  and  which  might  be  better 
done  in  the  public  school.  It  is  hoped  the  next  Legislature  will  recognize 
this  principle,  and  grant  these  institutions  such  appropriations  as  will  relieve 
them  of  all  financial  difficulty,  and  thus  enable  them  to  proceed  hereafter  on 
a  purely  j>rofessional  basis. 

But  lest  I  should  be  misunderstood,  allow  me  to  say,  before  closing  my 
remarks  on  our  State  Normal  schools,  that  it  is  not  meant  that  in  order  to 
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become  strictly  professional  these  institutions  should  cease  to  teach  their 
proper  students  all  the  branches  included  in  their  respective  courses  The 
time  when  this  can  be  done  advantageously  has  not  yet  come;  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  it  ever  will  come.  What  is  meant  is,  first,  that  only  per- 
sons of  proper  age  and  character,  who  have  at  least  a  fair  general  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  common  branches  and  are  in  good  faith  preparing  to  teach, 
should  be  admitted  as  students  into  these  institutions.  Second,  that  while 
these  should  be  required  to  study  thoroughly  the  whole  course  in  which 
they  expect  to  graduate,  this  should  not  be  accomplished  by  simply  going 
through  its  ordinary  text-books  in  the  plodding,  mechanical,  tread-mill 
way  usually  and  to  a  certain  extent  necessarily  pursued  in  most  non-pro- 
fessional institutions  ;  but  rather  as  a  critical  review  of  its  subject  matter 
from  a  philosophic  stand  point,  and  in  conformity  with  topical  outlines 
based  on  exhaustive  logical  analyses  of  the  subject  matter  of  its  respective 
branches,  the  students,  in  the  meantime,  being  left  free  to  use  such  books 
for  reference  and  study  and  as  many  of  them  as  they  choose,  but  required 
to  recite  in  accordance  with  these  outlines. 

Such  a  review,  when  properly  conducted,  forms  an  important  part  of  the 
normal  course.  For  in  this  way  the  teacher-students  not  only  inductively 
form  haoits  of  research,  study  and  application,  which  could  not  be  secured 
so  well  in  any  other  way  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  gain  wider  views,  and 
rise  to  a  higher  comprehension  of  the  principles  and  laws,  whence  the 
science  of  education  and  all  proper  methods  of  instruction  are  legitimately 
deduced.  And  with  such  a  preparation  as  a  basis,  the  more  strictly  pro- 
fessional part  of  the  course  has  a  philosophy,  and  becomes  inwrought  rather 
.than  merely  put  on. 

COUNTY    INSTITUTES. 

•  U'  the  twenty  counties  visited  by  me  as  State  Instructor,  ten  lie  east  of 
the  mountains,  and  ten  west  of  them  ;  ten  in  the  northern  half  of  the  State, 
and  ten  in  the  southern  half.  At  the  annual  institute  of  each  of  these  coun- 
ties, I  remained  several  days,  giving  instruction  during  the  day  sessions, 
and,  in  every  case  except  one,  lecturing  in  the  evenings.  These  meetings 
were  for  the  most  part  very  interesting,  and  well  attended.  Indeed,  in 
many  cases  the  houses  in  which  they  were  held,  were  not  large  enough  to 
accomodate  all  who  wished  to  be  present  at  the  evening  sessions. 

No  other  agency  in  the  State  is  capable  of  doing  more  for  education,  than 
a  well  regulated  County  Institute.  For  it  annually  brings  together,  in  a 
locality  which  usually  varies  from  year  to  year,  all  the  teachers  of  the 
county,  and  thus  constitutes  a  kind  of  migratory  Normal  school  which  holds 
its  successive  annual  sessions  in  as  many  different  neighborhoods.  And  as 
its  exercises  comprise  instruction  in  the  science  of  education,  the  art  of 
teaching,  methods  of  instruction,  school  organization,  school  government, 
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and,  in  general,  a  free  discussion  of  all  questions  relating  to  school  manage- 
ment, such  an  institute  cannot  fail  to  be  a  source  of  great  improvement  to 
the  teachers  ;  not  only  in  a  professional  point  of  view,  but,  incidentally, 
in  breaking  up  the  monotony  of  their  school  routine,  extending  their  ac- 
quaint^nship,  widening,  their  views,  and  affording  them  rare  opportunities 
for  mental  collision.  But  the  teachers  are  not  the  only  persons  benefited  ; 
for  such  an  institute  is,  at  the  same  time,  a  great  educator  of  the  people. 
For  the  citizens  always  turn  out,  in  large  numbers,  to  its  meetings,  and 
when  properly  conducted,  they  here  see,  in  miniature,  the  whole  public 
school  system  in  all  its  phases,  and  thus  gain  better  views  of  education, 
are  brought  into  closer  sympathy  with  its  workings,  and  go  away  its  most 
ardent  supporters.  And,  as  a  natural  consequence,  the  educational  ther- 
mometer rises  several  degrees,  in  each  locality  in  which  such  an  institute 
is  held,  and  remains  at  a  higher  level  forever  after. 

But  while  the  county  institute  when  properly  conducted  is  thus  a  potent 
agency  for  good,  its  usefulness  is  in  many  cases  greatly  crippled  for  want 
of  proper  management.  As  a  general  rule  the  measure  of  its  success  is 
conditioned  by  its  official  head,  the  County  Superintendent.  If  he  is  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place,  all  goes  well,  and  the  institute  is  all  that  could 
be  desired  ;  but  if  he  is  not,  the  institute  suffers  to  the  extent  of  his  defi- 
ciency. 

When  the  County  Superintendent  is  a  man  without  an  ideal,  his  teachers 
attend  the  institute  reluctantly,  and  come  in  aimlessly  at  all  hours  of  the 
lay,  and  sometime  during  each  session  he  goes  through  the  farce  of  open- 
ing his  institute  but  without  any  definite  object.  Perhaps  half  an  hour, 
more  or  less,  is  then  devoted  to  making  out  a  roll  of  the  few  members  pres- 
ent. After  this  comes  a  voluminous  essay  on,  say,  "the  pleasures  of  the  im- 
agination." Next  follows  a  furious  discussion,  by  home  talent,  in  which 
are  seriously  involved  about  three  times  as  many  subjects  as  there  are  de- 
baters, during  which  the  rest  of  the  teachers  are  for  the  most  part  engaged 
in  audible  conversation,  as  there  is  nothing  else  going  on  in  which, they  feel 
an  interest.  When  this  is  over,  the  remainder  of  the  time  is  spent  in  a 
strange  performance  figuratively  called  "the  transaction  of  business!" 
And  most  of  the  teachers  having  made  their  escape  in  the  meantime,  the 
institute  is  thus  adjourned.  For  such  an  institute  practically  runs  itself. 
And  the  superintendent  is  always  glad  when  it  is  over,  for  he  holds  it  only 
because  the  law  compels  him  to  do  so.  Fortunately  such  institutes  are 
very  scarce  in  Pennsylvania. 

When  the  County  Superintendent  is  an  incompetent  officer,  who  gains 
his  position  and  holds  it  by  strategy,  he  always  works  to  an  ideal,  but  un- 
fortunately, it  is  never  the  right  one.  For  knowing  his  deficiencies  and 
unfitness  for  the  office,  he  feels  that  something  must  be  done  to  direct    at- 
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tention  from  them.  And  for  this  purpose,  he  usually  converts  his  institute 
into  a  kind  of  show,  such  as  he  thinks  will  create  a  sensation  in  the  neigh- 
borhood and  please  the  people,  and  in  the  meantime  raises  money  to  deiray 
its  expenses  by  abstracting  funds  from  the  county  treasury  and  taxing  his 
teachers.  Such  a  Superintendent,  instead  of  considering  the  educational 
wants  of  his  teachers  and  making  provision  for  their  professional  improve- 
ment, simply  lays  them  under  contribution  for  his  own  aggrandizement. 
And  instead  of  consulting  the  interests  of  education  and  endeavoring  to 
promote  the  general  culture  of  his  constituents,  he  only  seeks  to  find  out 
their  prevailing  weaknesses,  that  he  may  the  better  pander  to  their  depraved 
tastes,  and  thus  perpetuate  his  office.  And  although,  for  the  sake  of  effect, 
he  generally  employs,  or  at  least  announces,  several  distinguished  instruc- 
tors, in  addition  to  his  corps  of  dramatists  and  humorists,  he  manages  to 
keep  them  in  the  back-ground,  so  that  their  exercises  are  for  the  most  part 
either  crowded  out  or  counteracted  by  humorous  speeches,  dramatic  read- 
[ngs  and  low  comedy. 

And,  even  when  the  County  Superintendent  is  in  man}-  respects  a  compe- 
tent officer,  he  sometimes  spoils  his  institute  by  combining  with  it  an  en- 
tertainment feature.  In  such  cases  the  day  sessions  are  usually  devoted 
to  iustitute  work,  and  the  evening  sessions  to  popular  exercises,  many  of 
which  would  be  proper  enough  in. their  place,  as,  for  example,  in  the  ly- 
ceum  or  the  theatre,  but  all  of  which  are  entirely  out  of  place  in  this  con- 
nection, For  the  county  institute  accomplishes  but  half  its  mission  when 
it  simply  provides  professional  instruction  for  its  teachers;  one  of  its  most 
important  functions  is  to  educate  the  people  up  to  such  a  point  as  will 
bring  them  into  sympathy  with  all  its  efforts  for  the  improvement  of  their 
schools,  and  the  proper  time  to  accomplish  this  is  during  the  evening  ses- 
sions. Besides,  there  are  many  important  subjects  relating  to  education 
in  which  teachers,  parents,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  community,  have  a  com- 
mon interest,  and  when  the  evenings  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  able  and 
skillful  educators,  these  subjects  can  be  handled  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
produce  the  happiest  results.  But  when  the  evenings  are  devoted  to  en- 
tertainment, all  these  opportunities  are  lost  to  the  institute  and  the  cause 
of  education  ;  and  even  the  work  of  the  day  session,  is  to  a  groat  extent, 
neutralized  by  that  of  the  evenings. 

A  protracted  religious  meeting  which  should  set  aside  its  day  sessions 
for  devotional  exercises,  and  its  evenings  for  theatrical  and  other  enter- 
tainments procured  at  the  expense  of  its  members  and  the  citizens  of  the 
neighborhood,  could  not  succeed  in  creating  or  maintaining  a  revival  inter- 
est in  its  cause,  nor  can  a  county  institute.  A  would-be  minister  of  the 
gospel,  who,  despairing  of  success  under  such  circumstances,  should  can- 
vass the  country  for  a  humorist  or  a  minstrel  troupe  for  the  amusement  of 
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flock,  would  not  be  very  highly  esteemed.  But,  is  he  any  more  to  be 
pitied  or  despised,  as  the  case  may  be,  than  a  would-be  County  Superinten- 
dent, who,  under  similar  circumstances,  creates  a  show  for  his  people  ? 

Lyceum  lectures  and  proper  amusements  are  all  well  enough  in  their  re- 
spective places  and  should  be  encouraged,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
politics  and  preaching ;  but  neither  of  them  should  occupy  the  time  or  di- 
vide the  interest  of  a  county  institute.  And  a  County  Superintendent  who 
cannot  hold  a'successful  and  enthusiastic  institute  without  resorting  to  such 
side-shows,  should  go  into  gimlet  making  or  some  other  business  for  which 
he  is  better  qualified  than  for  the  superintendency. 

Of  all  the  live  institutes  which  I  attend,  and  there  are  many  of  them  in 
this  State,  the  best  and  most  profitable  in  every  respect  for  both  teachers 
and  people,  are  conducted  on  a  purely  professional  basis.  And  many  of 
these  involve  an  expense  but  little  exceeding  the  appropriation  drawn  from 
the  county  treasury. 

SUGGESTIONS    ON    CONDUCTING    INSTITUTE-. 

Having  been  frequently  requested,  during  my  institute  campaigns,  to 
give  some  suggestions  as  to  the  best  manner  of  conducting  a  County  Insti- 
tute, I  herewith  submit  a  few  general  directions  which,  so  far  as  regulative 
prerequisites  are  concerned,  will  serve  as  a  basis  for  a  good  institute  ;  but 
which,  of  course,  must  be  modified  and  supplemented  to  suit  the  circum- 
stances. 

I.  It  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  a  successful  institute  has  singleness  of 
purpose  ;  that  its  object  is  not  entertainment,  but  solid  improvement ;  that 
its  mission  is  not  that  of  the  caterer,  but  of  the  reformer  ;  and  hence,  that 
all  its  exercises  instead  of  beiDg  leveled  down  to  the  lowest  tastes  of  the 
-community,  thus  tending  to  dissipation  ;  should  be  of  such  a  character  as 
to  unify  all  its  educational  forces  and  raise  both  teachers  and  people  to  a 
higher  plane. 

II.  After  the  institute  is  properly  organized,  the  County  Superintendent 
should  take  into  his  own  hands  its  whole  management,  preside  at  all  its 
meetings,  and  open  and  close  each  of  its  sessions  precisely  at  the  appointed 
time.  And  when  he  is  a  man  of  character,  decision  and  ability  to  govern, 
well  posted  in  parliamentary  rule,  and  able  to  transact  business  with 
promptness  and  precision,  his  institute  will  incidentally  prove  very  valu- 
able to  the  teachers,  as  a  model  of  efficiency. 

III.  Select  the  most  suitable  time,  place  and  building  for_holding  an 
annual  institute  in  your  county.  And  in  case  the  count}'  seat  is  fixed  upon 
as  the  place,  be  cai'eful  not  to  hold  it  during  court  week,  or  bring  it  into 
competition  with  a  county  fair,  animal  show,  opera  troupe,  or  any  thing 
else  that  would  weaken  its  attendance  or  divide  the  attention  of  its  members. 
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IV.  Employ  one  or  two  able  instructors  who  are  not  only  talented  and 
scholarly  and  capable  of  giving  superior  instruction,  but  whose  character 
and  personal  influence  will  be  felt  and  exert  an  ennobling  and  transforming 
power  on  all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact.  One  such  instructor  will 
carry  inspiration  into  an  institute  and  accomplish  more  for  education  than 
any  number  of  superficial,  mechanical,  mere  would-be  instructors.  And  in 
no  case  should  more  than  two  regular  instructors  from  abroad  be  employed  : 
otherwise  their  instruction  must  necessarily  be  too  fragmentary.  In  many 
counties  one  such  instructor  and  a  specialist  in  reading  and  drawing  or 
vocal  music,  will  form  an  effective  combination  for  institute  work. 

V.  By  means  of  newspapers,  circular  letters  and  your  own  personal  in- 
fluence, endeavor  to  secure  the  attendance  of  all  your  teachers  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  first  session  of  your  institute,  and  invite  all  the  directors,  and  the 
ministers  and  other  professional  men  of  your  county,  as  well  as  the  citizens 
of  the  neighborhood  in  which  the  institute  is  held,  to  be  present  at  its 
meetings.  One  day  of  the  institute  should  be  set  apart  as  directors'  day, 
a  portion  of  which  they  should  spend  in  mutual  conference  in  a  separate 
room,  and  the  remainder  of  which  they  should  spend  in  the  institute,  hear- 
ing addresses  and  participating  in  the  discussion  of  questions  of  impor- 
tance to  them,  selected  for  the  occasion. 

VI.  Make  provision  for  having  a  full  report  of  the  proceedings  of  your 
institute  published  in  one  or  more  of  your  county  papers.  It  is  a  good 
educational  investment  to  pay  a  competent  short-hand  reporter  a  few  dol- 
lars for  this  purpose.  For  when  in  proper  shape,  all  the  papers  will  gladly 
publish  it,  and  thus  it  will  find  its  way  into  almost  every  family  in  the 
county.  This  is  much  better  than  to  publish  a  separate  paper  for  this 
purpose. 

VII.  Let  all  the  members  of  the  institute  be  supplied  with  blank-books 
and  pencils  all  ready  for  use,  and  cause  them  to  be  seated  together  in  the 
most  suitable  part  of  the  building,  where,  for  all  practical  purposes,  they 
maybe  regarded  as  constituting  a  class  subject  to  such  drills  and  privileged 
to  ask  such  questions  as  are  pertinent  to  the  occasion. 

VIII.  For  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  record  of  attendance,  let  the  teachers 
be  numbered  in  the  order  of  their  enrolment,  and  then,  at  the  calling  ol 
the  roll  let  all  the  members  stand,  after  which,  at  the  signal  of  the  chair- 
man, let  each  in  quick  succession  repeat  his  number  and  take  his  seat. 
While,  in  the  meantime,  the  secretary  should  write  on  the  blackboard,  in 
a  bold  hand*  all  the  numbers  not  thus  announced.  Absentees  coming  in 
after  the  calling  of  the  roll,  and  those  present  who  have  not  sufficient  char- 
acter to  make  themselves  heard,  can  thus  see  their  numbers  on  the  board 
and,  at  the  first  subsequent  intermission,  have  their  record  changed,  when 
the  secretary  will  mark  in  his  roll-book  only  the  actual  absentees.     This 
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method  of  calling  the  roll  has  many  advantages,  and  in  the  hands  of  a 
competent  superintendent  need  scarcely  consume  as  many  seconds  as  there 
are  members  in  attendance. 

IX.  Let  the  working  hours  of  each  day  consist  of  two  day  sessions  of 
three  hours  each,  beginning  respectively  at  9  A.  M.  and  1|  P.  M.,  and  an 
evening  session  of  two  hours  beginning  at  7  P.  M.  During  each  day  ses- 
sion allow  fifteen  minutes  for  opening  exercises  and  fifteen  minutes  for 
recess.  And  let  the  remainder  of  the  time  be  devoted  to  the  work  of  the 
regular  instructors,  hearing  short  district  reports  prepared  for  the  occasion 
by  members  of  the  institute,  discussing  live  questions,  answering  queries, 
music  and  so  on.  The  exercises  of  the  evening  should  assume  a  more 
popular  cast  and  be  conducted  for  the  most  part  by  the  regular  instructors. 
The  county  superintendent  should  occupy  one  evening  of  the  institute  in  a 
familiar  talk  that,  by  thus  making  known  his  plans  and  the  condition  of 
education,  he  may  enlist  the  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  both  teachers 
and  people. 

X.  Where  there  are  two  regular  instructors,  let  each  select  a  series  oi 
lessons  and  carry  it  on  to  completion  in  accordance  with  his  own  plan,  al- 
lowing him  each  day  session  about  half  an  hour  to  give  his  lesson,  and  a 
few  minutes  to  answer  questions  and  make  explanations  when  necessary. 
Where  there  is  only  one  regular  instructor  he  can  carry  on  two  series  of 
lessons,  either  singly,  in  succession,  or  in  parallel  courses  as  he  may  think 
best.  All  the  district  reports  should  be  short,  in  no  case  exceeding  ten 
minutes.  All  subjects  for  regular  discussion  should  be  announced  some- 
time before  the  meeting  and  thoroughly  studied  by  all  who  expect  to  par- 
ticipate in  their  disquisition.  And  in  such  cases  one  person  on  each  side 
should  be  appointed  to  open  the  discussion,  the  time  of  each  being  limited 
to  ten  minutes,  and  that  of  those  who  follow  to  five  minutes  each.  AH 
essays  should  bear  directly  on  some  educational  subject  and  be  limited  to 
ten  minutes  each.  And  all  fruitless  discussions  and  stale  essays  on  trite 
subjects  such  as  "spring"  and  "the  last  rose  of  summer,"  should  be  studi- 
ously avoided.  For  the  County  Institute  should  be  made,  so  far  as  possi- 
ble, a  strictly  professional  institution. 

«  TOO    MANY    TEXT-BOOKS    IN    OUR    SCHOOLS. 

One  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  on  the  progress  of  education  in  this  State, 
is  its  multiplicity  of  diluted  tei_t-books.  In  order  to  gain  a  modicum  of 
knowledge  of  each  of  the  common  branches,  pupils  are  expected  to  wade 
through  the  superficial  contents  of  a  series  comprising  from  three  to  eight 
books,  of  which  each  succeeding  one  is,  for  the  most  part,  but  a  rehash  of 
its  predecessors.  And  as  a  natural  consequence  of  all  this,  many  of  our 
pupils  never  find  time  to  finish  the  most  meager  common  school  course. 
For  to  complete  such  a  course,  according  to  grade,  in  man}'  of  our  city  and 
other  schools,  would  require  from  seven  to   thirteen  years,  and  I  have  ex- 
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amined  one  grade  Which  if  closely  followed,  would  require  eighteen  years  ! 
And  such  a  graduated  course  of  study  is  a  fraud  on  any  community.  For 
it  not  only  puts  parents  to  an  unnecessary  expense,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
cheats  their  children  out  of  their  most  precious  time,  and  thus  deprives 
them  of  all  opportunities  for  acquiring  any  knowledge  of  even  the  elements 
of  the  higher  branches.  No  series  comprising  more  than  two  books  relat- 
ing to  the  same  branch  of  study,  except  in  the  case  of  reading,  in  which 
it  might  consist  of  three,  should  be  used  in  our  public  schools.  And,  in- 
deed, this  is  all  that  is  necessary.  For  each  branch  of  study  naturally  di- 
vides itself  into  two  parts,  one  of  which  is  inductive  and  the  other  deduc- 
tive. And  its  text-books  should  correspond  in  character  and  number.  In 
the  first  part,  there  is  an  inductive  rising  from  the  contemplation  of  the 
facts  and  phenomena  peculiar  to  any  branch  of  science  to  an  apprehension 
of  its  principles  and  laws  ;  and  in  the  second,  there  is  a  deduction  from 
these  principles  and  laws  of  such  rules  and  results  as  serve  the  purposes  of 
practical  life.  For  each  of  these  parts  there  should  be  an  appropriate  text- 
book which  should  be  comparatively  small,  but  logically  arranged.  And 
if  all  our  public  schools  were  supplied  with  such  text-books,  not  only  would 
our  pupils  obtain  a  far  more  thorough  knowledge  of  the  common  branches, 
but  three-fourths  of  the  time  now  spent  in  its  acquisition  would  thus  be 
saved.  And  while  this  would  render  it  possible  for  every  child  to  complete 
the  ordinary  common  school  course,  it  would  leave  ample  time  and  oppor- 
tunity for  those  who  could  remain  longer  at  school,  to  study  the  rudiments 
of  the  natural  sciences  and  make  some  progress  in  intellectual  and  moral 
culture. 

SCHOOL    OFFICERS    AXD    TEACHERS. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  bear  testimony  to  the  ability, 
integrity  and  efficiency  of  all  classes  of  our  public  school  officers  and 
teachers  For  while  it  is  true  that  many  unworthy  persons  insinuate  them- 
selves into  their  ranks,  still  taken  as  a  collective  body,  they  form  an  army 
of  which  the  State  may  well  feel  proud. 

Our  school  directors  are  for  the  most  part  persons  of  more  than  ordinary 
character  and  standing  in  their  respective  neighborhoods.  And  although 
their  office  is  an  unsalaried  and,  in  many  cases,  a  thankless  one,  they  ad- 
dress themselves  to  the  discharge  of  its  duties  with  as  much  zeal  and  econ- 
omy as  if  not  only  their  reputation  but  private  fortune  depended  upon  their 
■official  success.  They  meet  in  convention  at  many  of  our  County  Institutes, 
and  their  presence  does  much  to  enliven  its  exercises  Our  County  Super- 
intendents as  a  class,  are  earnest,  energetic  and  faithful,  while  many  of 
them  are  possessed  of  high  professional  qualifications.  And  although  their 
labors  are  arduous,  and  many  of  them  receive  but  small  salaries,  they  press 
on  with  their  official  duties  as  if  the  success  of  the  whole  school  system 
depended  on  their  action.     Our  public  school  teachers  are  making  marked 
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improvement  from  year  to  year.  And  a  more  live,  earnest  and  efficient 
band  of  workers  than  our  State  Normal  school  faculties,  would  be  hard  to 
find.  While  our  people  are  everywhere  alive  to  the  importance  of  educa- 
tion, and  willing  to  be  taxed  for  its  liberal  support. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  in  the  discharge  of  all  my  official 
duties — whether  in  the  Graded  schools,  the  Normal  schools  or  the  County 
Institutes — I  have  met  kind  friends  whose  cordial  greetings  and  words  of 
cheer  are  still  remembered,  to  all  of  whom  I  now  return  my  warmest  thanks. 
May  God  continue  to  bless  our  public  schools. 

ROBERT  CURRY, 
Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

QUESTIONS    PROPOUNDED    TO    TEACHERS,    IN    REGARD    TO    THE    CONDITION    OF    PUPILS, 

TEACHERS,    SCHOOLS,    ETC. 

1.  Date  of  making  report. 

2.  Name  of  school  and  location. 

3.  Number  of  classes,  of  scholars,  of  teachers,  and  of  rooms  used  for  study. 

4.  Does  tile  air  get  foul  in  the  rooms,  or  too  dry  ? 

5.  Does  the  ventilating  apparatus  give  you  enough  fresh  air,  or  do  you 

have  to  open  the  windows  ? 

<6.  Can  you  by  any  means  keep  the  air  alwa}Ts  tolerably  pure,  as  well  as 
warm  enough  ? 

7.  How  many  rooms  have  windows  in  front  of  the  scholars  ? 

v.   Of  the  other  rooms,  how  many  are  lighted  both  from  the  side  and  rear  ? 

9.  How  many  rooms  are  cut  off  from  a  portion  of  light  by  adjoining  build- 
ings ? 

10.  How  many  are  sufficiently  lighted  in  all  parts,  even  on  (ordinary)  cloudy 

days  ? 

11.  How  many  scholars  are  known  to  you  and  the  other  teachers,  who  have 

weak  or  sore  eyes,  or  near-sight,  or  other  defect  of  vision  ? 

12.  Are  all  the  desks  and  seats  of  one  size  in  each  room  ? 

13.  Have  you  any  remarks  to  offer  as  to  the  merits  of  the  desks  and  seats ? 

14.  Have  your  scholars  used  gymnastics?  and  if  so,  with  what  results? 

15.  Do  scholars  or  teachers  suffer  from  headache,  lassitude,  nervous  debility, 

nose-bleed,  or  other  affections  which  may  be  attributed  to  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  school  ?  Reply  as  fully  as  you  choose, 
with  accounts  of  any  cases  you  choose  to  give. 

16.  What  is  the  average  temperature  of  one  or  two  of  your  school  rooms — 

say  four  feet  from  the  floor  in  the  middle  of  the  room  ?     State  also 
the  temperature  at  one  foot  from  the  floor,  and  at  seven  feet 
IT.  Out-door  temperature. 
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QUESTIONS    PROPOUNDED    TO    PHYSICIANS,    IN    REGARD    TO   THE    CONDITION    OF   PUPILS, 

TEACHERS,    SCHOOLS,    ETC. 

1.  Name  of  school. 

2.  Dato  and  hour  of  clay  of  examination,  and  state  of  the  weather. 

3.  Select  two  or  more  rooms,  representing  the  better  as  well  as  the  poorer 

part  of  the  school  house,  and  in  each  state — 

a.  Number  of  cubic  feet  of  air  to  each  pupil  belonging  to  the  room. 

b.  Sensible  condition  of  air,  and  percentage  of  0o2— . 

c.  Sufficiency  or  insufficiency  of  light. 

d    Whether  adjoining  buildings  intercept  light. 

e.  Number  of  square  inches  of  opening  for  inlet  of  air,  and  the  same 

for  outlet. 

f.  Temperature  of  middle  of  room,  four  feet  from  floor.     (The  rooms 

are  not  to  have  been  specially  aired  for  at  least  twenty  or  thirty 
minutes  before  making  the  observation.) 

4.  What  system  of  ventilation  is  employed  ? 

5.  Is  it  in  good  order? 

6.  Does  it  supply  enough  air  without  opening  windows ? 

7.  Are  the  scholars  languid,  or  fresh  in  appearance  ? 

8.  Are  they  in  faulty  postures, — twisted  or  stooping  too  much  ? 

9.  Are  their  forms  erect  when  they  stand  ? 

10.  What  kind  of  desks  are  used  ?     If  a  well-known  pattern,  merely  state 

the  name.     Add  comments  on  suitability  of  the  desks  and  seats  at 
your  option. 

11.  Are  you  aware  of  headaches,  loss  of  sleep,  loss  of  strength,  or  other  in- 

jurious results,  traceable  to  circumstances  connected  with  this  or 
other  schools  ?     State  your  own  experience  as  fully  as  you  choose. 

12.  Are  there  any  smells  in  the  schools  from  drains,  cellars  or  privies? 

13.  What  is  the  state  of  cleanliness  in  these  places? 


TAXATION  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

School  Department,  \ 

rjARKiSBURG,  February,  1875.  ) 

To  Boards  of  School  Diva  torn : 

For  the  past  thirty  years  boards  of  school  directors  have  been  accustomed 
to  levy  and  collect,  when  they  found  it  necessary,  a  tax  of  thirteen  mills 
<m  the  dollar  for  school  purposes.  This  was  the  sum  of  the  taxes  authorized 
to  be  levied  for  State  and  county  purposes  in  1854,  when  the  present  provi- 
sion of  law  concerning  taxation  for  school  purposes  was  adopted.  Tire 
State  tax  on  real  estate  was  repealed  in  1868,  but  advised  at  the  time  by 
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high  legal  authority,  this  Department  took  the  ground  and  continued  to 
hold  that  the  maximum  amount  of  school  taxes  was  in  nowise  affected 
thereby.  This  decision  was  acquiesced  in  without  question,  until  recently 
Judge  Elwell,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  judicial  district,  decided  that  taxation 
on  real  estate  for  school  purposes  must  be  limited  to  ten  mills  on  the  dol- 
lar. The  decision  of  Judge  Elwell  has  been  widely  published  in  the  news- 
papers throughout  the  State,  and  has  created  doubt  and  difficulty  in  the 
collection  of  school  taxes  in  hundreds  of  districts.  As  the  best  answer 
that  can  be  given  to  the  flood  of  letters  that  daily  pour  in  upon  the  Depart- 
ment concerning  this  question,  I  have  concluded  to  prepare  and  issue  tin- 
following  circular  of  information  : 

THE    MAXIMUM    SCHOOL   TAX. 

The  act  of  May  8,  1854,  gave  boards  of  school  directors  authority  to 
levy  a  school  tax,  "  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  State  and  county  taxes 
authorized  by  law  to  be  assessed."  These  at  the  time  were — State  tax,  3 
mills;  county  tax,  10  mills,  both  together  making  13  mills.  In  18G6,  the 
State  tax  on  real  estate  was  repealed,  and  the  then  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon Schools,  Charles  R.  Coburn,  applied  at  once  for  advice,  as  to  the  effect 
of  this  act  upon  school  taxes,  to  the  Attorney  General,  Hon.  William  M. 
Meredith.  His  opinion,  as  published  by  Mr.  Coburn  in  the  official  depart- 
ment of  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal  for  June,  1866,  is  as  follows  : — 
"  The  act  of  February,  1866,  exempts  the  real  estate  of  the  Commonwealth 
from  taxation  for  State  purposes.  The  act  of  April,  1844,  imposes  a  State 
tax  upon  all  real  and  personal  property  made  taxable  by  law  for  State  and 
county  purposes.  The  school  law  of  May,  1854,  declares  that  the  school 
tax  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  State  and  county  taxes  authorized  by 
law  to  be  assessed.  Now,  inasmuch  as  the  act  of  February,  1866,  repeals 
the  State  tax  on  real  estate  only,  that  on  personal  property  still  remains, 
and  the  maximum  of  school  tax  remains  unchanged.' ;  This  opinion  may 
have  been  somewhat  influenced  by  the  fact,  that  the  causes  that  brought 
about  the  repeal  of  the  State  tax  on  real  estate  had  not  the  most  remote  re- 
lation to  school  taxes. 

The  present  State  Superintendent  came  into  office  in  November,  1866  ; 
and  when  informed  by  his  predecessor  that  Mr.  Meredith  had  given  the 
opinion  on  the  school  tax  question  as  officially  published,  he  felt  safe  in 
being  guided  by  it.  But  it  is  proper  to  say,  that  for  several  reasons  this 
opinion,  notwithstanding  the  adverse  decision  of  so  able  a  jurist  as  Judge 
Elwell,  who  could  scarcely  have  had  before  him  all  the  elements  that  should 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  questiou,  is  still  thought  to  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit,  the  broad  intent  of  the  law,  if  not  with  its  exact  letter. 
I  will  specify  :  ' 
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1.  The  amount  of  State  and  county  tax  now  authorized  to  be  assessed,  is 
thirteen  mills  on  the  dollar,  although  real  estate  is  exempt  from  a  portion 
of  this  tax.  It  is  exceedingly  doubtful  (section  28,  act  of  May,  1854,  P.  L., 
023,)  whether  a  board  of  school  directors  can  levy  a  tax  of  one  amount  upon 
one  kind  of  property  and  a  tax  of  another  amount  upon  another  kind  of 
property — ten  mills  on  real  estate  and  thirteen  mills  on  personal  property. 
They  are  required  to  "  determine  the  amount  of  school  tax  which  shall  be 
levied  on  their  district;"  that  is,  on  all  the  property  uf  their  district.  Re- 
sides, the  amount  so  determined  is  not  only  to  be  levied  on  "all  objects, 
persons  or  property  made''  taxable,  but  on  all  "  to  be  made  taxable"  for 
State  and  county  purposes,  and  real  estate  may  be  made  taxable  for  State 
purposes  at  any  time.  If  a  particular  piece  of  property  of  any  kind  is  ex- 
empt from  either  State  or  county  taxes,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  does  that 
fact  carry  with  it  exemption  from  taxation  for  school  purposes?  It  certainly 
never  was  meant  that  all  the  irregularities  and  inequalities  of  State  and 
county  taxation  should  repeat  themselves  in  taxation  for  school  purposes  ; 
and  if  they  should  be  made  to  do  so,  the  levying  and  collecting  of  school 
taxes  would  be  practically  almost,  impossible. 

2.  The  act  of  May,  185-1,  P.  L.,  623,  compels  boards  of  school  directors 
to  levy  such  taxes  as  shall,  with  the  money  received  from  other  sources 
be  sufficient  and  necessary  to  keep  the  schools  of  the  district  open  not  less 
than  four  or  more  than  ten  months  in  the  year.  The  penalty  for  the  non- 
performance of  this  duty  is  loss  of  the  State  appropriation.  See  act  of 
April,  1865,  P.  L.,  62.  The  minimum  school  term  is  now  five  months;  but 
a  district  that  is  able  to  keep  its  schools  open  only  four  months  with  the 
maximum  tax  allowed  bylaw,  is  not  subject  to  the  penalty  inflicted  in  other 
cases.  The  law,  however,  positively  enjoins  that  every  school  district 
shall  keep  its  schools  open  four  months  in  the  year,  and  that  every  one  that 
can  do  so  with  the  maximum  tax  allowed  to  be  levied,  must  extend  the 
length  of  term  to  five  months,  or  lose  its  State  appropriation.  A  board  of 
school  directors,  too,  neglecting  this  duty,  can  be  removed  from  office. 
See  act  of  May,  1854,  P.  L.,  619.  Now,  in  1866,  there  were  hundreds  of 
school  districts  in  the  State,  utterly  unable  to  keep  their  schools  open  four 
months  in  the  year  with  a  less  school  tax  than  thirteen  mills  on  the  dollar  ; 
there  are  as  many  unable  to  do  so  to-doy.  Can  we  suppose  that  the  Legis- 
lature, in  taking  the  tax  from  real  estate,  meant  to  cut  these  poorest  of  our 
school  districts  off  from  all  State  aid,  or  to  subject  the  members  of  their 
boards  of  directors  to  the  disgrace  of  removal  from  office?  Do  wise  men 
commit  the  folly  of  requiring  a  thing  to  be  done  under  heavy  penalties, 
and  then  take  away  the  means  of  doing  it  ?  If  Judge  Elwell's  decision 
is  to  stand  as  the  true  interpretation  of  the  law,  three  hundred  school  dis- 
tricts, badly  needing  it,  will  lose  their  share  of  the  $1,000,000  appropriated 
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by  the  State  this  year  for  school   purposes — lose  it,  too,  not  because  they 
have  broken,  but  because  they  have  obeyed  the  law. 

3.  The  financial  necessities  of  school  districts  arc  not  in  any  way  natu- 
rally dependent  upon  or  governed  by  the  finaucial  necessities  of  the  State 
or  the  counties.  To  place  them  in  this  position  is  to  cripple  the  whole  work 
of  public  education.  Hence,  as  we  cannot  suppose  that  a  sane  mother 
would  strangle  her  own  child,  or  a  sane  body  of  men  nullify  their  own  en- 
actments, the  law-makers  of  1854  in  legislating  on  taxation  for  school  pur- 
poses must  have  simply  meant  to  fix  a  positive  maximum  rate  of  school  tax 
equal  in  amount  to  the  State  and  county  taxes  then  authorized  to  be  as- 
sessed. They  certainly  never  could  have  designed  to  weaken  or  destroy 
their  whole  work  by  providing  that  the  school  taxes  should  go  up  and  down 
in  response  to  the  ups  and  downs  of  the  State  and  county  taxes. 

ADVICE  TO  SCHOOL  BOARDS. 

What  has  been  stated  above  will  enable  school  boards  to  learn  the  posi- 
tion of  the  department  on  the  mooted  question  concerning  the  maximum 
amount  of  tax  that  may  be  levied  for  school  purposes.  With  all  the  light 
that  can  be  obtained  upon  the  subject,  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  it  is 
legal  for  school  boards  to  levy  and  collect,  if  they  see  proper  to  do  so,  thir- 
teen mills  on  the  dollar.  An  appeal  has  already  been  taken  from  Judge 
ElwelPs  decision,  and  the  question  will  be  determined  by  the  Supreme 
Court.  Moved  by  the  confusion  that  has  been  created  in  so  many  school 
districts  and  the  conflict  of  opinion  among  judicial  authorities,  the  Legis- 
lature may  remove  the  cause  of  the  trouble  by  an  enactment  fixing  posi- 
tively the  rate  of  taxation  for  school  purposes.  But,  meantime,  school 
boards  are  advised  as  follows  : 

1.  Those  in  judicial  districts  where  decisions  have  been  given  limiting 
the  maximum  tax  on  real  estate  for  school  purposes  to  ten  mills  on  the  dol- 
lar should  make  their  tax  levies  conform  to  them  whatever  may  be  the  re- 
sulting difficulties  or  disadvantages. 

2.  Those  in  judicial  districts  where  no  such  decisions  have  been  made 
should  proceed  with  the  collection  of  the  full  amount  of  the  tax  levied  in 
excess  of  ten  mills,  unless  they  meet  with  persons  who  absolutely  refuse  to 
pay  it. 

3.  In  case  of  such  resistance  to  the  payment  of  a  tax  for  school  purposes 
in  excess  of  ten  mills,  boards  of  directors  should  seek  the  advice  of  the 
judge  or  judges  of  their  own  judicial  districts.  As  public  officers  desir- 
ing light  in  regard  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties  this  advice  will  be  every- 
where freely  and  cheerfully  accorded  to  them.  A  copy  of  this  circular 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  judges  consulted  may  serve  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing information  in  regard  to  the  present  status  of  the  question. 

J,  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

%v£>erintendent  Common  Schools. 


vlviii  FORTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


STATISTICAL    STATEMENTS. 


STATEMENT  A. 

Showing  the  financial  condition  of  the  school  districts  of  the  Commonwealth, 

excluding  Philadelphia . 

RECEIPTS. 

Prom  collectors,  unseated  lands,  and  all  other  sources,  ex- 
clusive of  State  appropriation $7  ,247  ,293  63 

From  State  appropriation  for  1874      536  ,625  13 

Total  receipts 7,783,918  76 

EXPENDITURES. 

■Cost  of  instruction $3  ,755  ,399  63 

Fuel,  contingencies,  &c 1 ,961 ,341  60 

Cost  of  school  houses,  including  renting,  re- 
repairing,  &c 1 ,722  ,103  54 

Total  expenditures 7  ,438  ,844  77 


Jalance  in  favor  of  districts 345  ,073  99 


STATEMENT  B. 

Showing  the   condition  of  the  system  for   the  school  year  1875,  excluding 

Philadelphia. 

Whole  number  of  districts 2  ,088 

Whole  number  of  schools 15  ,315 

Whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance 740  ,094 

A  verage  attendance  of  pupils 472  ,283 

Percentage  of  attendance .81 

Average  length  of  school  term 6 .  47 

Average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil 92  cents 

Whole  number  of  male  teachers 8  ,507 

Whole  number  of  female  teachers 9  ,597 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month $40  03 

A  verage  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month 31  03 
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Cost  of  tuition $3  ,755  ,399  63 

Fuel,  contingencies,  &c 1 ,961  ,341  60 

Total  cost  for  purchasing,  building,  renting 

and  repairing  houses 1  ,122  ,103  54 


Total  expenditures  of  the  system  for  tuition,  fuel  and  houses,  $7  ,438  ,844  77 
Total  State  appropriation  for  common  school  purposes,  ex- 
clusive of  County  Superintendents'  salaries 755  ,309  60 

Average  number  of  mills  on  the  dollar,  school  tax 5.86 

Average  number  of  mills  on  the  dollar,  building  tax 4.14 

Amount  of  tax  levied $5  ,983  ,004  90 

Amount  of  tax  levied  and  State  appropriation 6  ,738  ,314  50 


STATEMENT  C. 

Showing  the  School  Statistics  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  year  ending  December 

31,  1874. 

1\ 'hole  number  of  school  houses 424 

Whole  number  of  schools,  counting  as  a  school  the  body  of 

pupils  under  one  permanent  teacher 1 ,776 

Whole  number  of  male  teachers 78 

Whole  number  of  female  teachers 1 ,698 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month $154  62 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month 51  34 

Whole  number  of  controllers 29 

Whole  number  of  directors 420 

Whole  number  of  pupils  registered 149  ;979 

Whole  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  the  schools  at  the 

beginning  of  the  year 87  ,139 

Whole  number  admitted  during  the  year 62  ,840 

Whole  number  left  during  the  year 41  ;698 

Whole  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  the  schools  at  the 

close  of  the  year 92 ,036 

Average  attendance  of  pupils 79  ;565 

Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the   whole  number  regis- 
tered   53 

Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  belong- 
ing to  the  schools  at  the  end  of  the  year 865 

Total  cost  per  pupil  on  average  attendance  per  week $1  85 

Whole  amount  paid  for  salaries  of  teachers 991 ,475  89 

Whole  amount  paid  for  lots,  houses,  additions  and  repairs,         337  ,361  29 
d  School  Rep. 
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Books,  stationery,  fuel  and  contingencies $4.80  ,97  I    IS 

Total  amount  expended  for  school  purposes 1  ,815  ,811  36 

Valuation  of  school  property 5  ,352  ,161  00 

SIGHT    SCHOOLS. 

In  the  table  above  given,  no  account  is  taken  of  the  night  schools.  These 
schools  were  in  session  from  the  '26th  day  of  October,  1874,  to  the  26th  day 
of  January,  1875,  a  period  of  three  months.  Twenty-one  Were  for  males, 
nine  for  females,  seven  were  for  males  and  females,  and  four  were  for  col- 
ored males  and  females,  making  a  total  of  forty-one  schools,  into  which 
were  gathered  16,681  scholars.  Two  hundred  and  fifteen  teachers  were 
employed  to  give  instruction,  and  the  total  cost  was  $30,000  50. 


STATEMENT  D. 

Showing  the  condition  of  the  system  for  the  school  year  1875,  in  comparisoi 
with  its  condition  f  or  the  school  year  1874,  excluding  Philadelphia. 

"Whole  number  of  districts  in  1875 2  ,08!* 

Do do do 1874 2,071 


Increase  in  1875 18 

Whole  number  of  schools  in  1875 15  ,315 

Do do do 1874 14,978 


Increase  in  1875 337 

"Whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  in  1875 740  ,094 

Do do do do 1874 716,728 

Increase  in  1875 23,366 

Average  attendance  of  pupils  in  1875 472  ,283 

Do do do 1874 468,309 


Increase  in  1875 3  ,97  I 

Percentage  of  attendance  in  1875 .81 

Do do do 1S74 .75 


Increase  in  1875 .00 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  1875 6.47 

Do do do 1874 6.37 


Increase  in  1875 .10 
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Average  cost  of  tuition  per  month  for  each  pupil  in  1875.  .  .92 

Do .do do do do 1871 .  .  .93 


Decrease  in  1875 91 

Whole  number  of  male  teachers  in  1875 8  ,507 

Do   ....    do do do..  1871 8,01.0 

Increase  in  1875 497 

Whole  number  of  female  teachers  in  1875 9  ,597 

Do do do do ....  1 874 9  ,654 

Decrease  in  1875 57 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month  in  1875..  $10  03 

Do do do do do 1874 41  88 


Decrease  in  1875 1  85 


Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month  in  1875. . . .  $31  03 

Do do do do do 1874 ....  33  33 


Decrease  in  1875 2  30 


Total  cost  of  tuition  in  1875 $3  ,755  ,399  63 

Do do 1874 3,590,094  47 


Increase  in  1875 , 159  ,305  16 


Fuel,  contingencies,  &c,  in  1875 $1  ,961 ,341  60 

Do   do do  ... .  1874 1 ,652  ,651   94 


Increase  in  1875 308  ,689  66 


Total  cost  of  purchasing,  building,   renting  and  repairing 

school  houses  in  1875  $1 ,722  ,103  54 

Total  for  1874 1 ,600  ,131  62 


Increase  in  1875  121 ,971  92 


Total  expenditures  of  the  system  for  tuition,  building  pur- 
poses and  contingencies  in  1875 $7  ,438 ,844  77 

Total  in  1874 6  ,848  ,878  03 


Increase  in  1875. 589  ,960  74 


Total  State  appropriation  for  1875 81 ,000  ,000  00 

Do do do 1874 760,000  00 


Increase  in  1875 240,000  00 
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Total  .State  appropriation  for  common  school  purposes,  in- 
eluding  amount  paid  to  County  Superintendents,  and  in- 
cluding amount  paid  to  Philadelphia,  in  18T5 $980  ,000  00 

Total  in  1874 740  ,000  00 

Increase  in  1875 240  ,000  00 


STATEMENT  E. 

the  condition  of  (lie  schools  of  Philadelphia  for  the  school  year  end- 
ing December  olst,  1874,  in  comparison  with  the  year  ending  December 
dlst,  1878. 

Whole  number  of  schools  in  1874 1  ,770 

Do do  „ 1873 1 ,663 


Increase  in  1874 113 


Whole  number  of  male  teachers  in  1874 78 

Do do 1873 77 


Increase  in    1874, 1 


AVhole  number  of  female  teachers  in  1874 .         1 ,698 

Do do 1873 1,586 


Increase  in  1874 112 


Whole  number  of  pupils  registered  in  1874 149  ,979 

Do do do 1873 134,046 


Increase  in  1874. 15  ,933 

Whole  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  the  schools  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1874   87  ,139 

Total  in   1873 84  ,234 


Increase  in  1874 2,905 

Number  of  pupils  admitted  during  the  year  1874 62  ,840 

Do do do 1873 49,812 


Increase  in  1874 13  ,028 


Number  of  pupils  left  during  the  year  1874 41 ,698 

Do do do 1873..    36,974 


Increase  in  1874 4  .724 
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Number  of  pupils  belonging  to  the  schools  at  the  close  of 

the  year  1874 <>2  ,036 

Total  in  1873   §6  ,635 


Increase  in  1874 5  ,401 

Average  attendance  of  pupils  in  1S74 79  ,005 

Do do do 1873 717 


Increase  in  1S74 .1  r848 

Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  registered 

in  1874 .53 

Percentage  in  1873 .,ii 

Decrease  in  1874 ,03 

Percentage  of  attendance  upon  the  whole  number  belong- 
ing to  the  schools  at  the  end  of  the  year  1874 .  >G5 

.  Percentage  in  1873 870 


Decrease  in  1874 .  Q05 

Total  cost  of  pupils  on  average  attendance  per  month  in 

1874 si   so 

Total  cost  "in  1873 i    73 


Increase  in  1874 .  - 

Whole  amount  paid  for  salaries  of  teachers  in  1874  .......        $991  ,475  89 

Do do do do 1873 931,213  56 


Increase  in  1874 GO  ,262  33 

Whole  amount   paid  for  lots,   buildings,  repairs  and   ad- 
ditions in  1874 §337  ,301  29 

Whole  amount  in  1873 560  ,3S3  25 


Decrease  in  1874 223  ,021  9G 

Whole  amount  paid  for  books,  stationery,  fuel  and  contin- 
gencies in  1874 $486  ,974  IS 

Whole  amount  in  1873 397  ,455  04 


Increase  in  1874 89  ,519  14 

Total  amount  expended  for  school  purposes  in  1874 $1 ,815  ,811  30 

Whole  amount  in  1873   1 ,889  ,051  85 

Decrease  in  1874 73  240  49 
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STATEMENT  F. 

Showing  the  condition  of  the  system  for  the  school  year  1875,  in  comjmrison 
with  its  condition  for  the  school  year  1814,  including  Philadelphia. 

Whole  number  of  schools  in  1875 ■  17  ,001 

Do do 1874 16,641 


Increase  in  1875 450 

Whole  Dumber  of  teachers  in  1875 10  ,880 

Do do 1874 10,327 


ise  in  1875 


Whole  number  of  pupils  registered  in  1875 800  ,073 

Do do 1874 850,774 


Increase  in  1S75 30  ,200 


Average  attendance  of  pupils  in  1875 551 ,848 

Do do 1874 543  ,026 


Increase  in  1875 8  ,822 


Total  cost  of  tuition  in  1875 $4  ,746  ,875  52 

Do do...  1874 4,527,308  03 


Increase  in  1875 210  ,567  40 


Total  cost  of  fuel  and  contingencies  in  1875 $2  ,448  ,315  70 

Do do 1874 2,050,106  08 


Increase  in  1875 308  ,208  81 


Total  cost  for  building,  purchasing  and  renting  houses  in 

1875 $2  ,050  ,465  83 

Total  cost  for  building,  purchasing  and  renting  houses  in 

1874 2,160,514  87 


Decrease  in  1S75 101,040  04 

Total  expenditures  of  the  system  for  tuition,  building,  rent- 
ing, purchasing  and  repairing  houses,  fuel  and  contingen- 
cies in  1875 $0  ,254  ,656  13 

Total  in  1874 8  ,737  ,020  88 


Increase  in  1875 , 516  ,726  26 
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Total  amount  paid  for  salaries  of  County  Superintendents 

in  1875 13,606 

Total  in  1814 15  ,186 


Decrease  in  1815 2,186 

Average  number  of  mills  on  the  dollar,  school  tax  in  1815,  5.86 

Do do do 1814,  1 .  55 


Decrease  in  1875 1.69 

Average  number  of  mills  on  the  dollar,  building  tax  in  1815,  4. 14 

Do do do 1814,  5.02 


Decrease  in  1815 .88 

Whole  amount  of  tax  levied  and  State  appropriation  in  1S15,  $6  ,738  ,314  50 
Do ...do do 1814,     0,413,895  58 


Increase  in  1815 324  ,418  92 


Amount  of  tax  levied  in  districts  in  1815 $5  ,983  ,004  90 

Do do 1814 5,181,833  95 


Increase  in  1815 195  ,110  95 


Amount  received  from  collectors,  including  State  appropria- 
tion for  1814  in  1815 $1  ,183  ,918  16 

Amount  received  in  1814 7  ,284  ,158  94 


Increase  in  1875 499  ,159  82 


STATEMENT  G. 

Showing  apportionment  of  the  appropriation  made  for  school  purposes  and 
■    the  expenditures  of  the  Department,  for  the  General  System. 

State  appropriation  for  the  school  year  ending  June,  1815,  Si  ,000  ,000  00 

Of  this  sum  there  was  paid  : 

To  Normal  schools $20  ,000  00 

To  Cornpianter  Indians 300  00 

To  non-accepting  districts 834  10 

--     21,134  10 

918,865  30 
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Of  this  sum  there  was  apportioned  by  special  act  to   Philadelphia,  and 
to  districts  having  city  ami  borough  Superintendents,  as  follows  : 

To    Philadelphia $1T1 ,090  40 

Allegheny '    15  ,632  24 

Allentown 5  ,302  06 

Altoona 3  ,T6S  06 

I  'arbondale 1  ,656  72 

*  Chester 1  .s  to  80 

Easton 3  ,147  04 

Erie 6  ,255  60 

Harrisburg 6  ,635  2 

]  Tyde  Park 3  ,680  56 

Lebanon 2  ,048  80 

Lock  Haven 2  ,273  i  1 

Meadvllle 2  406  50 

Norristown 3  ,035  76 

Pittsburg 32  ,407   70 

Pottsville 3  ,308  21 

Reading 10,003  76 

Scranton 5 ,888  48 

Titusville 2  ,880  80' 

Wilkes-Barre 3  ,017  04 

Williamsport 3  ,078  00- 

York 3,225  04 

£203,544  16 


685,321   14 
Of  this  sum  there  was  paid  : 

To  County  Superintendents -73  ,600  00 


Balance 611  ,721  14 


This  balance  of  £61 J  ,721   14  was  apportioned  among  2,088  districts  at 
the  rate  of  ninety-three  cents  per  taxable. 

Dr. 

To  State  appropriation  for  the  school  year  ending  June, 

1875  $1  ,000  ,000  00 

Cr. 

By  amount  paid  to  Normal  schools $20  ,000  00 

Do do Cornplanter  Indians 300  00 

Do do. . .  .„ non-accepting  districts..  . .  834  7" 

To  districts  having  Borough  or  City  Superin- 
tendents       68,098  16 
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As  salary  to  County  Superintendents $73  ,600  00 

To  1,847  school  districts 556  ,32!)  57 

By  balance  unpaid 280  ,837  57 

$1,000,000  90 

EXPENDITURES    FOE    THE    CORNPLANTER    INDIANS. 

Amount  of  appropriation  for  1S75 $300  00 

Balance  due  County  Superintendent  in  1874.  .     ,         19  84 


$280  16- 


To  A.  D.  Davis  &  Co.,  for  books $3  60 

To  Ilazleton,  Orr  &  Co.,  for  books 2  40 

To  Miss  Ella  Sill,  for  teaching 258  00 

Cash  on  hand 16  16 


280  16S 


STATEMENT  II. 
Showing  the  expenditures  of  the  Department  for  its  ova  support. 

APPROPRIATION    FOR    SALARIES. 

Salary  of  Superintendent,  act  April  9",  1873 $2  ,500  00 

Do Deputy  Superintendent 1  ,800  00 

Do. . .  .additional  Deputy  Superintendent 1 ,800  00 

Do.  .  .  .three  clerks,  at  $1,400  each 4  ,200  00 

Do ....  messenger 900  00 

1  1  ,200  00 

APPROPRIATIONS    FOR    INCIDENTAL.-. 

For  expenses  of  Principals  of  State  Normal  schools  and  Su- 
perintendents in  attending  annual  examinations 00  00 

For  engraving  and  printing  warrants 200  00 

For  postage,  telegrams,  express  charges,  cleaning  offices, 

traveling  and  other  incidental  expenses 2  ,500  .00 

For  publishing  and  circulating  the  official  decisions  and  in- 
structions of  the  Department 2  ,500  00 


5,500  00 


BY    AMOUNT    EXPENDED. 

For  expenses  of  Principals  of  State  Normal  schools  and  Su- 
perintendents in  attending  annual  examinations $277   70 
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For  postage,  telegrams,  express  charges,  cleaning  offices, 

traveling  and  other  incidental  expenses $2  ,678  34 

For  publishing  and  circulating  the  official  decisions  and  in- 
structions of  the  Department 2  ,344  65 

5  ,300  69 

Unexpended  balance 199  31 


STATEMENT  I. 

Showing  the  estimates  of  appropriations  needed  for  the  General  System  for 

1877. 
For  common  schools,  including  those  of  Philadelphia  and 

salaries  of  County  Superintendents $1  ,000  ,000  00 

For  Normal  schools 100  ,000  00 

For  Normal  schools,  to  be  expended  in  aid  of  students  on 
the  same  conditions  as  ^hose  imposed  by  appropriation 
act  of  1868 32  ,000  00 


STATEMENT  J. 
Showing  the  amount  of  State  appropriation  paid  to  the  State  Normal  schools. 

FIRST    DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1871 

Do do 1873 

Do do 1874 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1874 

Do do 1875 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers  as  teachers  in  1872. . . . 

Do do do 1873.... 

Do do. do 1875. .. . 

Appropriation  for  other  students  as  teachers  in  1871 

Do do do 1872 

Do do do 1873 

Do do do 1874 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1871 


$15 

,000  00 

10 

,000  00 

10 

,000  00 

500  00 

650  00 

54  12 

227  60 

09  75 

557  00 

249  00 

860  24 

809  50 

130  91 

39 

,114  12 
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SECOND    DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1861. $5  '00°  0() 

Do       do 1863. 5,00000 

Do"  do 1865 5,00000 

Do"/;/.: do 1874 If., 000  00 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1865 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 
Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1866 


do .  .  . 

. .  .  1867. 

do..  . 

. ...  1868. 

do ... . 

. ...  1869, 

do ... . 

.  ...  1870 

.  ...  1871 

do.... 

. .  . .  1872 

do .... 

. ...  1873 

do.... 

....  1874 

,  do .  .  . . 

....  1875 

800  00 
850  00 
1,600  00 
1,500  00 
1,300  00 
1,900  00 
1  ,100  00 
1,600  00 
1  ,600  00 
1,800  00 
179  00 

Do  do do 1867.  19300 

Do        do do 1868....  132  00 

Do  do do 1869....  155  00 

Do        do do 1870....  181  00 

Do do do 1871....  US  00 

Do do do    1872....  601  97 

Do do do 1873....  548  74 

Do do do 1874....  ^  351  00 

Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1866. . . .  3  ,330  50 

Do do do 1 867  ...  •  3  ,365  80 

Do do do 1868....  3,981  00 

Do .  .  .' do  ... do 1869  ....  4  ,895  00 

Do     do do 1870....  4,980  50 

Do  ...do do 1871..-.  4,064  50 

Do  .do do 1872....  5,032  30 

Do do do 1873....  1,980  00 

Do do   do 1874....  3,141  07 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1866 .         353  02 

Do do do 1868.. 79  30 

Do do do 1869 157  40 

Do do do 1870 47  77 

Do do do 1S71 136  91 

82,088  38 


Ix  FORTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

THIRD    DISTRICT. 

Appropriations  from  the  State  in  1807 &5  ,000  00 

Do do 1868 5  ,000  00 

Do do 1869 5,000  00 

Do do 1873 10,000  00 

Do do :S74 10,000  00 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1S68 300  00' 

Do do 1869 700  00 

Do do 1 S70 500  00 

Do   do 1871 300  00 

Do do 1872 150  00 

Do do 1873 200  00 

Do do 1874 900  00 

Do do 1875 950  00 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1867  ....  14  00 

Do do   do 1868 34  00 

Do   do do 1872 9  96 

Do do do 1873....  50  00 

Do do do 1874....  S9  00 

Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1866  , 330  50 

Do do do 1867 862  10 

.Do do do 1868 55S  50 

Do do do 1869 804  50 

Do do do 1870 1,105  00 

Do do do 1871 702  50 

Do do do 1872 1,209  26 

Do do do   1873 1  ,647  49 

Do do do 1874 /  1  ,463  00 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1866 353  G2 

Do do do....  1868 79  30 

Do do do. ...1869 157  40 

Do do do.. ..1870 47  77 

Do do do...  .1871 136  91 

48,654  81 

FIFTH    DISTRK  T. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1863 $5  ,000  00 

Do do 1864 5,000  00 

Do do 1865 5,000  00 

Do do 1872 10,000  00 

Do do 1873 10,000  00 

Do do 1874 5,000  00 
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Vppropriation  for  graduates  in  1866 sh-)0  °0 

Do   do 1867 850  00 

Do do 1868 1,400  00 

Do          do 1869 850  00 

Do do 1870 850  00 

Do           do 1871 I  ..500  00 

Do         do 1872 400  00 

Do     do 1873 800  00 

Do do 1874 800  00 

Do do 1875 1,400  00 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1867 125  00 

Do...: do do 1868....  112  00 

Do. do do 1869....  126  00 

Do do do 1S70 ....  9b  00 

Do do do 1871....  140  00 

Do do do 1872....  126  38 

Do do do 1873....  275  02 

Do do do 1874....  521  50 

Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1866 772  00 

Do do do 1867....  1,472  00 

Do do do 1868....  1,026  50 

Do do do 1869....  1,299  50 

Do do do 1870....  1,481  00 

Do do do 1871...  .  1,052  50 

Do do do 1872  ....  1  ,087  62 

Do do do 1S73....  873  34 

Do :..do do 1874....  827  50 

60,915  86 

SIXTH    DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1869 $5  ,000  00 

Do do 1870 10  ,000  00 

Do do 1872 10  ,000  00 

Do do 1872 : 10  ,000  00 

Do do 1874 5  ,000  00 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1870 400  00 

Do do 1871 500  00 

Do do 1872 250  00 

Do do 1873 200  00 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1873 145  00 

Do do do 1874....     .  247   75 
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Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1869 

Do do do 1870 

Do do do 1S71 

Do do do    1872 

Do do do 1873 

Do do do 1874 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus    in  1868... 

Do do do 1S69.  .  .  . 

Do do po 1870 

Do do do   1871  ..  .. 


$417  00 

600  50 

187  00 

192  00 

338  OS 

(141  75 

79  30 

.  .  ..  '     157  40 

.  . . .        47  77 

136  91 

44,540  46 

SEVENTH    DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1871 

Do do   1873 

Do do   1874 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1874 

Do do 1875 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1872 

Do do do 1873. 

Do do do 1874. 

Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1872, 

Do do do 1873. 

Do do do 1874. 


$15,000  00 

20,000  00 

5,000  00 

1,200  00 

1  ,100  00 

81  48 

185  00 

278  50 

568  52 

1,741  46 

1,141   75 

46,296  71 


TENTH    DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1869 

Do do 1870 

Do do 1871 

Do do 1872 

Do do 1874 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1875 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers  as  teachers  in  1874. 
Appropriation  for  other  students  as  teachers  in  1874. 


$5,000  00 

5,000  00 

5,000  0(> 

10,000  00 

5,000  00 

100  00 

225  50 

448  37 


30,773  87 
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TWELFTH    DISTRICT. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  18G1 $5  ,000  Ou 

Do do 1862 5  ,000  00 

Do do 1863 5  ,000  00 

Do do 1873 10,000  00 

Do do 1874 5,000  00 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1866 300  00' 

Do do 1867 250  00 

Do do 1868 550  00 

Do do 1869 250  00 

Do do 1870 850  00 

Do do 1871 950  00 

Do do 1872 900  00 

Do do 1873 900  00 

Do do 1874 •  800  00 

Do • do 1875., 750  00- 

Appropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1866 150  50 

Do do do 1867  ....  266  00 

Do do ....do 1868....  110  00 

Do do do 1869....  140  00 

Do do do 1870....  187  00 

Do... do do .1871....  83  00 

Do do do 1872....  180  05 

Do do do 1873....  297  76 

Do do do 1874....  510  25 

Appropriation  for  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1866 2,054  00' 

Do do do 1867  ... .  1 ,824  59 

Do do do •  1868....  I  ,719  50 

Do do .....do .1869....  2,077  60 

Do do do 1870....  2,068  50 

Do do do 1871....  2,094  00 

Do do do 1872....  2,810  78 

Do do do 1873....  3,208  48 

Do do do 1874....  3,660  75 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1866 353  52 

Do do do.... 1868 79  30 

Do do do.... 1869 157  40 

Do do do. ...1870 47  77 

Do do do 1871 136  81 

60,717  56 
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LINCOLN    UNIVERSITY. 

Appropriation  from  the  State  in  1869 $2  ,500  00 

Do do 1873 10  ,000  00 

Appropriation  for  graduates  in  1870 150  00 

Do do 1872 100  00 

'.  ppropriation  for  disabled  soldiers,  as  teachers,  in  1867  ....  188  00 

Do do do 1868....  147  00 

Do do do 1870....  £8  00 

Do do do 1873....  191   77 

Appropriation  For  other  students,  as  teachers,  in  1867  ....  679  00 

Do do do 1868....  46S  00 

Do do do 1870....  47150 

Do do do 1871....  1,029  50 

Do do do 1872....  1,762  00 

Do....: do do 1873....  1,050  15 

Appropriation  for  library  and  apparatus  in  1867 633  00 

Do do do.. .  .  1868 1  ,885  00 

Do do do. ...1870 1,840  50 

Do do do. ...1871 1,470  50 

Do do 'do. ...1872 638  00 


25,241  92 

Appropriations  paid  to  assist  schools  to  obtain  recognition  as  State  Nor- 
mal schools. 

For  aid  in  Eighth  district  in  1872,  1873,  1874,  1875 $30  ,000  00 

For  aid  in  Ninth  district  in  1871,  1874 25,000  00 

55,000  00 

Total  amount  paid $493  ,343  69 

Balance  of  appropriation  not  yet  paid 28  ,000  00 

Total  amount  appropriated 521 ,343  69 
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STATEMENT  K. 

Allowing  what  lias  been  done  under  the  laivs  of  l%6$   and  1871,  relative  to 
Non-accepting  School  Districts. 

COUNTIES.  DISTRICTS. 

Reaver Harmony 

Berks District 

Bedford Southampton 

Jefferson Barnett 

Lancaster West  Cocalico 

M'Kean Wetmore 

Northumberland Cameron 

Do Jackson    

Do Jordan 

Do Mananoy,  Upper 

Do Mahanoy,  Lower 

Do Mahanoy,  Little 

Do Washington 

Somerset Conemaugh 

Schuylkill Brunswick,  West 

Do Mahantango,  Upper 

Do Penn,  West 

Westmoreland Ligonier  borough , 

Wyoming .Falls 

Do Tunkhannock 

Do |.  Washington 

Do Overfield 

York Manlfeim 


AMOUNT. 

$532 

84 

560 

35 

967 

86 

217 

53 

1,855 

11 

36 

74 

395 

74 

748 

02 

819 

73 

648 

63 

S06 

43 

345 

26 

719 

01 

929 

45 

356 

58 

533 

70 

356 

58 

151 

70 

457 

62 

651 

69 

834 

70 

314  47 

1,247 

37 
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5    wing  the  estima 

Adams 

Allegheny 

Armstrong 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clearfield 

Clarion 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest  

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon 

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata 

Lancaster 


STATEMENT  L. 

led  value  of  Ike  School  Property  of  Ike  Stale. 

$122  ,220    Lawrence ,  169  ,000 

3,751,968    Lebanon 184,000 

200  ,200    Lehigh 7 15  ,000 

220,750    Luzerne 980,000 

131 ,200    Lycoming 270  ,700 

693,750    M'Kean 65,300 

•221  ,400    Mercer 345  ,000 

277,595    Mifflin 100,995 

338  ,250    Monroe 07  ,650 

193  ,000    Montgomery 173  ,750 

240,850    Montour 88,200 

16  ,055  :  Northampton 580  ,900 

182,810    Northumberland 121,000 

166,450    Ferry 117,000 

434,000    Fike 28,500 

121,400    Potter 67,300 

116,900    Schuylkill 725,000 

125,'oOO    Snyder 73,600 

114,800    Somerset 111,000 

399,700    Sullivan 63,000 

241,500    Susquehanna 68,240 

525,790    Tiogaj 145,000 

276,500    Union 104,000 

55  ,000'  Venango 225  ,500 

430  ,000    Warren 176 ,800 

296  ,500    Washington 305  ,000 

32,000    Wayne 114,000 

250  ,000    Westmoreland 430  ,800 

27   905     Wyoming 78  ,000 

173,450    York 347,500 

142,000    Philadelphia 5,352,161 

180,250  24,260,789 

123,000 
70,000 

611  ,500  ■ 
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STATEMENT  M. 
Showing  the  number  of  Permanent  Certificates  granted. 


Adams. 


Allegheny 289 


15 


Lancaster. 
Lawrence. 

Lebanon  . 


Armstrong 

Beaver 23    Lehigh 


Bedford 

Berks 

Blair  

Bradford 

Bucks.    

Butler 

Cambria .... 
Cameron. .  .  . 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester  .... 

Clarion 

Columbia  .. 
Clearfield... . 

Clinton 

Crawford  . . 
Cumberland 


Dauphin 2 


Delaware 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette  .... 

Forest 

Franklin.. . . 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon 
Indiana 
Jefferson  . . . 
Juniata 


10  Luzerne 

30    Lycoming 

20    M'Kean 

18  !  Mercer 

18    Mifflin 

1 1  Monroe 

12  Montgomery  .  . . 
0    Montour 

Northampton  .  .  . 
Northumberland 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

;  I  Schuylkill 

4    Snyder 

11    Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna. .  . 

Tioga 

Union.  .• 

Venango  

Warren 

0  i  Washington  .  . . 

30  j  Wayne 

10  '  Westmoreland.. 

Wyoming 

York 


17 
31 
53 

9 
10 


IT 


13 

0 

8 

26 


19 


25 
6 
3 


Total 


73 
9 

45 
45 

54 

37 
0 

10 

24 
4 

26 
2 

23 

29 

10 
4 
5 

40 

10 

3 

0 

6 

3 

9 

30 

23 

56 

7 

35 

0 

40 

1,495 
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OF 


COUNTY    SUPERINTENDENTS, 


ADAMS  COUNTY.— Aarox  Sheely. 


This  report  must  be  brief  for  the  reason  that,  having  reported  very  fully 
last  year,  I  have  but  little  of  interest  and  importance  to  communicate  now. 
The  average  condition  of  our  schools  has  not  materially  changed  during  the 
year.  We  have  them  of  various  degrees  of  excellence,  ranging  from  1  to  5, 
graded  on  the  basis  of  the  figures  on  the  provisional  certificate.  Although 
we  have  not  reached  our  ideal  standard  in  our  year's  work,  yet  the  general 
result  is  satisfactory. 

As  a  consequence  of  county  and  district  institutes,  Normal  school  train- 
ing, professional  reading,  and  more  thorough  supervision,  I  find  more  method 
and  system  employed  in  the  every-day  work  of  the  school  room  than  here- 
tofore. The  unphilosophical  and  arbitrary  manner  of  teaching,  so  common 
a  few  years  ago,  is  fast  giving  way  to  more  rational  and  enlightened  methods 
of  instruction.     In  this  respect  there  is  decided  improvement. 

New  Houses.— Four  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year — two  in  Cone- 
wago,  and  one  each  in  Mount  Pleasant  and  Reading.  These  are  all  fine, 
large  structures,  beautifully  located,  and  are  in  every  respect  well  adapted 
to  the  use  for  which  they  are  intended.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that 
they  were  much  needed,  and  that  they  have  taken  the  place  of  what  were 
long  a  standing  reproach  to  their  respective  districts.  It  is  proper  to  say, 
also,  that  the  Hampton  and  Heidlersburg  houses  were  repaired  and  greatly 
improved  last  fall. 

It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  the  matter  of  good 
school  houses  we  are  well  supplied.  During  the  war,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  subsequent  to  it,  when  money  was  comparatively  plenty  and  cheap, 
and  when  it  was  apparently  an  easy  thing  for  people  to  pay  taxes,  the  di- 
rectors of  a  majority  of  the  districts  in  the  county  availed  themselves  of 
the  favorable  opportunity  to  build  needed  houses.  Consequently,  we  are 
well  provided  in  this  respect. 
1   School  Rep. 


2  ADAMS  COUNTY. 

Of  the  few  districts  that  remain  deficient  in  this  particular,  may  be  men- 
tioned Berwick  borough,  York  Springs  borough,  Straban,  Liberty,  Berwick 
township,  Cumberland,  Franklin,  Hamilton,  Latimore,  Germany  and  Read- 
ing, of  which  the  seven  last  mentioned  will,  I  understand,  each  put  up  one 
new  house  the  coming  season.  It  is  hoped  the  good  work  may  continue 
until  not  a  single  house  unfit  for  school  purposes  remains  to  tell  its  sad  tale. 

Furniture. — All  the  new  houses  were  provided  with  substantial  home- 
made furniture,  except  that  in  Reading,  which  was  furnished  with  Ban- 
croft's new  gothic  desk.  This  furniture,  an  experiment  here,  is  giving  such 
universal  satisfaction  that  all  new  houses  hereafter  to  be  built  in  that  dis- 
trict will  be  similarly  furnished.  The  people  of  Adams  are  but  just  begin- 
ning to  realize  and  appreciate  the  superior  advantages  of  improved  school 
furniture.  Wherever  it  has  been  introduced  it  is  speaking  its  own  praises, 
and  is  recommending  itself.  During  the  coming  season  a  number  of  houses 
will  be  thus  furnished. 

Schools. — In  the  main  the  schools  have  done  reasonably  well  during  the 
year.  As  already  remarked,  we  have  not  accomplished  all  that  was  desir- 
able, yet  we  feel  that  we  have  reason  to  be  encouraged.  We  have  done 
about  all  that  could  be  done  under  the  circumstances.  The  hindrances  ami 
obstacles  to  progress  pointed  out  in  my  last  report,  still  remain  to  a  great 
extent.  Among  the  chief  of  these  are  youth,  inexperience,  and  insufficient 
scholarship  on  the  part  of  teachers  ;  and  lack  of  sympathy  and  proper  en- 
couragement in  the  teacher's  work  on  the  part  of  the  public.  These  seem 
to  operate  both  as  causes  and  effects  at  the  same  time.  Thus  we  have  on 
the  one  hand  an  undue  proportion  of  youthful  and  unskillful  teachers,  be- 
cause of  a  want  of  proper  sympathy  and  encouragement  to  those  well  qual- 
ified ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  public  withhold  their  full  co-operation  and 
support  because  teachers  sometimes  lack  that  age  and  efficiency  which  they 
in  their  mistaken  ideas  of  economy  arc  rarely  willing  to  purchase. 

Owing  to  superior  pecuniary  inducements  offered  abroad,  we  lose  every 
year  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  of  our  best  teachers  by  emigration 
alone.  Their  places  must  necessarily  be  filled  by  the  young  and  inexpe- 
rienced, who,  though  they  labor  faithfully  and  diligently  to  the  extent  of 
their  knowledge  and  ability,  seldom  meet  with  that  success  which  comes 
only  with  age  and  practice.  This  is  an  evil  the  removal  of  which  has  taxed 
our  ingenuity  and  best  efforts  for  a  long  time ;  but,  so  far  as  we  can  see  at 
present,  we  are  as  far  as  ever  from  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  difficulty. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  superintendent  has  it  in  his  power  to  remedy 
such  a  state  of  things  by  raising  the  standard  of  teachers'  qualifications  so 
high  that  none  but  the  very  best  can  obtain  certificates,  and  thus,  by  mak- 
ing teachers  scarce,  compel  directors  to  pay  salaries  sufficient  not  only  to 
keep  our  best  native  teachers  at  home,  but  to  attract  first-class  talent  from 


ADAMS  COUNTY.  3 

abroad.  This  is  very  good  in  theory,  but  impossible  in  practice.  However 
well  the  plan  may  work  elsewhere,  it  has  been  found  a  failure  here.  There 
are  districts  in  this  county  that  would  rather  forfeit  their  share  of  the  State 
appropriation  than  be  forced  to  pay  more  than  their  accustomed  twenty-live 
and  thirty  dollars  a  month  for  teaching. 

The  remedy  must  be  sought  elsewhere.  In  my  opinion  it  lies  with  the 
people  themselves,  who  are  constantly  clamoring  for  cheap  teachers  and  low 
taxes,  even  though  they  be  attained  at  the  expense  of  the  schools  and  the 
dearest  interests  of  those  who  attend  them.  Not  until  there  is  an  improve- 
ment in  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  common  school  education,  and  not 
until  those  who  are  wearing  out  their  lives  teaching  public  schools,  receive 
that  support  and  encouragement  from  the  public  which  they  have  a  right 
to  ask,  and  without  which  the  highest  success  in  teaching  is  impossible, 
can  we  expect  our  common  schools  to  reach  that  degree  of  prosperity  and 
excellence  contemplated  by  the  founders  of  the  system. 

Teachers. — A  majority  of  our  young  teachers  are  ambitious  to  excel  in 
their  chosen  vocation,  and  are  putting  forth  laudable  efforts  for  self-improve- 
ment. A  few,  however,  seem  to  attain  the  height  of  their  professional  as- 
pirations when  they  succeed  in  obtaining  certificates  of  any  grade  "good 
for  one  year."  Armed  with  these  they  rest  entirely  secure  until  next  ex- 
amination day  rouses  them  from  their  lethargy  to  a  sort  of  sluggish  activity, 
but  as  soon  as  the  danger  is  past  for  the  time  being,  they  relapse  into  their 
accustomed  stupidity.  All  such  would  do  well  to  ponder  the  Scriptural 
injunction,  "  Let  him  that  thinketh  he  standeth,  take  heed  lest  he  fall." 

We  have  also  unfortunately  a  lew  of  another  class  who,  though  possessed 
of  talents  as  instructors,  are  totally  deficient  in  steadiness  and  moral  prin- 
ciple. Whilst  I  entertain  for  these  none  but  the  kindest  feelings  person- 
ally, duty  compels  me  to  say,  that  their  well  known  and  oft-repeated  ir- 
regularities are  altogether  incompatible  with  their  functions  as  public  edu- 
cators, and  cannot  longer  be  tolerated.  The  same  power  which  made  their 
certificates  can  unmake  them.  It  is  hoped  this  general  admonition  may  be 
sufficient. 

Visitations.— All  the  schools  in  the  county,  except  two,  were  visited  once, 
and  many  a  second  time.  The  time  usually  spent  in  each  school  varied 
from  thirty  minutes  to  three  hours,  the  average  being  about  an  hour  and  a 
half,  which  was  generally  spent  in  examining  into  the  condition  of  the 
school,  and  everything  pertaining  to  it ;  in  noting  the  methods  of  teaching 
employed,  and  in  giving  such  advice  and  instruction  as  both  teacher  and 
pupils  seemed  to  need. 

Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  held  in  Gettysburg  from  December 
7-11,  inclusive.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was  large,  as  usual,  and  much 
interest  was  manifested  from   first  to  last.     The  lecturers  and  instructors 
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for  the  occasion,  were  Rev.  M.  Valentine,  D.  D.,  and  Profs.  P.  M.  Bickel 
aud  J.  A.  Ilimes,  of  Pennsylvania  College,  John  G.  Morris,  D.  D.,  of  Bal- 
timore, Md.,  Mrs.  Anna  S.  Randall  Diehl,  of  New  York,  Prof.  J.  W.  Shoe- 
maker, of  Philadelphia,  and  Prof.  Chas  M.  Carter,  of  the  Shippensburg 
State  Normal  School.  All  these  did  their  work  well.  The  teachers  also 
came  up  to  the  work  nobly  ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  our  professional  help 
was,  in  a  large  measure,  crowded  out.  All  rne  sessions  were  largely  at- 
tended by  people  from  all  parts  of  the  county,  and  we  have  reason  to 
believe  were  productive  of  much  good. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY.— A.  T.  Douthett. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  much  progress  in  the  educational  work  of 
the  county.  In  passing  through  a  country  one  is  accustomed  to  estimate 
the  wealth  and  progress  of  the  people  by  the  style  of  the  buildings,  beauty 
of  the  dwelling  houses,  workshops  and  manufactories,  and  the  attractive- 
ness of  the  surroundings,  and  may  we  not,  and  ought  we  not,  to  adopt  the 
same  rule  in  judging  of  our  educational  progress  ?  In  a  word,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  see  the  school  houses  and  play  grounds  to  determine,  measur- 
ably, the  status  of  education  in  any  village  or  neighborhood,  and  to  deter" 
mine  with  great  certainty  where  are  the  good  schools  of  the  county.  At 
least  such  has  been  to  a  large  extent  my  experience,  and  oh,  how  true  the 
maxim.  "  as  the  school  house  so  the  school."  I  find  as  a  general  thing  in 
those  districts  having  the  best  houses,  they  have  the  best  schools,  longest 
terms,  highest  salaries,  and  consequently  the  best  teachers. 

School  Houses. — During  the  past  year  nine  new  school  houses  were  built, 
aud  from  their  styie  they  may  be  regarded  as  sufficient  evidence  of  the  zeal 
of  our  people  in  educational  matters.  The  districts  having  the  new  houses 
are  as  follows,  viz:  One  in  Chartiers,  one  in  North  Payette,  one  in  South 
Fayette,  one  in  Millvale  borough,  two  in  Mifflin,  one  in  Indiana,  one  in  Jef- 
ferson and  one  in  Wilkins.  All  of  them  are  well  adapted  to  the  end  in  view, 
being  built  after  the  most  approved  plans,  and  adapted  to  the  progressive 
spirit  of  the  age.  In  neatness  of  architecture,  durability,  size  and  conve- 
nience of  arrangement,  they  will  compare  favorably  with  any  others  in  the 
countv.  The  one  in  Millvale  borough  is  a  two-story  brick  house,  with  six 
large  rooms  and  a  hall ;  school  rooms  furnished  with  the  latest  and  most 
approved  style  of  single  and  double  desks.  Special  mention  must  also  be 
made  of  the  one  built  in  Swissvale;  house  a  large  six  roomed  brick  build- 
ing, costing  $12,000;  it  is  neat  aud  ornamental  in  appearance,  furnishing 
the  beholder  with  the  proper  idea  of  what  a  school  house  should  be.  while 
at  the  same  time  it  affords  abundant  evidence  of  a  most  praiseworthy  public 
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spirit  upon  the  part  of  the  school  directors  of  Wilkins  township.  The  two- 
storj'  house  in  Mifflin  is  well  calculated  for  a  graded  school,  which  was  so 
much  needed.  A  few  of  the  old  houses  were  re-fitted  and  supplied  with 
new  furniture,  and  globes  and  outline  maps  placed  in  six  schools.  There 
is  yet  room  for  improvement  in  the  way  of  supplying  many  of  the  old  houses 
with  suitable  furniture,  and  it  is  hoped  that  directors  may  at  once  realize 
the  importance  of  acting  promptly  in  this  matter,  that  soon  there  may  not 
be  a  house  in  the  county  with  anything  but  first  class  furniture. 

Schools. — In  a  county  like  ours  the  character  of  our  schools,  taken  to- 
gether, should  not  be  expected  to  present  any  very  sudden  or  marked 
change  from  year  to  year.  But  in  order  to  determine  their  character  in  any 
given  year,  more  depends  upon  the  kind  of  teachers  whom  the  directors 
employ,  than  from  any  special  influence  which  may  emanate  from  our  gen- 
eral system  ;  hence  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  schools  in  certain  dis- 
tricts exemplifications  of  great  excellence  one  year,  while  in  another  they 
may  decline,  and  be  comparatively  worthless.  The  year  now  closed  lias 
been  one  in  which  many  changes  have  been  witnessed,  more  perhaps  than 
usual.  In  man}r  instances  the  directors  secured  the  services  of  excellent 
teachers,  and  as  a  necessary  consequence  the  schools,  under  their  instruc- 
tion, were  a  complete  success.  In  some  cases,  however,  the  services  of 
either  first  or  second  rate  teachers  were  not  to  be  had,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  schools  under  their  instruction  were  failures.  But  i£  may  be  said  that 
these  instances  of  want  of  success  are  the  exceptions  ;  for  the  most  part 
our  teachers  have  given  general  satisfaction,  proving  themselves  capable, 
earnest  and  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  all  the  duties  devolving  upon  them 
in  their  respective  fields  of  labor.  May  the  number  of  faithful,  earnest 
teachers  be  largely  multiplied,  supplying  the  great  want  in  our  educational 
system,  spreading  their  influence  and  efficient  instruction  in  every  district 
of  the  county. 

Higher  Education.— The  question :  "What  kind  of  education  should  the 
State  provide  ?  is  forcing  itself  upon  us,  and  is  fraught  with  the  deepest 
interest  to  our  people  at  this  time,  for  upon  its  proper  solution  largely  de- 
pends the  happiness  of  the  rising  generation.  "We  know  that  there  are 
many  persons  who  do  not  think  that  any  system  of  education  should  be 
sustained  by  the  public,  looking  to  the  education  of  the  children  of  the 
State,  beyond  that  of  the  common  branches  now  specified  by  law.  Let  it 
be  remembered  by  all  such,  however,  that  in  our  public  schools  the  boys 
and  girls  are  largely  to  be  trained  for  the  positions  they  are  to  occupy  in 
after  life.  As  men  and  women,  a  majority  of  them  will  receive  no  other 
education  than  that  provided  in  our  common  schools  ;  hence  as  men  and 
women,  they  must  come  in  contact  with  other  men  and  women  in  different 
positions  in  life,  and  this,  too,  on  terms  of  equality;  and  certainly  it  will 
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be  but  poor  preparation  for  this  intercourse,  if  the  boys  and  girls  of  our 
public  schools  are  to  be  put  off  with  a  mere  rudimentary  training1;  hence 
the  question  of  higher  education  becomes  one  of  great  importance.  The 
demand  for  higher  culture  is  now  being  made,  and  must  soon  be  met.  How 
this  higher  educatii  n  is  to  be  provided,  is  the  question,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
answered  according  to  individual  whims  or  by  personal  controversy — it  is 
far  beyond  the  control  of  any  individual,  class,  party  or  church.  Neither 
is  it  a  local  question,  but  one  which  is  of  universal  interest,  and  will  not 
be  settled  until  it  is  settled  by  the  popular  will,  and  settled  so  as  to  meet 
the  demands  ot  the  times.  Nor  do  we  wish  to  see  it  settled  until  ample 
provision  is  made  for  the  thorough  education  of  every  child  of  the  county, 
so  that  universal  education  and  freedom  may  go  hand  in  hand  throughout 
the  county  and  State. 

County  and  City  Institute. — Our  County  and  City  Institute  was  held  in 
the  hall  of  the  Fourth  Ward  public  school,  Alleghen}*  City,  commencing 
on  Monday,  March  29,  and  closing  April  3.  It  was  attended  by  about  our 
usual  number  of  teachers.  The  interest  taken  in  it  was  very  good,  and 
much  practical  instruction  was  given.  The  exercises  were  such  as  to 
greatly  benefit  teachers,  and  fit  them  for  a  more  thorough  performance  of 
school  work.  Lectures  were  given  by  Profs.  Fradenburg,  Curry,  State 
Superintendent  'Wickersham,  and  others,  all  of  which  proved  interesting 
to  teachers  and  spectators. 

Visitations  — The  work  of  visiting  the  schools  was  commenced  early  in 
September,  and  continued  up  to  the  close  of  the  year. 

Conclusion. — Since  we  have  had  the  honor  of  acting  as  Superintendent, 
we  have  labored  for  the  educational  welfare  of  the  children  of  the  county 
with  unsparing  efforts.  The  results  we  have  achieved  afford  us  no  little 
gratification.  Slowly,  steadily,  but  none  the  less  sureh*,  have  Ave  seen  the 
teachers  improving,  until  this  day  they  will  compare  favorably  with  any 
corps  of  teachers  in  the  land,  and  as  a  necessary  consequence  the  schools 
under  their  care  will  stand  the  test  with  any  in  the  State.  Many  evils  have 
been  corrected.  Improvements  introduced,  which,  at  first,  met  with  great 
resistance,  are  now  in  full  success,  putting  to  shame  all  opposition,  and 
fully  vindicating  the  wisdom  of  their  adoption.  If,  however,  in  conduct- 
ing the  affairs  of  our  schools  we  have  made  any  mistakes  or  errors,  they 
have  been  of  the  mind  rather  than  of  the  heart.  All  our  efforts  have  been 
prompted  by  what  we  thought  would  best  subserve  the  interest  of  our 
schools,  contribute  most  largely  to  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  common 
school  education,  which,  in  the  highest  and  best  sense,  is  the  cause  of  the 
i  do.  We  have  labored  to  brirjg  about  a  healthier  state  of  educational 
feeling,  to  the  end  that,  with  increased  knowledge,  there  might  be  an 
earnest  desire  implanted    in  the  minds  of  the  youth  for  a  higher  sense  of 
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manliness,  more  self-reliance,  and  more  generosity  of  soul.  Unless  educa- 
tion elevates  the  man,  refines  his  thoughts,  liberalizes  his  views.,  and  en" 
largos  his  heart  and  soul,  it  cannot  be  true  education.  Hence,  what  we 
require  in  our  education  is,  that  while  it  strengthens  its  subject  intellec- 
tually, it  does  not  blunt  the  finer  feelings  of  the  heart,  but  tends  to  soften 
it. 

Our  official  course,  as  Superintendent  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  is  now 
closed.  It  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  us,  however,  to  learn,  that  while 
we  close  our  official  relation  with  the  schools  of  the  county,  that  our  worthy 
State  Superintendent,  from  whom  we  have  received  so  many  kindnesses, 
still  stands  at  the  head,  to  send  his  healthy  counsels  to  every  part  of  the 
State.  And  now  to  him  and  his  co-laborers,  to  the  directors  of  the  county, 
as  also  the  people,  parents,  children  and  teachers,  from  whom  we  have  re- 
ceived nothing  but  kindness  in  our  retirement,  we  tender  them  our  heart- 
felt thanks,  and  cany  with  us  the  tenderest  recollections  of  their  regard 
and  esteem.  That  Allegheny  county  may  move  on  to  a  higher  and  higher 
position  of  usefulness,  until  she  shall  have  reached  that  exalted  position 
which,  of  right,  it  is  hers  to  attain,  that  the  light  of  her  intellectual  growth 
may  be  seen  far,  far  in  the  distance,  and  that  her  sons  and  daughters  may 
be  found  in  the  front  walks  of  every  educational  movement,  is  our  most 
earnest  wish. 
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A  retrospective  view  of  school  affairs  in  this  county  for  the  past  year  is 
very  gratifying  to  eveiy  lover  of  the  cause  of  education.  Educational  in- 
terests are  slowly  but  surely  advancing.  Each  year  seems  to  increase  the 
desire  of  our  citizens  for  the  general  diffusion  of  intelligence. 

While  it  is  true  that  among  our  citizens  are  found  those  whose  educational 
facilities  have  been  few,  and  others  who  have  made  very  indifferent  use  of 
the  opportunities  afforded  them,  all  of  whom  have  arrived  at  mature  years 
with  but  limited  scholastic  attainments,  yet  these  persons,  as  a  general  rule, 
realize  their  sad  misfortune,  and  are  desirous  that  their  children  shall  go 
forth  to  the  battle  of  life  more  fully  equipped  than  they  themselves  engaged 
in  it. 

Some  tangible  evidence  of  our  prosperity  is  apparent  in  the  class  of  the 
school  houses  that  are  replacing  those  formerly  in  use.  In  the  last  school 
year  new  houses  have  been  built  as  follows:  Apollo  and  Dayton  boroughs, 
Allegheny,  Cowanshannock,  Red  Bank,  Sugar  Creek  and  Yalley  townships, 
one  each  ;  East  Franklin  two,  and  Washington  three.  Those  in  East  Frank- 
lin and  Washington  are  neat,  substantial  brick  buildings,  well  seated  and 
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pleasantly  located.  East  Franklin  now  boasts  more  good  school  houses 
than  any  other  township  in  the  county.  "Washington  has  made  an  excellent 
beginning,  which  I  hope  will  be  continued  until  all  their  school  houses  will 
be  first  class.  The  Apollo  building  contains  four  rooms  admirably  adapted 
to  school  purposes,  well  lighted  and  supplied  with  patent  furniture. 

The  Dayton  building  contains  two  rooms,  is  well  arranged,  beautifully 
located,  and  with  the  lot  is  susceptible  of  being  made  one  of  the  handsomest 
houses  and  grounds  in  the  county.  The  planning  of  the  building  was  done 
by  the  secretary  of  the  board,  Rev.  T.  M.  Elder,  than  whom  there  are  few 
citizens  more  interested  in  our  public  schools,  or  more  capable  of  discharg- 
ing the  duties  that  devolved  upon  him  in  the  construction  of  this  house. 
The  school  buildings  in  Apollo  and  Dayton  are  alike  creditable  to  the  vil- 
lages in  which  they  are  located  and  the  directors  who  ordered  their  erection. 

The  house  in  Cowanshannock  may  be  ranked  as  first  class,  and  is  supplied 
with  patent  furniture.  I  trust  a  house  similar  to  this  will  in  a  few  years 
grace  every  district  in  that  large  and  populous  township.  Those  erected 
in  Allegheny  and  Red  Bank  are  good  frame  buildings,  but  the  one  in  Alle- 
gheny is  in  some  respects  badly  located.  Taken  as  a  whole  the  new  school 
buildings  are  quite  a  creditable  advance  on  the  buildings  of  former  years. 
Leechburg  has  now  under  contract  a  school  building  which  will  cost  about 
ten  thousand  dollars — a  house  much  needed,  and  which  will  be  an  honor  to 
the  town. 

With  respect  to  the  schools  themselves,  at  the  opening  they  gave  promise 
of  being  the  most  successful  of  the  past  three  years,  and  doubtless  would  have 
proved  so  had  it  not  been  tbat  the  attendance  was  diminished,  and  in  some 
instances  the  schools  temporarily  closed,  on  account  of  the  spread  of  the 
measles  in  some  portions  of  the  county.  Aside  from  this  our  schools  gen- 
erally did  well — the  complete  failures  were  few. 

Music  received  more  attention  than  last  year.  Though  fearful  of  making 
invidious  distinctions,  justice  compels  me  to  note  some  schools  which  seem 
to  excel  in  this  branch,  though,  as  a  rule,  much  of  their  success  is  due  to 
their  teachers:  Room  No.  4,  Apollo;  Leasures  and  Ruffner's,  in  Washing- 
ton ;  Rupert's,  in  South  Bend ;  Sloan's,  in  South  Buffalo ;  Foxburg,  in  Hovey; 
Farrentown,  in  Parker;  Rural  Village,  in  Cowanshannock,  and  the  primary 
rooms  in  Leechburg  and  Parker.  It  is  also  taught  to  a  greater  or  less  ex- 
tent in  all  the  graded  schools  of  the  county.  Good  singing  is  greatly  to 
be  desired  in  any  school ;  but  poor  or  lifeless  music  is  as  greatly  to  be  de- 
precated. Music  receives  more  or  less  attention  in  seventy-five  of  our 
schools. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  speaking,  before  closing  this  my  third  annual  re- 
port, of  some  (to  my  mind)  obstacles  to  the  success  of  our  schools — con- 
clusions at  which  I  have  arrived  after  carefully  observing  their  working  for 
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the  past  three  years.  I  will  first  speak  of  our  school  buildings.  I  conceive 
that  the  great  evil  in  building  school  houses  in  this  and  other  counties  is, 
that  they  are  nearly  always  planned  by  directors  or  carpenters  who,  though 
they  may  understand  their  own  business  thoroughly,  have  no  idea  <>f  what 
a  school  house  should  be;  never  having  taught  a  school,  they  cannot,  from 
the  nature  of  the  case,  be  expected  to  know  how  a  school  house  should  be 
arranged,  or  at  all  events,  in  many  instances,  if  anybody  expects  them  to 
know,  their  expectations  are  sadly  disappointed.  Hence  we  find  school 
houses  seated  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  have  a  class  stand;  in  other 
cases,  the  only  place  for  a  class  to  stand  is  behind  the  school,  with  the 
blackboard  in  front  of  the  school,  and  no  windows  to  allow  any  light  to  fall 
upon  the  scholars'  books.  And  it  frequently  happens  that  the  seats  are  not 
made  to  suit  the  height  of  the  different  pupils. 

With  respect  to  apparatus,  we  have  not  one  school  in  the  county  "  well 
supplied,"  and  indeed  candor  compels  me  to  admit,  that  in  some  instances 
the  directors  have  little  inducement  to  supply  apparatus,  from  the  fact  that 
their  teachers  make  no  use  of  it.  It  is  not  an  unusual  sight  to  see  the  out- 
line maps  carefully  suspended  in  their  cases  against  the  walls  of  the  school 
house,  resting  under  the  accumulated  dust  of  the  past  two  or  three  years  ; 
and  indeed,  in  some  instances,  I  have  found  them  utilized,  by  a  teacher  of 
a  practical  turn  of  mind,  as  window  blinds.  But  while  some  teachers  fail 
to  make  use  of  the  facilities  afforded  them,  it  is  no  reason  why  other  teach- 
ers, who  are  anxious  to  have  and  to  use  every  available  means  to  instruct 
their  pupils,  should  be  denied  the  use  of  proper  apparatus. 

Ventilation  is  a  matter  that  needs  attention.  Very  few  houses  have  any 
means  of  ventilation  except  opening  the  doors  and  windows.  All  new 
houses  should  be  built  with  the  window  sashes  suspended  by  weights, 
though  this  would  not  be  adequate  ventilation,  yet  it  would  be  a  step  in 
the  right  direction,  and  probably  as  much  as  we  can  expect  at  present. 
Closely  allied  to  this  subject  of  ventilation  is  the  matter  of  light.  It  has 
been  found  by  experiment  that  light,  particularly  sunlight,  is  as  essential 
to  good  health  as  fresh  air,  yet  we  find  school  houses  with  but  a  few  feeble 
rays  of  light  struggling  through  little  dingy  windows.  Neither  are  dark 
school  houses  always  due  to  negligence  on  the  part  of  directors  and  con- 
tractors ;  sometimes  we  find,  where  sufficient  light  might  be  obtained,  that 
the  shutters  on  from  three  to  five  of  the  windows  are  closed  during  school 
hours.  Various  reasons  are  assigned  for  shutting  out  the  light  of  day,  such 
as  "to  keep  the  children  from  seeing  the  public  road,"  "to  keep  out  the 
sun,"  "to  cover  broken  windows,"  etc.,  etc.  But  how  any  thoughtful 
teacher  can  consent  to  have  a  dull,  lifeless  school,  and  injure  the  eyesight 
of  his  scholars,  for  such  trivial  reasons   is  difficult  to  understand.     I  will 
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conclude  my  remarks  on  houses,  by  saying  the  location  frequently  is  very 
bad  ;  but  this  is  so  apparent  to  every  one,  I  need  not  specify  particulars. 

The  greatest  obstacle  to  the  success  of  our  schools  is  lack  of  co-opera- 
tion of  parents.  Indeed  it  sometimes  appears  as  though  it  would  afford  a 
district  more  pleasure  to  see  a  teacher  fail  than  succeed  ;  some  persons 
vainly  imagining  that  an  ability  to  point  out  the  mistakes  of  others,  is  an 
evidence  of  their  own  wisdom,  whereas,  if  they  were  placed  in  the  same 
position,  they  would  probably  commit  the  same  errors,  or  others  equally  as 
grave.  Much  of  this  trouble,  I  apprehend,  arises  from  the  fact  that  almost 
every  person,  whether  minister,  physician,  lawyer,  farmer,  mechanic,  miner 
r  laborer,  considers  himself  competent  to  judge  when  a  school  is  properly 
managed,  no  matter  whether  they  ever  taught  a  common  school  or  not. 
even  attended  one  to  any  great  extent.  This,  perhaps,  would  do  no  great 
harm,  if  they  would  visit  the  schools  and  decide  for  themselves,  but  unfor- 
tunately, in  some  instances,  they  resolve  themselves  into  a  grand  jury,  and 
like  a  grand  jury  hear  but  one  side  of  the  case  ;  but  unlike  a  grand  jury, 
their  witnesses  are  generally  neither  of  proper  age,  nor  sworn  to  tell  the 
whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  The  result  is,  that  they  find  an  in- 
dictment against  the  teacher  as  potent  for  evil,  as  far  as  his  usefulness  is 
concerned  in  that  community,  as  if  a  decree  from  court  forbade  his  exer- 
cising his  functions  as  teacher.  What  is  needed  where  mistakes  occur,  is 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  patrons,  and  their  friendly  advice  and  sym- 
pathy ;  this,  in  some  districts,  is  accorded,  in  others  almost  entirely  with- 
held. 

The  opposition  most  severely  felt  by  the  friend  of  education,  is  that  which 
arises  from  ignorance  and  selfishness  combined.  It  manifests  itself  in  a  re- 
fusal to  be  taxed  sufficiently  to  erect  proper  buildings  and  secure  compe- 
tent teachers.  There  are  citizens  who  bring  every  available  influence  to 
bear  upon  the  directors  to  induce  them  to  levy  a  light  tax,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence, pay  low  salaries  to  teachers.  Then,  after  a  teacher  is  employed, 
expect  to  receive  for  thirty  dollars  such  teaching  as  elsewhere  costs  forty 
or  forty-five  dollars.  And  while  I  know  that,  in  many  instances,  their  un- 
reasonable hopes  are  justified,  unfortunately,  in  too  many  cases,  they  only 
receive  what  they  pay  for,  and  sometimes  not  even  that. 

Another  serious  hindrance  to  our  schools  is  the  lack  of  discrimination 
the  part  of  the  electors  in  selecting  their  directors.  While,  as  a  rule,  our 
directors  arc  earnest,  intelligent  men,  yet  there  are  many  exceptional  cases 
where  a  director  has  been  elected  without  any  regard  to  his  qualifications, 
but  simply  because  he  belonged  to  a  certain  party  or  sect,  or  was  in  favor 
of  lowering  wages,  or  was  in  favor  of,  or  was  opposed  to,  opening  the 
>1  houses  for  night  meetings,  or  was  in  favor  of  building  a  school 
house  in  a  certain  locality,  or  opposed  to  one  in  some  other  place,  etc.,  etc. 
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Notwithstanding  these  difficulties  exist  to  a  certain  extent,  yet  we  have 
much  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  that  the  general  sentiment  through- 
out the  county  is  improving  so  far  as  the  appreciation  of  our  schools  is  con- 
cerned,and  we  find  many  ardent  and  devoted  friends  of  the  common  schools — 
men  who  willingly  devote  their  time  and  means  to  support  the  schools,  and 
who  are  ever  ready  to  aid  in  anything  that  will  inure  to  their  success. 

Our  County  Institute  was  a  success,  and  did  much  good.  The  attend- 
ance both  of  teachers  and  citizens  was  the  largest  of  any  ever  held  in  the 
county.  The  Institute  is  gradually  growing  in  favor  throughout  the  county — 
the  number  of  its  friends  annually  increasing.  Its  chief  opponents  are  thos< 
who  seldom  or  never  attend  a  meeting  of  this  kind,  and  in  consequence  are 
not  in  position  to  judge  impartially. 

I  conclude  my  report  with  the  hopo  that  next  year  will  find  the  cause  of 
education  still  advancing  in  our  county  ;  that  boards  of  directors  will  seek 
to  fill  their  schools  witli  competent  teachers  at  fair  salaries,  and  then  aid 
them  with  their  occasional  presence  and  hearty  support ;  that  teachers  will 
work  more  earnestly  than  ever  before  for  the  good  of  those  entrusted  to 
their  care  ;  that  I  during  my  next  term,  if  spared  to  live  through  it,  and 
which  I  enter  upon  with  "malice  towards  none  and  charity  for  all,"  may 
receive  from  directors,  teachers  and  patrons  the  same  cordial  support,  for- 
bearance and  co-operation  as  was  accorded  during  my  past  term ;  and  finally, 
that  the  day  may  soon  come  when  old  Armstrong  shall  stand  in  the  front 
ranks  in  the  battle  against  ignorance  and  its  natural  concomitants,  vice  and 
pauperism. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— M.  L.  Knight. 

That  the  cause  of  education  is  becoming  more  popular,  is  evident  from 
the  deep  interest  manifested  by  the  people  ;  by  the  desire  on  the  part  of 
directors  to  secure  the  services  of  the  best  qualified  teachers  ;  the  improve- 
ments in  school  houses  and  school  furniture  ;  the  increased  number  of  young- 
persons  desirous  of  qualifying  themselves  for  teaching  ;  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  standard  of  qualifications  necessary  to  obtain  a  certificate,  and 
from  the  increased  interest  in  their  work  evinced  by  the  large  and  deeply 
interested  attendance  at  the  County  Institute. 

Five  new  houses  were  built  the  past  year,  all  first-class  buildings,  and 
furnished  with  improved  school  furniture.  One  in  Darlington  township  ; 
one  in  Hopewell ;  one  in  Baden  and  two  in  Moon.  The  house  built  in  Ba- 
den, winch  takes  the  place  of  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  last  year,  is  a  very 
handsome  two-story  frame,  with  two  school  rooms  on  first  floor,  and  a  large 
and  commodious  hall   on  the  second  floor  ;■  a  creditable  monument  to  the 
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enterprise  of  the  directors  and  citizens  of  the  borough.  One  improvement, 
however,  might  be  made  upon  all  of  the  houses.  Every  available  foot  of 
wall  surface  around  the  room,  above  the  wainscoting,  should  be  black- 
board. I  have  never  yet  seen  too  much  black-board  surface  in  a  school 
room. 

Suitable  out-buildings  were  erected  in  several  districts;  but  I  regret  hav- 
ing to  report  that  in  many  others,  pupils  are  still  subject  to  undue  expo- 
sure, and  will  continue  to  be  so  until  some  "penny-wise"  directors  are  dis- 
placed b}'  liberal,  enterprising  men,  who  will  have  due  regard  for  the  feel- 
ings, as  well  as  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  children;  and  who  will  at 
once  remove  that  stigma  from  the  common  school  cause  which  must  rest 
upon  it  until  every  school  building  in  the  State  is  provided  with  necessary 
out-buildings. 

High  School. — I  cannot  too  strongly  recommend  to  the  people  of  our  coun- 
ty, and  especially  to  the  enterprising  towns  of  Beaver  "Valley,  the  import- 
ance of  establishing  and  maintaining  by  public  funds  a  sufficient  number  of 
high  schools,  commensurate  to  the  wants  of  the  pupils  of  our  public  schools 
who  desire  a  more  extended  course  of  study.  Many  very  worthy  sttidents 
are  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  obtaining  a  more  liberal  education,  from 
want  of  funds  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  such  a  course  at  a  private 
institution  of  learning. 

It  should  be  the  desire  of  every  friend  of  education  and  of  republican  in- 
stitutions, to  make  provisions  for  every  child  in  the  State  to  receive  a  lib- 
eral education.  Talent  and  real  worth  are  not  found  in  the  mansions  of  the 
rich  alone,  but  are  quite  as  frequently  found  in  the  cot  of  the  humble  peasant. 

I  would  hail  with  delight  the  day — and  God  grant  it  may  soon  come — 
when  every  boy  and  girl  in  this  grand  old  Commonwealth  may  receive  the 
advantages  of  the  highest  course  in  the  curriculum  of  our  State  Normal 
schools,  under  a  system  similar  to  that  through  which  they  may  now  re- 
ceive only  the  elements  of  an  education. 

There  is  a  growing  popular  feeling  in  favor  of  supplying,  by  wise  and 
judicious  legislation,  the  missing  link  between  the  common  schools  and 
schools  of  a  higher  grade.  In  our  former  reports  the  necessity  of  afford- 
ing to  teachers  better  facilities  for  receiving  that  normal  training,  which  is 
such  a  clog  in  the  wheels  of  educational  progress,  is  again  presented,  and 
cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed.  With  an  academy  fund  of  over  $12,000, 
supplemented  by  a  larger  fund  by  private  subscription,  a  school  should  be 
established  of  such  a  character  as  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  act  of 
May  20,  1857,  relative  to  the  establishment  of  Normal  schools  for  the  "pro- 
fessional training  of  young  men  and  women  as  teachers  of  the  common 
schools  of  the  State."  Upon  no  other  subject,  perhaps,  is  there  such  a 
unanimity  of  feeling  amongst  superintendents,  as  upon  that  of  the  necessity 
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of  normal  training-  of  those  who  arc  entrusted  with  the  education  of  the 
young.  It  would  be  infinitely  better  to  expend  more  money  for  educating 
our  teachers,  and  less  in  experimenting  with  them.  It  would  save  both 
time  of  our  children  and  money  of  parents,  and  would  be  far  more  credita- 
ble to  us  as  a  nation. 

While  we  have  many  warm-hearted,  earnest,  zealous  teachers,  whose 
labors  will  tell  for  time  and  eternity,  it  cannot  be  gainsayed  that  we  have 
some  miserable  bunglers  in  the  school  room ;  and  it  will  continue  to  be  so 
until  the  standard  of  qualifications  is  raised  sufficiently  high  to  discard 
from  the  profession  that  class  whose  services  can  be  obtained  for  a  mere 
pittance,  and  whose  impure  motives  are  no  higher  than  simply  to  put  in 
the  time  and  collect  their  wages.  Nevertheless,  I  am  proud  to  report  a 
standard  of  qualifications  higher  to-day  than  at  any  former  period  since  the 
establishment  of  our  present  common  school  system.  The  statistical  table 
accompanying  this  report  will  show  that,  although  eighty  applicants  were 
rejected,  there  is  still  a  large  surplus  of  teachers.  By  careful  and  judicious 
management  in  licensing  teachers,  and  placing  before  them  proper  incen- 
tives to  improvements,  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  educational  stand- 
ard of  teachers'  qualifications  in  Beaver  county  may  be  second  to  none  in 
the  State. 

The  following  course  of  study  for  ungraded  schools  was  prepared  end 
placed  in  the  hands  of  each  teacher : 

With  the  alphabet  and  primer  or  cards  are  to  be  taught — counting,  mak- 
ing figures,  writing  the  alphabet  on  slates. 

With  first  reader — counting  by  twos,  threes,  &&.,  to  one  hundred,  (for- 
ward and  backward,)  multiplication  table  begun,  mental  arithmetic  (juvenile ) 
with  objects,  spelling,  oral  and  written. 

With  second  reader — juvenile  mental  arithmetic,  spelling,  (oral  and  writ- 
ten,) penmanship  on  slates,  names  and  uses  of  -j-,  — ,  X,  -—,  =,  written 
arithmetic,  to  long  division,  without  books,  oral  language  lessons. 

With  third  reader — geography,  written  and  mental  arithmetic,  (with 
book,)  penmanship  in  book,  (with  lead  pencil,)  oral  language  lessons,  ele- 
ments of  composition. 

With  fourth  reader — grammar  begun,  composition,  declamation  and  dic- 
tation, with  third  reader  studies  continued. 

With  fifth  reader — algebra,  book-keeping,  (single  entry,)  history  of  United 
States,  English  grammar. 

Miscellaneous  exercises  to  be  introduced  at  the  option  of  the  teacher,  vocal 
music,  moral  lessons,  Constitution  of  United  States,  philosophy  and  phy- 
siology. 

All  pupils  of  the  same  grade  should  have  the  same  studies. 
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Advance  no  pupil  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  grade,  until  a  satisfactory 
proficiency  is  attained.     Review  often. 

.Many  inexperienced  teachers  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  studies  each 
grade  of  pupils  should  pursue,  and  by  adopting  and  adhering  to  this,  or  a 
similar  course,  the  schools  in  rural  districts  may  be  graded  upon  the  same 
principle  that  those  of  towns  and  villages  are. 

Beaver  College  and  Musical  Institute,  Beaver  Female  Seminary,  Frank- 
fort, Hookstown,  North  Sewickley  and  Darlington  academies  are  all  flour- 
ishing institutions,  and  send  forth  annually  a  large  number  of  teachers  for 
our  public  schools.  Beaver  College  has  a  Normal  department  for  the  espe- 
cial benefit  of  those  preparing  to  teach. 

The  Soldiers'  Orphan  school,  at  Phillipsburg,  under  care  of  YV.  G.  Taylor, 
D.  D.,  still  maintains  its  former  high  position  among  the  orphan  schools,  of 
which  Pennsylvania  has  just  cause  to  be  proud. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute,  which  was  held  in  the  court 
house,  in  Beaver,  during  the  week  commencing  December  28,  18T4,  was  the 
largest  and  most  interesting  ever  held  in  the  county.  With  the  assistance 
of  such  an  array  of  eminent  educators  as  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  Geo.  P. 
Hays,  D.  D.,  Revs.  Alexander  Clark  and  M.  B.  Sloan,  Prof.  Cooper,  Super- 
intendent Curry,  together  with  prominent  teachers  of  both  public  and  pri- 
vate schools  of  our  own  county,  it  could  not  fail  to  be  both  pleasing  and 
profitable. 

The  court  room  proving  too  small  in  which  to  hold  the  evening  sessions, 
they  were  held  in  the  audience  room  of  the  M.  E.  church,  the  use  of  which 
was  tendered  through  the  kindness  of  its  officers,  to  whom  many  thanks  are 
due,  and  are  herewith  tendered. 

The  music  from  the  "Supplement,"  led  by  Prof.  Phillis,  was  an  interest- 
ing feature  in  every  session.  Vocal  music  was  taught  in  many  of  our 
schools,  with  very  profitable  results.  It  was  a  daily  exercise  in  the  Beaver 
Falls  school,  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Davis,  who  had  also  the  care  of 
the  school  building.  Music  is  an  essential  branch  of  study  and  pleasing 
accomplishment,  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  it  should  not  be  taught 
in  our  public  schools. 

The  views  expressed  in  former  reports  to  the  department,  relative  to 
graded  schools  in  rural  districts  ;  .district  high  schools  ;  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  closer  supervision  ;  the  importance  of  selecting  the  right 
kind  of  men  for  school  directors,  who  are  not  biased  by  political  prefer- 
ence ;  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  providing  necessary  and  useful  appa- 
ratus, are  still  earnestly  recommended  for  the  consideration  of  school  offi- 
cers. 

In  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  during  the  past  three  years,  I  have 
endeavored  to  feel  the  responsibility  of  the  onerous  duties  of  the  office,  and 
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to  discharge  those  duties  with  due  regard  to  its  obligations.  The  time  was 
when  the  office  of  County  Superintendent  was  regarded  as  a  useless  append- 
age to  the  common  school  system.  That  opinion  is  now  entertained  only 
by  those  who  are  ignorant  of  its  efficiency  as  a  means  to  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  the  cause  of  education.  It  demands,  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties, 
a  moral  firmness  and.  impartial  decision  of  character ;  a  familiarity  with  the 
wants  of  the  schools,  and  a  willingness  and  aptitude  in  the  superintendent 
to  supply  them.  There  is  an  improved  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the 
office,  and  when  an  honest  effort  is  made  to  perform  the  labors  faithfully, 
which  were  contemplated  by  its  founders,  the  result  of  such  an  effort  is  ap- 
preciated by  every  friend  of  popular  education. 

If,  during  my  administration,  I  have  erred,  and  in  so  doing  have  incurred 
the  displeasure  of  any  one,  I  can  truly  say  that  it  was  not  through  the 
promptings  of  impure  motives,  but  in  the  conscientious  ^discharge  of  an 
official  duty. 

Aly  thanks  are  due  to  friends  of  education  throughout  the  county  for  their 
hearty  co-operation,  and  efforts  to  make  every  place  like  home;  to  the 
press,  for  its  influence  in  favor  of  education,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  de- 
partment for  special  favors  and  assistance  rendered. 
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In  presenting  this,  my  ninth  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  this  county, 
I  shall  take  pleasure  in  noting  some  of  the  changes,  showing  progress,  since 
1866.  Perhaps  no  period  since  the  adoption  of  our  system,  embracing  the 
same  number  of  years,  can  show  such  grand  results  in  the  school  work  all 
over  the  State.  Humble  as  our  efforts  have  been,  some  good  has  resulted, 
as  the  following  will  indicate  : 

Houses. — Since  1866  we  have  built  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  school 
houses,  at  a  cost  of  $10,336.  These  houses  have  been  furnished  with  about 
$6,140  worth  of  apparatus,  and  many  of  them  seated  with  the  best  furniture 
in  the  market.  With  very  few  exceptions,  they  are  pleasantly  situated  and 
are  the  pride  of  their  several  districts. 

Schools. — During  the  past  nine  years  forty-five  additional  schools  have 
been  opened  in  the  county.  In  1866  we  had  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  ; 
now  we  have  two  hundred  and  twenty-six.  Our  county  is  now  abundantly 
supplied  with  schools,  and  every  child  is  within  reasonable  distance  of 
school  accommodations.  We  have  added  during  this  period  six  hundred 
and  seventy-five  scholars  to  our  list ;  but  what  is  better  still,  the  schools 
have  grown  so  much  more  popular,  are  so  much  more  efficient  in  all  their 
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departments,  that  the  average  daily  attendance  is  much  greater  now  than 
it  was  nine  years  ago.  The  directors,  seeing  the  improvement  of  our  school 
system,  through  the  greater  efficiency  of  our  teachers,  have  not  been  un- 
mindful oi'  their  duty,  and  as  a  result  our  male  teachers  are  now  receiving 
eight  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  and  our  female  teachers  seven  dollars 
and  sixty  cents  more  per  month  than  they  did  eight  years  ago. 

Cost  of  Instruction. — In  1866  the  cost  of  instruction,  exclusive  of  fuel, 
contingencies,  &c.,  was  §19,201  45;  in  1S74  it  was  $36,917  11.  We 
levied  in  1866  $26,579  89  for  school  tax,  and  in  1874  $52,754  30.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  our  share  of  the  State  appropriation  is  now  almost  double 
that  of  nine  years  ago  ;  then  we  received  $2,421  46  ;  last  year  we  received 
£4,642  47.  In  1866  it  cost  seventy  cents  per  month  to  send  each  scholar 
to  school  in  the  county ;  last  year  it  cost  eighty-nine  cents.  This  fact 
alone  shows  that  our  schools  are  the  cheapest  possible  institutions  of  learn- 
ing. 

School-room  Decoration. — To  this  fact  we  wish  to  call  especial  attention. 
Our  teachers  are  fast  realizing  the  fact  that  "not  from  books  alone  the  mind 
of  youth  receives  its  food,"  but  that  thought  is  awakened,  the  soul  is  lifted 
up,  character  formed — in  short,  that  education  in  all  its  bearing  upon 
youth  is  greatly  promoted  by  the  silent  influence  of  beauty,  in  plant  and 
flower,  motto  and  engraving,  chromo  and  painting,  that  decorate,  ornament 
and  beautify  window  and  wall  of  the  school  room  ;  and  hence  a  very  large 
percentum  of  our  school  rooms  have  been,  during  the  past  few  years,  beau- 
tifully ornamented.  Indeed,  I  have  often  been  cheered  up  by  the  attrac- 
tiveness of  some  school  room  reached  after  a  ride  through  storm,  and  been 
led  to  see  and  feel  by  contrast  the  difference  in  the  progress  of  two  schools 
equally  favored  in  other  respects,  but  one  lacking  the  taste  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher  to  make  it  attractive  to  teach  lessons  not  found  in  the  regular 
curriculum. 

Vocal  Music. — This  branch  has  again  been  regularly  taught  in  fifty-four 
of  our  schools  during  the  past  year.  I  believe  we  have  made  more  progress 
in  all  the  branches  in  schools  where  music  is  taught  than  in  such  where 
tins  branch  of  study  finds  no  place  on  the  teacher's  programme  ;  and  I 
would  here  again  say  to  the  teachers  of  the  county  what  I  have  so  often 
said  to  them  in  the  past,  "teach  your  children  to  sing,  and  thus  cheer  them 
in  their  many  troubles  while  at  school,  and  sweeten  their  days  when  the 
battle  of  life  really  begins." 

County  Uniformity  of  Text-Books. — We  accomplished  this  nine  years  ago. 
Since  then  we  have  rigidly  adhered  to  it,  and  are  fully  convinced  of  its 
importance.  To-day  we  have  not  a  school  in  the  county  that  has  not  a  uni- 
form series  of  text-books  like  that  of  every  other  school  in  the  county.  This 
has  given  us  the  opportunity  to  make  a  careful  classification  of  our  schools. 
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without  which  they  are  always  more  or  less  crippled  in  their  efficiency ;  and 
it  has  also  materially  lightened  the  cost  of  our  schools.  If  State  uniformity 
is  not  desirable,  (which  we,  however,  seriously  question,)  county  uniformity 
is,  as  the  test  here  has  fully  shown. 

Our  County  Normal  School. — We  have  no  academy  in  the  county,  no 
schools  of  any  kind  save  the  public  schools,  and  we  are  somewhat  remote 
from  any  of  the  State  Normal  schools.  A  large  proportion  of  our  teachers 
are  young  and  inexperienced,  hence  we  long  since  saw  the  need  of  a  home 
school  for  the  training  of  our  teachers,  and  out  of  this  need  sprung  the 
County  Normal  school,  now  successfully  conducted  for  twelve  years.  Each 
year  we  have  about  one  hundred  and  forty  young  men  and  young  women 
in  attendance,  who  come  to  prepare  themselves  to  teach.  But  for  this 
school  our  countr}*  schools  would  to-day  be  but  little  in  advance  of  what 
they  were  ten  years  ago.  "We  have  always  labored  to  secure  for  it  a  faculty 
of  Normal  school  teachers,  men  and  women  who  had  passed  through  a  course 
of  study  at  one  of  our  State  Normal  schools,  fully  prepared  for  the  work, 
and  this  has  ever  been  a  sufficient  guarantee  to  all  who  wished  to  prepare 
for  school  room  work,  that  at  our  County  Normal  school  their  wants  could 
be,  for  the  time  at  least,  supplied.  We  earnestly  hope  this  school  may  be 
kept  up  by  those  who  are  to  follow  us  as  County  Superintendent,  until  some 
more  permanent  training  school  can  be  established  in  our  county.  State 
Normal  schools,  as  yet,  have  done  but  little  for  our  rural  schools.  We  can- 
not pay  graduates  to  come  up  into  the  mountains,  for  our  neighbors  in  the 
lowlands  have  longer  purses,  and  teachers  are  human.  Hence,  we  again 
say  keep  up  the  County  Normal  school.  Have  but  one,  make  that  one  as 
efficient  as  possible,  and  work  up  our  home  talent. 

We  have  thus  somewhat  hastily  given  a  review  of  the  work  done  by  our 
public  schools  during  the  past  nine  years.  Much  more  might  be  said,  were 
we  not  limited  in  the  space  allotted  to  us  in  the  State  report.  But  we  think, 
that  from  the  number  of  houses  built,  increase  in  number  of  schools,  salary 
of  teachers,  uniformity  of  text-books,  apparatus  supplied,  &c,  we  have 
kept  pace  with  our  sister  counties  of  the  State. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  past  will  fully  appear  in  the  annual  sta- 
tistical report,  herewith  submitted.  During  the  year  just  past  we  built 
eight  new  houses,  at  a  cost  of  $5,220;  supplied  seventeen  with  new  furni- 
ture, and  increased  the  apparatus  in  twenty-two. 

The  usual  time  was  spent  in  visiting  schools,  holding  examinations,  and 
attending  to  the  other  duties  belonging  to, the  office. 

The  schools  in  East  and  West  Providence  townships  were  not  visited. 
In  these  districts  the  directors  refused  to  keep  their  schools  open  five 
months,  and  "being  joined  to  their  idols,"  I  let  them  alone. 
2  School  Rep. 
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Our  County  Institute  was  the  largest  we  ever  held,  and  was  in  every  re- 
spect a  perfect  success. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  owe  and  now  tender  my  kindest 
thanks  to  all  school  men  and  women  throughout  the  county,  who  have  so- 
nobly  assisted  me  in  my  work  among  them  during  the  past  nine  years. 


BERKS  COUNTY.— D.  B.  Bruxxer.      ■ 

Houses. — Fourteen  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year;  two  in 
Upper  Bern,  one  in  Bethel,  one  in  District,  one  in  Hereford,  one  in  Jeffer- 
son, three  in  Long  Swamp,  two  in  Maxatawney,  one  in  Rockland,  one  in 
Spring,  and  one  in  "Womelsdorf.  These  houses  are  well  built,  commodious, 
with  suitable  internal  arrangements,  and  are  first  class  buildings  in  nearly 
every  respect.  Three  of  the  lots  are  too  small.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  a  few  of  the  school  boards  do  not  see  the  advantage  of  having  ample 
play  grounds  around  the  school  houses.  Two  of  the  houses  have  windows 
in  the  platform  ends,  which  are  of  no  use  to  the  school  room,  and  occupy 
space  that  should  be  covered  with  blackboard  surface.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
however,  that  the  directors  will,  hereafter,  reserve  at  least  one  entire  side 
of  the  school  room  for  the  blackboard. 

Many  of  our  school  houses  that  are  still  in  a  good  condition,  and  will 
answer  the  purpose  for  some  years  to  come,  should  be  supplied  with  better 
furniture,  and  should  have  their  lots  increased  to  the  proper  size. 

The  school  board  of  Schultzville  enlarged,  remodeled  and  repaired  their 
school  house  so  as  to  make  it  one  of  the  finest  buildings  in  the  county.  The 
board  of  Wornelsdorf  did  the  same  with  one  of  their  rooms. 

All  the  houses  in  Penn  except  one,  were  repaired  and  repainted  so  as  to 
make  them  look  like  new. 

The  board  of  Centre  made  considerable  addition  to  the  blackboard  sur- 
face.    Other  districts  in  similar  circumstances  should  do  likewise. 

Apparatus. — Undoubtedly,  one  of  our  greatest  and  most  pressing  wants 
is  that  of  a  requisite  amount  of  suitable  apparatus.  About  half  of  our 
schools  are  supplied  with  globes,  maps,  and  other  minor  articles,  while  one 
hundred  and  eighty-three  are  without  any  apparatus  worth  mentioning. 
Some  persons  maintain  the  idea  that,  while  mechanics  find  their  tools, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  teacher  to  find  all  apparatus  necessary  to  impart  instruc- 
tion successfully.  Some  of  our  teachers  deserve  great  commendation  for 
the  energy  and  ingenuity  with  which  they  devise  many  articles  of  appara- 
tus to  facilitate  instruction,  but  when  it  requires  an  outlay  of  money  the  in- 
sufficient salaries  paid  to  the  teachers  do  not  permit  them  to  procure  it. 
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The  progress  of  the  schools  will  be  impeded  materially  until  this  want  is 
fully  supplied.     Greenwich  introduced  Camp's  outline  maps. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  Normal  school 
at  Kutztown,  at  the  usual  time,  beginning  Oct.  19  and  continuing  four  and 
a  half  days.  Our  lecturers  were  Rev.  A.  A.  Willits,  D.  D.,  Gen.  W.  IT.  II. 
Davis,  Profs.  W.  W.  Woodruff,  II.  A.  Curran,  and  J.  G.  Neff,  and  the  prin- 
cipal instructors  were  Profs.  W.  W.  Woodruff,  A.  R.  Home,  II.  G.  Hunter, 
S.  A.  Baer,  F.  K.  Bernd,  R.  K.  Buehrle  and  H.  IL  Brownmiller.  Prof.  G. 
C.  Young,  the  efficient  professor  of  music  in  the  Keystone  Normal  school, 
led  the  music  furnished  by  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal.  The  attend- 
•ance  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  was  larger  than  at  any  previous  meeting. 
The  principal  part  of  the  work  was  done  by  home  talent.  The  object  in 
doing  the  largest  part  of  the  work  ourselves,  was  to  discuss  several  vital 
questions  which  directly  concerned  the  management  and  thorough  organi- 
zation of  our  schools.     Our  anticipations  were  fully  gratified. 

Local  Institutes  were  held  in  Friedensburg  and  Bernville.  They  were  well 
attended  by  the  teachers  and  citizens  of  the  immediate  vicinities.  As  usual, 
these  meetings  were  profitable  and  awakened  considerable  interest. 

Preliminary  Institutes. — These  institutes  are  held  in  accordance  with  sec- 
tion L VIII  of  the  school  law.  They  are  held  from  one  to  five  days  the  week 
preceding  the  opening  of  the  schools ;  and  in  addition  to  the  measures  taken 
for  the  exclusion  of  all  irregular  books,  the  teachers,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  directors,  furm  a  general  programme  of  exercises  for  the 
schools  of  the  district,  and  the  more  experienced  give  instruction  to  the 
inexperienced.  By  this  means  a  nearly  uniform  method  of  teaching  and 
school  management  is  adopted,  and  in  the  districts  in  which  this  plan  was 
pursued  for  several  years,  those  great  changes  that  take  place  sometimes 
in  the  change  of  teachers  are  avoided,  and  the  pupils  are  spared  the  trouble- 
of  learning  new  "rules  and  regulations''  every  time  a  new  teacher  is  ap- 
pointed. Some  teachers  devote  all  their  time  to  three  or  four  branches,  and 
in  all  probability  neglect  some  of  the  most  useful  ones.  By  this  system  alt 
the  common  branches  are  required  to  be  taught,  and  a  portion  of  time  set 
apart  for  each,  thus  precluding  the  possibility  of  slighting  any  of  the  studies. 
Language  lessons,  oral  grammar  and  elementary  composition  were  added  tO' 
the  studies  and  taught  daily.  I  made  it  a  particular  point  in  my  school 
visitation  to  note  the  result  of  these  additional  branches,  and  I  observed 
that  more  intellect  was  awakened  and  developed,  and  more  arithmetic,  read- 
ing and  spelling  were  taught  and  understood  better  in  these  schools  than 
in  those  in  which  the  old  routine  was  followed.  Another  great  advantage 
is  this :  those  directors  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  operations  of  the  school 
room  learn  what  is  to  be  done ;  they  become  more  interested,  and  they  are 
more  able  to  see  whether  the  schools  are  taught  well  or  not. 
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Albany,  Amity,  Bern,  Upper  Bern,  Centre,  Cumru,  Exeter,  Fleetwood, 
Marion,  Oley,  Richmond,  Rockland  and  Windsor  held  Preliminary  Insti- 
tutes. The  schools  were  never  so  well  organized  in  these  districts,  and  the 
result  was  so  satisfactory  that  the  plan  will  undoubtedly  be  pursued  here- 
after with  even  more  vigor  and  earnestness.  Bethel  and  Long  Swamp  held 
no  such  institutes,  but  through  their  excellent  District  Institutes  for  the  last 
few  years,  the  teachers  were  so  well  organized  and  the  schools  so  well  clas- 
sified that  they  ranked  with  the  districts  mentioned  above.  In  the  remain- 
ing districts  were  eighty-four  schools  in  which  the  same  order  of  exercises 
were  followed,  and  the  result  was  as  gratifying.  There  were  good  schools 
to  be  found  in  all  districts,  but  those  in  which  the  energies  of  the  directors  . 
and  teachers  were  united,  the  general  success  was  greater. 

The  school  boards  in  a  few  districts,  have  been  too  indifferent,  and  con- 
sequently the  schools  stagnated.  The  school  board  of  Hamburg  really  took 
a  step  backward  and  reduced  the  term  two  months,  for  which  there  seems 
to  have  been  no  justifiable  reason.  When  the  school  board  was  considera- 
bly in  debt  the  term  was  eight  months,  but  as  soon  as  the  debt  was  liquid- 
ated the  term  was  reduced  to  six  months.  It  appears  that  the  citizens  in 
general  favor  a  longer  term,  from  the  fact  that  six  of  the  ten  schools  were 
opened  after  the  close  of  the  public  school  term,  and  were  reported  to  be 
well  attended.  All  the  friends  of  education  in  Hamburg  hope  and  pray 
that  the  school  board  may  again  give  them  a  term  of  at  least  eight  months. 
The  branches  to  be  taught  in  the. different  grades  should  be  more  definitely 
determined,  and  the  schools  should  be  re-graded.  We  made  a  strong  effort, 
recently,  to  re-grade  them,  and  base  promotions  on  qualification,  but  we 
failed  to  accomplish  the  desired  object. 

Birdsboro' . — The  schools  of  Birdsboro'  are  doing  exceedingly  well.  The 
grades  are  well  defined  and  the  course  of  instruction  is  thorough  and  com- 
prehensive. Mr.  H.  G.  Hunter,  principal  of  the  high  schocl,  is  district 
superintendent,  and  at  the  close  of  the  term  examines  all  pupils  for  promo- 
tion from  one  grade  to  another.  Bi-monthly  examinations  are  held  during 
the  term,  and  the  result  is  reported  to  the  parents.  The  school  term  was 
increased  one  month  last  year. 

Visitation  by  Directors. — The  schools  of  Amity,  North  Heidelberg,  Lower 
Heidelberg,  Muhlenburg,  Penn,  Spring,  Windsor  and  probably  others,  were 
visited  regularly  by  the  school  boards.  Some  of  the  schools  of  other  dis- 
tricts were  also  visited  regularly  by  the  directors  living  in  the  vicinity, 
while  others  received  scarcely  any  attention. 

Conclusion. — I  desire  to  return  my  thanks  to  the  State  department  at 
Harrisburg,  for  aid  and  counsel ;  to  the  press  of  Berks  county  for  their  sup- 
port and  readiness  to  disseminate  educational  intelligence  ;  to  the  teachers 
of  the  county  for  their  co-operation  and  sympathy  in  my  arduous  labors 
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and  the  substantial  favors  with  which  they  honored  me,  and  to  the  directors 
and  citizens  for  their  unlimited  kindness  and  hospitality.  I  will  ever  keep 
in  grateful  recollection  the  associations  formed  during  the  six  years  of  my 
superintendency. 
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During  no  preceding  year  of  my  official  connection  with  the  schools  of 
the  county  has  more  and  better  work  been  accomplished  than  during  the 
year  just  closed.  To  present,  however,  all  the  facts  in  evidence  of  our  edu- 
cational progress  would  extend  this  report  much  beyond  the  proper  limit. 

School  Houses. — Among  the  new  school  houses  erected  within  the  year, 
none  are  better  adapted  to  the  purposes'intended  than  the  one  in  Allegheny 
township  and  the  two  frame  houses  in  Logan.  They  are  models  of  neatness 
and  comfort,  and  supply  a  want  that  has  long  been  felt  in  their  respective 
districts. 

Schools. — Five  entirely  new  schools  have  been  established  since  last  re- 
port, of  which  two  are  in  Logan,  one  in  Freedom,  one  in  Tyrone  borough, 
proper,  and  the  other  in  East  Tyrone.  Three  other  grades  which,  for  a 
time,  had  been  abandoned  were  also  re-established  ;  making  the  whole 
number  of  schools  now  in  the  county,  exclusive  of  those  in  Altoona,  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  being  an  increase  of  sixteen  within  the  past  six  years. 

Teachers. — Our  teachers,  as  a  class,  labored  earnestly  and  with  telling 
effect,  failures,  in  most  cases,  being  largely  attributable  to  the  want  of  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  patrons.  While  much  depends  upon  the  zeal, 
efficiency  and  self-devotion  of  the  teacher,  a  great  deal,  it  will  be  admitted, 
depends  upon  a  proper  appreciation  of  his  labors  and  a  willingness  on  the 
part  of  parents  and  guardians  to  assist  in  a  work  which  neither  teacher  nor 
parent  alone  can  accomplish.  The  grandest  and  most  important  work  of 
the  teacher  is,  therefore,  to  educate  public  sentiment.  His  influence  must 
be  felt  outside  as  well  as  inside  the  school  room  if  he  would  hope  to  be 
truly  successful.  Nor  can  any  arbitrary  law  or  legislation  of  any  kind  ever 
bring  about  that  cordial  respect,  mutual  sympathy  and  general  harmony 
which  are  indispensable  to  the  success  of  the  schools. 

For  some  years  past  a  very  commendable  effort  has  been  made  by  a  large 
majority  of  our  teachers  to  render  their  schools  attractive  and  pleasant,  by 
adorning  and  beautifying  the  rooms,  and  in  some  instances  by  papering  and 
repairing  at  their  own  expense.  Some  of  the  most  tastefully  decorated 
school  rooms  were  found  in  the  rural  districts ;  in  which  the  rooms  were 
adorned  with  mottoes,  wreaths,  festoons  and  boquets,  furnished  and  arranged 
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in  common  by  teachers  and  pupils.  These  things,  it  is  claimed,  deserve  a 
passing-  notice.  The}'  are  valuable  not  only  as  a  means  of  esthetic  culture, 
but  wield  a  potent  inlluence  for  good  by  uniting  teacher  and  pupil  in  a 
common  cause,  establishing  between  them  a  closer  relation,  and  thereby 
promoting  the  general  welfare  of  the  schools. 

Educational  Work  done. — The  regular  public  examinations,  nineteen  in 
number,  were  largely  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  spectators,  and 
a  good  degree  of  interest  was  usually  manifested,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  to  those  who  have  never  given  the  subject  a  moment's  thought,  these 
annual  examinations  must  necessarily  appear  to  be  the  "same  old  song  and 
sixpence." 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  male  and  sixty-four  female  applicants  were 
examined,  of  whom  eight  males  and  six  females  were  rejected. 

All  the  schools  were  visited,  and  in  all  two  hundred  and  sixteen  visits 
were  made.  In  addition  to  the  usual  amount  of  office  work,  best  known  to 
the  department,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles  were  traveled 
on  official  business  within  the  limits  of  the  county. 

County  Institute. — Our  County  Institute  was  well  attended  by  teachers, 
directors  and  citizens,  and  was  productive  of  the  most  beneficial  results. 
We  were  assisted  during  a  part  of  the  time  by  Profs.  Beard  and  Carter,  of 
the  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  school,  to  whom  we  are  much  indebted 
for  their  valuable  aid.  The  principal  part  of  the  work,  however,  as  here- 
tofore, was  performed  by  the  teachers,  who,  for  the  last  six  years,  have 
made  for  themselves  a  record  of  which  they  need  not  be  ashamed.  Many 
directors  and  citizens  also  took  part  in  the  discussions  and  contributed  much 
to  the  success  of  the  meeting. 

All  our  sessions  were  interesting  and  instructive,  although  we  had  no 
"monkey  show  in  the  vestibule,"  or  "pea-nut  stand  in  the  gallery." 

Among  the  most  gratifying  results  of  the  past  year,  is  the  complete  tri- 
umph of  the  reform  movement  in  the  matter  and  manner  of  teaching,  inaug- 
urated five  years  ago,  and  steadily  followed  up  in  the  face  of  the  most  bitter 
and  determined  opposition  on  the  part  of  text-book  adherents,  until  the 
climax  was  reached  by  that  part  of  the  State  Superintendent's  report  for 
the  year  ending  June,  1S74,  under  the  head  of  "revised  course  of  study," 
in  which  it  is  ably  shown  that  the  "course  almost  everywhere  pursued," 
lias  been  not  only  "a  great  waste  of  time,"  but  has  tended  largely  to  "stunt 
(lie  growlli  of  Die  young  soul." 

To  what  extent  the  policy  pursued  in  this  county  accords  with  these 
views  it  is  needless  to  state ;  since  an  examination  of  our  Institute  proceed- 
ings, as  published  from  time  to  time,  will  show  that  the  principal  objective 
point  has  been  to  substitute  practical  common  sense  instruction  for  a  blind 
adherence  to  the  technicalitLes  of  the  text-book.     In  this  we  have  been  sue- 
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■cessful  after  a  protracted  struggle  extending'  over  a  period  of  more  than  five 
years. 

If  these  results  embraced  the  sum  total  of  our  labors,  we  would  still 
claim  a  humble  position  among  those  who  have  labored  to  relieve  millions 
•of  school  children  from  years  of  sad  thraldom,  and  by  this  means  to  rescue 
them  from  premature  graves. 

It  is  a  fact,  not  denied  by  any  who  have  given  the  subject  sufficient  at- 
tention to  justify  a  conclusion,  that  the  pupils  of  our  common  schools  are 
-often  overworked.  Not  so  much  on  account  of  any  defects  in  our  system 
of  public  instruction,  as  in  consequence  of  a  want  of  a  proper  understand- 
ing on  the  part  of  many  teachers,  in  reference  to  the  laws  of  mental  devel- 
opment, as  embraced  in  the  true  theory  of  teaching.  In  no  respect  has  greater 
or  more  important  work  been  performed  in  this  county,  than  in  giving  pro- 
per direction  to  the  energies  of  teachers  and  pupils,  and  in  no  respect  is 
there  greater  need  of  such  supervision. 

Should  compulsory  education,  even  in  its  mildest  form,  ever  become  a 
law  in  this  Commonwealth,  it  is  devoutly  hoped  that  some  radical  changes 
shall  first  be  made,  if  not  in  respect  to  the  number  and  kind  of  branches  re- 
quired to  be  taught  in  our  schools,  at  least  in  reference  to  the  extent  to 
which  they  shall  be  taught.  We,  as  a  free  people,  have  still  the  right  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  our  own  conscience,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  a  no  less  inalienable 
right  to  determine  for  ourselves  the  number  and  kind  of  branches  to  be  pur- 
sued by  our  children.  Under  the  present  law,  teachers  and  directors  are 
to  determine  what  studies  shall  be  inflicted  upon  pupils;  but  the  higher 
courts  in  other  States  have  recently,  and  it  is  believed  wisely,  decreed  that 
the  wishes  of  parents  are  entitled  to  respectful  consideration.  If  a  pre- 
scribed routine  of  study  is  to  be  forced  upon  each  child  of  the  State  with- 
out respect  to  its  physical  or  mental  condition,  or  regard  for  its  capabilities, 
or  wants  and  requirements  in  future  life,  it  would  be  well  to  seek  an  early 
-adoption  of  some  course  of  primary  instruction  more  in  accordance  with 
the  dictates  of  wisdom  and  experience. 

If  there  are  these  who  prefer  to  have  their  children  devote  the  best  part 
of  their  school  days  to  the  study  of  mental  arithmetic,  alligation  alternate, 
Greek,  French  or  Choctaw,  their  right  should  not  be  denied  or  abridged. 
If  there  are  others,  however,  who  think  proper  to  direct  a  course  for  their 
-children,  better  calculated  to  make  them  men  and  women  of  broad  and  lib- 
eral views,  or  to  fit  them  specially  for  certain  pursuits  or  callings,  they,  too, 
should  be  allowed  their  privilege  to  an  extent  not  incompatible  with  proper 
classification,  or  otherwise  detrimental  to  the  general  progress  of  the  school. 

It  is  regretted  that  the  foregoing  subjects  could  not,  in  this  brief  report, 
be  more  fully  considered.     If,  however,  these  thoughts  should  be  the  means 
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of  awakening  any  additional  interest  among  the  friends  of  education  in  this: 
county,  in  reference  to  the  success  of  our  schools,  a  result  of  no  slight  im- 
portance will  have  been  attained. 

Conclusion. — In  closing  this,  my  sixth  and  last  report,  I  beg  to  tender 
once  more  to  teachers,  directors  and  numerous  friends  my  most  hearty 
thanks  for  their  sympathy  and  encouragement,  and  for  the  many  favors  re- 
ceived at  their  hands. 

In  what  sphere  soever  the  circumstances  of  life  may  chance  to  place  me, 
my  sympathies  shall  ever  be  with  those  who  are  honestly  laboring  to  ad- 
vance the  cause  of  universal  education ;  believing  that  the  perpetuity  of 
this  great  republic  does,  in  truth,  depend  upon  the  intelligence  of  the  people. 
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Educational  Progress. — The  school  year  just  closed  has  not  differed  ma- 
terially from  its  predecessors  in  the  amount  of  educational  work  accom- 
plished, or  in  the  general  advancement  made.  The  depression  in  business 
throughout  the  country  has  undoubtedly  had  its  effect  upon  our  schools,  in 
shortening  the  terms,  in  reducing  the  number  of  new  houses  and  in  lower- 
ing the  average  salaries  of  teachers ;  but,  with  these  exceptions,  it  is  be- 
lieved a  fair  amount  of  progress  can  be  reported.  Our  educational  forces 
are  being  better  drilled  from  year  to  year,  their  work  more  sharply  defined, 
and  their  efforts  more  productive  of  results. 

In  looking  over  the  work  of  the  past  six  years,  and  comparing  the  status 
of  educational  affairs  in  the  county  then  and  now,  I  find  much  cause  for  en- 
couragement. Several  commodious  buildings  for  graded  schools  have  been 
erected,  all  oi  which  are  in  successful  operation  ;  a  curriculum  of  studies, 
uniform  throughout  the  county,  has  been  very  extensively  adopted ;  the 
salaries  of  teachers  have  been  materially  advanced,  and  the  terms  length- 
ened ;  a  large  number  of  good  school  houses  have  been  built  in  the  rural 
districts,  while  many  others  have  been  overhauled  and  supplied  with  ap- 
proved apparatus  ;  the  County  Institute  has  been  well  attended,  while  our 
Teachers'  Association  has  met  regularly  and  has  undoubtedly  been  an  in- 
strumentality of  much  good ;  the  grade  of  teachers'  certificates  has  im- 
proved irom  year  to  year,  while  the  examinations  have  been  more  and 
more  rigorous,  and  a  commendable  degree  of  professional  zeal  has  been  dif- 
fused ;  the  number  of  pupils  attending  the  schools  has  largely  increased, 
and  the  percentage  of  attendance  considerably  advanced,  while  it  is  be- 
iered  that  number  of  failures  in  teaching  has  been  substantially  reduced. 
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As  will  probably  always  be  the  case  a  good  many  experienced  and  capa- 
ble teachers  are  yearly  withdrawing  from  the  profession,  their  work  being 
attempted  by  young  and  untried  hands,  and  of  course  the  schools  suffering 
more  or  less  in  consequence.  Many  of  the  new  recruits,  however,  have 
applied  themselves  to  their  work  with  no  little  ability,  and  have  not  unfre- 
quently  caused  other  teachers  to  suffer  by  comparison. 

Seme  townships  in  the  county  are  struggling  along  with  high  taxes  and 
disproportionately  short  terms  and  low  salaries,  a  state  of  affairs  it  would 
appear  only  to  give  way  to  a  better,  when  a  uniform  system  of  taxation  is 
adopted  for  the  whole  Commonwealth. 

EDUCATIONAL    WORK    DONE. 

Visitations. — It  has  been  my  endeavor  in  visiting  schools  to  insist  that 
scholars  of  a  proper  age  and  advancement  should  pursue  certain  studies ; 
for  instance,  those  reading  readily  should  be  organized,  nolens  volens,  into 
grammar  classes ;  that  those  of  proper  grade  should  study  written  arith- 
metic, &c,  it  having  been  held  to  be  the  teacher's  business  to  know  what 
particular  studies  each  scholar  should  pursue.-  And  I  have  had  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  previous  suggestions  largely  and  successfully  adopted, 
and  contributing  to  the  efficiency  of  the  schools.  And  now,  if  I  were  to 
suggest  any  word  as  the  key-note  to  success  in  the  school  room  it  would  be 
classification.  A  school  properly  classified  will  almost  take  care  of  itself, 
and  without  it  chaos  ensues.  When  failures  occur  it  most  always  happens 
that  there  was  no  classification,  no  system,  no  programme,  no  interest  felt, 
either  by  teacher  or  scholars,  and  consequently^  time  and  money  thrown 
away.  * 

Examinations. — The  usual  number  of  examinations  were  held,  attended 
by  about  eight  hundred  applicants,  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  whom  receiv- 
ed certificates  ;  it  having  been  my  plan  to  withhold  the  certificate,  as  a 
general  thing,  in  any  instance  where  I  had  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of 
granting  one. 

Three  sessions,  of  a  week  each,  of  the  County  Institute  were  held — one 
at  Alba,  one  at  Athens  and  one  at  Wyalusing.  The  instructors,  with  the 
exception  of  Prof.  Fradenburgh,  of  Mansfield,  were  made  up  of  our  own 
teachers,  notwithstanding  which  fact  the  interest  was  good  throughout,  thus 
demonstrating  that,  while  outside  help  is  always  desirable,  we  can  in  an 
emergency  make  home  talent  available. 

Other  Educational  Agencies. — An  educational  column  in  the  Bradford  Re- 
porter, published  at  Towanda,  has  been  sustained  since  February  last,  un- 
der the  direction  of  an  editorial  committee  appointed  by  the  County  Teach- 
ers' Association.  This  column  it  is  proposed  to  maintain  and  in  which  will 
be  discussed  questions  relative  to  the  advancement  of  the  schools  and  the 
promotion  of  educational  intelligence  in  our  midst. 
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The  usual  number  of  Normal  Institutes  have  been  held  in  different  parts 
of  the  county  and  attended  by  about  the  usual  numbers. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that,  having  had  my  term  of  office  extended 
ut  the  recent  election  by  a  very  complimentary  vote,  I  shall  hope  to  justify 
the  confidence  of  the  directors  by  entering  upon  my  work  at  the  beginning 
of  the  new  school  year  with  increased  zeal  and  with  the  confident  expecta- 
tion that  the  friends  of  education  throughout  the  county  will  supplement 
my  efforts] 
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The  statistical  reports  herewith  presented  give  an  outline  of  some  of  the 
work  done  in  our  county  during  the  past  year.  This  work  was  arduous  and 
in  some  respects  complicated,  but  in  its  results,  actual  and  prospective,  it 
has  been  generally  satisfactory.  Especial  effort  was  put  forth  to  organize 
our  educational  forces  in  such  a  manner  as  to  insure  permanence  in  the  pro- 
gress obtained  and  to  make  greater  advances  in  the  future  a  matter  of  easy 
achievement. 

The  question,  "How  shall  our  schools  be  classified,  and  what  shall  be 
taught,  in  them  ?"  has  been  a  subject  of  peculiar  interest  to  us.  In  the 
cities  and  towns  of  the  State  this  question  is  divested  of  much  of  its  diffi- 
culty, as  the  schools  are.  generally  open  for  a  long  term,  the  facilities  for 
grading  are  ample,  there  i%  some  degree  of  permanence  in  the  teaching  corps, 
and  effective  supervision  is  possible.  But  in  the  rural  sections  the  whole 
matter  is  surrounded  with  perplexing  difficulties.  Some  of  our  districts 
have  vacation  of  six  and  seven  months  intervening  between  their  terms, 
and  frequent  changes  of  teachers  are  the  rule  iu  some  of  them.  In  the 
boroughs  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  previous  year's  teachers  were  re- 
tained, while  in  the  townships  less  than  forty  per  cent,  continued  in  charge 
of  their  former  positions.  Many  of  these  were  inexperienced  and  a  num- 
ber lacking  in  enthusiasm.  When  to  these  facts  is  added  the  further  fact 
that  the  admission  of  the  new  element  into  the  schools  makes  a  change  each 
year  of  about  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  in  the  enrolment,  it  will  be  seen 
that,  where  all  these  conditions  obtain,  efficient  work,  continued  and  con- 
nected through  successive  years,  can  scarcely  be  expected.  Under  such 
circumstances  any  well  defined  plan,  having  in  view  both  the  present  and  the 
prospective  needs  of  the  schools,  can  with  difficulty  be  adhered  to.  Good 
work  will  be  irregular,  rendered  one  year  and  lacking  the  next.  A  sym- 
metrical growth  of  the  schools  will  be  wanting.  Measures  of  reform  have 
been  suggested  in  previous  reports.  While  we  are  improving,  a  practical 
appreciation  of  some  phases  of  the  situation  develops  slowly. 
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With  the  view  of  bringing  our  schools  into  closer  relations  with  each 
other  and  of  modifying-  some  of  the  evils  referred  to  above,  our  County  In- 
stitue,  held  in  November  last,  addressed  itself  earnestly  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  outlines  of  a  course  of  study.  The  good  results  of  this  discus- 
sion have  been  apparent  throughout  the  county.  While  many  of  the  efforts 
to  follow  the  line  of  policy  agreed  upon  were  very  crude,  yet  on  the  whole 
our  schools  were  better  classified  than  before.  More  system  was  put  into 
their  operations.  We  cannot  say,  however,  that  much  more  than  a  begin- 
ning was  made  in  this  direction.  A  line  of  objective  points  has  been  fixed 
to  which  it  should  be  a  leading  mission  of  our  future  County  Institutes  to 
guide  the  efforts  of  our  schools.  During  the  Institute  an  extra  session  was 
held  for  the  teachers  of  graded  schools.  Questions  of  special  interest  to 
them  were  considered.  A  committee,  authorized  by  this  meeting,  consist- 
ing of  some  of  our  leading  teachers,  was  afterwards  appointed.  Two  days' 
work  was  given  to  preparing  a  curriculum  for  the  graded  schools  of  the 
county.  This  step  will  doubtless  lead  to  better  results  than  these  schools 
have  ever  yet  realized. 

Encouragement  is  also  afforded  us  in  the  following  matters  : 

1.  The  interest  connected  with  our  series  of  local  institutes  was  wide 
spread.  We  held  them  at  Milford  Square,  Chalfant,  Hulmeville,  Newtown 
and  Riegelsville,  spending  the  month  of  February  in  the  work.  The  places 
of  meeting  were  generally  thronged  by  attentive  and  interested  audiences. 
Requiring  a  large  expenditure  of  time  and  effort  in  organizing  and  carry- 
ing them  on,  these  meetings,  amply  repay  the  outlay.  More  than  any  other 
agency  they  bring  the  people  face  to  face  with  the  needs  and  the  possibili" 
ties  of  their  schools.  Other  counties  that  have  used  the  same  instrument- 
ality will  doubtless  agree  with  us  in  these  conclusions. 

2.  The  degree  of  regularity  of  attendance  at  school  has  improved. 

3.  Instruction  in  those  branches  coming  under  the  head  of  language  is 
yielding  better  fruits.  Less  attention  is  given  to  the  technicalities  of  gram- 
mar and  more  to  practical  exercises  in  oral  and  written  composition.  Con- 
siderable effort  has  been  made  with  the  more  advanced  pupils  to  develop  in 
them  a  taste  for  good  literature  by  acquainting  them  with  the  names  of  lead- 
ing authors,  their  principal  productions,  and  by  having  them  commit  to 
memory  selections  elevating  in  thought  or  in  expression. 

4.  Instruction  in  the  physical  sciences,  though  imperfect,  has  claimed 
more  attention  than  before. 

5.  Our  teachers  are  grading  better  in  general  culture  and  in  special  qtrali- 
fications  for  the  work.  More  holders  of  normal  diplomas  were  teaching  for 
us  than  ever  before.  Most  of  them  did  well.  There  is  a  special  obligation 
on  them  to  do  good  work. 
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6.  Our  experience  in  the  matter  of  grading  teachers'  salaries  confirms 
my  faith  in  the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  the  policy.  Care  must  be  taken 
to  measure  the  scholarship  of  the  teacher,  his  skill  in  imparting  instruction, 
his  power  in  governing,  and  other  requisite  qualities.  Scholarship,  though 
thought  by  some  to  be  the  sole  test,  is  but  one  element. 

7.  The  work  of  nearly  all  our  graded  schools  strengthens  the  argument 
in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  such  schools  wherever  practicable.  Four 
were  organized  during  the  year  in  Nockamixon.  Additional  ones  are 
needed  in  Bedminster,  Bensalem,  Durham,  Hilltown,  Milford,  Northamp- 
ton, Plumstead,  Springfield  and  Tinicum.  Betteraccommodations  should  also 
be  furnished  in  Bristol,  Doylestown  and  Morrisville  boroughs. 

8.  The  appearance  of  our  school  rooms  is  improving.  A  majority  of  our 
teachers  made  considerable  efforts  to  secure  mottoes,  pictures,  &c,  with 
which  to  render  their  rooms  attractive.  We  still  have,  however,  a  large 
quantity  of  furniture  in  use  that  is  simply  abominable — an  offence  to  the 
eye,  to  comfort  and  to  decency.  Plumstead,  Bedminster,  Durham,  Buck- 
ingham, Lower  Makefield,  Springfield,  Milford  and  Bensalem  lead  the  van 
in  this  matter,  but  some  other  districts  are  close  behind  them.  A  few  years 
ago  Solebury  had  the  distinction  of  having  unsuitable  furniture  in  nearly  all 
of  her  schools,  but  by  a  judicious  policy  of  furnishing  every  year,  she  has  re- 
linquished her  place  to  the  townships  above  named. 

9.  Bedminster  built  one  house;  Bensalem,  one;  Hilltown,  one;  New- 
town township,  one  ;  Rockhill,  three  ;  Tinicum,  one;  Warwick,  one,  and 
Wrightstown,  one.  But  little  was  done,  however,  towards  improving 
school  grounds.  In  some  districts  the  school  properties  are  very  unattrac- 
tive—  no  shade  trees  planted,  the  ground  unfenced,  not  graded,  &c. 

The  new  house  in  Newtown  township  is  the  best,  in  construction  and  fin- 
ish, of  any  of  its  class  in  the  county.  It  is  to  be  paid  for  from  income  aris- 
ing from  a  legacy  left  by  Jacob  Buckman,  a  former  resident  of  the  town- 
ship, and  for  many  years  one  of  its  leading  school  directors,  and  a  devoted 
friend  of  our  system  of  public  instruction.  Dying  several  years  since, 
without  issue,  he  left  the  bulk  of  his  estate,  after  the  death  of  his  widow, 
to  the  schoul  board  of  the  township,  the  income  arising  therefrom  to  be 
used  by  them,  "first,  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  and  improving  the  public 
school  houses  in  the  said  .township,  and  afterwards  to  be  applied  for  the 
benefit  of  said  schools  in  such  way  and  manner,  as  the  directors  for  the 
time  being  may  deem  most  beneficial  and  will  most  promote  the  cause  of 
education."  This  property,  amounting  to  $14,000,  has  recently  come  into 
the  hands  of  the  board  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  will.  The 
house  above  referred  to,  built  near  Mr.  B.'s  former  residence,  is  a  monu- 
ment to  his  benevolence,  as  well  as  to  the  good  taste  of  the  present  board. 
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This,  I  believe,  is  the  only  instance  of  the  kind  in  our  county  where  prop- 
erty has  heen  bequeathed  to  a  school  board. 

In  1811,  Amos  Austin  Hughes,  of  Buckingham,  died,  leaving  to  trustees, 
whose  successors  have  been  chosen  from  time  to  time  by  vote  of  the  elec- 
tors of  Buckingham,  a  valuable  property,  which  how  includes  a  farm  of 
ninety  acres  and  $22,000  in  money.  It  was  the  design  of  Mr.  Hughes  to 
have  established  a  school  in  which  the  poor  children  of  Buckingham  could 
be  educated.  A  building  was  erected  and  a  school  opened,  but  after  the 
adoption  of  the  common  school  system  the  necessity  for  such  an  institution 
as  Mr.  Hughes  had  in  view  did  not  seem  to  exist.  Since  then,  the  Hughe- 
sian  school,  with  two  grades,  has  been  opened  at  Centreville  to  the  child- 
ren of  that  vicinity.  These  two,  with  the  one  under  control  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  have  relieved  the  township  from  the  necessity  of  supporting 
three  other  schools  in  addition  to  the  ten  under  charge  of  the  school  board. 
It  will  be  seen  that  an  admirable  opportunity  has  thus  been  afforded  for 
years  to  raise  the  character  of  the  Buckingham  schools  above  the  grade  of 
those  of  her  neighbors,  but  these  advantages  have  not  sufficed  to  secure 
this  result.  The  mistake  (and  our  Newtown  township  friends  will  doubt- 
less have  to  guard  against  the  same  temptation)  has  probably  been  in  con- 
sidering these  external  helps  as  justifying  the  township  in  making  less  ef- 
fort than  was  put  forth  by  other  districts  not  possessing  such  opportunities. 

Thanks  are  justly  due  those  who  give  their  money  or  bequeath  it  to  the 
support  of  technical  schools,  the  endowment  fund  of  colleges,  &c,  but  why 
should  aid  of  this  character  be  confined  almost  exclusively  to  higher  insti- 
tutions of  learning  ?  Money  judiciously  expended  in  the  establishment  of 
school  libraries,  of  teachers'  libraries,  of  township  graded  schools,  of  county 
high  schools,  of  scholarships  in  Normal  schools  and  colleges  for  those  pupils 
of  public  schools  who  pass  successfully  a  competitive  examination,  and  in 
the  organization  of  similar  agencies,  would  do  great  good.  The  regular 
school  funds  are  but  rarely  diverted  into  these  channels.  Here  is  a  field  in 
which  men  have  a  rare  chance  to  make  themselves  public  benefactors.  But 
to  secure  aid  of  this  kind  for  these  purposes,  it  will  not  do  for  school  boards 
who  may  be  made  the  dispensers  of  such  bounty  to  quietly  put  the  money 
into  the  pockets  of  the  district,  by  reducing  the  taxes  proportionately  and 
allowing  the  old  condition  of  things,  for  which  a  remedy  was  sought,  to 
exist.  The  increased  State  appropriation  which  will  be  received  hence- 
forth, will  be  of  little  benefit  to  the  schools  if  it  is  to  serve  as  an  excuse  for 
less  than  the  usual  district  effort.  The  time  may  come,  if  we  pave  the  way 
for  it,  when  it  will  not  be  an  unusual  thing  for  men  in  their  benefactions  to 
remember  the  public  schools. 

In  this  connection,  I  desire  to  refer  to  an  incident  of  the  local  institute  at 
Riegelsville.     While  the  subject  of  grade!  schools  was  uider  consideration, 
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John  L.  Riogel,  one  oi  our  most  public-spirited  citizens,  arose  and  offered 
to  contribute  $1,000  towards  the  erection  at  Riegelsville  of  a  suitable  build- 
ing for  a  high  school,  and  an  additional  sum  of  $500  (provided  the  same 
amount  should  be  raised  by  other  parties)  towards  the  establishment  of  a 
public  library  in  connection  with  the  school.  He  stated  that  the  offer 
would  remain  good  until  January  1,  1876 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  in  the  performance  of  official  duty, 
forty-six  public  examinations  were  held,  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  visits, 
averaging  nearly  two  hours  each,  made  to  schools,  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  letters  written,  and  thirty-nine  hundred  and  fifteen  miles  traveled. 
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Those  who  expect  great  political,  moral,  or  educational  reform  to  spring 
up  and  be  perfect  in  a  day,  or  a  year,  will  most  certainly  be  disappointed. 
These  changes  from  their  nature,  must  be  slow,  the  growth  of  generations 
and  even  centuries.  So  if  we  compare  the  condition  of  our  schools  now 
with  what  it  was  a  year  ago,  very  little  difference  will  appear ;  but  if  we 
compare  it  with  what  it  was  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  the  difference  be- 
comes very  obvious.  This  truth  is  not  sufficiently  understood  or  considered 
bv  those  who  find  fault  with  our  schools  now.  Thirty  years  ago  nearly  all 
the  school  houses  in  this  county  were  built  of  logs  or  poles,  with  slab  seats 
and  desks  of  long  boards  resting  on  pins  drove  into  the  Avails.  The  other 
appliances  were  in  keeping  with  these.  Now,  some  of  our  schools  are  pro- 
vided with  furniture  which,  then,  would  have  been  considered  too  fine  for 
the  parlors  of  our  people. 

The  spirit  of  improvement,  in  respect  to  school  buildings  and  school 
furniture  is  but  in  its  beginning.  Three  years  ago  there  were  scarcely  any 
improved  desks  in  the  county,  now  all  the  rooms  in  Butler  and  Millers- 
town  and  all  the  house*;  in  Muddy  Creek,  and  part  of  those  in  Clay,  Cherry 
and  Washington,  are  furnished  with  them.  Other  appliances  in  the  shape 
of  globes  and  apparatus,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  have  not  kept  pace  with  the 
improvement  in  houses  and  furniture.  Our  directors  have  not  been  shown 
the  utility  of  these  helps,  and  being  a  conservative  class,  they  have  not 
expended  money  on  that  of  which  they  could  not  see  the  use. 

Three  years  ago  the  "  oil  excitement "  fairly  begun  in  Butler  county, 
and  has  since  extended  from  Parker  to  Clearfield,  operating  seriously 
against  the  educational  interests  of  the  section  over  which  it  extends.  The 
desire  to  become  suddenly  rich  seized  upon  so  many,  so  many  strangers 
came  in,  whose  only  purpose  was  to  make  money,  that  education  was  for- 
gotten.    After  the  storm  has  passed,  however,  a  new  and  better  state  of 
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affairs  will  no  doubt  begin,  as  the  stimulus  of  wealth  and  enterprise  must 
communicate  itself  to  all  the  important  interests  of  society.  This  has 
already  happened  in  Millerstown,  where  one  of  the  poorest  school  houses 
in  the  county  has  given  place  to  one  of  the  finest. 

Six  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year.  One  built  in  Adams 
completes  the  number  of  good  houses  in  that  district  and  places  that  town- 
ship foremost  in  regard  to  school  houses.  In  respect  to  furniture  Adams, 
however,  is  far  behind  Muddy  Creek.  The  new  districts  of  Petrolia,  Fair- 
view,  Greece  City  and  Karns  City  have  not  built  suitable  houses  yet. 

Quite  a  number  of  districts  have  erected  very  creditable  outbuildings, 
and  nearly  all  are  about  to  go  and  do  likewise. 

Teachers'  wages  have  been  probably  no  higher  than  they  were  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  number  of  applicants  for  certificates  was  unusually 
large,  over  300  having  been  examined  since  August,  1874.  Not  much  over 
one-half  of  these  got  schools  in  the  county.  The  increase  in  the  number  of 
teachers  was  probably  owing  to  the  dullness  of  business  in  the  oil  district 
and  elsewhere. 

Too  little  interest  is  taken  in  school  matters  by  citizens  and  patrons. 
Very  rarely  any  of  them  are  seen  in  the  schools,  and  the  success  of  the 
teacher  is  judged  from  the  stories  of  children  and  the  partial  feelings  of 
parents.  Clergymen  whose  education  and  influence  might  exert  a  power- 
ful influence  for  good,  so  rarely  visit  or  countenance  common  schools  as  to 
lead  me  to  doubt  if  they  are  friendly  to  the  cause  of  popular  education. 
And  yet  the  success  of  their  own  work  depends  very  largely  on  the  ground- 
work of  intelligence  laid  in  these  same  common  schools. 

I  believe  that  one  man  cannot  do  the  work  of  visitation  in  the  schools  of 
this  county,  so  as  to  be  of  any  great  practical  use,  in  the  short  winter 
terms.  There  is  work  for  four  men  at  least.  Last  year  several  districts 
had  two  months  of  school  at  the  time  of  my  regular  examinations  and  con 
sequently  the  winter  term  was  shortened  to  three  months  and  the  schools 
were  closed  before  I  could  reach  them.  I  also  lost  half  a  month  in  January 
by  sickness. 

If  ever  a  time  existed,  when  men  would  willingly  devote  20  to  30  days 
of  their  time  each  year  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  troublesome  and  respon- 
sible office,  it  has  passed  away.  Disinterested  benevolence  is  one  of  the 
rare  things  under  the  sun.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  if  di- 
rectors shirk  many  of  the  duties  laid  down  for  them  to  perform. 

In  conclusion  let  me  say,  there  are  many  generous  and  hospitable  people 
in  Butler  county  whose  kindness  I  have  experienced.  To  all  such  my 
thanks  are  tendered.  May  their  sons  and  daughters  grow  up  in  intelli- 
gence and  honor  to  the  glory  of  the  free  schools  of  Pennsylvania. 
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I.     Our  Growth. 

I  cannot  better  illustrate  the  educational  prosperity  of  our  county  than 
by  setting  forth  briefly  the  growth  of  the  system  in  the  last  few  years.  For 
this  purpose  I  take  certain  statistics  of  the  year  1868  and  1874. 

1868.  1S74. 

Number  of  districts 29  37 

Number  of  schools 175  196 

Average  length  of  term 4.20  5 .  66 

Average  wages  paid $30  76         $37  24 

Value  of  school  property $88  ,580     $230  ,850 

Here  we  perceive  growth  in  all  of  these  particulars.  The  year  just  closed 
will  also  show  additional  gains  in  several  of  them.  Another  fact,  whether 
an  evidence  of  improvement  or  not,  I  will  not  take  it  upon  me  to  say,  is 
also  worth  noting  : 

1868.        1874. 

Number  of  male  teachers 50  97 

Number  of  female  teachers 127         114 

Here  we  find  find  an  increase  in  the  number  of  male  teachers  greatly  in 
excess  of  the  ratio  of  increase  in  the  number  of  schools,  while  the  number 
of  female  teachers  is  considerably  less  than  in  1868. 

Besides  the  attendance  of  the  common  schools  of  our  county,  reported 
last  year  at  almost  10  ,000,  we  have  had  in  our  denominational  institutions, 
our  night  and  Normal  schools,  during  the  year,  as  nearly  as  I  can  learn, 
1,067  students.  This  is  a  feature  in  our  educational  wTork  here,  that  I 
think  well  worthy  of  consideration. 

Seven  school  houses  were  built  in  our  county  during  the  year.  I  regret 
to  be  obliged  to  report  a  large  number  of  school  houses  as  still  unfit  for 
use.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  course  of  a  reasonable  time  these  may  be  all 
replaced  with  suitable  buildings. 

II.     Educational  Work  Don;:. 

Examinations. — During  the  year  I  held  thirty-one  (31)  public  and  eight 
(8)  private  examinations.  At  these  examinations  were  two  hundred  and 
thirty-one  (231)  applicants,  of  whom  sixty-five  (65)  had  never  taught.  Of 
the  whole  number,  twelve  (12)  men  and  sixteen  (16)  women  were  rejected. 

Certificate*. — I  granted  during  the  same  time  two  hundred  and  one  (201) 
provisional  certificates.  The  average  of  these  was  2.1.  Besides  these,  I 
endorsed  a  number  of  valid  certificates  from  other  counties.  I  also  issued 
several  professional  certificates. 
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Visits. — During  the  year  I  made  166  official  visits.  This  number  is  some- 
what below  that  of  the  preceding. year.  I  regret  this.  It  was  my  inten- 
tion in  the  fall  to  make  a  careful  visitation  of  every  school  in  the  county, 
and  in  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  up  to  the  Christmas  holidays,  I  had 
visited  very  nearly  one  hundred — an  unprecedented  number  ;  but  unfortu- 
nately for  my  plans,  the  after-part  of  the  winter  was  so  excessively  rigor- 
ous, that  it  put  almost  a  stop  to  my  peregrinations. 

County  Institute. — Our  annual  meeting  of  the  county  institute  was  held 
in  Ebensburg,  commencing  December  28.  The  number  of  teachers  of  the 
county  in  attendance  was  115.  This  was  better  than  ever  before  in  our 
history.  The  exercises  of  the  institute  were  very  good.  The  only  outside 
help  we  had  was  from  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Reinmund,  of  Lebanon,  Pa. — one  of 
the  most  efficient  men  we  have  ever  had  with  us. 

Educational  Convention. — An  outgrowth  of  the  county  institute  was  an 
educational  convention,  held  in  Union  Hall,  Johnstown,  on  the  12th  and 
13th  days  of  March.  About  75  teachers  were  present.  Prof.  Wickersham, 
the  State  Superintendent,  was  with  us  on  Friday  evening,  and  delivered  to 
an  immense  audience  one  of  his  stirring  addresses.  The  whole  affair  was 
a  capital  success  ;  the  credit  for  which  is  mainly  due  to  Mr.  B.  H.  Patter- 
son, the  very  competent  superintendent  of  the  Johnstown  Union  schools, 
and  his  excellent  board  of  directors. 

Other  Work. — Besides  the  work  above  indicated,  I  have  done  a  great 
deal  of  labor  during  the  year,  in  the  way  of  correspondence,  contributing 
to  the  press  articles  on  educational  topics,  and  teaching  a  normal  class. 

III.     Reflections. 

In  making  this,  my  eighth  and  final  report,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  signs 
of  the  times  are  promising  for  the  schools  of  Cambria  county.  As  I  have 
tried  to  exhibit  in  the  first  section  of  this  report,  the  system  here  is  ex- 
panding in  every  direction.  Our  teachers  are  improving;  our  directors 
are  taking  more  interest  in  the  schools,  and  our  people  generally  are  waking 
up.  This  is  indicated  everywhere.  Let  the  good  work  but  go  on.  I  have 
so  often  tried  to  point  out  what  is  yet  wanting  among  us,  that  I  think  it 
scarcely  necessary  to  repeat  what  I  have  said.  Besides,  my  successor  will 
have  his  recommendations  to  make. 

Nothing  remains  for  me  but  to  bid  adieu  to  those  among  whom  I  have  so 
long  labored  in  the  school  room  and  in  the  "  field."  I  have  received  a 
thousand  kindnesses  from  them.  I  leave  the  superintendency  voluntarily 
and  hopefully,  it  is  true,  and  yet  regretfully.  Much  as  the  emigrant,  who 
sets  out  full  of  hope  and  faith  in  the  New  World  to  which  he  is  going, 
looks  back  with  longing  to  his  native  shores,  so  I  now  launch  out  upon 
an  untried  course  with  many  backward  glances  of  regret  to  the  scenes  and 
companions  of  the  past. 
3  School  Rep. 
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One  new  house  was  built  during  the  year,  located  at  Sterling  Run  in 
Lumber  township,  and  is  a  very  substantial  and  appropriate  building,  two 
stories  high,  and  is  designed  for  a  graded  school. 

Five  houses  were  either  wholly  or  partially  supplied  with  the  most  ap- 
proved modem  furniture  ;  one  in  each  of  the  following  districts  :  Drift- 
wood borough,  Lumber,  Portage,  Shippen,  and  Emporium  borough.  The 
room  used  for  the  primary  department  in  Emporium  was  thoroughly  re- 
paired, papered  and  furnished  with  48  Excelsior  desks,  presenting  an 
attractive  appearance  and  reflecting  great  credit  upon  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. The  house  at  North  Creek  was  also  repaired,  and  the  old  desks  re- 
placed with  fine  new  ones,  purchased  from  the  Buffalo  Hardware  Co.,  thus 
showing  that  Shippen,  too,  is  keeping  pace  with  the  times. 

With  one  exception  every  district  in  the  county  did  some  work  during 
the  year  indicating  progress  and  improvement,  either  in  building,  repair- 
ing or .  furnishing  houses.  Enterprise  (Ind.)  district  has  been  renting  a 
room  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public  school  for  a  number  of  years, 
which  is  not  adapted  to  the  purpose,  being  too  small,  too  low,  does  not 
admit  of  proper  ventilation,  and  there  is  no  play-ground,  except,  the  street, 
connected  with  the  premi-ses.  We  have  frequently  advocated  the  necessity 
of  a  new  building  and  a  better  location,  and  again  desire  to  impress  our 
convictions  upon  those  interested. 

There  are  two  graded  schools  in  the  county,  one  of  these  was  established 
during  the  year  in  the  borough  of  Driftwood,  with  an  attendance  of  over 
one  hundred  pupils,  and  under  the  efficient  supervision  of  Mr.  E.  0.  Kreider, 
as  principal,  was  a  most  gratifying  success.  The  Emporium  Union  school 
in  charge  of  Mr.  N.  II.  Schenck,  was  also  in  a  most  flourishing  condition. 

Lumber  should  have  two  graded  schools,  one  at  Cameron  and  another  at 
Sterling  Run.  Something  should  be  done  at  once  for  the  better  accommo- 
dation and  instruction  of  the  pupils  at  tlve  former  place.  The  present  build- 
ing is  very  unsuitable  in  its  arrangements  and  the  grounds  are  wholly  in- 
adequate and  unfit  for  tlie  comfort  and  pleasure  of  so  many  pupils.  The 
property  should  be  disposed  of  and  a  more  desirable  site  selected  with  such 
a  house  placed  upon  it  as  would  be  in  keeping  with  the  times  and  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  situation. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  Opera  House  at  Emporium  in  De- 
cember. The  lecturers  and  instructors  were  Rev.  J.  D.  Herr,  Profe.  J.  W. 
Fradenburgh,  J.  H.  Kurzenkna-be.,  R.  Curry,  Miss  Rose  A.  M'Oleary  and 
A.  Frank   Seltzer,  Esq.     The  institute  was  as  usual  a  success.     Notwfth- 
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standing  the  "  panic"  the  teachers  and  citizens  contributed  so  liberally  of 
their  means  that  the  expenses  were  fully  met  without  charging  admission 
to  any  of  the  sessions.  There  was  an  increase  over  last  year  in  the  atten- 
dance of  teachers,  and  the  hall  was  literally  packed  at  the  evening  sessions. 

The  press  of  the  county  still  continues  to  do  a  good  work  for  the  cause, 
and  the  system  has  no  warmer  friends  or  more  ardent  supporters  than  the 
editors  and  publishers  of  our  local  newspapers.  They  have  freely  and 
cheerfully  given  their  columns  for  the  publication  of  all  matter  calculated 
to  advance  the  educatioual  interests  of  the  county  and  the  cause  generally. 
For  this  they  deserve  the  thanks  of  every  friend  of  education. 

As  this  is  our  final  report,  it  seems  a  suitable  time  to  take  a  retrospec- 
tive view,  and  mention  a  few  items  which  may  indicate  to  some  extent  the 
educational  progress  of  the  county  during  the  past  nine  years  : 

New  houses  built 17 

School  rooms  supplied  with  patent  furniture 13 

More  or  less  supplied  with  apparatus 22 

Average  length  of  term,  increased  from 5.90  to  6.17 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers,  increased  from  §30  36  to  $4S 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers,  increased  from  $22  70  to  $37 

Salary  of  County  Superintendent $200  to  $800  and  $1,000 

Schools,  increased  from 22  to  38 

Districts,  increased  from 6  to  8 

Pupils,  increased  from 770  to  about  1 ,200 

Cost  of  instruction,  increased  from $3,256  80  to  $7,954  36 

In  1866  there  were  54  counties  in  the  State  that  paid  better  salaries  to 
teachers  than  Cameron — now  only  13  are  in  advance  in  this  respect. 

The  membership  of  our  County  Institute  has  increased  about  three-fold, 
the  attendance  of  citizens  from  a  mere  handful  to  an  audience  of  700,  and 
the  expense  of  conducting  the  same  irom  about  $40  to  $350. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  much  advancement  has  been  made,  but  we  also 
realize  that  much  still  remains  to  be  done,  and  in  closing  our  official  con- 
nection with  the  educational  interests  of  the  county,  wo  regret  that  so 
mauy  needed  reforms  are  yet  left  incomplete. 

Our  work  in  the  County  Superintendency  is  over.  We  are  now  re- 
lie-ved  of  its  grave  responsibilities.,  anxieties  and  cares.  While  in  the  dis- 
charge of  our  duty  we  have  often  felt  discouraged — opposition  to  progress 
was  at  times  exciting  and  bitter,  and  ignorance  and  prejudice  seemed  des- 
tined to  come  off  victorious.  But  with  the  united  effort  of  intelligent 
teachers.,  progressive  directors  and  enthusiastic  friends,  right  and  justice 
generally  triumphed  in  the  end.  Though  the  office  is  surrounded  with 
many  perplexities  and  annoyances,  it  also  has  its  bright  side  to  cheer  the 
occupant  and  stimulate  him  in  the  prosecution  of  his  work  with  renewed 
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zeal  and  vigor,  and  while  wc  gladly  turn  away  from  the  dark  side  of  the 
picture,  we  are  moved  b}r  feelings  of  deep  emotion  as  we  are  about  to  sever 
the  pleasant  associations  which  we  have  so  long  enjoyed.  We  have  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  nearly  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  county 
which,  in  many  instances  has  ripened  into  friendship  that  will  be  remem- 
bered among  the  choicest  recollections  of  life. 

In  conclusion,  I  tender  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  all  the  friends  throughout 
the  county  for  their  generous  hospitality  and  kindness;  to  the  school  direc- 
tors who  have  so  often  honored  me  with  their  confidence  ;  to  the  many 
faithful  teachers  from  whom  I  have  received  so  many  words  of  encourage- 
ment and  such  beautiful  and  appropriate  tokens  of  esteem  ;  to  the  hundreds 
of  boys  and  girls  whom  I  so  frequently  met,  and  by  whom  I  was  always 
treated  with  becoming  respect ;  to  the  editors  of  our  county  papers  for  the 
able  and  valuable  assistance  they  accorded  me  at  all  times  in  my  official 
work,  and  to  the  School  Department  for  wise  counsel  and  efficient  aid. 

In  leaving  the  field  in  charge  of  Mr.  Schenck,  my  successor,  I  feel  satis- 
fied that  it  is  in  competent  hands,  that  the  interests  of  the  schools  in  the 
county  will  be  properly  guarded  by  the  incoming  administration.  Trust- 
ing that  he  may  be  as  warmly  welcomed  and  as  ardently  supported  by  the 
teachers,  directors,  pupils  and  citizens  generally,  as  I  have  been,  I  bid  them 
one  and  all  God  speed  in  the  noble  work. 


CARBON  COUNTY— R.  F.  Hofford. 

'While  the  material  wealth  and  prosperity  of  our  county  have  been  greatly 
retarded  by  financial  and  business  depressions,  strikes  in  the  mining  re- 
gions and  the  great  conflagrations  that  swept  over  the  lumbering  district, 
it  should  be  gratifying  to  every  citizen  to  know  that  the  general  prosperity 
and  progress  of  the  public  schools  were  never  better  than  during  the  past 
year,  nor  more  interest  manifested  by  teachers  and  directors. 

In  many  schools  excellent  work  was  done.  The  teachers  were  efficient 
and  faithful,  and  the  instruction  thorough  and  practical ;  but  the  best  plans 
that  can  be  devised  by  school  officers  will  fail  to  give  the  desired  results, 
unless  executed  by  good  and  competent  teachers,  sustained  by  fearless, 
energetic  directors,  and  encouraged  by  parents  Teachers  exercise  a  pow- 
erful influence  in  forming  the  minds  and  characters  of  their  pupils.  Hence 
the  best  and  most  successful  schools  are  those  where  the  services  of  the 
best  teachers  are  secured  and  retained.  In  order  to  secure  and  retain  the 
services  of  such  teachers,  several  things  are  necessary.  Their  situations 
must  be  made  pleasant  and  attractive,  which  can  be  done  by  kind  and 
generous  treatment,  healthy  and  well  furnished  school  rooms,  adequate 
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compensation,  and  the  proper  means  fur  continued  improvement.  Those 
teachers  who  take  most  active  interest  in  their  work,  appreciate  privileges 
granted,  and  improve  every  opportunity  to  acquire  professional  knowledge 
and  skill,  never  fail  to  have  cheerful,  industrious  and  orderly  schools. 
Every  day's  experience  in  teaching  adds  to  the  value  of  the  really  earnest, 
conscientious  teacher's  capital  stock  in  store.  It  perfects  his  methods  of 
instruction,  enlarges  his  knowledge  of  his  pupils  and  his  social  intercourse 
with  the  patrons  of  his  school,  and  thereby  renders  his  services  more  de- 
sirable than  they  would  otherwise  be. 

Literary  attainments  are  not  all  the  teacher  needs  in  order  that  his  labors 
may  prove  successful.  Those  who  undertake  to  instruct  the  young  should 
be  persons  of  the  highest  culture  and  refinement,  for  the  impressions  they 
make  upon  the  young  minds  are  lasting.  Moral  influence  combined  with 
practical  experience,  are  necessary  qualifications  in  a  teacher.  Example 
and  precept  should  be  held  alike  worthy.  Teachers  also  need  the  co-oper- 
ating influence  of  parents  and  the  sympathies  of  the  whole  community  ;  at 
least  they  deserve  as  much  charity  and  forbearance  as  persons  in  any  other 
profession  or  pursuit  in  life.  If  friends  of  education  would  only  manifest 
the  zeal  and  interest  they  undoubtedly  feel  for  the  cause,  by  visiting  the 
schools  more  frequently,  teachers  would  be  encouraged  and  strengthened 
in  their  work,  and  scholars  cheered  and  stimulated  to  more  earnest  efforts. 

There  are  those  found  in  nearly  every  community  who  desire  to  teach  as 
temporary  expedients  or  stepping  stones  to  some  other  profession  or  busi- 
ness, who  have  no  special  fitness  for  the  work,  nor  do  they  make  any  prepa- 
ration for  it.  Yet  they  urge  their  claims  with  persistence,  backed  by  all 
the  social  and  personal  influence  of  friends  and  relations  that  can  be  brought 
to  bear  in  their  favor.  Such  considerations  should  have  but  little  weight 
with  those  to  whom  is  intrusted  the  important  duty  of  employing  teachers. 

Among  the  directors  may  be  found  some  of  the  most  intelligent,  pro- 
gressive and  fearless  men  in  the  county,  but  there  are  others  for  whom  we 
cannot  say  so  much.  Those  districts  where  the  former  predominate  are 
fortunate. 

The  graded  schools  of  Weatherly,  East  Mauch  Chunk,  Mauch  Chunk, 
Parry ville,  Lehighton  and  Nesquehoning,  have,  under  experienced  and 
skillful  principals,  been  very  successful.  Some  of  the  ungraded  schools 
were  well  classified  and  did  good  work.  Among  this  class  may  be  men- 
tioned the  schools  of  Banks  township,  Packerton,  Independent  District,  and 
the  Union  school  at  Albrightsville,  in  Kidder  township.  Weissport  schools 
started  with  cheering  prospects,  but  a  change  in  principals  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  term,  necessitated  by  declining  health,  somewhat  disorganized 
and  checked  their  progress . 
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There  are  still  a  number  of  poor  dilapidated  school  houses  in  the  county 
unfit  for  school  uses.  In  some  of  them  the  furniture  is  very  poor  and  even 
injurious.  Some  schools  are  not  provided  with  suitable  outhouses,  and  the 
grounds  are  left  unimproved.  The  immediate  attention  of  directors  is 
called  to  the  above  facts.  They  should  provide  suitable  houses  and  grounds, 
such  as  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  children  may  require,  for  all  the 
schools  in  their  respective  districts. 

During'  the  summer  vacations  all  the  school  rooms  should  be  thoroughly 
renovated  and  everything  put  in  good  order  for  the  commencement  of  the 
next  term.  It  will  have  a  salutary  effect  upon  teachers  and  pupils,  and 
start  them  on  their  way  with  glad  hearts.  This  work  is  often  put  off  until 
the  time  arrives  for  opening  the  schools,  and  then  it  is  either  entirely  neg- 
lected or  imperfectly  done. 

School  rooms  closed  up  for  a  long  time,  and  especially  when  left  in  an 
unclean  condition,  become  unhealthy  and  repulsive  to  teachers  and  pupils, 
instead  of  being  cheerful  and  attractive,  and  not  unfrequently  do  they  be- 
come the  fruitful  sources  of  disease  and  premature  death.  The  directors 
of  Packerton  Independent  district  were  the  recipients  of  a  splendid  gift, 
in  the  shape  of  a  new  school  house,  from  the  Hon.  Asa  Packer,  showing 
that  while  his  munificence  reaches  up  to  the  University,  it  also  reaches  out 
gloriously  to  the  common  schools,  where  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
laboring  masses  participate  in  its  benefits.  It  consists  of  a  good,  substan- 
tial brick  house,  containing  two  well-finished  school  rooms,  each  26|x32£ 
feet,  and  14  feet  high  from  floor  to  ceiling,  with  hall  and  clothes  rooms,  and 
also  a  small  room  for  directors'  meetings.  The  building  was  completed  and 
handed  over  to  the  directors,  free  of  charge  to  them,  and  no  doubt  a  source 
of  lasting  pleasure  to  the  donor.  The  directors  of  Mauch  Chunk  township 
have  in  course  of  erection  a  new  school  building  which,  when  completed, 
will  be  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  at  Mauch  Chunk,  in  the  latter  part  of 
November.  The  attendance  was  good,  aud  considerable  interest  manifested 
by  teachers  and  other  friends  of  education.  The  exercises  consisted  of 
lectures,  class  drills,  discussions  and  essays,  in  which  many  of  the  teachers 
took  an  active  part. 

District  Institutes  were  held  regularly  in  only  a  few  districts.  These 
important  meetings  should  not  be  abandoned  by  directors  or  teachers. 
When  properly  conducted,  they  accomplish  much  good.  No  teacher  or 
school  officer  can  attend  them  without  being  benefited.  Methods  of  in- 
struction and  school  government  are  discussed,  experiences  related,  and 
better  social  feeling  cultivated  between  teachers,  directors  and  patrons. 
These  institutes  are  found  in  districts  where  directors  and  teachers  are  live 
and  progressive,  and  schools  generally  prosperous  and  satisfactory. 
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But  few  additions  were  made  to  the  apparatus  of  our  schools  during  the 
year.  The  directors  of  Kidder  township  supplied  each  of  their  schools 
with  a  set  of  outline  maps  and  an  excelsior  globe.  This  was  a  good  move 
and  teachers  should  show  their  appreciation  of  them  by  making  a  proper 
use  of  them,  and  in  seeing  that  they  are  not  abused.  Other  directors  will 
<lo  well  by  following  the  example  of  the  Kidder  board. 

In  conclusion,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  school  officers,  teachers  and 
other  friends  of  education,  who  sustained  and  encouraged  me  in  my  labors, 
and  especially  to  the  directors  of  the  county  for  continued  confidence  re- 
posed in  me.  I  will,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  endeavor  to  prove  myself 
worthy  of  that  confidence  by  attending  to  the  duties  of  the  office  faithfully. 
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Progress  During  the  Year. 

The  condition  of  our  schools  shows  very  encouraging  progress.  A 
steady  change  has  been,  and  is  going  on  which,  if  not  suffered  to  flag,  is 
destined  to  make  our  schools,  before  long,  what  the  framers  of  the  system 
intended  them  to  be.  That  the  past  year  has  not  been  barren  of  results  the 
statistical  table  already  transmitted  to  the  Department  exhibits. 

Houses. — Seven  (7)  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
are  tolerably  good  structures.  The  following  districts  will  build  new 
houses  this  year  :  Potter,  Marion,  Philipsburg,  Snow  Shoe  and  probably 
two  or  three  others.  Two  were  destroyed  by  fire.  I  very  much  regret  to 
be  obliged  to  report  about  a  dozen  as  utterly  unfit  for  use,  being  worn  out 
and  too  small,  and  can  only  indulge  the  hope  that  they  may  soon  be  re- 
placed by  better  ones.  At  least  forty  are  without  suitable  outbuildings — 
some  even  in  public  places,  where  such  building  is  as  necessary  as  the 
school  house  itself.  This  defect  was  remedied  in  a  few  districts  during  the 
year.  I  have  classed  twenty-three  (23)  as  having  grounds  suitably  im- 
proved, being  fenced,  cleared  of  rubbish,  and  planted  with  trees.  All  our 
school  rooms  have  such  ventilation  as  is  afforded  by  apertures  in  the  ceil- 
ing, transoms  over  doors,  or  lowering  of  windows,  but  comparatively  few 
have  any  special  apparatus  for  this  purpose,  as  required  by  the  Depart- 
ment. The  estimated  value  of  school  property  in  the  county  is  about 
1250,000 

Furniture. — One  hundred  and  ninety-three  (193)  school  rooms  are  sup- 
plied with  what  might  be  called  tolerably  good  desks  and  seats,  though  by 
no  means  what  the  Department  pronounces  "suitable  furniture."  The 
furniture  used  is  not  in  keeping  with  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  times, 
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and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  initiatory  step  already  taken  in  a  few 
districts  will  be  hastily  followed  up  by  the  general  introduction  of  desks 
and  seats  of  approved  pattern.  When  we  consider  how  much  the  seats  of 
the  school  room  have  to  do  with  the  general  health  of  the  occupants,  it  is 
a  matter  of  surprise  that  injurious  furniture  should  be  tolerated. 

Apparatus. — About  eighty  (SO)  schools  are  pretty  well  supplied,  but  in 
most  of  these  it  is  time  the  old  worn  out  wall  maps  were  replaced  by  new 
ones.  A  standard  dictionary  should  also  be  included  in  the  apparatus 
necessary  for  every  school. 

Schools. — There  are  two  hundred  and  fourteen  (214)  schools  in  the  county, 
sixty-two  (62)  of  which  are  graded.  Additional  grades  were  established 
at  Philipsburg  and  Bellefonte,  but  at  least  one  more  additional  primary  is 
needed  at  each  of  these  places.  Another  and  higher  grade  is  needed  at 
Millheim.  The  schools  at  the  following  named  points  should,  and  we 
think  easily  could  be  graded  :  Quays',  in  Curtin  ;  Pennsylvania  Furnace, 
in  Ferguson  ;  Lemont,  in  Harris  ;  Pleasant  Gap,  in  Spring ;  Wallace  Run 
and  Curtins,  in  Boggs  ;  Julian  Furnace,  in  Huston,  and  Spring  Mills  in 
Gregg.  Generally  speaking,  the  schools  were  well  managed,  rendering 
general  satisfaction.  In  most  cases  the  classification  was  good,  pupils 
sufficiently  advanced  being  required  to  pursue  a  regular  course  of  study, 
the  wishes  of  parents  at  the  same  time  being  duly  respected.  Some  of  the 
higher  branches  were  taught  in  aboxit  fifty  (50, )  and  the  common  branches, 
including  elementary  instruction  in  vocal  music,  drawing,  writing  and 
physiology,  in  all.  District  uniformity  of  books  exists  throughout  the- 
county.     The  Bible  was  read  daily  in  all. 

Teachers. — One  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (15V)  male  and  fifty-seven  female- 
teachers  were  employed,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  (175)  had 
attended  a  County,  and  twelve  (12)  a  State  Normal  school.  Fourteen  (14)- 
of  these  held  permanent  certificates,  thirty  (30)  held  professional  certifi- 
cates, three  (3)  the  Normal  diploma,  and  the  remainder  provisional  certifi- 
cates averaging  from  1£  to  3.  Those  who  partially  failed  were  among  the 
number  who  held  the  lowest  grade  of  provisional  certificates.  There  has 
been  very  little  increase  in  the  number  holding  the  different  leading  grades 
of  certificates,  many  of  our  first  professional  teachers  having  engaged  per- 
manently in  some  other  business  or  profession  affording  better  pecuniary 
inducements.  I  would  again  most  earnestly  recommend  the  grading  of 
salaries  in  proportion  to  ability  and  merit,  on  a  basis  similar  to  that  recom- 
mended in  last  year's  report. 

Examinations. — Thirty-four  (34)  public  examinations  were  held,  at  which 
one  hundred  and  forty  (140)  directors,  and  over  one  thousand  (1,000)  citi- 
zens were  present.     Number  of  applicants  examined,  three  hundred  and. 
twenty-seven,  (327);  number-  rejected,  twenty-five,  (25);  number  of  cer- 
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tificates  issued,  three  hundred  and  two,  (302.)  Twenty-one  (21)  were  ex- 
amined privately.  It  is  at  present,  and  probably  always  will  be  necessary 
to  grant  occasional  private  examinations,  in  order  to  fully  meet  the  wants 
of  so  large  a  district. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools  (except  three  (3)  which  were  inaccessible 
at  the  time)  were  visited  once,  and  some  a  second  and  third  time.  I  made 
three  hundred  (300)  visits,  being  accompanied  by  one  or  more  directors  in 
almost  every  district.  The  work  performed  at  these  visits,  as  well  as  their 
length,  was  regulated,  as  heretofore,  by  the  requirements  of  the  school — 
averaging  probably  an  hour  and  a  half  in  length. 

County  Institute. — Our  twenty-eighth  annual  institute  was  held  at  Belle- 
fonte,  during  New  Year's  week.  It  was  well  attended.  The  sessions  were 
devoted  to  practical  school  work,  in  which  the  teachers  of  the  county  did 
the  bulk  of  the  work,  being  led  and  assisted  by  Profs.  J.  II.  Shumaker, 
H.  Collier,  C.  M.  Carter  and  Rev.  W.  T.  Wylie. 

Normal  Institute. — The  ninth  annual  session  was  held  at  Centre  Hall, 
continuing  eight  weeks,  and  attended  by  about  ninety  (90)  teachers. 

Other  Agencies  are  such  as  have  been  mentioned,  from  time  to  time,  in 
former  reports. 

Retrospectivb. 

In  closing  this  my  last  official  report,  I  sincerely  regret  that  greater  and 
more  important  results  have  not  been  achieved,  but  feel  a  just  pride  in  the 
many  evidences  of  progress  which  a  retrospective  view  of  the  past  nine 
years  reveals — a  few  of  which  I  will  mention  : 

A  general  improvement  of  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  schools  ;  in- 
creased professional  zeal  among  teachers,  more  professional  reading — all 
our  teachers  now  being  familiar  with  one  or  more  standard  works  on  teach- 
ing, and  regular  readers  of  one  or  more  leading  educational  journals  ;  bet- 
ter attendance  at  our  institutes  and  Normal  schools,  larger  and  better  school 
houses — better  located  and  with  more  ample  grounds ;  general  improve- 
ment in  the  schools — in  better  and  more  systematic  arrangement  and  dis- 
cipline, better  classification,  more  thoroughness  in  teaching,  and  better 
attendance  of  pupils  in  consequence  thereof.  During  the  nine  years  that 
have  elapsed  since  I  was  called  to  the  position  of  county  superintendent, 
(in  1866,)  ninety-seven  new  school  houses  have  been  built,  at  an  aggre- 
gate cost  of  over  $125,000,  (more  than  half  the  present  valuation  of  school 
property  in  the  county,)  125  have  been  supplied  with  outbuildings ;  125 
provided  with  some  means  for  ventilation  ;  160  improved  in  the  seating — 
18  being  now  supplied  with  patent  furniture  ;  18  school  grounds  have  been 
suitably  improved,  (there  being  but  five  so  improved  before)  ;  30  new 
schools  have  been  established,  and  25  graded,  and  illustrative  apparatus, 
such  as  blackboards,  globes,  maps,  etc.,  increased  and  improved  in  150. 
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Since  1866,  the  number  of  teachers  who  have  made  special  preparation, 
by  attending  some  Normal  school,  has  increased  from  7  to  187  ;  the  num- 
ber attending  the  County  Institute  from  70  to  230 ;  the  average  salaries  of 
males  from  $33  80  to  $39  42,  and  of  females  from  $29  00  to  $34  56  ;  the 
number  of  pupils  has  increased  from  8,520  to  10,553  ;  the  number  receiving 
instruction  in  English  grammar,  from  1,000  to  2,880;  in  geography,  from 
1,600  to  4,100  ;  in  mental  arithmatic,  from  2,860  to  6,375.  In  addition  to 
this,  history  of  the  United  States,  physiology  and  rudimental  instruction  in 
vocal  music  and  drawing  have  been  introduced  into  all  the  schools.  Dur- 
ing this  time  I  have  held  254  public,  and  87  private  examinations,  at  which 
more  than  10,000  persons  were  present,  licensed  2,158  teachers,  made 
2,453  school  visits,  (accompanied  by  871  directors  and  2,059  patrons,) 
made  about  3,000  addresses,  held  nine  County  Institutes  of  a  week  each, 
nine  sessions  of  the  County  Normal  Institute  averaging  nine  weeks  each, 
spent  about  six  weeks  in  attending  State  conventions  of  superintendents, 
wrote  2,294  official  letters,  was  engaged  in  official  duties  2,519  days,  and 
traveled  27,057  miles  in  discharging  the  same. 

I  have  not  been  insensible  to  the  importance  of  the  task,  and  in  retiring 
can  feel  free  in  saying  that  I  have  tried  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability  to  ele- 
vate and  improve  the  schools,  with  what  degree  of  success  I  leave  an  in- 
telligent public  to  judge.  Errors  have  doubtless  been  committed,  and 
duties  neglected,  yet  it  is  hoped  some  good  has  been  done.  I  assume  for 
myself  but  a  small  share  of  whatever  credit  may  be  due,  for  I  have  had  the 
continued  assistance  of  our  worthy  State  Superintendent  and  his  gentle- 
manly assistants,  the  kind  co-operation  of  directors,  and  last,  but  not  least, 
a  full  and  cordial  response  to  every  requirement  by  those  who  did  the 
work — the  teachers— -all  have  my  sincere  thanks. 

I  bespeak  for  my  successor  a  full  measure  of  the  same  kind  sympathy 
and  co-operation. 

It  is  not  without  feelings  of  emotion  that  I  sever  the  pleasant  relation 
that  has  characterized  our  intercourse — the  large  number  of  very  pleasant 
acquaintances  formed,  many  of  which  have  ripened  into  friendships  that 
will  ever  be  cherished  as  among  the  most  valued  of  my  life  ;  the  many  acts 
of  kindness  shown  me  on  every  hand  ;  the  thousands  of  children  whose 
bright  faces  and  joyous  young  hearts  have  so  often  cheered  me  on  in  my 
work,  and  the  cherished  associations  of  the  "  Normal,"  will  remain  green 
spots  in  memory's  field  while  life  and  reason  last. 
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The  indications  of  educational  progress  in  the  public  schools  of  our 
county  during  the  past  year  may  be  briefly  noted  in  the  following  particu- 
lars : 

Houses. — Since  our  last  report  nine  new  houses  have  been  built  and  one 
refitted,  as  follows :  Franklin,  West  Goshen,  New  Garden,  East  Notting- 
ham and  Penn,  have  each  built  one,  East  Coventry  two,  and  Phoenixville 
two.  These  have  been  built  upon  new  or  improved  sites,  upon  enlarged 
grounds,  and  in  point  of  ventilation,  convenience  and  general  comfort,  are 
highly  creditable  to  the  districts  erecting  them.  Those  of  Phoenixville  are 
two  stories  high,  and  contain  two  rooms  on  each  floor,  adjoining  which  are 
clothes  rooms  and  wash  rooms,  together  with  all  the  modern  conveniences. 
Want  of  space  in  this  limited  report  forbids  that  extended  notice  which 
they  deserve. 

Houses  yet  unfit  for  use  are  as  follows  :  Birmingham,  1  ;  West  Bradford, 
3  ;  East  Brandy  wine,  1  ;  West  Brandy  wine,  4  ;  West  Cain,  4  ;  North  Cov- 
entry, 2  ;  Franklin,  2  ;  West  Goshen,  2  ;  Honeybrook,  2  ;  Hopewell  bor- 
ough-, 1  ;  Londonderry,  1 ;  East  Marlborough,  1  ;  West  Marlborough,  1  ; 
West  Nantmeal,  1  ;  New  Garden,  3  ;  Newlin,  2  ;  West  Nottingham,  1  ; 
Sadsbury,  1  ;  Schuylkill,  1 ;  Tred3'ffrin,  1  ;  West  Vincent,  1 ;  Wallace,  1  ; 
Warwick,  1,  and  Willistown,  1.  Last  year  I  was  compelled  to  report  forty- 
eight  houses  unfit  for  use  ;  the  number  has  been  diminished  to  thirty-nine. 
Three  or  four  years  will,  at  this  rate,  be  sufficient  to  pull  down  these  small, 
illy-ventilated,  unsightly  structures,  and  place  in  their  stead  school  houses 
that  will  be  worthy  of  the  name. 

Apparatus. — In  former  reports  special  attention  was  called  to  the  defi- 
ciency in  necessary  apparatus  in  many  of  our  schools.  Fearing  this  defect 
might  be  chargeable  to  the  superintendent,  I  made  special  effort  last  year 
to  secure  the  attendance  of  directors  in  my  annual  visits  to  the  schools. 
Two  hundred  and  seventy-five  of  these  school  officers  accompanied  me  in 
my  visits,  during  which  I  endeavored  to  show  the  necessity  of  additional 
apparatus,  and  how  it  could  be  used  to  advantage.  Lest  the  cause  of  this 
deficiency  might  be  a  want  of  funds  at  their  command,  I  issued  a  circular 
to  directors,  last  spring,  calling  attention  to  the  importance  of  levying  ad- 
ditional tax  to  meet  these  expenses.  The  result  of  our  efforts  in  this  direc- 
tion cannot  be  reported  until  the  close  of  the  present  year. 

School  Attractions. — In  this  respect  there  has  been  a  decidedly  favorable 
change,  during  the  last  year  especially.  More  than  three-fourths  of  our 
school  rooms  now  have  window  curtains,  mottoes  and  other  attractions. 


44  CHESTER  COUNTY. 

The  majority  have  pictures,  some  of  these  being  steel  engravings,  and  in 
many  cases  flowers  adorn  the  windows  and  walls.  These  school  attractions 
cultivate  a  love  for  the  beautiful  and  the  good,  and  consequently  exert  a 
salutary  influence  upon  the  disposition  of  the  pupils. 

Text-Books.— Nearly  one-fifth  of  the  districts  yet  need  the  adoption  of  a 
uniform  series.  Without  this,  proper  classification  is  impossible.  An  extra 
effort  is  intended,  during  the  present  year,  to  secure  greater  uniformity, 
and  to  prevail  upon  the  directors  to  furnish  a  set  of  text-books  for  the  use 
of  the  teacher. 

The  Annual  Institute  held,  as  usual,  at  West  Chester,  during  the  last 
week  of  October,  was  attended  by  285  of  our  own  teachers,  the  whole  num- 
ber enrolled  being  410,  including  teachers  of  private  schools  in  this  count}7, 
and  some  of  both  classes  from  neighboring  counties.  Instruction  was  given 
in  methods  of  teaching  geography,  reading,  grammar,  arithmetic,  history, 
penmanship,  industrial  drawing,  and  in  school  management. 

Teachers. — The  demand  for  well  qualified  teachers  is  gradually  increas- 
ing, and  while  the  average  salary  is  considerably  higher  than  it  was  last 
year,  yet  is  not  sufficient  to  secure  the  desired  intellectual  qualification, 
combined  with  skill  and  experience  in  the  art  of  teaching,  that  is  necessary 
to  make  our  public  schools  what  they  ought  to  be. 

As  soon  as  any  district  appreciates  the  value  of  good  teachers,  will  they 
hold  out  inducements  to  secure  and  retain  such.  These  have  usually  the 
best  teachers,  because  their  salaries  are  inducements  to  draw  the  experi- 
enced and  devoted. 

Examinations. — The  plan  of  holding  the  annual  examination  of  teachers, 
as  arranged  during  my  second  year,  is  now  generally  adopted  throughout 
the  county.  It  saves  time,  travel  and  confusion — equalizes  the  classes,  and 
thus  gives  the  Superintendent  a  better  opportunity  to  judge  the  qualifica- 
tions of  applicants  ;  and  enforces  that  portion  of  the  school  law  which  re- 
quires applicants  to  be  examined  in  presence  of  their  employees.  I  find  it 
tends  to  remove  the  disposition  to  overlook  the  intellectual  qualifications 
of  teachers,  as  indicated  by  the  certificate,  and  select  those  who  may  be 
known  in  the  community,  or  who  may  have  relatives  or  acquaintances  of 
members  of  the  board.  At  these  examinations,  the  number  of  the  class  aver- 
aging about  ten,  I  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  best  qualified,  considering  the 
following  essentials:  1.  Knowledge  of  required  branches,  and  ability  to 
express  it.  2.  Positiveness,  coupled  with  kindness.  3.  Knowledge  of 
human  nature.  4.  Tact.  5.  Enthusiasm — life,  snap,  vim.  At  the  exam- 
inations held  since  June  1,  1875,  many  new  applicants,  and  some  who  had 
taught,  were  found  wanting  in  many  of  these  essential  qualities.  Thirty- 
nine  per  cent,  of  all  applicants  since  June  1  were  rejected — several  of  these 
on  account  of  youth. 
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Work  done  by  Superintendent. — Held  46  public  examinations  ;  examined 
468  applicants ;  granted  357*  provisional,  and  11  professional  certificates"; 
made  479  visits  to  schools,  during  which  all  were  visited  once,  and  131 
twice ;  traveled  whilst  on  official  duty  2,640  miles ;  wrote  819  official  letters ; 
held  and  addressed  38  educational  meetings ;  attended  five  district  insti- 
tutes ;  held  one  County  Institute  five  days  ;  attended  the  annual  County 
Institutes  in  Delaware,  Lancaster  and  Bucks ;  and  in  addition  to  the  usual 
office  work  on  Saturdays,  copied  and  forwarded  the  usual  sixty-eight  an- 
nual district  reports. 
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In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  the  following  brief  re- 
port is  respectfully  submitted  : 

Nine  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  These  are  all  frame  build- 
ings, and  are  much  better  than  the  houses  which  they  replace  ;  but  they 
are  too  low,  and  are  not  supplied  with  tiie  requisite  amount  of  blackboard 
surface.  In  several  of  these  buildings  parts  of  the  walls  have  been  painted, 
and  serve  as  blackboards,  and  the  seats  and  desks  are  unsuitable. 

Nearly  all  our  school  houses  are  poorly  ventilated.  In  this  respect 
no  improvement  has  been  made  during  the  year,  and  thousands  of  pupils 
will  be  compelled  to  breathe  the  vitiated  atmosphere  of  ill-ventilated  school 
rooms  during  the  next  school  year. 

A  fine  new  school  building  is  under  contract  in  the  borough  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  will  be  finished  in  time  for  the  winter  term  of  school.  It  is  a 
-two-storied  frame  structure,  containing  four  large  rooms,  and  is  to  be  well 
.finished,  and  furnished  with  furniture  of  the  most  approved  pattern. 

There  are  eighteen  school  houses  in  the  county  that  are  unfit  for  use.  A 
few  of  these  houses  will  be  replaced  by  better  ones  during  the  next  school 
year. 

I  would  again  call  the  attention  of  directors  to  the  disgraceful  fact  that 
•one  hundred  and  forty-six  of  our  school  houses  have  unsuitable  outbuild- 
ings. 

Graded  Schools. — Twenty-one  schools  are  graded.  The  schools  in  Eden- 
burg,  Fryburg,  Lickingville,  Monroeville,  Perryville,  Salem,  Shippenville, 
Tylersburg  and  West  Freedom,  should  be  graded  as  soon  as  possible. 

Visitations. — Owing  to  the  depths  of  the  snow  and  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  visiting  was  attended  with  much  difficulty;  and  although  my 
whole  time,  from  the  opening  of  the  schools  till  their  close,  was  devoted 
to  this  duty,  twenty -one  schools  were  not  visited.  The  schools  visited 
were  generally  in  better  condition  than  they  were  last  year.     The  teaching 
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was  of  a  higher  order,  ami  the  rooms  were  in  better  condition,  showing 
that  commendable  improvement  had  been  made  by  many  of  the  teach- 
ers. We  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  number  of  appli- 
cants will  be  so  large  that  the  Superintendent  can  refuse  certificates  to  all 
but  first-class  teachers. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  a  decided  success.  The 
number  of  teachers  enrolled  was  larger  than  ever  before,  and  the  interest 
manifested  was  greater  than  on  former  occasions.  Prof.  F.  A.  Allen  was 
the  principal  lecturer  and  instructor.  The  instruction  given  was  of  a 
practical  character,  and  the  influence  of  this  meeting  will  long  be  felt  in 
the  county. 

I  would  again  urge  our  people  to  exercise  greater  care  in  the  selection 
of  school  directors.  In  some  districts  the  most  intelligent  citizens  are 
selected  to  act  as  directors.  In  these  districts  the  schools  are  in  excellent 
condition,  and  the  system  is  popular.  In  other  districts  persons  are  elected 
to  this  responsible  office  who  can  scarcely  read  or  write,  and  who  are  op- 
posed to  improvement.  I  need  scarcely  add  that  in  these  districts  the 
schools  are  only  partially  successful,  and  the  school  system  is  unpopular. 
The  friends  of  education  can  do  much  toward  popularizing  the  system  by 
selecting  the  proper  persons  to  act  as  school  directors. 

In  conclusion  I  return  my  thanks  to  the  School  Department  for  counsel 
and  instruction  received,  and  to  directors,  teachers  and  citizens  for  their 
kindness  and  hospitality. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY— J.  A.  Gregory. 

In  submitting  my  third  annual  report  of  the  condition  and  improvement 
of  the  common  schools  of  our  county,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to 
record  a  greater  amount  of  work  done  by  directors,  teachers  and  pupils 
than  in  either  preceding  year. 

A  greater  number  of  houses  have  been  built.  Schools  have  been  more 
generally  visited  and  cared  for  by  directors.  The  county  and  local  insti- 
tutes have  been  more  largely  attended.  Teachers,  by  being  better  pre- 
pared, have  labored  more  efficiently,  and  have  been  more  diligent  in  keep- 
ing their  rooms  properly  clean sed«  and  in  having  the  brai>cbes  required  by 
law  taught  in  their  schools,  when  books  could  not  be  procured  teaching  by 
oral  lessons  ;  and  pupils  hav-e  manifested  a  greater  interest  by  securing  a 
great  amount  of  apparatus  by  their  own  contributions,  where  directors  re- 
fused to  supply  the  schools,  and  by  increasing  the  per  cent,  of  attendance 
in  the  county. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY.  47 

Houses. — Thirteen  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  ;  one  in  Bec- 
caria,  one  in  Bell,  two  in  Burnside,  one  in  Decatur,  two  in  Guelich,  one  in 
Houtzdale,  one  in  Lawrence,  two  in  Norris  and  two  in  Union.  All  are 
good  houses  except  the  one  in  Bell  and  one  in  Union,  which  are  very  in- 
ferior for  new  buildings.  .  The  house  in  Decatur  stands  among  the  best  put 
up  during  the  year,  and  only  lacks  completeness  in  not  having  a  neat  por- 
tico in  front.  The  house  in  Houtzdale  is  a  large  two-story  building,  plea- 
santly located  and  arranged  for  a  graded  school  of  three  departments,  it  is 
seated  with  the  patent  furniture,  and  although  it  needs  improvements  to 
perfect  it,  and  is  without  any  apparatus,  yet  it  does  much  credit  to  the 
citizens  as  it  contains  the  first  established  school  of  their  borough.  The 
other  houses  are  all  fine  buildings,  pleasantly  located,  amply  large,  properly 
seated,  well  ventilated  and  contain  sufficient  blackboard  surface.  The 
house  in  Madera  was  remodeled. 

Schools. — Seventeen  new  schools  have  been  established  during  the  year. 
Those  of  New  Washington,  Glen  Hope  and  Houtzdale  were  properly  graded 
and  three  additional  departments  added  to  the  former  number  of  the  Clear- 
field borough  schools.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  keeping  the  houses 
clean.  Twenty-eight  were  scrubbed  once  each  month  and  all  once  at  least 
during  the  term. 

Branches. — It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  report  that  all  the  branches 
required  by  law  have  been  more  generally  taught  than  heretofore.  During 
my  visits  I  found  spelling,  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  taught  to  every 
pupil.  History,  as  a  general  lesson,  in  every  school  but  four.  G-eography 
and  grammar  in  one  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  drawing  in  thirty-two. 
By  the  teachers  adopting  the  general  lesson  system,  young  pupils  have 
been  properly  interested  in  new  studies,  and  hundreds  of  older  pupils  who 
are  about  to  leave  our  schools  hove  received  a  partial  knowledge  of  the 
branches  that  they  had  neglected. 

Apparatus. — Hon.  J.  T.  Leonard  furnished  the  Clearfield  schools  with 
outlinemaps,  geographical,  historical,  writing  and  elocutionary  charts, 
set  of  chemical  apparatus,  geometrical  forms,  numerical  forms,  Webster's 
dictionaries,  call  bells,  thermometers,  umbrella  racks,  chairs  for  visitors,  and 
good  blackboard  surface.  The  pupils  of  the  primary  department  furnished 
clocks  costing  over  forty  dollars  by  their  own  contributions.  Owing  to  the 
panic  very  little  apparatus  has  been  procured  by  school  boards,  yet  the 
pupils  of  eighty-nine  schools  have  secured  articles  of  apparatus  by  their 
own  exertions.  This  shows  that  if  teachers  have  a  will  to  have  their  rooms 
properly  supplied,  there  is  a  way. 

Institutes.. — The  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  borough  of  Clearfield 
during  the  week  commencing  December  28.  It  was  well  attended  by 
teachers,  directors  and  citizens  and  was  superior  to  any  other  held,  both  in 
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attendance  and  interest.  The  teachers  came  well  prepared  on  the  parts 
assigned  and  had  their  work  neatly  arranged  on  charts,  the  explanation  of 
which  made  the  work  very  interesting.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  state 
that  the  teachers  were  better  prepared  to  discuss  their  subjects,  and  their 
work  was  more  neatly  executed  than  at  any  previous  institute  held  by  me. 
The  exercises  consisted  of  methods  of  instruction  in  the  different  branches. 
.Subjects  of  explanation,  questions  for  consideration,  questions  for  discus- 
sion, essays,  readings  and  lectures.  Lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Thos. 
Porter,  of  Lafayette  College,  Prof.  J.  W.  Shoemaker,  of  Philadelphia, 
Prof.  H.  Collier,  of  Agricultural  College,  Rev.  J.  B.  Young,  Rev.  W.  H. 
Dill,  Rev.  H.  S.  Butler  and  others  from  our  own  county.  The  institute 
was  visited  by  Prof.  George  P.  Beard,  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  State 
Normal  school.  A  great  interest  was  manifested  in  our  work  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Clearfield  and  Curwensville,  who  secured  special  trains  and  made 
other  arrangements  to  make  our  work  pleasant,  for  which  we  ask  them  to 
accept  our  thanks. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  winter  district  institutes  were  held  in  many 
localities,  resulting  in  much  good.  After  the  meeting  of  the  County  Insti- 
tute the  local  institute  system  was  adopted,  and  two  very  successful  meet- 
ings held,  one  in  the  borough  of  New  Washington  and  one  in  the  borough 
■of  Osceola,  both  were  largely  attended. 

Official  Work. — During  the  year  I  held  twenty-four  public  examinations. 
Examined  242  applicants.  Granted  223  provisional  certificates,  10  profes- 
sional, and  rejected  9.  Made  250  visits  to  schools,  visiting  each  school  in 
the  county  once,  and  those  of  nine  districts  the  second  time.  Held  One 
County  Institute  and  attended  eight  meetings  of  district  institutes.  Held 
a  County  Normal  school  for  a  term  of  twelve  weeks,  with  an  attendance  of 
112  students.  Traveled  1,931  miles  while  visiting  schools.  Wrote  323 
official  letters.  Forwarded  to  School  Department  twelve  monthly,  one 
written  and  one  statistical  reports.  Copied  and  forwarded  the  annual  re- 
port of  each  school  district  in  the  county.  Annulled  one  certificate.  At 
the  time  the  schools  of  our  county  opened,  I  sent  blank  reports  to  each 
teacher' to  be  filled  out  and  sent  to  my  address  at  the  close  of  each  month. 
I  also  sent  a  small  circular  stating  the  improvements  we  should  make 
during  the  year.  When  visiting  the  schools  I  gave  each  teacher  a  report- 
ing card  showing  the  condition  of  his  school.  This  reporting  system  has 
resulted  in  much  good  in  our  county,  as  it  has  brought  the  necessary  wants 
prominently  before  the  teacher.  We  have  adopted  a  regular  System  and 
eourse  of  study.  Our  county  is  well  suited  for  a  graded  course  of  study 
in  all  schools,  as  we  have  uniformity  in  text-books. 

Suggestions. — The  purport  of  the  common  school  system  is  that  every 
pupil  attending  the  schools  shall  receive  a  knowledge  of  spelling,  reading, 
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•writing,  arithmetic,  geography,  grammar  and  history,  and  yet  hundreds  of 
.pupils  have  left  our  schools  at  the  age  of  eighteen  or  twenty,  who  have 
never  recited  a  single  lesson  in  geography,  grammar  or  in  history,  hence 
tthey  have  not  received  the  benefit  the  law  provides  for  them.  This  can 
only  be  remedied  by  teachers  requiring  all  pupils  to  study  all  the  branches 
when  they  are  not  far  enough  advanced  to  use  text-books  to  teach  them 
by  oral  lessons.  I  have  visited  schools  during  the  past  term  where  200 
questions  in  history  and  100  in  grammar  and  geography  were  mastered  by 
all  the  pupils.  Many  parents  consider  the  study  of  grammar  of  no  impor- 
tance and  pupils  view  it  as  a  very  difficult  study.  By  making  the  lesson 
plain  and  easy  through  this  system  all  this  trouble  is  obviated,  and  the 
pupil  receives  a  taste  for  the  study.  There  certainly  can  be  no  advantage 
in  having  pupils  pass  almost  through  the  arithmetic  to  be  prepared  to  take 
up  grammar.  The  nature  of  a  child  is  to  constantly  change,  and  should 
be  master  but  twenty  questions  in  geography,  grammar,  writing,  arithmetic 
and  history j  with  his  reading  and  spelling,  he  would  be  properly  started  in 
<each  branch,  and  changing  from  one  to  the  other  would  be  recreation  for 
the  pupil,  and  by  the  lessons  being  short  make  them  pleasant.  Many^pu- 
pils  are  injured  by  being  overworked  on  one  branch. 

2.  It"  is  often  asked  by  directors  :  What  good  can  they  do  by  visiting 
schools  ?  Many  directors  labor  hard  to  have  good  school  houses  ;  to  have 
their  districts  out  of  debt ;  to  be  prompt  in  the  paying  of  teachers,  and  to 
have  their  schools  well  supplied  with  fuel  and  apparatus,  and  yet  see  no 
merit  in  visiting  schools.  Now  whatever  other  work  directors  may  do  it 
is  all  to  this  end,  that  pupils  of  the  district  may  receive  a  knowledge  of  the 
common  school  studies,  aud  yet  with  a"  +v>eiV  oth^r  work  urdess  they  visit 
and  see  that  the  teachers  teach  these  branches  in  many  cases  it  wdl  not  be 
done,  and  a  great  amount  of  tax  will  be  paid  and  but  little  benefit  received 
for  it.  It  certainly  would  pay  each  school  board  to  elect  one  of  their  num- 
ber to  visit  each  school  not  less  than  once  each  month.  Citizens  and  direc- 
tors know  how  much  the  subject  of  writing  is  neglected  in  many  of  our 
schools,  the  teacher  often  not  examining  the  copy-books  for  an  entire  month, 
and  perhaps  hearing  a  different  lesson  while  the  pupils  are  writing.  Pupils 
are  often  furnished  with  very  poor  material  for  conducting  their  work  ; 
other  subjects  are  as  badly  neglected  in  many  schools.  The  entire  first 
month  in  many  schools  is  a  failure.  These  troubles  can  only  be  obviated 
by  a  closer  supervision  on  the  part  of  directors.  In  conclusion,  I  extend 
my  thanks  to  the  many  directors  and  citizens  who  have  manifested  an  in- 
terest in  our  work,  and  to  the  several  editors  for  the  many  notices  published. 


4  School  Rep. 
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CLINTON   COUNTY— Martin  W.  Hei:::. 

"While  the  past  year  has  not  been  marked  by  any  great  manifestation  of 
enthusiasm  in  favor  of  the  public  school  cause  in  our  county,  yet  we  believe 
that  a  steady  advancement  has  been  made — more  noticeable,  perhaps,  in 
districts  -which  have  heretofore  presented  the  most  discouraging  indications 
of  apathy  or  indifference  in  regard  to  educational  matters.  This  advance- 
ment is  evidenced  by  the  increased  demand  for  well  qualified  teachers,  by 
the  erection  of  better  school  houses — supplied  with  better  and  more  com- 
fortable furniture,  by  the  greatly  augmented  number  of  school  visits  by 
directors  and  patrons  ;  also  by  the  larger  attendance  of  citizens  at  the 
public  examinations.,  County  Institute  and  other  educational  meetings  held 
throughout  the  county. 

Districts. — The  county  is  divided  into  twenty-four  school  districts.  Two 
"independent  districts''  were  formed  during  the  yea.v  —  "Jones,"  and 
"  Woodward,  Colebrook  and  Gallauher."  The  former  embraces  a  small  part 
of  Burnsides  township,  Centre  county,  and  parts  of  Beech  Creek  and  Keat- 
ing townships,  Clinton  county.  The  latter  is  wholly  included  within  the 
limits  of  this  county,  comprising  portions  of  Woodward,  Colebrook  and 
Gallauher  townships.  These  districts  are  poor  and  have  not  sufficient  means 
at  their  command  to  finish  and  furnish,  in  a  suitable  manner,  the  houses 
which  they  have  erected. 

Schools. — The  number  of  schools,  as  shown  by  statistical  report,  is  one 
hundred  and  nineteen — an  increase  of  two  over  last  year.  At  Charlton, 
Pine  Creek  township,  a  graded  school  was  established  during  the  year,  al- 
though not  without  considerable  opposition  from  citizens  of  the  district, 
many  of  whom  were  patrons  of  the  school.  It  is  our  impression  that  if 
the  advantages  of  graded  schools,  over  the  mixed  or  ungraded,  were  better 
understood,  little  or  no  opposition  would  be  offered  to  their  establishment 
wherever  practicable.  The  erroneous  idea,  however,  which  obtains  in  most 
parts  of  our  county,  that  "cheap  teachers  "  should  be  employed  to  teach 
the  primary  grades,  tends  to  diminish  the  efficiency  of  the  graded  system. 
The  true  plan  of  putting  well  qualified  teachers  in  the  lower  departments 
of  our  schools  and  compensating  them  equally  with  those  engaged  in  the 
higher  departments,  is  advocated  by  a  few  of  our  more  progressive  and 
intelligent  directors ;  but  as  they  are  yet  greatly  in  the  minority,  a  reform 
in  this  direction  will  not  likely  take  place  for  "  some  time  to  come." 

Houses.— Five  new  houses  were  built  this  year,  distributed  as  follows : 
One  in  Lamar,  one  in  Wayne,  one  in  Gallauher,  and  one  in  each  of  the 
new  independent  districts.     Those  in  Lamar  and  Wayne  are  fine,  commo- 
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dious  frame  buildings,  pleasantly  located,  substantially  constructed,  and 
reasonably  well  lighted.  The  former  is  supplied  with  the  very  best  quality 
of  iron  frame  furniture — the  latter  with  the  old-fashioned  wooden  furniture. 
The  other  houses  are  of  an  inferior  grade,  but  will  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  built  until  an  improvement  in  the  financial  condition  of 
the  districts  shall  justify  the  erection  of  more  suitable  buildings. 

Institutes. — The  County  Institute  convened  at  Lock  Haven,  Tuesday, 
January  5,  1875,  and  adjourned  Friday,  January  8.  The  sessions  were 
well  attended  by  teachers  and  citizens.  Our  instructor's  and  lecturers  were 
Superintendent  Gahan,  of  Lycoming  county  ;  Superintendent  Magee,  of 
Centre ;  Prof.  Collier,  of  the  State  College  ;  Prof.  Raub,  City  Superintend- 
ent, Lock  Haven,  and  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  of  the  School  Department.  The 
instruction  given  was  of  the  most  practical  character — exactly  suited  to 
the  wants  of  those  for  whose  benefit  these  annual  conventions  are  especially 
held.  A  short  time  after  the  adjournment  of  the  County  Institute  we  held 
"Local  Institutes"  at  Salona,  Beech  Creek,  Logansville  and  Charlton. 
These  meetings  were  better  attended  and  more  successful  in  other  respects 
than  we  had  previously  supposed  they  would  be.  Taking  the  place  of  that 
old-time  educational  agency— the  district  institute — (which,  with  us,  are 
obsolescent  except  in  the  borough  of  Renovo, )  they  do  much  towards  dissi- 
pating the  apathy  which  prevails  in  regard  to  educational  affairs — towards 
enlisting  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  increasing  educational  facilities — to- 
wards securing  the  co-operation  of  parents,  directors  and  teachers,  and 
towards  the  infusion  of  new  life  into  the  schools. 

Examinations. — We  held,  as  last  year,  ten  public  examinations,  at  which 
eighty  applicants  were  examined.  Of  these  seventy-two  received  provi- 
sional certificates,  two  professional,  and  six  were  rejected.  The  certificates 
issued  were  a  little  lower  in  grade  than  those  issued  last  year,  which  was 
owing  to  the  standard  being  somewhat  higher.  After  the  public  examina- 
tions had  passed  a  few  teachers  were  examined  privately.  During  the  past 
three  years  private  examinations  have  been  a  source  of  continual  annoy- 
ance ;  and  as  they  are  usually  held  to  accommodate  a  class  of  poorly  quali- 
fied teachers,  who  shirk,  if  possible,  public  examinations — dreading  to 
publicly  expose  their  ignorance,  we  have  concluded  to  dispense  with  them 
entirely  in  the  future. 

Visitations. — Two  hundred  and  four  school  visits  were  made.  The  aver- 
age time  of  each  visit  was  two  hours  and  three-tenths.  All  the  schools  in 
the  county  except  four,  which  were  not  in  session  when  we  were  in  the 
district,  were  visited  once  ;  seventy-eight  were  visited  twice,  and  a  few  a 
third  time.  Traveled,  while  attending  to  my  official  duties,  2,03  L  miles, 
wrote  180  letters,  and  attended  five  educational  meetings. 
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At  the  close  of  this  my  first  official  term,  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  School 
Department,  for  advice  given ;  to  the  editors  of  our  county  papers,  for 
many  favors  conferred,  and  to  teachers,  directors  and  citizens,  for  their 
uniform  kindness  and  hospitality. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— Wm.  II.  Snyder. 

It  being-  the  desire  of  the  School  Department  to  make  this  report  brief 
as  possible,  I  shall,  therefore,  only  take  a  synopsis  of  the  most  important 
features. 

The  gain  per  centum  this  year  in  the  common  branches  is  not  so  large  as 
it  was  last,  it  being  eleven  per  centum  in  geography,  nine  per  centum  in 
grammar,  two  per  centum  in  history,  eight  per  centum  in  mental  arithmetic, 
and  seven  per  centum  in  written  arithmetic.  These  branches  having  been 
too  much  neglected,  we  have,  within  the  last  two  years,  with  the  aid  of  the 
live  teachers,  succeeded  in  increasing  them  with  capable  pupils,  twenty-six 
per  centum  in  geography,  twenty  per  centum  in  grammar,  five  per  centum 
in  history,  twenty-two  per  centum  in  mental  arithmetic,  and  nineteen  per 
centum  in  written  arithmetic.  We  hope  the  teachers  will  assist  to  incul- 
cate the  proper  spirit  for  the  lacking  study  of  geography,  having  spoken 
about  it  in  our  last  report,  we  find  it  still  in  the  rear — in  the  drag. 

Houses. — Seven  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year — one  in  Blooms- 
burg,  one  in  Catawissa,  two  in  Locust,  one  in  Main,  and  two  in  Mifflin. 
The  one  in  Bloomsburg  is  a  two-story  brick,  50x60  feet  in  the  clear,  with 
wings  8x12  feet,  and  a  front  projection  8x24  feet.  It  has  four  school  rooms 
25x30  feet,  four  recitation  rooms  10x20  feet,  and  a  room  for' directors'  meet- 
ings, library,  &c.  It  is  a  first-class  building,  well  furnished  with  patent 
furniture,  and  warmed  with  heaters  in  the  basement.  Whole  cost,  $18,000. 
Such  a  building  not  only  reflects  much  credit  upon  the  directors  who  had 
it  in  charge,  but  is  an  ornament  to  the  town. 

We  hope  the  next  step  the  directors  of  Bloomsburg  will  take  in  the  right 
direction,  will  be  on  Welch  Hill.  Bloomsburg  has  now  two  of  the  best 
school  buildings  in  the  county — Berwick  second,  and  Greenwood  third. 
The  one  in  Catawissa  and  the  two  in  Locust  are  ordinary  frame  buildings, 
high  ceiling,  well  ventilated,  ample  blackboard  surface,  and  furnished  with 
inferior  furniture.  The  two  in  Mifflin  and  the  one  in  Main  are  good  frame 
buildings,  possessing  all  requisites,  and  well  furnished  with  patent  furni- 
ture. Directors  stand  in  their  own  light  in  erecting  second  class  buildings ; 
ere  long  they  will  not  be  acceptable  as  third  class.  The  contrast  is  too 
great  in  some  parts  of  this  county,  to  behold  the  beautiful  mansions,  large 
barns,  and  poor  dilapidated  school  buildings  stuck  into  some  large  fence 
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corner  or  barren  hill.  This  ought  not  to  be.  Our  dear  children,  for  whom 
life  itself  would  be  sacrificed,  should  be  provided  for  intellectual  culture 
before  gratifying  our  own  pleasure. 

Out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  houses  reported  in  the  "  statistical  re- 
port," one  hundred  and  thirty  are  frame,  nineteen  brick,  and  two  stone. 
Forty-six  frame  and  five  brick  are  unfit  for  use  ;  forty-eight  frame,  six  brick 
and  one  stone  are  badly  ventilated  ;  fifteen  frame  and  four  brick,  first-class  ; 
sixty-nine  frame,  ten  brick  and  two  stone,  second  and  third  class. 

Apparatus. — Apparatus  was  increased  during  the  year  in  the  following 
districts  :  Catawissa,  Centralia,  Centre,  Fishing  Creek,  Montour  and  Scott. 

Text-Books. — The  irregularity  of  text-books  in  seventy-one  schools  is  a 
serious  hindrance  to  the  satisfactory  classification  and  advancement  of  them. 
In  some  districts  this  irregularity  exists  to  a  great  extent ;  in  others  very 
little.  Yet  they  cannot  be  reported  to  have  a  uniform  series  of  books.  We 
endeavored  to  secure  county  uniformity,  which  we  found,  under  certain 
circumstances,  impossible  ;  then  desired  district,  which  we  are  sorry  to 
state,  grew  worse  instead  of  better.  We  call  particular  attention  of  the 
directors  to  the  School  Law,  on  page  57,  in  regard  to  uniformity  of  text- 
books, and  hope  it  will  be  obeyed. 

Teachers. — We  had  186  employed  during  the  year — 109  males,  and  77 
females.  Nineteen  had  no  experience  ;  94  taught  more  than  five  years. 
Eleven  Normal  graduates,  four  permanent,  eighteen  professional,  and  153 
provisional.  Seventy-nine  did  very  well,  sixty-three  well,  and  forty-four, 
if  not  all  failures,  were  nearly  so — some  belonging  to  each  class. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  claim  to  have  read  books  on  theory  and 
practice  of  teaching.  The  average  ages  and  wages  are  about  the  same  as 
last  year. 

Pupils. — The  whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  public  schools  dur- 
ing the  year,  is  8,972.  Males,  4,877  ;  females,  4,095.  The  average  per 
centage  of  attendance  is  70,  which  is  two  per  cent,  less  than  last  year. 

District  Reports. — Reports  this  year  look  better  and  are  more  accurately 
filled  out  than  formerly,  but  much  slower  in  being  forwarded.  We  hope 
next  year  the  procrastinating  districts  will  be  more  punctual  to  forward 
them  immediately  after  the  auditor's  settlement. 

Cleanness. — Ninety-nine  school  rooms  were  cleanly  kept,  fifty-three  mid- 
dling, and  twenty-seven  dirty. 

Educational  Work. — I  held  twenty-five  public  and  forty-three  private  ex- 
aminations; traveled  1,277  miles;  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  but 
one,  (which  was  closed  on  account  of  sickness  when  I  was  in  the  district,) 
some  twice  and  some  thrice  ;  wrote  232  official  letters  ;  received,  examined 
and  forwarded  twenty-five  district  reports,  beside  other  work  unnecessary 
to  mention. 
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County  Institute. — This  meeting  was  held  at  Bloomsburg,  imDecember, 
and  was  in  session  five  days.  It  was  well  attended — the  room  in  which 
the  daily  exercises  were  held  was  not  large  enough  for  all  to  be  com- 
fortably seated.  Through  the  kindness  of  Prof.  Griswold,  we  were  per- 
mitted to  use  the  Normal  building  for  evening  lectures.  If  all  the  dis- 
tricts would  allow  their  teachers  institute  time  it  would  be  far  better  at- 
tended and  the  schools  well  rewarded  from  the  gathered  fruits  of  these 
labors.  The  principal  instructors  and  lecturers  present  were  Prof.  Curry, 
Deputy  State  Superintendent ;  Profs.  Griswold  and  Walker,  of  Bloomsburg, 
and  Rev.  J.  II.  Harris,  of  Factoryville,  Pa.  W.  A.  Campbell,  Superin- 
tendent of  Luzerne,  remained  with  us  a  short  time. 

Moral  Instruction. — The  Bible  was  read  in  one  hundred  and  ten  schools, 
and  many  were  opened  with  prayer. 

The  Press. — Our  thanks  are  tendered  to  some  of  the  editors  of  the  county 
papers  for  the  interest  they  have  manifested  in  the  cause  of  popular  educa- 
tion, and  all  others  who  feel  an  interest  in  its  behalf. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— J.  C.  Graham. 

Education  kas  been  marked  by  some  progress  in  this  county  during  the 
year  past.  Perhaps  no  year  has  been  more  successful.  It  has  been  the 
main  purpose  to  mature  the  recommendations  heretofore  submitted.  Not 
only  could  the  strong  points  of  success  mentioned  last  year,  on  the  part  of 
teachers,  directors,  patrons  and  pupils  be  recounted,  but  in  addition  there 
has  been  less  discouragement  among  teachers.  They  have  been  better  sus- 
tained and  more  successful.  Directors  have  shown  an  interest  and  in  some 
cases  a  zeal  never  before  exhibited.  Pupils  have  liked  their  schools  better, 
have  shown  a  better  percentage  of  attendance.  School  property  has  been 
so  generally  cared  for  and  appreciated  as  to  attract  public  notice.  Nine 
first  class  school  houses  have  been  built  and  three  of  them  furnished  with 
patent  furniture.  Magnetic  globes  were  furnished  in  six  townships. 
School  grounds  and  surroundings  have  been  improved  and  decorated.  A 
number  in  the  country  have  been  improved  like  those  in  our  towns.  Con- 
neautville  fitted  its  ample  grounds  the  most  suitably  of  any  during  the 
year. 

The  principle  of  grading  teachers'  salaries  according  to  their  certificate, 
success  and  standing  has  increased.  Some  districts  have  adopted  it  for 
the  first  time  and  are  highly  gratified  with  the  results.  When  teachers 
are  thus  selected  from  merit  and  assigned  special  schools  according  to 
their  adaptation  and  experience,  better  fruits  are  always  gathered.     Pains- 
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taking  in  this  cannot  be  too  forcibly  impressed.  Quite  frequently  begin- 
ners are  paid  a  trifle  less  than  those  of  experience,  the  restriction  serving 
to  make  them  more  responsible,  and  also  to  try  harder. 

"We  have  in  this  county  a  good  many  able  and  very  worthy  teachers, 
men  and  women  of  noble  characters,  who  are  as  devoted  as  any  in  the 
world.  Such  teachers  are  yearly  sought  for  and  their  wages  generally 
advanced.  Teachers,  as  a  rule,  are  continued  longer  in  the  same  school. 
This  is  true  more  particularly  where  the  annual  term  has  not  been  divided. 
For  two  years  the  one-term  principle  has  been  recommended,  and  I  am  now 
able  to  report  that  it  is  gaining  favor.  Our  boroughs  have  tried  it  for  some 
time  and  could  not  be  induced  to  change.  Quite  a  number  of  sub-districts 
have  made  the  experiment.  Such  schools  have  been  better,  and  prepara- 
tions have  already  been  made  to  make  it  universal  in  four  or  five  townships. 
Could  this  system  be  adopted  in  the  county,  our  school  term  would  not  be 
divided  by  the  change  of  the  school  year  in  June.  A  law  requiring  at 
least  two  months'  vacation  of  public  school  in  the  summer  I  would  con- 
sider a  salutary  measure 

As  our  county  increases  in  wealth  and  school  facilities,  there  is  a  ten- 
dency to  increase  the  term  of  school.  This  year  the  average  in  this  county 
was  six  months,  and  six  districts  had  seven  months.  This  is  an  encour- 
aging feature,  and  I  earnestly  hope  our  school  officials  will  not  fail  to  ap- 
propriate the  public  resources  as  fast  as  possible  for  so  munificent  a  pur- 
pose. 

We  have  now  376  schools,  an  increase  of  seven.  There  are  13  needed. 
The  increase  of  scholars  and  schools  is  most  marked  in  our  boroughs.  A 
number  needs  more  grades.  I  am  confident  these  will  be  supplied  as  soon 
as  our  directors  can  see  their  way  clearly  in  providing  appropriate  and 
substantial  buildings.  These  schools  are  assuming  a  higher  rank  than 
formerly.  They  require  better  teachers  and  a  more  advanced  course  of 
instruction.  They  cast  a  surrounding  influence  for  thorough  education  in 
their  respective  sections.  Many  good  teachers  have  received  their  educa- 
tion at  these  schools.  They  seem,  as  it  were,  to  occupy  a  connecting  link 
between  what  might  be  called  our  common  schools  and  the  high  schools  of 
our  cities,  or  the  Normal  schools  of  the  State.  The  teachers  of  these 
schools  advance  our  cause  materially  by  their  work  at  the  district  and 
County  Institutes.  The  principal  ones  who  did  special  work  at  our  last 
County  Institute  were  :  Amos  Wheeler,  Riceville  ;  Chas.  F.  Chamberlain, 
Hydetown ;  P.  F.  Hallock,  Cochranton  ;  J.  T.  Morton,  Conneautville ; 
James  F.  Burwell,  Espyville  ;  Misses  A.  P.  Barry,  Conneautville ;  Lizzie 
M'Entire,  Evansburg,  and  Jennie  Reisinger,  Meadville.  WTienever  our 
teachers  have  thus  developed  special  talent  in  any  direction,  it  has  been 
my  pleasure  to  have  the  public  benefited  as  much  as  possible  by  their  ex- 
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ample.  This  gives  us  a  strong  local  element.  The  example  set  is  not  be- 
yond our  reach.  Our  institutes  do  not  seem  to  be  misapplied  or  overdrawn 
as  is  too  often  the  case  when  high  priced  instructors  from  abroad  are  em- 
ployed, who  are  often  unacquainted  with  our  wants  and  circumstances. 
The  time  of  holding  the  County  Institute  was  changed  from  October  to  the- 
middle  of  August.  This  gave  us  good  roads  and  weather  at  a  time  when 
teachers  are  unemployed.  They  have  not  yet  gone  away  to  school  for  the 
year  at  Edinboro'  and  other  places ;  neither  have  our  graded  and  select 
schools  yet  commenced.  The  time  thus  proved  appropriate  for  a  mutual 
agreement  in  plans  and  methods  for  the  year's  work. 

We  met  at  Conneautville,  August  17th,  organized  by  electing  Hon. 
Frank  Mantor,  of  that  place,  vice-president,  and  Jas.  D.  Roberts,  Calvin's 
Corners,  secretary.  The  instructors  were  Deputy  Superintendent  Curry, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  ;  Prof.  Jones,  Erie,  Pa. ;  Prof.  Schuyler,  Berea,  Ohio,  and 
Miss  Rose  A.  M'Cleary,  elocutionist,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  The  lecturers  were 
Rev.  Steen,  Conneautville;  Superintendent  Curry,  Rev.  Herr,  Pittsburg,. 
Pa.,  and  Prof.  Schuyler.  A  directors'  meeting  was  also  held  at  the  Insti- 
tute. This  was  the  largest  institute  I  have  held.  It  was  a  very  pleasant 
and  enthusiastic  one,  was  highly  appreciated  by  the  people  and  teachers,, 
and  gave  the  most  general  satisfaction.  Many  expressions  have  I  heard 
in  its  praise  from  time  to  time  in  my  travels  throughout  the  county.  Not- 
withstanding about  one-fourth  of  the  town  had  been  burned  to  the  ground 
in  May  previous,  still  the  hospitality  and  welcome  of  the  people  were  un- 
bounded ;  they  opened  their  doors  cheerfully  to  all  the  lady  teachers  (161) 
and  a  number  of  gentlemen.  So  genuine  and  unaffected  was  their  kind- 
ness, that  the  teachers  were  really  at  home  for  the  time,  and  seemed  to  be 
members  of  the  respective  families  where  they  stopped. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  in.  my  official  duties  to  have  the  privilege  of  thus 
extending  this  brief  encomium  to  the  good  people  of  Conneautville  in  be- 
half of  our  teachers  and  the  institute.  Since  the  superintendency  was 
established,  two  series  of  examinations  have  been  customary  in  this  county 
each  year — early  in  the  spring  and  late  in  the  fall.  They  always  came  in 
bad  weather,  when  the  days  were  short.  This  was  objectionable  with 
written  examinations  and  large  classes.  A  large  number  of  teachers  were 
examined  twice  a  year.  It  gave  unnecessary  work  in  a  county  where  there 
is  already  too  much  for  one  to  do  well.  Besides,  the  number  of  teachers 
is  increasing ;  there  are  now  about  800,  more  than  twice  as  many  as  there 
are  schools.  For  these  reasons  and  the  growing  favor  of  one-term  of  school- 
an  annual  series  was  adopted  ;  it  was  held  the  latter  part  of  the  summer, 
and  is  found  to  work  better.  Teachers  are  not  licensed  for  less  than  a  year-, 
no  third  class  certificate  granted,  and  but  few  new  certificates  given  at 
irregular  times. 
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Some  of  the  schools  in  five  townships  were  not  visited  during  the  year ; 
332  visits  were  made,  averaging  54  minutes  ;  was  accompanied  by  69  direc- 
tors. I  am  far  from  considering  these  visits  fruitless,  as  some  do.  The 
want  of  time,  it  is  true,  is  an  objection  as  well  as  the  want  of  a  uniform 
course  of  study  in  schools  visited.  Judging  from  our  present  condition,  I 
find  the  following  obstacles :  First,  too  large  a  territory.  Second,  want 
of  a  uniform  course  of  study.  Third,  a  tendency,  I  fear,  to  contract  teach- 
ers' wages.  Fourth,  many  good  men  refusing  to  serve  as  directors.  Fifth, 
not  enough  local  supervision  and  system.  Sixth,  neglect  in  adopting  and 
enforcing  uniformity  of  text-books      Seventh,  want  of  closer  classification. 

On  the  other  hand  are  the  following  encouragements :  First,  an  increased 
public  co-operation.  Second,  an  increase  of  school  term.  Third,  the  board- 
ing of  teachers.  Fourth,  adoption  of  the  one  term  system.  Fifth,  manner 
of  hiring  teachers  by  gradation.  Sixth,  better  executive  ability  and  system 
in  managing  schools.  Seventh,  increased  percentage  of  attendance.  Eighth, 
increased  attention  paid  to  school  property.  Ninth,  increased  professional 
spirit  shown  by  a  larger  number  who  attend  Normal  and  other  high  schools. 
Tenth,  the  large  attendance  and  aid  given  by  our  teachers  in  making  the 
County  Institutes  popular  and  successful.  Eleventh,  the  support  mani- 
fested by  the  county  press,  clergy  and  other  professions.  By  no  means 
are  our  wants  so  great  as  to  be  discouraging,  or  our  progress  so  perfect  as 
desirable,  but  in  the  main  our  condition  is  a  healthy  one,  and  will,  I  trust, 
compare  favorably  with  other  sections  of  the  State. 

In  closing  this  term's  service,  my  sincere  thanks  are  tendered  to  direc- 
tors, teachers,  citizens  and  the  press  of  this  county,  for  their  uniform  aid 
and  kindness  in  behalf  of  public  instruction,  also  to  the  School  Department 
for  their  prompt  aid,  counsel  and  encouragement. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— D.  E.  Kast. 

The  year  that  has  just  closed  discovers  no  striking  advance  in  the  edu- 
cational field  ;  nevertheless,  a  careful  review  of  the  work  done  justifies  the 
assertion  that  we  have  been  progressing. 

In  reference  to  improving  school  grounds  but  little  has  been  done,  and 
what  was  said  in  last  year's  report,  in  reference  to  this  subject,  might  very 
properly  be  here  repeated.  The  attention  of  directors  and  citizens  is  called 
to  the  importance  of  enclosing  and  improving  school  grounds.  What  dis- 
trict will  be  first  to  enclose  and  suitably  improve  all  its  school  property  ? 

Six  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  one  in  Frankford,  one  in 
Mifflin,  one  in  Mt.  Holly,  one  in  Monroe,  one  in  Newbury,  and  one  in 
Silver  Spring.  Several  of  these  houses  are  too  small.  Too  great  care  can- 
not be  exercised  in  building,  that  the  house  be  sufficiently  large  to  afford 
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the  necessary  room  for  seating,  passing-  to  and  fro,  and  for  classes  in  reci- 
tation. No  school  house  should  be  less  than  twenty-eight  feet  in  width 
inside  the  walls,  and  of  proper  length  and  height  to  harmonize  in  propor- 
tion. This  will  be  evident  by  reference  to  the  figures.  Four  desks,  each 
42  inches,  require  14  feet ;  four  aisles,  21  inches  each,  require  7  feet.  This 
will  leave  7  feet  for  the  main  passage,  which  will  be  found  quite  narrow 
enough  when  a  stove  is  placed  in  it,  as  is  the  case  in  the  arrangement  of 
most  school  rooms.     One  district  increased  its  apparatus  during  the  year. 

The  era  of  home-made  school  furniture  has  gone  by  in  this  county;  almost 
every  new  house  built  or  old  one  remodeled  is  furnished  with  "patent" 
furniture.  The  fact  that  it  is  "  patent"  should  not,  however,  entitle  it  to 
any  stronger  claim  to  consideration  than  is  accorded  to  that  not  patented. 
Let  the  following  tests  be  applied  in  the  order  given,  which  is  believed  to 
be  according  to  their  importance  :  Adaptedness  to  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  the  pupil ;  durability,  appearance  and  cost.  1  have  placed  last 
that  which  is  too  often  considered  first,  and  to  which  all  the  others  are  fre- 
quently sacrificed.  No  furniture  that  causes  pupils  to  sit  in  an  unnatural, 
consequently  in  an  uncomfortable  position,  should  be  tolerated  in  a  school 
room  at  any  price. 

Carlisle  has  never  availed  itself  of  the  advantages  of  the  superintendency, 
either  county  or  borough.  In  1854,  when  the  law  creating  the  superin- 
tendenc}7  was  enacted,  Carlisle  was  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  said 
law  by  special  enactment,  and  it  has  so  remained  to  the  present.  It  is  not 
my  purpose  to  prescribe  a  course  for  our  neighbors,  but  I  feel  assured  that 
were  they  to  try  an  efficient  borough  superintendent  for  a  year  or  two, 
their  only  regret  would  be  that  they  remained  outsiders  so  long. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  visits,  averaging  over  two  hours  in  length 
each,  were  paid  the  various  schools.  Each  school,  including  those  of  Car- 
lisle, was  visited  once,  and  a  number  a  second  time.  The  condition  of  the 
houses  generally,  in  reference  to  cleanliness,  was  commendable,  yet  in 
several  instances  the  negligence  of  the  teacher  in  this  particular  merited 
and  also  received  a  more  direct  recognition  than  Paul's  "  I  praise  you  not." 
Many  of  the  rooms  presented  a  very  attractive  appearance,  the  walls  being 
decorated  with  pictures,  wreaths  and  mottoes,  tastefully  arranged. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  Carlisle  during  the  first  week  of  No- 
vember. The  instructors  and  lecturers  were  Profs.  G.  P.  Beard,  J.  H. 
Shumaker,  C.  BE.  Verrill,  J.  W.  Shoemaker,  C.  M.  Carter,  G.  L.  Maris, 
Miss  M.  E.  Bradley  and  Miss  M.  L.  Sanford.  Papers  on  subjects  previously 
assigned  were  read  by  a  number  of  our  own  teachers;  some  of  which 
elicited  considerable  discussion.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was  good, 
being  222  out  of  228,  the  number  of  schools  in  session.  Fifty -two  direc- 
tors were  present. 
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Directors  and  patrons  not  un  frequently  speak  of  inefficient  teachers;  poor 
schools;  want  of  progress  by  pupils.  So  long  as- salaries  are  paid  irrespec- 
tive of  the  work  done,  this  state  of  things  will  exist.  The  remedy  is  to  be 
found  in  paying  good  salaries  for  good  teaching,  avoiding  frequent  change 
of  teachers,  and  taking  a  personal  interest  in  the  school  and  school  work. 
Reference  to  the  facts  will  show  the  existing  state  of  the  case,  from  which 
it  will  be  evident  to  any  one  that  the  remedy  I  have  suggested,  if  properly 
applied,  will  reach  the  case. 

There  are  but  five  teachers  in  the  county,  outside  of  the  graded  schools, 
who  received  more  than  five  dollars  above  the  lowest  salary  paid  in  the 
townships  in  which  they  taught,  this  difference  ranging  from  $7  50  to  $10. 
Were  it  advisable  to  do  so,  1  might  name  a  goodly  number  of  teachers  re- 
ceiving equal  salaries,  whose  work,  it  paid  for  according  to  its  value, 
ought  to  command  for  some  double  the  wages  that  others  receive.  In  all 
mechanical  employments  there  are  some  parts  of  the  work  which  do  not 
require  the  same  degree  of  skill  in  the  workman  that  others  do,  and  conse- 
quently may  be  done  by  an  inferior  workman  without  detriment  to  the  work 
as  a  whole.  In  teaching  this  is  not  so,  yet  when  we  come  to  look  at  the 
wages  paid  the  two  classes  of  workmen,  in  the  former  case  we  find  them 
graded  according  to  the  quality  of  their  work,  while  in  teaching  this  is 
rarely  the  case  as  the  instances  cited  show. 

No  argument  is  required  to  show  the  evil  effects  that  follow  frequent 
change  of  teachers,  nevertheless  about  three-fifths  of  our  schools  change 
teachers  every  term.  Were  a  better  teacher  secured  at  each  change  the 
evil  would  not  be  so  great,  but  the  reverse  is  frequently  the  case. 

How  many  patrons  take  a  personal  interest  in  their  schools  ?  This  ques- 
tion might  be  better  put  by  asking,  how  many  visit  them  regularly,  or  even 
at  all  ?  About  twenty  of  our  schools  are  regularly  visited  by  one  or  more 
of  the  patrons.  Let  every  one  awake  to  the  importance  of  his  duty  in  this 
respect,  and  there  will  be  better  teaching  and  less  complaint  of  poor  schools. 

Twenty-two  public  examinations  were  held,  which  were  generally  well 
attended  by  directors  and  patrons.  Fifteen  professional  certificates  were 
granted  during  the  year,  and  248  provisional.  Average  of  provisional  2.07, 
as  against  2.14  last  year. 

One  new  district  was  organized,  the  borough  of  Shiremanstown,  taken 
in  part  from  Hampden  township  and  in  part  from  Lower  Allen.  It  will 
contain  two  schools. 

The  Mountain  Echo,  published  at  Mt.  Holly,  has  an  educational  depart- 
ment under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Goodyear,  the  efficient  teacher  of  the 
high  school  in  that  place. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  return  my  thanks  to  the  press  of  the  county  for 
favors,  to  the  directors  and  teachers  for  their  support  and  co-operation,  and 
to  the  citizens  generally  for  the  uniform  kindness  shown  me. 
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Work  Done. — The  statistical  table  and  monthly  reports  will  show  fully 
the  amount  of  labor  performed  during  the  past  school  year.  Two  hundred 
and  eighty-three  applicants  for  schools  were  examined.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty-three  provisional  certificates  were  issued.  Sixteen  professional  cer- 
tificates were  given  to  those  teachers  who  have  striven  to  improve  them- 
selves, and  have  given  satisfaction  in  the  school  room.  There  are  many 
others  who  have  labored  as  faithfully,  but  who  have  not  had  the  experience, 
nor  do  they  possess  the  qualifications  to  entitle  them  to  such  certificates. 
With  all  the  care  taken,  mistakes  will  sometimes  occur,  for  which  a  county 
superintendent  cannot  be  held  responsible.  Twenty  public  examinations 
were  held,  at  which  were  ninety-five  directors  and  many  citizens.  As 
usual  there  were  applications  from  several  boards  for  a  number  of  special 
examinations.  One  hundred  and  eighty-eight  visits  were  made  to  schools, 
averaging  one  hour  and  three-fourths.  Sixty-four  schools  were  unvisited 
in  the  upper  end — a  bad  cough  for  several  weeks — impassable  roads,  and 
detention  in  Harrisburg  on  account  of  "  Harrisburg  school  board  case  " — 
are  assignable  as  causes  for  this  apparent  neglect  of  duty  which,  however, 
will  not  be  satisfactory  to  some  directors.  Three  hundred  and  eighty-two 
official  letters  were  written ;  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven  miles 
traveled,  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  days  spent  in  official  duty. 

The  average  age  of  teachers  employed  last  winter  was  twenty-six  years. 
In  examining  teachers,  and  in  visiting  schools,  the  past  three  years,  with- 
out neglecting  primary  branches,  the  main  object  was  to  lead  gradually 
forward  to  higher  attainments. 

Improvements. — A  suitable  frame  school  house  was  erected  in  East  Han- 
over. In  Londonderry  a  good  brick  building  which  cost  $840.  In  Lykens 
district  another  very  good  brick  building,  which  cost  $1,330,  with  best 
style  furniture  for  $141.  Mifflin  put  up  another  good  brick  building.  All 
the  school  houses  of  the  district  have  now  been  re-built.  Another  large, 
first-class,  brick  school  house,  two  stories,  was  erected  in  Millersburg, 
which  cost  about  $10,000  without  furniture — building  forty-five  feet  by 
seventy-five — on  each  floor  a  study  room  forty-five  feet  by  forty-two,  and 
two  recitation  rooms  twenty  feet  by  sixteen  ;  paid  for  lot  about  $1,500. 
In  Susquehanna  another  suitable  brick  building  was  put  up.  which  cost 
$1,170  ;  paid  $174  for  the  best  style  of  furniture.  At  Highland,  in  Swatara, 
a  very  good  frame  was  built  and  supplied  with  first  class  furniture  for  $1,- 
250  ;  also,  in  Baldwin,  a  similar  building,  but  larger,  for  $1,360  ;  enabling 
the  directors  to  grade  the  schools.  Since  my  last  report,  the  directors  of 
Uniontown  concluded  to  abandon  their  old  buildings,  and  are  now  erecting 
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a  first  class  two-story  brick  building  which  will  cost  about  $4,400 — the 
furniture  will  cost  about  $400.  In  a  few  years  the  wonder  will  be,  why 
was  this  so  long  delayed  ?  In  Washington  another  substantial  brick 
school  house  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $1,000  ;  paid  for  furniture,  best  style, 
.$137.  In  Wiconisco  the  schools  of  Coal  Dale  were  graded.  An  addition 
to  their  large  school  house  in  Lykens  borough  will  be  built  this  summer, 
which  will  accommodate  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  pupils.  The  direc- 
tors of  Williams  have  secured  another  fine  lot  155  feet  by  113,  and  will 
build  a  suitable  frame  school  house  containing  two  rooms.  Sets  of  outline 
maps  were  put  in  the  schools  of  Halifax  district,  and  clocks  in  each  school 
of  South  Hanover.  Hummelstown  in  the  future  will  constitute  an  inde- 
pendent district,  so  will  the  town  of  Halifax. 

In  looking  back  over  the  county,  what  a  change  for  the  better  a  few 
years  has  brought,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  many  to  every  im- 
provement suggested. 

Improvements  Needed. — Several  school  houses  in  Derry  should  be  improved, 
and  better  furniture  substituted.  Since  the  school  houses  of  Lower  Swatara 
have  been  re-built,  the  directors  should  not  forget  the  wants  of  Highspire  ; 
nothing  was  done  the  past  year.  When  will  the  directors  of  Lower  Paxton 
continue  what  was  well  begun  at  Brown's  school  house  some  years  ago  ? 
A  central  building  in  Linglestown,  with  graded  schools,  is  badly  needed. 
The  schools  of  Port  Eoyal,  in  Londonderry,  to  be  made  effective,  should  be 
graded.  The  citizens  of  Dauphin  failed  by  eight  votes  to  elect  directors  in 
favor  of  improvement  in  that  borough,  where  it  is  so  sadly  needed.  As  a 
great  change  has  taken  place  in  Middletown,  Millersburg,  Lykens  borough, 
and  in  many  other  p!?.ces  in  the  county,  so  the  change  :"  time  must  come 
for  the  borough  of  Dauphin.  The  contest  will  continue  until  iihberality 
must  give  way  to  liberal  and  progressive  views. 

City  and  County  Institutes. — The  principal  instructors  at  the  city  and 
county  institute,  held  again  in  November,  were  Prof.  F.  A.  Allen  and  Prof. 
W.  W.  Woodruff.  Lectures  were  delivered  by  Dr.  T.  L.  Griswold,  Prof. 
Brooks,  Rev.  A.  Clark,  Prof.  Gause,  and  Dr.  Hamilton.  The  following 
committee  on  permanent  certificates  was  duly  elected  :  Messrs.  Foose, 
Bucher,  Bergstresser,  Leffler  and  Miss  Johnson.  In  every  respect  the  in- 
stitute was  a  success.  A  small  pocket  directory  of  the  directors  and 
teachers  of  the  city  and  county,  also  one  of  the  preceding  year,  was  pub- 
lished, which  was  found  tc  be  very  convenient  for  reference. 

Suggestions. — The  items  on  blank  for  annual  statistical  table  might  in  some 
respects  admit  of  revisal.  Should  not  the  law  be  so  amended  as  to  allow 
each  district  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  directors  for  their  attendance  at  the 
triennial  convention  for  the  election  of  county  superintendent  ?  If  this  was 
done,  there  would  then,  no  doubt,  be  a  much  larger  and  fairer  represeata- 
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tion  at  each  convention.     The  successful  candidate  would  not  represent 
but  a  small  fractional  part  of  this  county. 

Conclusion. — May  the  educational  interests  of  the  whole  county  steadily 
advance — the  young1  have  every  facility  and  opportunity  for  improvement, 
and  the  citizens  all  feel  that  it  pays  to  sustain  a  good  system  of  public  in- 
struction. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— James  W.  Bakek. 

In  obedience  to  the  recpuirements  of  the  law,  I  hereby  submit  my  annual 
report  for  the  year  ending  June  7,  1875,  to  you,  for  your  consideration  and 
approval. 

You  will  find,  I  think,  that  it  contains  a  fair  exhibit  of  the  improvements 
that  have  been  made  in  our  school  affairs,  as  well  as  some  evidence  of  our 
desire  to  continue  in  the  same  line  of  progress. 

Houses. — Some  building  has  been  done  this  year.  One  house  has  been 
built  by  Birmingham  ;  one  by  Concord,  and  one  by  South  Chester.  The 
house  of  Birmingham  is  one  story  high,  and  is  built  of  stone ;  the  houses 
of  Concord  and  South  Chester  arc  two  stories  high,  and  built  of  brick. 
These  buildings  are  good  and  well  adapted  to  school  purposes.  The  school 
building  of  Darby  borough  has  been  pretty  thoroughly  repaired — the  school 
rooms  of  which  now  presents  a  much  neater  and  more  cheerful  appearance. 

There  are  in  the  county  thirteen  school  houses  unfit  for  use.  They  are 
not  only  unsightly  from  every  point  of  view,  but  their  iuternal  arrange- 
ments are  extremely  ill-designed,  inconvenient  and  uncomfortable. 

Every  district  except  three  has  built  one  or  more  houses  within  six  years, 
On  this  line  there  has  been  rapid  progress,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  six 
years  more,  Delaware  county  will  have  no  "  unfit  school  houses"  to  be  re- 
ported. Fifty-eight  of  our  school  houses  are  badly  ventilated.  The  mere 
announcement  of  this  fact  alone  should  bestir  the  directors  who  have  charge 
of  these  houses  to  remedy  so  serious  a  defect  in  them.  But  I  fear  that 
something  more  startling  will  be  necessary  to  make  some  of  them  look  after 
such  a  matter,  for  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago  several  children  of  a  certain 
school  in  one  of  our  largest  districts  were  discovered  to  be  in  a  fainting 
condition,  caused  by  the  impure  air  which  they  had  been  compelled  to 
breathe  in  consequence  of  the  non-ventilation  of  the  school  room  ;  in  fact 
two  or  three  of  them  had  fainted  already,  and  yet  strange  to  say,  no  attempt 
has  been  made  by  the  directors  of  said  district  to  guard  against  a  similar 
occurrence  by  properly  ventilating  the  room.  There  scarcely  exists  a  more 
unhealthy  place  than  a  well-filled  school  room  illy  ventilated.     Some  teach- 
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ers  even  whose  schools  occupy  rooms  that  can  be  tolerably  well  veutilated, 
seem  indifferent  to  the  matter,  and  are  neglectful  of  the  means  intended  to 
afford  them  and  their  pupils  a  constant  supply  of  fresh  air. 

Aston,  Concord,  Edgmont,  Ridley,  Springfield,  Nether  Providence  and 
Upper  Darby,  will  each  build  a  school  house  the  coming  year.  Media  will 
put  an  addition  to  her  school  building. 

Furniture. — I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  most  of  our  school 
rooms  are  suitably  furnished.  Nine  of  them  have  been  so  furnished  this- 
year ;  two  by  South  Chester ;  two  by  Darby  borough,  and  one  by  each  of 
the  following  named  districts,  viz :  Aston,  Birmingham,  Concord,  Spring- 
field and  Upland.  There  are  only  fourteen  now  in  which  unsuitable  furni- 
ture remains.  If  necessary,  I  will  particularize  more  fully  in  my  next 
report. 

Apparatus. — Several  schools  have  been  provided  with  additional  appa- 
ratus ;  one,  of  North  Chester,  with  outline  maps,  and  two  with  more  black- 
board surface  ;  one,  of  Media,  with  maps  ;  one,  of  Upper  Providence,  with 
a  globe  and  a  dictionary,  and  all,  of  Thornbury,  with  maps.  Dictionaries 
have  now  been  supplied  to  all  our  schools  above  the  primary  grade,  except 
three  of  Middletown  and  all  of  Concord.  Every  article  of  apparatus  that 
would  aid  the  teacher  in  his  work  and  the  pupil  to  comprehend  the  subject 
under  consideration,  should  be  in  their  possession  and  should  be  supplied 
by  the  district. 

Neglect  of  School  Property, — School  property  does  not  always  receive 
proper  attention  from  directors.  Buildings  are  often  suffered  to  become 
considerably  dilapitated  before  any  effort  is  made  to  repair  them.  Grounds 
become  unsightly,  furniture  broken,  and  apparatus  useless.  If  this  property 
could  receive  proper  inspection  and  timely  repairs,  and  if  it  could  always 
be  placed  in  charge  of  good,  careful  teachers,  much  damage  and  unneces- 
sary expense  would  thereby  be  avoided. 

Schools. — Four  additional  schools  have  been  established — one  by  Concord, 
one  by  South  Chester,  and  two  by  Upper  Darby.  The  last  named  district 
must  establish  two  more  before  her  schools  will  be  of  the  right  size.  Some 
other  districts  have  schools  too  large.  There  is  no  economy  in  the  practice 
of  overcrowding  schools,  A  few  dollars  may  be  saved  thereby,  but  the 
loss  sustained  by  the  school  and  the  community  in  learning  and  intelligence 
cannot  be  estimated  nor  repaired.  In  some  localities  of  our  county,  the 
schools  are  too  large  only  two  or  three  months  in  the  term.  In  such  cases 
it  is  necessary  that  temporary  provision  only  should  be  made  to  meet  the 
immediate  wants  of  the  schools.  School  houses  should  have  two  rooms  at 
least — a  main  room  and  a  class  room  ;  then  such  provision  would  be  prac- 
ticable and  could  easily  be  made.     The  directors  of  North  Chester  borough 
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maintained  a  night  school  during*  the  winter  months.  It  was  well  attended 
and  it  did  much  good.  * 

In  some  of  our  schools  a  few  of  the  higher  branches  are  taught,  as 
Geometry,  Algebra,  Philosophy  and  Latin.  The  schools  of  Darby  borough 
have  had  a  special  teacher  to  give  them  instruction  in  vocal  music.  Only 
a  few  teachers  of  the  ungraded  schools  are  qualified  to  teach  more  than  the 
ordinary  branches  of  learning.  Even  if  they  were  able  to  teach  more,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  do  it  satisfactorily,  because  of  the  charac- 
ter of  their  schools  and  of  the  number  of  children  attending  them.  Many 
children,  I  believe,  are  forced  to  leave  the  public  schools  because  of  the 
inability  of  the  teacher  to  instruct  them,  and  are  obliged  to  seek  elsewhere 
for  the  attention  and  the  kind  of  instruction  they  need. 

The  necessity  for  schools  of  a  higher  grade  is  constantly  increasing,  for 
as  the  efficiency  of  the  present  grade  increases,  the  time  that  children  can 
profitably  attend  them  decreases.  How  to  meet  this  higher  want  of  public 
school  children,  is  a  problem  that  our  directors  cannot  begin  too  soon  to 
solve.  A  speedy  solution  is  demanded,  for  very  little  further  progress  can 
be  made  in  our  present  course.  Children  can  be  hurried  into  the  business 
world,  or  into  private  institutions  of  learning,  but  nothing  more.  County 
high  schools  should  be  established. 

School  Discipline.- — The  discipline  of  our  schools,  for  the  most  part,  is 
good  ;  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  in  some  of  them  it  is  maintained  with 
considerable  difficulty ;  the  chief  cause  of  which  arises  from  the  fact  that 
the  home  discipline  of  children  of  late  years  in  many  cases  has  become 
very  much  relaxed.  Many  parents  are  too  indulgent  to  their  children. 
Unwilling  to  deny  them  any  gratification  within  their  power,  and  unable 
to  see  any  evil  propensity  in  them,  they  permit  them  to  grow  up  wayward, 
reckless  and  disobedient.  Such  children  of  course  are  the  pest  of  the 
school  room.  The  restraint  they  are  necessarily  under  in  a  well-ordered 
school,  is  irksome  and  distasteful  to  them.  Unaccustomed  to  work,  they 
cannot  endure  the  drudgery  of  study.  A  crisis  soon  comes.  They  be- 
come restive — they  complain — they  rebel ;  and  sad  to  say,  they  are  often 
sustained  in  their  complaining  and  rebellious  course  by  the  sympathy  and 
encouragement  of  their  over-indulgent  parents,  who,  instead  of  seeking 
the  true  cause  of  the  trouble,  or  of  reproaching  themselves  for  the  miscon- 
duct of  their  children,  conclude  at  once  that  the  teacher  is  unworthy  of  his 
'position,  and  that  he  should  be  dismissed.  It  is  the  wholesome  discipline 
-of  the  public  schools  that  such  children  need ;  but  it  is  on  account  of  it 
^that  some  parents  do  not  send  their  children  to  them  ;  perhaps  it  is  as  well 
for  the  schools  that  they  do  not.  I  fear  the  time  Is  not  distant  when  teach- 
ers will  have  to  administer  needed  chastisement  in  infinetissimal  doses  to 
their  refractory  pupils,  in  order  that  they  may  avoid  the  ire  of  enraged 
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parents ;  and  I  fear  too  that  the  time  is  near  when  their  instruction  will 
have  to  be  sugar-coated,  that  their  pupils  may  be  induced  to  partake  of 
it — that  it  may  be  palatable  to  them.  Indeed,  the  sugar-coating  process  is 
already  required  and  begun. 

Supervision. — Most  of  our  school  boards  endeavor  to  visit  their  schools 
regularly  and  alternately  at  the  rate  of  one  a  month  ;  but  they  frequently 
meet  at  the  schools  so  late  in  the  da}r,  and  sometimes  have  so  much  business 
to  transact,  that  they  cannot  form  a  very  correct  opinion  of  their  condition. 
Such  visits  are  not  of  much  real  value  to  the  schools ;  still  they  are  better 
than  none.  They  should  make  a  much  closer  and  more  critical  supervision. 
The  schools  of  a  few  districts,  however,  are  pretty  well  supervised.  Those 
of  Radnor  are  particularly  fortunate  in  this  respect. 

Teachers. — Some  districts  have  considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  good 
teachers  and  in  keeping  them  ;  but  they  do  not  seem  to  know  the  cause. 
The  districts  that  pay  their  teachers  fair  salaries,  and  that  have  the  maxi- 
mum school  term,  do  not  have  much  trouble  in  securing  teachers.  They 
generally  have  an  over-supply  of  applicants  for  their  schools.  There  are 
other  matters,  however,  beside  money  and  time,  that  influence  teachers  in 
the  choice  of  positions.  It  is  a  fact  that  they  are  treated  with  more  con- 
sideration in  some  districts  than  in  others.  In  some  they  are  allowed  time 
for  district  institutes  ;  in  some  they  are  allowed  time  to  visit  other  schools ; 
in  some  they  are  treated  with  more  courtesy  and  respect  by  the  people,  and 
in  some  they  are  not  obliged  to  run  hither  and  thither  over  their  districts, 
to  see  the  secretary,  president  and  treasurer  of  their  respective  boards, 
before  they  can  obtain  their  salaries.  In  a  large  district,  it  is  very  incon- 
venient for  teachers  to  visit  the  school  officers  at  their  homes,  as  they  fre- 
quently have  to  do,  in  order  to  get  their  salaries  when  due.  A  more 
reasonable  mode  of  paying  teachers  should  be  devised  and  adopted. 
Teachers  are  human  ;  they  will  look  for  positions  where  they  will  receive 
the  best  treatment. 

Progress. — In  general,  I  may  safely  say  that  reasonably  fair  progress  has 
been  made  by  most  of  our  districts,  in  their  school  affairs.  Some  districts 
have  made  more  progress  than  others.  Thornbury  in  particular  has  made 
a  long  stride  forward.  She  has  added  two  months  to  her  school  term,  and 
ten  dollars  per  month  to  the  salary  of  each  of  her  teachers.  By  this  bold 
move  she  has  placed  herself,  with  respect  to  schools,  on  a  line  with  the 
foremost  districts  in  the  county.  Media,  too,  has  made  a  move  in  the  right 
direction.  She  has  placed  a  principal  over  her  schools,  and  pays  him  one 
hundred  dollars  per  month. 

There  are  a  few  districts  that  do  not  seem  to  have  as  high  appreciation 
of  good  schools  as  some  others ;  hence  they  do  not  make  the  same  effort 
to  have  them.     They  seem  content  to  move  slowly  along  in  the  rear. 
5  School  Rep. 
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,*<tqyeriittciuiciicij. — At  the  election  held  the  4th  of  May  last,  to  elect  a 
county  superintendent,  the  present  incumbent  was  re-elected.  There  is 
Still  some  opposition  to  the  superintendency,  but  it  is  weak,  and  confined 
chiefly  to  those  who  place  a  very  low  estimate  on  the  value  of  education, 
to  those  who  have  very  contracted  notions  of  economy.  The  enemies 
of  the  office  try  to  render  it  odious  to  the  people  by  magnifying  its  cost, 
and  by  underrating  its  value.  The  return  of  the  election  affords  them  a 
good  opportunity  to  show  their  antipathy  toward,  and  desire  to  abolish  it. 
They  strenuously  oppose  the  giving  of  a  fair  compensation  to  the  officer. 
They  know  that  this  is  the  vulnerable  point,  if  it  has  any,  and  they  there- 
fore make  the  most  of  it  to  accomplish  indirectly  what  they  cannot  do 
directly.  There  is  more  of  a  contest  here  in  determining  the  salary  than 
in  electing  the  officer.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  Legislature  should  fix 
the  salaries  of  the  County  Superintendent,  but  I  cannot  sec  that  the  Legis 
lature  is  any  more  competent  to  do  this  than  the  directors  of  the  different 
counties.  If  the  directors  can  be  intrusted  with  the  election  of  these  offi- 
cers, surely  they  should  be  with  the  determining  of  their  salaries.  If  the 
Legislature  would  determine  positively  how  the  County  Superintendent 
should  be  paid,  whether  by  their  respective  counties  or  by  the  State,  the 
cause  of  much  disquietude  concerning  the  matter  would  be  removed. 


ELK  COUNTY— Parrs  Lucore. 

The  following  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  Elk  county,  for 
the  year  ending  June  7,  1875,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Educational  Progress.— Although  much  yet  remains  to  be  done  to  make 
our  schools  what  they  should  be,  it  is  evident  that  the  work  of  education 
is  gradually  progressing.  Of  this  progress  none  but  those  who  have  closely 
observed  the  working  of  our  school  system  are  fully  conscious,  for  being- 
slow  and  gradual  it  is  not  apparent  to  the  careless  looker  on. 

School  Houses. — The  houses  erected  during  the  year  are  good  substantial 
frame  buildings,  in  most  cases  pleasantly  located  and  supplied  with  suit- 
able furniture. 

Teachers. — Compared  with  former  years,  our  teachers  are  better  qualified. 
In  nearly  every  district  in  the  county  marked  improvement  has  been  made 
in  this  respect. 

District  Institutes. — The  teachers  of  Fox  were  very  successful  in  keeping 
up,  during  the  winter  term,  district  institutes,  the  meetings  of  which  were 
largely  attended  by  directors  and  citizens,  and  did  much  to  create  an  inter- 
est in  the  cause  of  education. 
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County  Institute. — Our  County  Institute  was  held  at  Ridgway,  during-  the 
week  commencing  February  7,  1875.  It  was  well  attended  by  teachers,  di- 
rectors and  citizens.  The  instructors  and  lecturers  present  were  Prof.  R. 
Curry,  Miss  Rose  A.  M'Clcary,  Geo.  R.  Dixon,  A.  B.  and  Prof.  J.  R.  Spic- 
ule. Lectures  and  addresses  were  delivered  by  Prof.  Curry,  Geo.  R.  Dixon 
and  Prof.  J.  R.  Spiegle.  To  our  own  teachers,  all  of  whom  took  an  active 
part  in  the  exercises,  much  of  the  success  which  attended  this  institute  is 
due. 

Graded  Schools. — No  schools  were  graded  during  the  year,  but  the  direc- 
tors of  Fox  are  making  preparations  to  erect  a  building  at  Centreville  suit- 
able for  a  graded  school. 

Obstacles  to  Improvement. — The  same  obstacles  mentioned  in  former  re- 
ports still  exist. 

Conclusion. — To  the  county  press,  for  the  interest  it  has  taken  in  every 
movement  made  to  advance  the  educational  interests  of  the  community,  to 
teachers,  directors  and  citizens,  for  kindly  aid  and  support,  and  to  the  de- 
partment, for  counsel  and  advice,  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks. 
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The  school  year  just  closed  has  not  been  characterized  by  any  important 
changes  in  the  administration  of  school  affairs.  In  fact,  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced that,  while  the  people  of  this  county  readily  admit  innovations  upon 
established  customs  in  other  matters,  they  hold  with  much  firmness  to  anti- 
quated school  policy. 

The  past  year,  however,  has  shown  no  abatement  in  educational  interests, 
while  a  review  of  the  past  six  years  shows  considerable  progress  toward 
system  in  the  management  of  our  schools. 

An  important  and  beneficial  change  in  regard  to  school  terms  is  slowly 
gaining  ground. 

A  few  years  ago  the  schools  of  all  our  rural  districts  were  opened  the 
first  of  June,  for  a  summer  term  of  three  months. 

An  investigation  of  the  attendance  of  pupils  through  this  season,  especi- 
ally through  July  and  August,  together  with  other  reasons  that  should  be 
obvious  to  all  school  officers,  show  conclusively  that  these  summer  terms 
are  failures  in  every  respect. 

All  the  influence  possible  has  been  brought  to  bear  against  such  a  school 
policy,  and  as  a  result  many  districts  have  abandoned  the  summer  term, 
and  the  remaining  ones  open  their  schools  as  early  as  the  first  of  May,  and 
close  in  July.  The  latter  change  is  certainly  an  improvement  as  it  closes 
our  schools  through  August. 
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The  time  is,  no  doubt,  close  at  hand  when  school  officers  will  see  the  mis- 
take of  dividing  the  school  year  into  two  terms,  with  long  intervening  va- 
cations. The  persistent  warfare  waged  against  the  custom  of  teachers 
"boarding  round,"  has  also  been  productive  of  good  results.  The  custom 
has  been  abandoned  in  Mill  Creek,  Fairview,  Harbor  Creek,  North-East, 
Greene,  Venango,  Concord,  Amity  and  Wayne. 

It  is  hoped  that  no  great  length  of  time  will  elapse  before  the  other  dis- 
tricts of  the  county  will  see  the  injustice  of  this  custom  to  tax  payers,  its 
inconvenience  to  teachers  and  its  retarding  influences  upon  their  schools. 
How  long  this  custom  will  continue  to  disgrace  the  schools  of  this  county 
can  only  be  answered  by  the  school  directors. 

Mill  Creek. — Mill  Creek  still  holds  her  position  as  the  banner  district  of 
the  count}-.  Her  school  policy  drives  away  inferior  teachers  and  attracts 
the  best  talent  we  have. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  held  at  North-East,  in  No- 
vember. At  this  season  of  the  year  most  of  the  schools  of  the  county  were 
closed,  and  comparing  the  attendance  and  interest  manifested,  with  that  of 
the  preceding  year,  (the  institute  then  being  held  when  the  schools  were  in 
session,)  it  is  evident  that  these  educational  meetings  should  be  held  when 
the  schools  are  in  session,  as  contemplated  by  law. 

The  Press  and  Clergy. — The  press  and  clergy  of  the  county  have  shown 
a  good  degree  of  interest  in  our  public  schools,  and  the  former  has  been 
truly  generous  to  me,  as  a  school  officer,  and  its  influence,  as  the  great  ed- 
ucator of  the  people,  has  been  felt  in  advocacy  of  educational  reform. 

Messrs.  Crandall,  of  the  Gazette,  "Whitman,  of  the  Observer,  and  Cushman 
Brothers,  of  the  Sun,  are  entitled  to  special  thanks  for  their  liberality  and 
interest. 

Our  Teachers. — All  who  enter  the  profession,  if  so  it  may  be  called,  do 
not  bring  a  teacher's  heart  or  a  teacher's  aspirations  with  them,  but  that 
such  is  the  case  is  not  remarkable,  when  they  can  see  those  around  them 
whose  heads  have  grown  gray  in  the  school  room,  and  who  without  pen- 
sions or  hoarded  wealth  or  even  a  sustenance  for  declining  years,  are  about 
to  retire  from  that  field  of  labor. 

Erie  county  has  a  goodly  number  of  noble  teachers  They  are  the  "salt 
of  the  land."  But  to  some  of  our  "school  keepers,"  I  can  only  say  quit 
the  business  and  find  other  avenues  in  which  you  can  be  more  useful. 

Conclusion. — Each  succeeding  year  impresses  more  strongly  upon  my 
mind  the  responsibilities  resting  upon  a  county  superintendent,  and  I  enter 
upon  the  duties  of  another  term  with  some  misgivings. 

With  the  co-operation  of  directors  and  teachers,  heretofore  so  liberally 
given,  I  hope  to  accomplish  much  good. 
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FAYETTE  COUNTY— J.  V.  Gibbons. 

In  presenting  this,  my  twelfth  and  last  report,  I  not  only  close  my  labors  in 
the  superintendency,  but  in  the  general  cause  of  education,  in  which  I  have 
been  engaged  fifty-three  years.  During  this  long  period  great  and  radical ' 
changes  have  taken  place  in  everything  pertaining  to  popular  education  ; 
in  the  construction  and  arrangement  of  school  buildings  ;  in  furniture,  ap- 
paratus, text  books  ;  in  organizing  and  classifying  the  schools  ;  in  govern- 
ment, and  in  the  mode  of  the  teacher  and  learner  in  performing  every  duty. 
"Old  things  have  passed  away,  behold,  all  things  have  become  new." 

Advancement. — The  last  year  has  been  one  of  progress  in  many  parts  of 
the  county.  We  have  a  larger  per  cent,  of  good  teachers.  We  are  very 
sensibly  feeling  the  direct  influence  of  the  "California  Normal  school." 
This  is  the  agency  by  which  our  common  schools  must  be  elevated  and 
qualified  to  accomplish  their  mission.  Every  teacher  should  attend  a  Stale 
Normal  school  to  obtain  professional  training. 

Houses. — Eight  were  built  during  the  year — four  were  substitutes  for  old 
ones.     These  houses  are  up  with  the  age. 

Sclwol  Visitation. — I  visited  all  but  three  once — eighty  twice  and  a  num- 
ber thrice.     During  the  session  of  the  schools  my  whole  time  was  occupied. 

Institutes. — We  held  one  of  four  days'  duration  at  the  county  seat,  dur- 
ing the  holidays.  Teachers  present,  109.  Our  institute  was  pleasant  and 
interesting,  but  perhaps  fewer  lectures  and  more  class-drills  would  have 
been  more  profitable. 

Examinations. — I  held  twenty-two  public  and  five  private  examinations. 
Rejected  on  failures,  twenty-six  ;  immorality,  one. 

Graded  Schools. — We  have  nine  graded  school  buildings,  containing 
sixty-six  rooms,  forty-three  of  which  are  occupied.  These  forty-three  rooms 
contain  2,000  pupils,  well  classified,  well  governed  and  well  taught. 

Graded  schools  are  a  great  improvement  among  the  greatest  of  modern 
times. 

If  it  be  true  that  good  government  and  general  prosperity  are  dependent 
upon  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  masses,  and  that  this  intelligence 
and  virtue  can  be  most  efficiently  inculcated  through  the  instrumentality 
of  our  common  schools,  how  unspeakably  important,  therefore,  is  the  sub- 
ject of  popular  education.  Reliable  statistics  show  that,  among  the  unedu- 
cated, one  in  ten  becomes  a  pauper,  whilst  among  the  educated,  one  in  three 
hundred.  It  is,  therefore,  evident,  that  however,  much  it  may  cost  to  run 
our  common  schools,  it  will  cost  thirty  times  as  much  not  to  run  them  at  all. 
Now  add  to  this  the  increase  of  crime  (produced  by  ignorance)  and  the  con- 
sequent cost  of  Commonwealth  prosecutions,  and  you  may  form  a  correct 
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opinion  of  the  elevating  influence  of  our  glorious  system  of  common  school 
education  and  of  the  criminality  of  him  who  opposes  it. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  express  my  gratitude  to  the  State  Superintendent 
for  his  Courtesy,  to  our  school  directors  for  their  repeated  expressions  of 
confidence,  implied  in  their  support  and  encouragement,  and  to  the  citizens 
of  our  county  for  their  uniform  kindness  and  hospitality. 


FOREST  COUNTY— S.  F.  Rohrer. 

No  great  changes  can  be  expected  to  take  place  in  educational  aflfai re 
during  the  short  space  of  one  year,  although  general  improvement  has  been 
apparent  in  our  schools  from  time  to  time,  and  the  year  just  closed  has 
been  one  of  considerable  progress.  A  liberal  spirit  for  educational  work  pre- 
vails among  our  people,  and  this  alone  can  do  much  for  the  success  of  our 
schools.     Where  this  noble  feeling  is  manifested  we  have  little  to  fear. 

The  statistical  report,  herewith  submitted,  contains  in  detail  the  condi- 
tion of  our  schools,  and  other  important  facts  not  included  in  this  report. 

The  directors  of  Howe  district  have  erected  a  good  substantial  school 
house  in  the  new  and  thriving  village  of  Brookston.  Several  school  houses 
have  been  refitted  and  furnished  with  new  and  improved  desks  and  other 
conveniences  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  the  children.  The  graded  school 
at  Tionesta  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  made  more  convenient  in 
every  respect.  It  has  also  been  supplied  with  the  latest  style  of  improved 
furniture. 

Teachers. — Our  teachers,  as  a  body,  have  generally  done  well,  and  many 
have  taken  a  deep  interest  in  their  work  of  teaching.  We  have  some  very 
good  teachers  residing  in  the  county,  but  not  a  sufficient  number  to  supply 
all  our  schools.  This  has  been  an  inconvenience,  under  which  our  schools 
have  labored  for  some  time,  but  it  is  expected  that  in  a  few  years  more  we 
shall  have  a  sufficient  number  of  competent  teachers  in  the  county  to  sup- 
ply all  our  schools.  Many  of  cur  young  students  are  laboring  hard  to 
qualify  themselves  properly  for  the  noble  work  of  teaching. 

Directors. — We  have  some  earnest  and  efficient  directors  in  the  county, 
who  labor  faithfully  for  the  good  of  our  schools  and  for  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. It  must,  however,  be  confessed  that  there  are  also  some  who  appear 
to  be  ignorant  of  their  duties  in  many  respects,  and  who  show  a  disposition 
to  retard,  rather  than  advance,  the  interest  of  our  schools.  Directors 
should  be  among  the  best  men  of  the  county  They  should  be  sworn  offi- 
cers, receive  compensation  for  their  services,  and  be  held  responsible  foi 
the  performance  of  their  duties  in  every  respect. 
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Examinations. — The  method  of  conducting-  examinations  has  been  some- 
what varied  ;  the  examinations  having-  been  directed  also  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  the  literacy  Acquirements  of  the  applicant,  as  well  as  a  mere 
knowledge  of  the  branches  to  be  taught.  Applicants  were  required  to 
write  short  compositions,  essays  or  even  letters  on  educational  topics  ;  a 
limited  period  of  time  having  been  allotted  for  this  exercise.  They  were 
also  required  to  quote  from  noted  authors,  and  sometimes  exclusively  de- 
voted to  the  subject  of  general  information  and  practical  knowledge,  essen- 
tial for  every  teacher  to  possess  to  ensure  success  in  teaching,  and  the  cer- 
tificates were  graded  accordingly. 

Exercises  of  this  kind,  I  think,  should  be  required  at  every  examination, 
for  this  would  induce  teachers  to  pay  more  attention  to  literary  culture, 
heretofore  too  much  neglected  by  a  majority  of  our  teachers.  "To  teach 
a  child  his  A,  B,  C,  is  not  to  educate  him."  Teachers  must  possess  knowl- 
edge outside  of  mere*  text-books.  If  teachers  are  deficient  in  some  of  the 
most  essential  requisitions  belonging  to  education,  how  can  they  properly 
educate  the  children  under  their  care  ?  Teachers  should  at  once  give  this 
subject  every  consideration  its  importance  demands,  for  those  who  do  not 
read  works  on  teaching,  and  peruse  educational  periodicals,  cannot  expect 
to  acquire  that  information  which  every  teacher  must  possess  in  order  to 
become  successful  in  conducting  the  exercises  of  the  school  room. 

Visitations. — Much  of  my  time  has  been  spent  in  visiting  schools.  The 
summer  tour  was  commenced  in  July  and  the  winter  tour  in  January.  Al- 
though the  number  of  schools  in  our  county  is  small,  compared  with  some- 
other  counties,  yet  it  requires  considerable  time  in  traversing  the  county  to 
visit  all  the  schools..  According  to  the  teacher's  monthly  report  books,  I 
found  that  the  schools  in  some  districts  were  seldom  visited  by  directors 
and  parents.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  for  frequent  visits  by  directors, 
and  by  the  parents  of  the  children  attending  school,  always  have  a  good 
influence  and  are  calculated  to  encourage  both  teacher  and  pupils. 

County  Institute. — The  eighth  County  Institute  was  held  at  Tionesta  in 
November,  and  continued  in  session  five  days.  We  had  a  pleasant  and  pro- 
fitable time  during  the  entire  session, »and  much  good  has  been  accomplished. 

The  instructors  and  lecturers  present  were  Deputy  State  Superintendent 
Pi.  Curry  and  Superintendent  W.  H.  Curtis,  of  M'Kean.  Prof.  Curry's  lec- 
tures were  interesting  and  instructive  and  highly  appreciated  by  all.  Prof. 
Curtis  labored  faithfully  and  rendered  valuable  assistance.  He  remained 
with  us  until  the  close  of  the  session. 

Conclusion. — In  conclusion,  I  would  say  to  all  connected  with  the  schools 
of  the  county,  that  they  have  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  kindness  extended 
to  me  while  in  my  official  capacity.  It  will  always  be  a  source  of  pleasure 
lo  me  to  see  our  schools  prosper,  and  I  hope  that  much  may  be  achieved  in 
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the  future.  Perseverance  will  accomplish  all.  As  an  officer,  I  can  truly  say 
that  I  have  always  endeavored  to  do  my  duty  faithfully  and  conscientiously. 
To  the  teachers  of  our  county  I  would  say,  you  always  have  my  good  will 
and  sympathy.  May  you  continue  to  evince  the  same  spirit  for  improve- 
ment, and  may  the  time  soon  come  when  you  will  be  better  compensated 
for  your  labor  in  the  good  work. 

To  the  State  Department  I  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  promptitude 
always  exhibited  in  giving  counsel  and  information  whenever  called  for 
during  my  term  of  office. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— J.  S.  Smith. 

The  school  houses,  as  to  their  suitableness  and  sufficiency  of  furniture 
and  apparatus,  are  steadily  on  the  increase. 

The  new  buildings  erected  during  the  year  have  healthy  and  pleasant  lo- 
cations, and  with  few  exceptions  are  in  every  respect  up  to  the  requirements 
of  the  age. 

The  schools  are  making  steady  progress,  and  are  rapidly  gaining  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people. 

The  interest  manifested  in  the  selection  of  directors  is  increasing,  and,  with 
few  exceptions,  they  are  men  of  character,  intelligence  and  business  quali- 
fications. 

The  number  of  visits  by  directors  and  patrons  has  very  much  increased 
since  last  year.  There  is  a  laudable  disposition  beginning  to  be  manifest 
among  the  people  to  learn,  for  themselves,  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers 
employed  in  the  public  schoolp. 

In  a  few  districts  the  secretary  performed  the  duty  of  district  superin. 
tsndent.     The  material  wants  of  those  districts  were  better  supplied. 

The  scriptures  are  daily  read  in  nearly  all  the  schools,  but  we  very  much 
regret  that  in  a  few  they  are  not  read  with  that  solemn  reverence  which 
their  importance  demands.  The  teachers  are  generally  very  correct  in  their 
deportment,  thus  they  teach  morals  by  example.  No  precepts  are  so  effica- 
cious as  a  pure  and  holy  life. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  few  do  not  possess  that  high  moral  character 
that  they  should. 

The  sooner  this  class  is  dispensed  with  the  better.  The  directors  who 
Avill  emply  none  but  those  whose  moral  character  is  that  of  the  christian 
lady  or  gentleman,  are  truly  public  benefactors.  Our  teachers  are  steadily 
progressing.  The  facilities  for  their  improvement,  furnished  by  the  State 
Normal  school,  at  Shippensburg,  academies  and  private  schools,  are  greater 
at  present  than  at  any  other  time. 
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The  attendance  of  the  pupils  was  much  better  than  last  year.  The  first 
care  of  every  teacher  should  be  to  look  after  those  pupils  who  are  absent. 
•  Nothing  will  arouse  careless  parents  more  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  than  to 
learn  that  the  heart  of  the  teacher  is  in  the  education  of  their  children. 
AVe  have  carefully  noticed  most  of  the  districts,  and  we  believe  a  graded 
school  can  be  established  in  every  third  district  and  the  pupils  would  not 
have  more  than  two  or  three  miles  to  those  schools.  The  pupils  could  per- 
form this  labor  and  enjoy  advantages  of  obtaining  an  education  at  home 
equal  to  those  acquired  in  most  of  the  academies  abroad.  Graded  schools 
are  much  needed  in  the  rural  districts.  It  is  hoped  that  the  directors  will 
give  the  subject  a  careful  consideration.  In  most  of  the  districts  the  sala- 
ries paid  are  too  meagre  to  procure  well  qualified  and  experienced  teach- 
ers. After  all,  the  success  of  our  schools  depends  on  the  skill  and  ability 
of  the  teachers.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  of  the  teachers,  who  are 
models  in  the  profession,  are  going  where  better  salaries  are  paid.  Directors 
should  pay  better  salaries  and  increase  the  school  term,  and  thus  remedy  the 
great  evil. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  directors  to  the  fact  that  there  are  some 
houses  in  the  various  townships  which  are  badly  ventilated.  Badly  venti- 
lated houses  are  very  detrimental  to  the  health  of  children.  It  is  to  be  la- 
mented that  the  foundation  of  one-half  of  the  diseases,  from  which  mankind 
are  suffering,  is  laid  in  badly  ventilated  school  apartments.  It  is  of  the 
first  importance  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  school  children  be  looked 
after. 

To  citizens,  directors  and  teachers,  who  have  extended  to  me  uniform 
kindness  and  courtesy,  to  the  Educational  Department,  from  whom  I  have  re- 
ceived many  favors,  I  return  my  sincere  thanks. 


FULTON   COUNTY— H.  H.  Woodal. 

Two  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  both  in  Thompson.  They  are 
substantial  frame  buildings  of  good  size  and  have  plenty  of  blackboard  sur- 
face, but  the  desks  are  unsuitable.  This  district  proposes  to  build  one  new 
house  every  year  until  all  the  old  ones  are  replaced,  and  it  is  hoped  this 
will  be  done,  as  there  is  not  a  good  house  in  the  district,  except  those  that 
were  built  during  the  year.  One  of  the  new  houses  takes  the  place  of  an 
old  one,  the  other  is  lor  an  additional  school,  making  six  in  the  district. 

M'Connellsburg  borough  needs  a  new  house  very  much.  The  building 
now  in  use  is  not  an  old  one,  but  the  foundation  is  defective,  making  it 
necessary  to  support  the  walls  with  props,  notwithstanding  which  the  house 
js  hardly  considered  safe,  and  even  if  its  safety  were  undoubted,  it  is  too 


74  FULTON  COUNTY. 

small,  having  but  two  rooms  ;  and.  as  there  arc  three  schools,  ever  since 
they  were  graded,  the  primary  school  has  been  taught  in  a  dwelling  not 
owned  by  the  district. 

It  is  argued  that  the  borough  is  unable  to  build,  because  a  twelve  mill 
tax  is  required  to  keep  the  schools  open  live  months  at  an  average  salary 
of  less  than  forty  dollars  per  month  ;  but  when  it  is  considered  that  about 
one-third  of  the  estimated  cash  value  of  the  real  estate  is  taken  as  the  basis 
if  assessment,  this  objection  loses  much  of  its  force.  It  is  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  a  good  and  suitable  building  will  be  erected  within  a  year  or 
two  at  farthest. 

During  the  year  all  the  districts  except  Bethel,  Belfast  and  M'Connells- 
btfrg  borough  were  supplied  with  suitable  outhouses,  in  some  instances  two 
houses  being  furnished  to  each  school,  and  thus  a  want  long  felt  has  at  last 
been  supplied,  with  the  above  exceptions. 

Though  the  progress  in  our  schools  is  not  all  that  could  be  desired,  yet, 
under  the  adverse  circumstances  against  which  we  are  compelled  to  labor, 
and  which  were  mentioned  in  my  former  reports,  it  is  all  that  can  reason- 
ably be  expected.  Better  organization  and  better  attendance  were  secured, 
and  consequently  better  work  was  done  than  heretofore. 

One  of  the  indispensables  to  success  in  teaching  is  being  gradually  se- 
cured, namely  :  uniformity  of  text  books. 

In  several  districts  the  school  boards  buy  the  books  and  distribute  them 
among  the  schools,  allowing  the  teachers  to  furnish  books  gratuitously  t 
those  who  are  unable  to  buy,  and  by  this  means  all  are  supplied  and  uni- 
formity is  secured. 

The  character  of  the  school  work  is  improving  for  the  reason,  also,  that 
greater  requirements  are  demanded  of  teachers  and,  as  a  consequence,  they 
are  better  qualified  intellectually  and  in  the  art  of  teaching  ;  and  a  growing- 
interest  is  manifested  on  their  part  as  is  shown  by  the  means  they  employ 
to  render  the  exercises  interesting,  and  to  make  the  school  room  pleasant 
and  inviting.  There  are  now  but  few  houses  in  the  county  that  have  not 
their  walls  ornamented  with  pictures  and  school  mottoes,  or  festooned  with 
evergreens ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in  some  instances  the  adornment 
furnishes  a  contrast  that  is  by  no  means  favorable  to  the  walls  and  furni- 
ture. In  a  number  of  schools  I  find  such  other  auxiliaries  to  adornment  as 
soap,  towels,  basins,  brushes,  combe,  &c. 

The  principles  of  vocal  music  were  taught  in  many  of  the  schools  and 
singing  was  conducted  in  nearly  all. 

Free   hand   drawing  also  received  some  attention  and  would   have  been 
more  generally  taught  but  for  want  of  suitable  blackboards.     This  subject 
-    formally  presented  at  the  County  Institute,  for  the  first  time,  by  Prof. 
C.  M.  (.'alter,  of  the  Cumberland  A^alley  State  Normal  School. 
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The  annual  institute  was  held  at  M'Connellsbuig  during-  the  wee! 
mencing  December  21st  and  continued  five  days.     Of  the  sixty-nine  Ce 
ers  in  the  county,  fifty-six  were  present.     The  attendance  would  have  been 
larger,  but  a  deep  snow  which  fell  on  the  day  before  the  institute  opened, 
prevented   some  from  coming.     Prof.  J.   W.  Shoemaker,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  Miss  Mary  E.  Bradley  and  Profs.  Stebbins  and  Carter,  of  Cumber' 
Valley  Normal  school,  were  with  us  nearly  all  the  week  and  rendered  valu- 
able aid   in   making  the  institute  an  occasion  of  interest  and   profit  to  the 
teachers  of  our  county. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  our  directors  do  not  take  more  into:- 
the  meetings.  Though  a  "  directors'  day"  was  named  as  usual,  and  sul- 
jects  were  presented,  in  the  discussion  of  which  they  should  have  taken 
part,  very  few  were  present  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  thus 
afforded  them.  There  is  some  objection  to  the  County  Institute  because  the 
law  allows  certain  funds  to  be  drawn  from  the  county  treasirry  to  defray 
expenses  of  professional  instruction,  printing,  &c,  yet  a  single  criminal 
suit  in  our  county  courts  has  cost  much  more,  and  very  little  has  been  sa 
about  it.  The  total  amount  drawn  from  the  county  for  institute  purposes, 
during  the  last  three  years,  is  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and 
sixty-six  cents. 

Assisted  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Millott,  I  taught  a  Normal  school  of  ten  weeks 
session  in  M'Connellsburg.     Sixty-nine  pupils  were  enrolled,  forty  of  w! 
were  teachers. 

I  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  twice,  except  one,  and  a  number 
were  visited  oftener.  I  attended  fourteen  local  institutes  and  educational 
meetings,  most  of  which  were  of  my  appointing.  These  educational  meet- 
ings do  more  to  awaken  public  feeling  in  the  right  direction  than  any  other 
work  that  I  can  do.  In  every  instance  they  were  well  attended,  and 
"  school  "  was  freely  discussed. 

During  the  year  an  effort  was  made  to  grade  the  salary  according-  to  c 
tificates,  but  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  nothing  was  effected.     The  aver- 
age salary  remains  about  the  same  as  last  year  ;  it  was  increased  in  Bethel 
and  Brush  Creek,  and  reduced  in  Ayr  and  Licking  Creek.     There  is  very 
little  supervision  by  authority  of  the  school  boards,  but  the  "  visitors'  c 
timn"  shows  a  greater  array  of  patron's  names  than  heretofore. 

A  number  of  our  teachers  attended  the  Normal  school  at  Shippensburg, 
and  their  work  showed  correspondingly  good  results.  In  summing  up  re- 
sults at  the  end  of  three  years,  I  find  there  is  marked  improvement  in  seve- 
ral respects.  First,  the  qualifications  of  our  teachers  are  of  a  higher  grade. 
Second,  the  percentage  of  attendance  of  pupils  is  increased.  Third,  the 
school  property— houses  and  furniture — is  much  better  cared  for.  Fourth, 
popular  feeling  is  steadily  growing  in  the  right  direction.     While  the  above 
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results  do  not  fully  satisfy  us,  they  at  least  afl'ord  encouragement  for  future 
efforts.  In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the 
publishers  of  the  county  papers  for  services  rendered,  and  to  the  teachers, 
directors  and  citizens,  for  their  co-operation,  their  hospitality  and  otker 
kindnesses  shown  me  during  the  year. 


GREENE  COUNTY— T.  J.  Teal. 

In  submitting  the  annual  report  of  the  public  schools  of  the  county,  it 
affords  us  pleasure  to  state  that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  educational 
interest  and  progress.  At  no  period  since  we  have  been  officially  connected 
with  the  schools  has  there  been  greater  activity  among  the  friends  of  edu- 
cation than  during  the  year  that  has  just  closed. 

Houses. — -Six  houses  were  built  in  the  different  districts,  as  follows:  One 
in  Aleppo,  one  in  Centre,  one  in  Franklin,  two  in  Gilmore,  and  one  in 
Springhill.  Of  these,  two  are  brick  and  four  frame.  They  are  all  good, 
substantial  and  comfortable  houses.  The  one  in  Franklin  was  furnished 
with  the  most  approved  modern  desk  and  seats  ;  the  others  have  the  com- 
mon style  of  furniture. 

It  is  a  lamentable  fact  that,  according  to  the  instructions  from  the  School 
Department,  we  have  not  a  "  first-class"  school  house  in  the  county,  or 
one  with  its  ground  "  suitably  improved."  The  law  provides  the  remedy 
for  these  evils  by  giving  to  the  directors  the  power  and  pointing  out  to 
them  the  way  through  which  better  results  may  be  obtained.  Those  who 
contemplate  building  should  consult  the  best  models  for  school  houses,  in 
which  health,  convenience  and  durability  are  essential  characteristics. 
Every  school  room  should  be  supplied  with  good  patent  furniture,  and  its 
walls  hung  with  maps,  charts,  &c.  The  former  will  make  it  pleasant  and 
comfortable  ;  the  latter  will  inculcate  a  taste  for  neatness  and  a  love  for 
study. 

Teachers. — Of  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  teachers  employed,  one 
hundred  and  forty  were  jnales,  and  forty-four  females.  The  standard  of 
the  qualification  of  teachers  has  been  gradually  raised  from  year  to  year, 
and  the  teachers  have  made  a  commendable  effort  to  meet  its  requirements. 
The  policy  pursued  by  the  directors  in  selecting  those  teachers  with  supe- 
rior merit,  has  had  a  healthful  influence  over  the  schools  ;  for  the  teacher's 
success  depends  upon  his  power  to  organize  and  govern  his  school,  and 
ais  aptness  to  instruct  his  pupils.  The  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  im- 
provement is  the  lack  of  experienced  and  well-trained  teachers. 

Examinations.— Twenty  -three  public  examinations  were  held,  and  they 
were  conducted  by  combining  the  oral  and  written  methods.     They  were 
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tolerably  well  attended  by  directors  and  citizens,  who  manifested  consid- 
erable interest  in  them.  In  granting  private  examinations,  the  letter  of 
the  law  was  observed. 

Visitations. — This  part  of  our  work  commenced  shortly  after  the  opening 
of  the  schools,  and  continued  until  they  closed.  Two  hundred  and  two 
visitations  were  made.  All  the  schools  were  visited  except  two.  They 
need  a  closer  and  more  frequent  inspection  than  the  Superintendent  can 
possibly  give  them.  We  believe  that  the  directors  would  act  wisely  if 
they  would  appoint  district  superintendents  who  would  exercise  a  careful 
and  an  intelligent  supervision  over  the  schools.  The  utility  of  the  office 
has  been  practically  tested  in  other  counties. 

Graded  Schools. — The  school  at  Jacksonville  Avas  graded  during  the  year. 
With  good  management  and  a  graded  course  of  instruction,  the  efficiency 
of  the  school  will  be  greatly  enhanced.  The  establishment  of  such  schools 
should  receive  the  candid  and  thoughtful  attention  of  all. 

Apparatus. — It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  eighty-four  schools  were  sup- 
plied with  good  globes,  and  twenty-six  with  outline  maps.  Every  school 
room  should  be  well  supplied  with  apparatus  ;  for  the  teacher's  power  is 
greatly  multiplied  by  having  at  his  command  adequate  means  for  simplify- 
ing and  illustrating  the  subject  matter  of  the  recitation. 

Local  Institutes.— Eighteen  of  these  meetings  were  held  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  county.  Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  practical  work  of 
Local  Institutes,  feel  and  acknowledge  their  worth  as  an  educational  agent. 
They  stimulate  teachers  to  nobler  efforts  and  higher  aims,  and  are  a  valua- 
ble auxiliary  in  educating  public  sentiment.  The  interest  manifested  in 
them  was  good,  and  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

County  Institute.— The  County  Institute  convened  in  the  court  house  at 
Waynesburg,  on  Monday,  December  28,  and  continued  in  session  five  days. 
The  instructors  and  lecturers  were  Hon.  B.  G.  Northrop,  of  New  Haven. 
Connecticut,  and  Prof.  C.  L.  Ehrenfeld,  of  the  South  Western  Normal  Col- 
lege. The  instruction  was  thorough,  systematic  and  practical.  The  even- 
ing lectures  were  highly  instructive  and  very  entertaining.  The  average 
attendance  of  teachers  and  spectators  was  greater  than  ever  before.  We 
deem  it  proper  to  say  that  these  annual  gatherings  are  wielding  a  mighty 
influence  over  the  educational  interest  of  the  county. 

Conclusion. — With  this  report  our  official  relation  to  the  schools  of  the 
county  closes,  and  in  retiring  we  wish  to  tender  our  grateful  thanks  to  the 
citizens  for  their  hospitality  ;  to  the  directors  for  their  confidence  ;  to  the 
teachers  for  their  courtesy  and  friendship,  and  to  the  Department  for  their 
counsel  and  indulgence.  May  our  public  schools  ever  be  the  pride  of  our 
county. 
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HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— R.  M.  M'Xeai.. 

The  educational  progress  of  the  eounty  during  the  past  year  has  been 
quite!  satisfactory  in  many  particulars. 

Among  the  signs  betokening  advancement  a  favorable  one  is  the  manifes- 
tation of  greater  care  in  the  location,  plan  and  construction  of  school 
houses  ;  supplying  them  with  suitable  furniture  ;  necessary  apparatus  and 
needful  outbuildings  ;  fencing  and  beautifying  school  grounds  ;  and  by  va- 
rious means  contributing  to  make  school  a  pleasant  and  an  attractive  place. 
The  fact  that  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  provide  the  means  for  educating 
the  children  of  our  Commonwealth  are  demanded  to  have  regard  for  the 
health,  comfort  and  convenience  of  pupils,  and  to  minister  to  their  aesthetic 
and  moral  natures,  as  well,  gives  evidence  of  an  educational  sentiment, 
whose  iniluence  is  sure  to  pervade  every  department  of  school  work. 

Since  our  last  report  two  wTorn  out  houses  in  Petersburg,  West  township, 
have  given  place  to  a  substantial,  commodious  two-story  brick  building, 
containing  two  rooms  on  each  floor. 

As  yet,  only  two  rooms  are  used  for  school  purposes,  but  when  building 
the  people  wisely  took  into  consideration  the  future  growth  of  their  village. 
The  rooms  in  use  are  supplied  with  first  class  furniture,  are  well  lighted  and 
heated  and  tolerably  well  ventilated. 

All  considered,  the  structure  is  an  ornament  to  the  place  and  a  strong 
testimony  of  the  intelligence  and  educational  spirit  of  the  community. 

Eight  one-roomed  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  Although  they  are 
not  quite  what  they  should  be  ;  in  most  cases  they  contrast  favorably  with 
the  school  buildings  previously  erected  in  those  districts.  Those  built  in 
Hopewell,  Jackson  and  Penn  are  the  most  substantial. 

I  am  glad  to  report  the  erection  within  the  year  of  upwards  of  fifty 
privies  and  a  number  more  under  contract.  May  we  not  hope  that  this 
well-begun  work  will  go  on  until  we  shall  not  be  required  to  report  a  sin- 
gle school  house  in  the  county  without  suitable  outbuildings. 

Some  little  interest  has  been  taken  since  my  last  report  in  improving 
school  gounds.     A  few  lots  have  been  fenced  and  shade  trees  planted. 

The  directors  of  Walker  township  purchased  a  set  of  maps  for  each  of 
their  schools,  which  is  the  only  increase  of  apparatus  worthy  of  special  note. 
The  annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Huntingdon  during  the  last 
week  of  November.  It  was  ably  instructed  during  the  entire  week,  by 
Prof.  A.  X.  Raub,  of  Lock  Haven,  W.  W.  Woodruff,  of  Bucks  county,  and 
J.  Irvin  White,  principal  of  the  Huntingdon  public  schools. 

We  are  also  indebted  to  Prof.  Chas.  M.  Carter,  of  the  Cumberland  Valley 
State  Normal  school,  who  was  with  us  one  day,  and  Prof.  Jas.  A.  Stevens, 
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of  the  Huntingdon  academy,  for  valuable  services.  A  number  oi  our  own 
teachers  engaged  heartily  in  the  exercises,  and  much  of  the  success  of  the 
late  session  is  due  to  their  efforts. 

The  Institute  was  conducted  without  the  aid  (?)  of  "side  shows."  The 
evening  sessions  were  taken  up  with  lectures  and  discussions  on  educa- 
tional topics.  On  Thursday  evening,  Dr.  Wickersham,  State  Superinten- 
dent, addressed  a  large  audience  of  teachers,  directors  and  friends  of  educa- 
tion. 

Opposition  to  the  Institute,  in  this  county,  has  almost,  yet  not  entirely 
disappeared.  By  a  special  act  of  Legislature,  teachers  have  the  privilege 
of  attending  without  being  required  to  make  up  the  time.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted, however,  that  in  a  few  districts,  teachers  who  exercise  this  right, 
do  so  at  the  peril  of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  the  directors  ;  and  some 
are  thus  deterred  from  availing  themselves  of  this  means  of  improvement. 

Nine  local  institutes  and  nineteen  educational  meetings  were  held  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  count}'.  No  part  of  my  official  work  has  been  crowned 
with  better  success,  or  exercised  a  more  salutary  influence  on  the  cause  of 
education  in  our  county,  than  that  done  through  the  agency  of  local  insti- 
tutes and  educational  meetings.  They  have  done  much  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  our  schools,  educate  public  sentiment,  and  secure  the  necessary 
co-operation  of  teachers,  directors  and  patrons.  They  are  regarded  with 
favor  by  the  friends  of  education  throughout  the  county.  Where  local  in- 
stitutes were  held,  the  people  extended  a  generous  hospitality  to  the  teach- 
ers in  attendance,  and  cordially  entertained  them  during  the  sessions. 

As  I  have  carefully  noted  the  progress  made  in  teaching  within  the  past 
few  years,  I  have  been  convinced  that  the  methods  of  teaching  in  our  pri- 
mary schools  have  been  less  improved  than  those  employed  in  any  other 
grade  of  schools.  Here  there  seems  to  be  comparatively  little  intelligent 
adaptation  of  means  to  ends  ;  many  teachers  following,  "tread-mill"  style, 
in  the  footsteps  of  their  predecessors  without  asking  themselves  why  or 
wherefore.  In  view  of  these  facts,  "primary  instruction"  has  received 
special  attention  m  our  county  and  local  institutes. 

I  was  cheered  to  notice,  in  my  visits  to  the  schools  last  winter,  a  marked 
improvement  in  this  department  of  teaching.  In  many  of  the  primary 
schools,  and  primary  classes  of  ungraded  schools,  the  pupils,  instead  of 
being  required  to  tread  the  customary  steps  of  the  usually  prescribed  course, 
were  receiving  instruction  adapted  to  the  growth  and  development  of  their 
mental  faculties,  in  well  arranged  systems  of  oral  instruction  and  object 
teaching. 

Twenty  schools  were  not  visited  this  year.  Ten  of  them  were  not  in  ses- 
sion when  I  visited  the  districts  in  which  they  are  located.     Sickness  in 
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my  family  in  March,  detained  me  at  home,  thus  preventing  me  from  reach- 
ing the  remaining  ten. 

In  addition  to  private  counsel  and  encouragement  given  to  teachers,  ob- 
servations taken  during  official  visits  furnished  the  material  for  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  local  institute  work. 

A  few  obstacles  in  the  way  of  greater  improvement  claim  attention.  The 
schools  of  Huntingdon  borough,  under  the  efficient  management  of  the 
Principal,  Mr.  White,  have  improved  greatly  during  the  past  two  years, 
and  never  were  in  better  working  condition  than  now.  The  remainder  of 
our  graded  schools  are  only  nominally  such.  They  are  without  any  regu- 
larly graduated  course  of  study.  Primary  schools  are  doing  the  work  of 
intermediate  and  higher  schools,  and  the  higher  schools  are  doing  their 
own  work  and  that  of  primaries.  These  schools  sustain  no  more  intimate 
relations  to  one  another  than  if  they  were  situated  miles  apart. 

The  teacher  of  the  most  advanced  grade  in  each  district  should  be  ap- 
pointed principal  of  all  the  schools  ;  and  through  him  as  a  directing  head, 
the  board  should  manage  the  whole  educational  system  of  the  district.  A 
course  of  study  should  be  prepared  by  him  or  by  the  directors,  and  he 
should  see  that  the  work  assigned  each  grade  is  done  by  it ;  so  that  when 
pupils  are  advanced  to  a  higher  grade  they  are  prepared  to  enter  all  the 
classes  in  that  grade,  and  not  necessitate  the  formation  of  new  classes  in 
some  of  the  branches,  as  is  frequently  the  case.  When  these  steps  are 
taken  we  may  hope  for  more  satisfactory  results  in  our  graded  schools.  A 
graded  course  of  study  for  the  schools  in  the  rural  districts,  by  which  the 
same  grade  of  each  school  would  have  about  the  same  instruction,  is  prac- 
ticable and  highly  desirable.  Steps  have  already  been  taken  in  this  direc- 
tion. Let  us  hope  that  the  next  school  year  will  witness  great  advance- 
ment in  this  work. 

The  resolution  unanimously  adopted  at  our  Institute  a  year  ago,  to  pay 
teachers  according  to  their  qualifications,  was,  unfortunately,  not  generally 
carried  into  effect.  Why  will  our  directors  persist  in  virtually  effering  a 
reward  for  ignorance  and  inefficiency,  by  paying  a  poor  teacher  as  much  as  a 
good  one  ?  One  board  of  directors  employed  two  teachers  who  failed  to 
receive  certificates  at  the  examination.  Although  some  of  the  directors 
acknowledged  that  the  applicants  were  not  qualified  to  teach,  they  were 
forced  upon  the  people  in  one  of  the  best  paying  districts  in  the  county. 
As  a  result  of  the  obstinacy  of  the  board,  the  district  forfeited  her  share  of 
the  State  appropriation,  amounting  to  about  $300. 

It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  our  directors  do  not  visit  the  schools  more 
frequently.  Neither  patrons  nor  directors  can  fully  discharge  their  duties 
and  neglect  this  work ;  but  it  particularly  devolves  upon  directors,  owing 
to  their  official  relation  to  the  schools. 
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Space  will  not  permit  us  to  prolong  this  report.  For  additional  informa- 
tion we  invite  attention  to  the  statistical  report  forwarded  some  time  ago. 
In  conclusion,  I  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  teachers  and  directors,  for 
their  hearty  support ;  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  gratuitous  publication 
of  reports,  institute  proceedings,  and  occasional  editorial  notes  on  the  edu- 
cational interests  of  the  county,  and  to  all  who,  by  word  or  act,  have  con- 
tributed to  advance  the  cause  of  popular  education. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— Samuel  Wolf. 

My  statistical  report  this  year  is  bat  little  different  from  that  of  last 
year.  But  few  changes  have  been  made  in  houses,  furniture  and  apparatus. 
Indiana  furnished  two  rooms  with  Excelsior  seats  and  desks.  White  fur- 
nished one  house  with  furniture  of  the  same  kind.  South  Mahoning  built 
suitable  out-houses  on  each  school  ground  in  the  district. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  people  and  directors  of  this  county  are  so 
slow  in  supplying  the  school  room  with  suitable  furniture  and  apparatus. 
They  excuse  themselves  on  the  plea  of  hard  times.  It  is  certainly  poor 
economy  to  employ  teachers  and  send  pupils  to  school  in  houses  so  poorly 
furnished  and  badly  ventilated  that  neither  the  teacher  nor  pupils  can  ac- 
complish half  as  much  as  if  properly  provided  for.  Shall  the  farmer  and 
mechanic  be  prevented  from  using  improved  implements  and  machinery  ? 
If  not,  why  shall  our  teachers  and  pupils  be  obliged  to  labor  without  the 
advantages  which  can  so  easily  be  had.  Much  time,  a  great  deal  of  money 
and  an  endless  amount  of  mental  and  bodily  pian  could  be  saved  by  a  judi- 
cious provision  for  fresh  air,  comfortable  furniture  and  necessary  apparatus. 
Every  kind  of  manual  labor  avails  itself  of  improved  facilities  for  perform- 
ing its  work,  but  the  labor  of  cultivating  the  mind  must  not  seek  such  means. 
When  we  remember  that  nearly  all  improvements  for  performing  manual  la- 
bor, improvements  in  machinery,  modes  of  travel  and  of  transmitting  in- 
telligence from  land  to  land  are  the  offsping  of  mental  culture,  we  should 
be  more  willing  to  furnish  all  the  means  that  will  enable  the  teachers  and 
pupils  healthfully  to  develop  body  and  mind. 

Teachers. — Our  teachers,  as  a  class,  are  much  better  than  last  year.     I 
feel  confident  that  last  winter  witnessed  more  good  teaching  in  this  county 
than  there  has  been  in  any  year  for  a  long  time.     But  there  are  still  too 
many  who  teach  only  for  a  time,  with  no  love  for  the  work. 
Obstacles. — The  obstacles  in  the  way  of  progress  are  mainly : 

1.  Want  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  people. 

2.  Inexperienced  and  time-serving  teachers. 

-3.  Houses  poorly  furnished  and  badly  ventilated. 
6  School  Rep. 
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If  the  first  obstacle  can  be  removed  the  others  will  speedily  disappear  ; 
good  houses,  beautifully  located,  surrounded  by  shady  groves  and  pleasant 
play  grounds  will  spring  up  in  every  community,  and  good  teachers  be 
found  for  all  of  them.  Let  the  people  demand  these  things  and  they  will 
come. 

Institutes — Local  Institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county, 
many  of  them  continuing  three  days,  being  well  attended,  and  productive 
of  much  good.  Those  held  in  Armagh,  Strongstown,  Rayne  and  Wash- 
ington, were  as  good  as  County  Institutes  were  ten  or  twelve  years  ago, 
and  I  might  add  that  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  held,  they  were 
better.  During  most  of  the  sessions  at  each  place  the  house  was  crowded, 
and  it  was  an  interesting  and  interested  crowd. 

A  Joint  Institute  of  the  teachers  of  Armstrong,  Westmoreland  and  Indi- 
ana counties,  and  the  County  Superintendents  of  these  counties,  was  held 
at  Saltsburg,  in  August,  1874,  and  lasted  three  days.  Professor  Curry  and 
other  able  instructors  and  lecturers  were  with  us.  It  was  a  profitable  and 
eujoyable  meeting.  The  County  Institute  was  again  the  best  ever  held  in 
the  county.  The  instructors  and  lecturers  were  Profs.  Robert  Curry,  G.  P. 
M'Cord  and  G.  P.  Beard,  and  Superintendents  II.  M.  Jones  and  A.  D. 
Glenn,  Rev.  Sharach,  D.  D.,  Prof.  J.  H.  Young,  and  others.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty-six  teachers  were  present,  217  of  whom  were  actually  engaged  in 
teaching  at  the  time.  The  average  time  attended  by  the  teachers  was  four 
and  a  half  days.  I  am  not  sure  that  we  can  do  better  next  time,  but  we 
will  try. 

Normal  School. — The  State  Normal  school  of  the  Ninth  district  is  now  in 
successful  operation,  and  is  doing  a  good  work.  There  are  230  students. 
For  description  of  buildings,  grounds,  &c,  I  would  refer  the  reader  to  the 
July  number  of  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal.  Hereafter  this  part  of 
the  State  will  have  better  teachers — not  all  at  once,  but  gradually  and 
surely.  This  leaven  will  leaven  the  whole  class  of  teachers  and  make  a 
radical  change  in  our  common  schools. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
Department  for  the  many  favors  shown  to  me  during  the  past  four  years. 
Many  thanks  are  due  to  the  teachers,  directors  and  people  with  whom  I 
Lave  so  pleasantly  mingled,  and  to  the  press  of  Indiana,  for  favors. 
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In  making  this  ray  sixth  and  last  annual  report  it  is  gratifying  to  look 
back  over  the  past  and  see  that  progress  and  improvement  have  been 
stamped  on  the  winged  winds  of  time  during  every  year,  and  the  last  one 
has  been  fully  up  to  the  standard  of  former  years  notwithstanding  the 
scarcity  of  money  which  always  impedes  progress  in  everything. 

There  are  now  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  schools  in  the  county,  an  in- 
crease of  twenty -five  since  June,  1869.  Fifty-six  new  houses  were  built 
since  the  above  date,  as  follows:  Barnett,  1  ;  Beaver,  3  ;  Big  Run,  1  ; 
Clover  2,  and  twe  rooms  refitted  and  furnished  ;  Corsica  1,  containing  three 
rooms  purchased  and  refitted  ;  Eldred,  3  ;  Gaskill,  1  ;  Heath,  3  ;  Knox,  2  ; 
M'Calmont,  3;  Oliver,  1;  Perry,  7  ;  Pine  Creek,  3;  Polk,  2;  Ringgold, 
1  ;  Rose,  2  ;  Snyder,  3 ;  Warsaw  t>,  one  with  two  rooms  for  a  graded 
school;  Washington,  2;  Winslow,  5;  Young,  4.  During  the  year  seven 
were  built,  as  follows:  Eldred,  1  ;  Knox,  1  ;  Perry,  1  ;  Snyder,  1  ;  Wash- 
ington, 1  ;  Winslow,  2.  Henderson,  Union  and  Porter  have  built  no  new 
houses  in  the  past  six  years  ;  they  are  very  much  needed.  All  the  houses  in 
Henderson  are  unfit,  four  in  Union  and  two  in  Porter ;  suitable,  Union  one, 
Porter  two  ;  Bell  has  all  good  houses  built  before  '69.  Those  directors 
whd»erected  good  school  houses  during  those  years  of  prosperity  that  are 
gone  by  acted  very  wisely ;  they  are  not  burdened  now  with  building  tax, 
whilst  those  who  have  neglected  to  build  until  all  the  houses  in  the  district 
are  unfit  and  money  scarce,  will  find  it  more  difficult  to  build  houses  and 
pay  for  them  now  than  it  would  have  been  five  years  ago.  Of  the  number 
of  houses  reported  as  unfit,  very  few  of  them  are  such  that  they  could  be 
repaired  or  made  convenient  and  comfortable,  better  to  build  new  ones 
than  to  expend  money  from  year  to  year  repairing.  The  Hurn  school 
house  in  Young  has  been  enclosed  with  a  good  board  fence  and  trees  plan- 
ted, this  is  the  first  to  be  fenced  in  the  county.  A  good  well  has  been  dug 
and  a  pump  put  in  it  at  the  Big  Run  school  house  to  supply  the  school  with 
water,  which  is  a  very  necessary  accommodation  at  every  school  house — 
plenty  of  good  water.  Many  of  the  houses  have  been  supplied  with  proper 
outbuildings,  and  all  are  supplied  with  suitable  coal  houses. 

Schools. — Nearly  all  the  schools  in  the  county  made  excellent  progress. 
The  order  and  discipline  of  our  schools  now  are  generally  very  good. 
There  has  been  but  little  corporal  punishment  used.  Our  teachers  mostly 
govern  by  the  laws  of  kindness  and  humanity,  and  maintain  good  order  in 
the  school  room  by  finding  work  for  their  pupils  to  do,  and  requiring  them 
to  do  it  well.  The  attendance  was  about  equal  to  that  of  other  years  ;  it 
no  doubt  would  have  been  much  better  had  it  not  been  for  the  prevalence  of 
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the  measles  all  uver  the  count}-  ;  almost  all  the  schools  were  closed  for  two 
or  three  weeks  for  this  reason,  and  even  then  the  attendance  was  very  small 
for  some  time. 

I'cachers. — Teachers,  with  very  few  exceptions,  labored  very  earnestly 
and  faithfully  in  their  schools.  The  great  majority  of  our  teachers  are  live, 
enthusiastic  workers  for  good,  and  will  compare  very  favorably  with  the 
teachers  of  other  counties.  They  are  generally  men  and  women  of  excel- 
lent and  unsullied  character.  Many  of  them  open  their  schools  with  prayer 
and  other  devotional  exercises,  and  all  read  the  Bible  in  their  schools.  .  I  do 
not  know  a  teacher  in  the  county  that  is  known  to  use  intoxicating  liquors. 
"They  that  minister  to  angels  should  be  pure."  "Children  are  truly 
angels  of  earth.''  Many  of  the  teachers  have  made  very  rapid  progress  in 
their  knowledge  of  the  common  school  branches,  and  also  in  methods  of 
instruction.  I  regret,  however,  to  say  that  so  few  of  them  read  the  Penn- 
sylvania School  Journal.  Every  teacher  and  director  should  read  the 
School  Journal — official  organ  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  his  or  her 
State. 

Directors. — We  have  many  good,  honest  workers  who  are  laboring  faith- 
fully and  honestly  for  the  best  interests  and  promotion  of  the  cause  of  our 
common  schools,  and  spend  their  time  and  means,  too,  in  discharging  their 
various  duties  as  directors  ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  have  a  few  '  'croakers/' 
who' intrude  themselves  into  position  as  directors,  for  personal  motives,  to 
secure  some  favored  locality  with  a  school,  or  some  friend  with  a  position 
as  teacher,  or  to  keep  salaries  low  and  taxes  low,  and  who  are  always  com- 
plaining that  they  get  nothing  for  their  services  as  directors,  and  conse- 
quently are  dead  weights  on  the  wheels  of  progress.     "  The  very  best  men 
should  be  selected  for  directors,"  as  upon  their  work  depends  much  of  the 
excellence  in  the  working  of  the  common  school  system.     Salaries  were 
reduced  a  little  in  almost  all  the  districts,  owing  to  the  panic  in  money 
matters.     Some  boards  of  directors  grade  salaries  according  to  the  grade 
of  certificates  and  success  in  teaching.     This  is  right  and  is  placing  a  pre- 
mium on  qualification  and  success,  and  giving  preference  to  merit  alone. 
In  some  districts  the  salaries  are  always  low — from  $20  to  $25 — and  the 
teaching  is  low,  and  the  interest  iu  education  is  low,  and  lowness  kills 
everything  of  good  pertaining  to  the  schools.     "  Good  teachers  are  the 
cheapest,  even  at  high  salaries,  and  poor  ones  are  the  dearest,  at  any  salary 
at  all." 

Work  done  by  the  Superintendent. — Twenty-three  public  examinations 
-were  held,  at  which  about  three  hundred  teachers  were  examined  ;  but  a 
few  were  rejected.  The  number  receiving  certificates  was  greatly  in  excess 
of  the  number  required  to  supply  the  schools.  This  could  not  well  be 
avoided,  as  it  was  not  known  who  would  be  employed  until  after  the  exam- 
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ination.  The  grade  of  certificates  has  been  kept  so  as  to  make  the  required 
distinction  between  those  well  qualified  and  those  poorly  qualified. 

Visitations  were  commenced  in  November  and  continued  till  April.  The 
schools  in  summer  were  visited  in  July  and  August.  About  two  hundred 
visits  were  made  in  all.  Only  a  few  schools  were  not  visited,  and  these 
were  generally  closed  when  I  reached  the  district,  having  commenced  sooner 
than  the  others  in  the  district.  I  was  accompanied  by  some  of  the  direc- 
tors of  almost  every  district  in  making  these  visits.  There  are  but  few 
boards  of  directors  that  comply  with  the  law  in  this  respect.  That  is  "  visit 
the  schools  of  the  district  by  at  least  one  of  their  number  once  in  each 
month."  I  know  from  observation,  both  as  a  teacher  and  Superintendent, 
that  much  life  and  energy  can  be  infused  into  schools  by  visits  from  intelli- 
gent directors  and  parents.  In  visitations,  examinations  and  other  official 
duties,  I  traveled  about  eighteen  hundred  miles,  wrote  two  hundred  letters 
officially,  spent  about  two  hundred  and  thirty  days  in  official  duties,  hold- 
ing County  Institute,  distributing  dociunents,  forwarding  annual  district 
reports,  and  counseled  teachers,  directors  and  citizens.  This  comprises 
the  summary  of  my  official  duties. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  Brookville,  commencing  October  19, 
1874,  and  was  in  session  five  days  Prof.  Robert  Curry,  Deput}T  State 
Superintendent,  spent  three  days  and  evenings  with  us,  giving  much  very 
profitable  instruction,  and  speaking  man}?-  kind  words  of  cheer  and  comfort 
whilst  with  us.  May  he  ever  have  the  good  wishes  and  kind  respects  of 
those  whom  he  so  pleasantly  encourages  with  his  words  of  counsel  and 
commendation.  Mrs.  Emma  Garfield  Martin,  the  excellent  instructress  in 
elocution,  gave  very  profitable  and  interesting  instruction  in  elocution. 
Prof.  D.  S.  Pullen,  now  of  Punxsutawny,  late  of  Allegheny  county,  gave 
varied  and  extensive  instruction  in  that  beautiful  art  of  arts — "Penman- 
ship." He  has  been  eminently  successful  as  a  teacher  of  penmanship  and 
an  institute  instructor.  Rev.  A.  B.  Fields,  Hon.  W.  P.  Jenks,  Prof  J.  H. 
Hughes,  T.  B.  Galbraith,  J.  T.  Kelso  and  others,  done  much  for  the  benefit 
of  the  institute  in  their  valuable  instructions.  The  number  of  teachers 
present  was  much  larger  than  any  previous  institute  in  the  county.  About 
one  hundred  and  five  teachers  were  present,  and  a  great  many  citizens,  and 
but  comparatively  few  directors  were  present.  I  earnestly  feel  grateful  to 
all  who  labored  so  earnestly  to  make  this  institute  profitable  and  interesting 
as  it  was,  and  as  its  work  has  shown  in  the  fields  of  labor  of  many  teach- 
ers since  they  attended  the  institute. 

Conclusion. — In  retiring  from  the  Superintendency  of  this  county,  I  can 
truly  say  that  I  have  labored  earnestly  and  faithfully  to  perform  well  the 
many  duties  of  the  office  for  the.  best  interests  and  promotion  of  the  com- 
mon schools  of  our  county.     I  have  been  much  aided  and  encouraged  by 
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our  worthy  State  Superintendent,  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  and  his  assis- 
tants, at  the  Department,  with  their  counsel  and  instruction  from  time  to 
time.  I  have  also  received  much  encouragement  and  assistance  from  the 
professional  men  of  the  county,  from  editors,  teachers,  directors  and  citi- 
zens, to  all  of  whom  I  tender  my  most  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks,  and  for 
whom  I  shall  always  cherish  the  fondest  memories.  To  the  generous  and 
noble-hearted  people  of  the  county  who  have  treated  me  so  kindly  and  re- 
spectfully whilst  laboring  amongst  them,  I  tender  my  most  sincere  thanks, 
and  shall  ever  feel  grateful  to  them,  and  their  memories  shall  be  fond  recol- 
lections for  their  many  acts  of  kindness. 
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School  Houses. — Three  new  houses  were  erected  last  summer,  one  in  Mil- 
ford,  one  in  Delaware,  and  one  in  Walker.  They  are  good  substantial 
brick  buildings,  neatly  finished  and  furnished  with  Gothic  desks.  There 
is  a  marked  improvement  in  school  house  architecture.  More  attention  is 
paid  to  comfort,  convenience  and  style.  There  are  still  about  twenty-five 
houses  so  poor  that  they  should  give  place  to  new  ones  at  once,  and  some 
that  should  be  repaired  and  reseated.  It  is  the  very  best  economy  to  have 
school  houses  and  grounds  in  good  condition.  A  neat  comfortable  house 
has  a  beneficial  influence  on  the  school,  the  attendance  and  progress  of 
pupils  is  usually  good  where  the  house  is  good,  because  competent  teach- 
ers generally  avoid  poor  school  houses. 

Schools. — There  are  fifteen  graded  schools  in  the  county  located  as  fol- 
lows :  Mifflintown,  4 — one  more  needed  ;  Patterson,  3 — one  more  needed  ; 
Port  Ro}ral,  2 — one  more  needed  ;  Waterford,  2  ;  M'Alisterville,  2  ;  and 
Thompsontown,  2.  Graded  schools  should  be  established  at  Richfield, 
Oakland,  East  Salem,  Free  Spring,  Centreville,  Mexico,  Johnstown,  Acade- 
mia  and  M'Coytown. 

In  his  report  for  1866,  Dr.  Wickersham  said  "every  locality  iu  the  State 
where  seventy-five  pupils  can  be  conveniently  brought  together  ought  to 
have  its  graded  school.  Iu  no  other  way  can  the  system  piovide  for  its 
own  expansion  or  supply  itself  with  a  full  corps  of  professional  teachers." 
At  each  of  the  above  named  places,  and  perhaps  at  others,  over  "seventy- 
five  pupils  can  be  conveniently  brought  together."  Monroe,  Susquehanna, 
Greenwood,  Lack  aud  Tuscarora  townships  stand  much  in  need  of  graded 
or  central  high  schools.  If  advancement  is  expected  the  work  of  grading 
must  not  be  longer  neglected. 

Course  of  Study. — A  graded  course  of  study  was  prepared  and  the  atten 
tion  of  directors  and  teachers  called  to  the  necessity  of  the  adoption  and 
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use  of  such  a  course.  It  would  systematize  the  work  of  teaching,  and 
secure  proper  attention  to  each  branch  of  study  required  to  be  taught  in 
■the  common  schools. 

Teachers. — Our  teachers  as  a  body  are  active  and  earnest  in  the  work  ; 
many  of  them  are  trying  to  improve  in  scholarship  and  methods  of  teach- 
ing ;  there  is  a  growing  disposition  among  them  to  seek  normal  prepara- 
tion for  their  calling,  yet  some  lack  the  spirit  of  the  progressive  teacher 
and  should  leave  the  profession.  Our  best  teachers  are  poorly  paid.  "We 
must  remunerate  competent  teachers  liberally  if  we  wish  them  to  devote 
their  lives  and  energies  to  the  profession  of  teaching  to  rear  up  good  citi- 
zens for  the  county.  That  education  promotes  virtue  and  independence 
and  lessens  crime  and  pauperism  are  facts  patent  to  all,  hence  it  is  better 
policy  to  pay  good  teachers  than  to  maintain  prisons  and  poor-houses. 

County  Institute. — The  County  Institute,  one  of  the  most  successful  ever 
held  in  the  county,  convened  in  the  Methodist  church,  Mifflintown,  Decem- 
ber 14th.  Instructions  in  elocution,  mental  philosophy,  physiology,  the 
common  branches  and  methods  of  teaching  were  given  by  Prof.  J.  W. 
Shoemaker,  Prof.  Robt.  Curry,  Dr.  D.  D.  Stone,  Dr.  R.  Cisna,  Prof.  S. 
Wright,  D.  Wilson,  A.  M.,  Dr.  T.  L.  Griswold  and  others.  Ninety-three 
of  the  actual  teachers  of  the  county  attended,  a  majority  of  whom  took  an 
active  part,  and  manifested  great  interest  in  the  exercises.  Consequently 
they  returned  to  their  work  with  broader  views  of  education,  and  clearer 
perceptions  of  the  nature  of  mind  and  of  the  laws  of  mental  development. 
A  directors'  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday  afternoon.  The  attendance 
of  citizens  was  large.  The  County  Institute  is  becoming  more  popular  and 
more  effective  in  its  workings  and  influence  every  year.  Local  institutes 
were  held  at  Richfield,  Johnstown  and  M' Coy  town. 

Examinations  and  visits. — Twenty  examinations  were  held.  A  very 
decided  improvement  was  noted  in  the  qualifications  of  a  number  of  ap- 
plicants. I  am  sorry  to  state  that  it  is  still  necessary,  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  applicants,  to  grant  certificates  to  some  who  are  poorly  qualified,  and  I 
have  reason  to  fear  that  such  will  be  the  case  so  long  as  low  salaries  aie 
paid  and  short  terms  exist.  Our  schools  will  not  prosper  as  they  should, 
.until  the  time  comes  when  all  incompetent  applicants  may  be  rejected.  Two 
hundred  and  twenty  visits  were  made.  All  the  schools  except  three  were 
•visited  twice,  and  some  three  times.  In  a  majority  of  the  schools  good 
progress  was  made  during  the  winter.  The  attendance  was  generally  bet- 
tter.thao  heretofore.  The  Bible  was  read  in  all  the  schools.  May  the  charac- 
ters o.f'all  our  youth  be  formed  in  accordance  with  the  teachings  of  its  di- 
vine precepts. 

IThe  Pennsylvania  School  Journal,  oue  of  the  best  and  most  influential 
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educational  periodicals  published,  circulates  all  over  the  count}',  and  is 
silently  doing  a  good  work  in  the  field  of  education. 

Conclusion. — The  cause  of  education  is  advancing.  Progress  is  being 
made  slowly,  yet  surely.  Obstacles  in  the  way  of  improvement  are  being 
gradually  removed.  The  indications  for  the  future  are  favorable,  and  the 
friends  of  education  have  reason  to  feel  encouraged.  Although  business 
is  depressed  in  all  its  departments,  and  the  times  are  unusually  dull,  boards 
of  directors  are  preparing  to  build,  and  teachers  are  qualifying  themselves 
to  teach.  Many  things  were  mentioned  in  my  previous  reports  which  it  is 
not  necessary  to  refer  to  here,  but  they  will  be  found  in  my  statistical 
report. 

I  thank  the  editors  of  the  county  press,  directors,  teachers  and  citizens 
of  the  county,  for  many  acts  of  kindness,  and  hope  that  under  the  superin- 
tendency  of  my  successor  in  office,  Mr.  J.  M.  Garman,  the  cause  of  com- 
mon school  education  may  prosper  in  Juniata. 
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The  condition  of  the  schools  during  the  school  year  just  closed  was,  in 
the  main,  satisfactory.  Careful  observation  shows  that  they  are  more  effec- 
tive, are  better  supported,  and  are  valued  more  highly  each  succeeding 
year.  In  some  of  the  northern  districts,  where,  formerly,  much  opposition 
existed,  not  only  against  the  public  school,  but  against  education,  there  are 
now  many  good  schools,  well  supported,  and  several  first-class  country 
schools,  whilst  the  school  sentiment  is  making  itself  felt,  and  generally  car- 
ries the  day  against  all  opposition. 

The  new  houses  in  this  section  of  the  country,  erected  year  after  year, 
are  as  good  and  as  well  furnished  as  are  the  new  houses  in  the  districts 
which,  in  the  past,  were  considered  the  most  progressive.  Indeed,  so 
marked  has  been  the  progress  in  all  respects  in  many  of  the  northern  dis- 
tricts, that  some  of  them  are  on  an  equality  with  those  districts  which  take 
high  rank  in  the  county.  In  general,  the  people  of  this  county  are  more 
favorable  to  the  public  school  and  to  liberal  education  at  the  present,  than 
they  were  in  the  past.  Teachers'  salaries  are  advancing,  not  high  enough 
nor  rapidly  enough,  it  is  true  ;  terms  are  lengthening  somewhat ;  there  is  a 
growing  demand  for  first-class  teachers,  and  a  disposition  to  grade,  organize 
and  supervise  the  schools  more  closely  than  was  customary  in  the  past. 

The  school  board  of  Columbia  borough,  acting  with  commendable  enter- 
prise and  wisdom,  has  elected  a  superintendent  of  its  own  for  the  ensuing 
three  years.  By  this  action  this  progressive  borough  has  left  the  city  of 
Lancaster  in  the  rear,  so  far  as  supervision  of  schools  is  concerned.     But 
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Lancaster  city,  too,  is  mating  in  school  matters.  A  fine,  new,  high  school 
building,  second  in  style,  comfort  and  convenience  to  none  in  the  State, 
will  be  built  this  summer.  After  the  completion  of  this  much  needed  build- 
ing, we  confidently  look  for  other  improvements  in  school  matters,  and 
hope  that  before  another  year  has  passed,  Lancaster  city  will,  like  Columbia 
borough,  have  a  close  supervision  of  its  schools  by  a  competent  city  super- 
intendent. 

If  attendance  of  teachers  at  the  County  Institute  be  an  indication  of  pro- 
fessional spirit,  and  attendance  of  the  people  at  the  sessions  of  the  Institute 
be  an  indication  of  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  education,  then  Lancaster  county 
has  reason  not  only  to  be  gratified,  but  to  be  proud,  that  its  teachers  dis- 
play so  much  professional  spirit,  and  its  people  so  much  interest  in  the 
question  of  education.  Prof.  B.  G.  Northrop,  an  instructor  of  great  expe- 
rience, said  that  our  last  County  Institute  was  the  largest  he  ever  saw  in 
America. 

The  County  Institute  has  a  highly  beneficial  effect  upon  school  affairs. 
It  strengthens  and  develops  school  sentiment,  and  aids  school  officers  and 
teachers  in  so  many  ways  that  we  would  not  willingly  give  it  up. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  working  up  to  the  professional  standard. 
Teachers  must  make  an  earnest,  steady  and  successful  effort  in  order  to 
receive  a  professional  certificate  in  this  county.  They  are  required  to  pass 
a  thorough  examination  in  the  branches  named  in  the  certificate,  and  must 
have  a  fair  knowledge  of  English  literature  and  composition.  Success  in 
teaching,  and  a  good,  moral  character,  are  absolutely  required.  The  grade  of 
the  provisional  certificate  has  been  raised  somewhat.  More  is  required  in 
language  than  formerly.  Teachers  are  examined  in  language  and  compo- 
sition, and  are  required  to  teach  the  same.  Much  of  the  grammar  taught 
in  our  schools  is  of  little  practical  value.  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  modes  of  instruction  in  language  in  vogue  in  our  schools  for  some 
time  have  not  produced  the  results  which  we  desire,  or  which  will  be  most 
beneficial  to  the  pupils  after  they  have  left  the  schools.  Nine-tenths  of 
those  who  study  grammar  leave  the  schools  without  any  definite  ideas  con- 
cerning the  practical  use  of  the  language,  as  exemplified  in  letters,  notes, 
business  papers,  and  other  things  of  a  similar  practical  and  useful  charac- 
ter. They  can  "  recite  "  glibly,  the  lesson  concerning  the  infinitive  mood, 
the  case  absolute,  and  the  double  relative,  and  yet  cannot  tell  what  rule  or 
principle  of  the  language  is  violated  in  the  sentence,  *'  The  lion  seeks  its 
prey,"  or  "  The  teacher  bade  John  and  I  study  our  lessons."  Of  letter 
writing  they  know  nearly  nothing,  whilst  of  the  mechanical  execution  and 
arrangement  of  the  parts  and  of  the  address  they  are  disgracefully  ignorant. 
The  teachers,  even,  are  deficient  here — inexcusably  and  disgracefully  defi- 
cient.    Nor  is  this  deficiency  confined  to  provisional  teachers  only  ;  many 
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graduates  of  colleges  and  Normal  schools  are  in  the  same  disgraceful  plight. 
These  are  the  results  of  defective  teaching.  We  must  do  better  work  in 
this  particular.  We  must  give  more  attention  to  teaching  English  compo- 
sition, must  give  much  more  drill  in  the  practical  use  of  the  language,  both 
spoken  and  written.  After  this  has  been  properly  done,  grammar,  as  the 
science  of  the  language,  can  be  studied  with  pleasure  and  profit.  In  view 
of  the  weakness  in  language,  as  indicated  above,  I  am  advising  my  teachers 
to  take  a  new  departure  in  teaching  language  to  the  majority  of  the  pupils 
in  the  common  ungraded  school.  Each  teacher  is  advised  to  use  a  work 
on  language  lessons,  and  also  Prof.  Westlake's  treatise  on  punctuation  and 
letter  writing.  Wherever  these  have  been  used,  good  results  have  been 
secured,  and  we  confidently  expect  that  all  our  schools  will  be  greatly  bene- 
fited by  their  judicious  use. 

Our  teachers  are  in  earnest  and  are  doing  the  best  they  can  for  their 
schools.  But  so  many  of  them  are  young  and  inexperienced  that  it  is  a 
wonder  more  failures  do  not  occur.  Much  time  and  labor  is  wasted  by 
inexperienced  teachers,  but  it  is  not  because  they  do  not  care  but  because 
they  do  not  yet  know  how  to  work  effectively,  and  have  no  one  to  advise 
them.  If  they  had  some  competent  person  to  advise  and  instruct  them, 
and  frequently  inspect  their  practice  of  teaching,  they  would,  in  most 
cases,  do  well.  But,  as  the  schools  are  now  managed,  there  is  a  very  great 
waste  of  time,  labor  and  money,  yet  the  people  do  not  seem  to  appreciate 
the  fact  as  they  should.  As  soon  as  they  do  properly  appreciate  wise  man- 
agement in  school  affairs,  as  they  do  in  other  things,  will  the  schools  take 
that  high  position  and  become  such  mighty  influence  for  the  good  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  of  the  nation,  as  the  founders  of  the  system  designed 
they  should.  Many  of  our  people  think  that  employing  superintendents 
would  be  unwise  economy,  and  that  they  are  saving  money  by  not  employ- 
ing any.  This  is  a  mistake,  and  as  our  people  become  more  intelligent 
they  will  admit  that  it  is  a  mistake  and  will  correct  it.  The  great  law  of 
compensation  holds  here  as  well  as  elsewhere,  for  what  they  save  in  money 
is  lost,  tenfold,  to  their  children,  in  defective  training  and  imperfect  and 
scanty  education. 

There  are  some  tilings  which  have  operated  unfavorably  upon  the  schools 
ever  since  the  system  has  been  in  operation.  Prominent  amongst  these 
are  the  following :  The  salaries  of  competent  teachers  are  too  low.  They 
cannot  afford  to  continue  in  the  work.  The  salaries  fluctuate  too  much  in 
the  wrong  direction.  This  discourages  teachers.  I  know  some  men  and 
women  who  have  given  their  best  thoughts  to  teaching, — who,  when  they 
have  been  best  fitted  ior  the  work  by  long  experience,  have  been  subjected 
to  the  mortification,  to  say  nothing  of  the  hardship  and  injustice,  of  hav- 
ing their  salaries   reduced  five    dollars  per  month,  when  they  were  too 
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low  before.  Teachers  have  no  feeling  of  security  in  their  positions. 
They  are  removed  for  slight  and  insufficient  causes.  Favoritism  prevails 
in  some  places  and  teachers  are  appointed  and  paid  on  some  basis  other 
than  merit.  School  boards  not  receiving  any  pay  for  their  services  and 
frequently  so  shabbily  and  meanly  treated  by  some  of  their  constituents, 
who  refuse  to  allow  them  sufficient  funds  to  pay  for  their  necessary  expen- 
ses at  meetings  of  the  board  for  public  service,  unrequited,  are  not  dis- 
posed to  exert  themselves  in  adopting  rules  and  regulations  necessary  for 
the  success  of  the  schools  School  grounds  are  not  cared  for,  school  pro- 
perty is  injured  and  destroyed,  and  utter  demoralization  soon  reigns  in 
the  school.  If  all  boards  were  as  careful  and  particular  about  these  school 
regulations  as  the  law  intends  they  should  be,  it  would  be  much  better 
for  the  schools  and  for  the  teachers.  The  obstacles  mentioned  above,  are 
the  most  serious  we  have  to  meet  in  this  county.  How  to  remove  them 
is  a  difficult  question,  and  one  which  will  require  some  time  for  its  complete 
solution. 

I  am  but  paying  a  just  and  deserved  tribute  to  Franklin  and  Marshall 
college,  and  to  the  Millersville  State  Normal  school,  when  I  say,  that  their 
influence  has  done  very  much  to  elevate  the  grade  of  our  schools,  to  stim- 
ulate our  teachers  to  make  greater  efforts  for  their  own  advancement,  and 
to  strengthen  and  develop,  everywhere  in  our  county,  a  sentiment  in  favor 
of  liberal  education  and  scholastic  culture. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY— W.  N.  Aiken. 

Our  schools  during  the  past  year  did  well  and  gave  satisfaction  generally. 
The  interest  shown  by  directors  and  patrons  is  better  than  in  former  years, 
and  we  feel  encouraged  to  state  that  our  educational  interests  are  still  pro- 
gressing. The  work  goes  on  steadily  but  surely.  There  appears  to  be  an 
increased  desire  among  the  people  to  secure  good  teachers  and  pay  moi'e 
liberal  salaries  for  well  qualified  teachers.  More  interest  is  shown  by  the 
people  iu  the  location  and  surroundings  of  our  school  houses  than  in  former 
years.  Every  year  more  attention  is  given  to  this,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
we  have  better  houses  built,  and  furnished  in  more  modern  style. 

Houses. — Four  houses  were  built  during  the  year  in  the  following  dis- 
tricts :  Two  in  Slippery  Rock,  one  in  Pulaski,  and  one  in  Washington. 
These  are  all  frame  buildings,  large  and  well  finished,  and  three  of  them 
seated  with  furniture  of  improved  pattern.  Most  of  the  houses  built  have 
lots  of  at  least  half  an  acre,  and  also  the  necessary  outbuildings.  Seven 
houses  have  been  re-seated  with  improved  furniture — three  in  Newcastle, 
two  in  Union,  one  in  North  Beaver,  and  one  in  Shenango.     In  Newcastle 
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eighteen  roams  were  rc-seated,  and  other  improvements  in  the  buildings 
made.. 

Institute. — Our  County  Institute  was  better  attended  than  usual.  We 
had  more  teachers  in  attendance  and  better  interest  manifested  than  in  pre- 
vious years,  although  our  attendance  has  always  been  good.  The  instruc- 
tion given  was  practical  and  adapted  to  the  wants  of  our  teachers.  Lectures 
on  educational  topics  were  delivered  in  the  evening  sessions  during  the 
week,  and  were  well  attended  by  the  citizens. 

The  instructors  and  lecturers  were  Prof.  W.  W.  Woodruff,  Mrs.  Anna 
Randall  Diehl,  Dr.  E.  T.  Jefl'ers,  Rev.  J.  M.  Mealy,  and  Rev.  Alexander 
Clark.  A  number  of  directors  attended  some  of  the  sessions  of  the  In- 
stitute. 

Educational  Meetings. — Five  educational  meetings  were  held  in  different 
parts  of  the  county  during  the  time  our  schools  were  in  session.  These 
meetings  were  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  citizens,  and  many  took 
an  active  part  in  the  discussion  of  questions  relating  to  the  successful  work- 
ing of  our  schools.  These  meetings,  wherever  held,  have  awakened  a 
greater  interest  in  school  matters,  and  will,  no  doubt,  produce  good  results. 
The  meetings  in  New  Bedford  and  Princeton  were  each  continued  two  days, 
the  schools  were  closed,  and  the  teachers  allowed  the  time  for  attending. 

Visitations. — The  visitation  of  schools  received  its  full  share  of  time  and 
attention.  All  the  schools  were  visited  except  one,  which  was  not  in  ses- 
sion when  visiting  in  the  vicinity.  A  number  was  visited  twice.  Two 
schools  were  visited  each  day. 

Few  improvements  in  apparatus,  such  as  maps,  globes  and  charts,  have 
been  made  since  my  last  report.  Many  of  our  schools  are  in  need  of  such 
helps,  and  directors  ought  to  furnish  them,  and  then  see  that  they  are  pro- 
perly used  by  the  teacher.  Teachers  do  not  always  use  to  advantage  what 
apparatus  they  have. 

Music  and  Penmanship  have  been  taught  in  the  Second  ward  schools, 
Newcastle,  for  a  number  of  years,  by  experienced  instructors,  and  with 
gratifying  results.  Singing,  as  a  daily  exercise,  is  practiced  in  most  of  the 
schools,  but  in  few  the  principles  of  the  science  are  taught. 

Work  Done. — Tweoty-scven  examinations  were  held,  at  which  two  hun- 
dred aud  seventy-two  applicants  were  examined,  two  hundred  and  nineteen 
provisional  and  four  professional  certificates  were  granted.  Seventy-nine 
of  those  examined  had  never  taught;  forty-six  were  rejected.  Institute  of 
five  days  was  held,  and  I  attended  two  of  neighboring  counties. 

Five  educational  meetings  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county; 
made  two  hundred  and  sixty  visits  to  schools,  each  visit  averaging  one  and 
two-third  hours. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  directors,  teachers  and  all  friends  of  education,  for 
their  aid  and  co-operation. 
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LEBANON   COUNTY— Cyrus  Boukk. 

With  an  experience  of  only  five  months  in  the  duties  of  superintendent, 
it  would  be  regarded  presumptuous  to  present  a  long  report.  Ilowever 
much  we  might  be  inclined  to  enlarge  upon  the  wants  of  our  schools  and 
the  necessity  for  improved  methods  of  teaching,  we  will  forbear  to  enter 
into  particulars.  Our  successor  will  have  a  better  opportunity  for  suggest- 
ing and  effecting  improvements. 

While  visiting,  we  tried,  by  observation  and  examination,  to  ascertain 
the  methods  of  instruction  in  use.  Most  of  these  we  would  unhesitatingly 
pronounce  defective  ;  yet  we  found  some  examples  of  good  teaching  in  nearly 
every  township.  Generally,  where  music,  penmanship  and  drawing  were 
well  taught,  we  found  the  schools  better  conducted  in  all  other  respects 
than  where  these  branches  are  neglected.  We  hope  the  time  will  soon 
come  when  both  music  and  drawing  will  be  a  part  of  our  common  school 
course.  Upon  us,  however,  the  duty,  of  either  suggesting  or  attempting 
any  radical  changes,  did  not  seem  to  devolve.  We  rather  tried  to  walk  in 
the  footsteps  of  our  predecessor,  whose  term  of  office  we  were  appointed 
to  complete.  Much  of  the  bad  teaching,  alluded  to  above,  proceeded  from 
teachers  who  were  allowed  to  enter  the  profession  too  young.  Schools  are 
still  entrusted  to  boys  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age.  We  fear  that 
wherever  this  is  done,  there  is  no  proper  appreciation  of  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  teacher ;  or  else  other  motives  than  those  of  public  welfare  had 
a  controlling  effect. 

The  number  of  schools  having  sufficient  grounds  is  very  small.  In  many 
cases,  the  buildings,  small  as  they  are,  cover  more  than  half  of  the  ground. 
Frequently  they  stand  on  the  very  edge  of  the  public  road.  Here  is  a  field 
for  reform  to  which  directors  may  well  bestow  more  attention.  How  much 
dignity  and  honor  would  be  added  to  the  school  work,  if  the  buildings  were 
properly  located,  and  the  grounds  amply  enlarged  and  improved. 

Posterity  could  then  keep  green  the  memory  of  those  whose  wisdom 
planned  and  whose  liberality  executed  such  improvements.  Might  not  the 
State  consider  delinquency  in  providing  buildings  where  the  health  and 
comfort  of  pupils  can  be  secured,  as  good  a  reason  for  withholding  its  ap- 
propriation, as  is  the  fact  of  employing  teachers  without  a  legal  certificate  ? 
What  is  to  be  respected  must  be  respectable  ;  what  is  to  be  admired  must 
be  beautiful ;  and  what  is  to  refine  and  elevate  must  itself  be  raised  out  of 
the  mud  of  the  highway. 

Ventilation  demands  more  attention  than  it  receives.  The  best  methods 
of  securing  pure  air  in  the  school  room  seem  to  be  but  little  understood. 
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And  yet  nothing  more  quickly  unfits  botli  teacher  and  pupils  for  their  du- 
ties than  impure  air. 

From  the  statistical  report  it  will  be  seen  that  I  visited  all  the  schools 
except  two.     These  had  closed  their  doors  before  I  could  reach  them. 

Many  of  the  directors  showed  their  public  spirit,  by  accompanying  me 
in  my  visits,  thus  removing  the  difficulties  of  a  "stranger  in  a  strange 
country,"  and  by  taking  a  lively  interest  in  the  examination  of  the  schools. 

MajT  the  good  work  go  on. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— J.  0.  Khatjss. 

The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  encouraging  and  substan- 
tial progress  in  the  public  schools  of  this  county,  as  may  be  apparent  by 
the  accompanying  statistical  report  and  by  the  facts  stated  below. 

Houses. — Eleven  new  houses  were  erected,  as  follows  :  Hanover,  one  ; 
Lynn,  one  ;  Upper  Macungie,  two  ;  Lower  Macungie,  one  ;  Upper  Mil- 
ford,  two  ;  Upper  Saucon,  one  ;  Whitehall,  one  ;  South  Whitehall,  one. 
Three  of  these,  one  in  Lynn,  one  in  Upper  Milford,  one  in  Whitehall, 
formed  new  sub-districts.  Seven  are  built  of  brick,  three  of  stone  and  one 
is  frame.  All  are  good  substantial  buildings,  two  however,  the  one  at 
Trexlertown,  the  other  at  Alburtis,  deserve  special  mention.  They  are 
both  good  two  story  brick  buildings,  each  having  three  rooms — two  on  the 
first  story  and  one  on  the  second  ;  the  ceiling  of  each  room  is  twelve  feet 
high.  The  lower  rooms  of  the  Trexlertown  house  should,  however,  be  a 
little  larger,  nevertheless,  it  makes  an  excellent  appearance.  The  house  at 
Alburtis  is  54x40  feet  and  has  large  rooms,  with  the  upper  story  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  admit  of  being  easily  divided  into  two  rooms  when  needed. 
The  entrances  to  the  different  rooms  are  entirely  separate,  so  that  while 
passing  in  and  out,  the  scholars  of  the  different  rooms  do  not  come  in  con- 
tact with  each  other.  The  rooms  in  both  houses  are  supplied  with  closets 
for  clothing  and  baskets.  These  buildings  are  an  ornament  to  the  above 
towns  and  communities,  and  an  honor  to  the  school  boards  of  the  two  Ma- 
cungies  under  whose  direction  they  were  erected.  Steeples  and  bells,  paid 
for  with  money  raised  by  private  subscription  and  entertainments,  were 
added  to  these,  as  well  as  to  the  new  houses  erected  in  South  Whitehall, 
Lower  Milford,  Zionsville,  in  Upper  Milford,  and  West  Bethlehem. 

All  the  houses  reported  last  year  as  "  unfit  for  use,"  except  one,  were 
either  repaired  or  replaced  by  new  ones.  Experience  has  shown  that  it  is 
poor  economy  to  repair,  especially  when  houses  are  poor,  too  small  and 
otherwise  defective.  In  such  cases  it  is  economy  to  tear  down  the  old  ones 
and  build  large  substantial  houses  in  their  place.     Some  districts  make  a 
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mistake  in  not  commencing  the  work  of  building  earlier  in  the  season. 
Several  of  the  houses  built  last  summer  were  not  completed  in  time  and 
were  occupied  by  the  schools  before  the  plastering  and  paint  were  dry,  to 
the  great  injury  of  the  health  of  children  and  teacher.  When  directors 
determine  to  build,'  they  should  put  the  work  under  contract  early  in  the 
summer  and  require  it  to  be  entirely  completed  at  least  a  month  before  the 
time  of  opening  the  schools.  Districts  having  poor  houses  that  are  unfit 
for  use,  would  do  well  to  build  one  every  year  to  avoid  being  compelled  to 
build  many  at  once. 

Grounds. — Our  directors,  as  a  rule,  are  careful  in  the  selection  of  suit- 
able school  sites,  but  in  two  many  cases  the  grounds  purchased  are  too 
small,  seldom  half  an  acre.  Grounds  of  sufficient  size,  as  defined  by  the 
school  department,  when  applied  to  school  grounds  in  the  country  is  in- 
tended to  mean  an  extent  of  at  least  half  an  acre. 

Furniture. — All  the  new  houses  but  one,  were  supplied  with  patent  fur- 
niture, and  twelve  other  rooms  were  refurnished — nine  with  patent  and 
three  with  good  board  desks.  Good  patent  desks  are,  all  things  considered, 
just  as  cheap  as  those  made  at  home  and  are  more  durable,  convenient  and 
beautiful,  and  more  comfortable  and  healthful.  A  few  schools  are  reported 
as  having  injurious  furniture.  In  these  the  seats  and  desks  are  too  high. 
Suitable  furniture,  as  defined  by  the  School  Department,  is  intended  to  mean 
desks  and  seats  of  some  approved  pattern,  adapted  to  the  size  of  pupils,  a 
neat  desk  and  chair  for  the  teacher,  a  few  extra  chairs  for  visitors,  seats 
for  recitations,  and  a  case  for  books  and  apparatus. 

Apparatus. — The  new  houses  in  Upper  Macungie,  Lower  Macungie, 
Whitehall,  South  Whitehall,  and  three  rooms  in  Slatington,  and  one  in 
Catasauqua,  were  supplied  with  slate  for  blackboard  use.  Though  a  little 
more  expensive  at  first,  slate  is  the  cheapest  in  the  end,  as  it  never  wears 
out.  1  would  like  to  see  it  used  in  as  many  schools  as  possible.  A  num- 
ber of  other  schools  received  additional  blackboard  surface,  and  others, 
were  repaired.     Lower  Milford  has  supplied  all  its  schools  with  new  globes. 

By  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  our  directors,  generally,  are  mindful  of 
the  necessity  of  good,  convenient  school  houses,  improved  furniture,  and 
good  blackboards.  There  are,  however,  several  districts  that  must  build  a 
number  of  houses  to  keep  up  with  the  progress  of  the  times ;  and  if  bet- 
ter care  is  not  exercised  in  other  districts  on  the  houses  and  furniture,  the- 
school  officers  must  expect  a  continuous  round  of  building  and  refurnishing. 
The  suggestions  on  this  subject,  given  by  State  Superintendent  Dr.  J.  P.. 
Wickersham  at  our  directors'  meeting,  during  institute  week,  last  Novem- 
ber, should  be  carried  out  by  every  school  board  and  in  every  particular, 
viz :  The  timely  and  judicious  repair  of  school  houses- — re-painting  them 
when  necessary,  having  some  one  employed  in  the  vicinity  of  each  school 
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house  as  their  agent,  to  take  care  of  the  house,  attend  to  the  incidental  re- 
pairs, and  take  charge  of  the  apparatus  of  the  school  during  vacation.  In 
large  districts  it  is  almost  impossible  for  directors  to  take  charge  of  these 
minor  details  in  person^ 

Teachers. — It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  Superintendent  to  raise  the  stand- 
ard of  the  schools,  and  in  consequence  he  was  obliged  to  gradually  raise 
the  standard  of  the  teachers  also,  and  exact  an  increasing  fitness  before 
licensing  them  to  teach.  This  requirement  was  nobly  responded  to  by  a 
large  number  of  our  teachers,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of  time  and  means — 
some  by  attending  institutions  of  learning,  others  by  private  study  and  at- 
tending educational  meetings,  and  thus  embracing  every  opportunity  for 
improvement  possible,  both  intellectually  and  professionally.  Another 
class  is  satisiied  with  present  attainments.  A  few  of  these  were  dropped 
from  the  list  last  year.  Others  may  have  to  follow  their  example.  A  few 
were  refused  certificates  for  want  of  professional  skill.  We  have  now  more 
teachers  attending  State  Normal  schools  and  other  institutions  of  learning 
than  ever  before.  A  few  failures  on  the  part  of  teachers  are  reported, 
nevertheless,  as  a  body  they  did  noble  work  and  deserve  the  thanks  of  the 
public.  Teachers  should  be  paid  according  to  scholarship  and  professional 
skill,  taking  into  consideration  also  the  size  of  the  school  and  the  nature  of 
the  work  to  be  performed  Justice  to  the  teacher  and  economy  demand 
this. 

Examinations. — Thirty-two  teachers'  examinations  were  held.  They  were 
attended  by  121  directors  and  about  500  citizens.  Two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-three applicants,  234  males  and  39  females  were  examined  ;  239  re- 
ceived provisional  certificates  with  an  average  grade  of  2.03.  Twenty- 
seven  were  rejected.  Applicants  for  professional  certificates  had  to  under- 
go a  special  examination,  and  were  requested  to  add  one  or  more  of  the 
higher  branches.  This  was  generally  complied  with,  and  seven  applicants 
received  said  certificate. 

Graded  Schools. — The  good  work  of  grading  schools  is  still  going  on, 
and  we  hope  it  may  not  end  until  all  the  schools  are  graded  wherever  prac- 
ticable. We  have  59  graded  schools,  of  which  10  were  graded  during  the 
year.     We  should  have  at  least  20  more. 

Institutes,  District,  Local  and  County. — Successful  district  institutes  were 
held  in  Coplay,  Heidelberg,  Lower  Milford,  Slatington  and  Weisenberg. 
Thirteen  local  institutes  were  held  by  the  Superintendent  in  different  parts 
of  the  county.  Each  continued  in  session  for  one  day  and  evening. 
Topics  pertaining  to  the  more  immediate  wants  of  the  schools  represented, 
having  mostly  reference  to  classification  and  methods  of  instruction,  were 
discussed.  The  meetings  were  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and 
citizens.     The  annual  institute  was  held  at  Allentown  during  the  first  week 
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of  November.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-four  teachers  were  in  attendance 
and  26  absent.  The  Superintendent  and  all  the  teachers  of  the  city  of 
Allentown  attended.  The  meeting  was  one  of  unusual  interest,  and,  no 
doubt,  of  considerable  profit  to  those  who  attended.  The  best  of  feeling 
and  harmony  prevailed  from  beginning  to  end.  Since  the  Superintendent 
must  hold  these  meetings  it  is  hoped  that  teachers  will  esteem  it  a  privi- 
lege to  attend,  and  that  no  law  compelling  attendance  will  ever  be  neces- 
sary in  this  county. 

Reports. — One  of  the  great  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  the  schools,  in  many 
cases,  is  a  lack  of  proper  classification.  In  some  schools  the  classification 
\o  high  and  unsystematic.  In  rural  districts,  and  to  a  great  extent  in 
the  graded  schools  of  towns,  this  matter  is  left  entirely  to  the  teacher. 
Another  obstacle  is  the  frequent  change  of  teachers.  To  obviate,  in  a 
measure,  this  difficulty,  a  "Classification  Report"  was  arranged  by  the  Su- 
perintendent and  a  copy  handed  to  each  teacher  who  is  to  fill  it  up,  at,  or 
near  the  close  of  the  term,  and  with  the  teachers'  monthly  report,  deposit 
it  with  the  secretary  till  the  commencement  of  the  next  term,  when  it  is 
to  be  handed  to  the  teacher,  who  can  see  at  a  glance  the  classification  of 
the  whole  school,  and  thus,  by  its  aid,  effect  the  classification  easily  and 
without  any  loss  of.  time.  In  some  districts,  teachers  reported  the  attend- 
ance, progress  and  conduct  of  their  pupils  to  the  parents  monthly,  by 
means'  of  reports.  Let  directors  and  teachers  see  that  their  schools  are  pro- 
perly classified,  and  the  work  of  the  teacher  will  be  lighter  and  the  school 
more  prosperous. 

Miscellaneous. — In  districts  having  a  five  or  six  months'  term,  schools 
should  be  opened  in  the  fall  early  enough  so  as  to  finish  the  term  in  the 
latter  part  of  March. 

More  attention  has  been  given  to  cleanliness  in  the  school  room,  to  de- 
corating walls  with  mottoes,  pictures  and  wreaths,  than  heretofore.  This 
gives  a  cheerful,  homelike  appearance  to  the  rooms.  Ventilation  was  also 
attended  to,  in  most  cases,  as  well  as  the  condition  of  the  houses  would 
permit.  Directors  should  see  to  it  that  the  school  rooms  are  in  good  trim 
before  the  schools  open  and  insist  on  proper  care  and  cleanliness  by  the 
teacher. 

We  need  more  uniformity  of  text-books  in  a  few  districts. 

The  average  salary  of  teachers  wras  slightly  increased  in  auumber  of  dis- 
tricts, but  considerably  in  Heidelberg,  Hokendauqua,  Lower  Milford,  Mil- 
lerstown,  Whitehall,  North  Whitehall  and  South  Whitehall. 

Vocal  music  is  taught  as  a  science  in  24  schools,  while  singing  is  prac- 
ticed in  nearly  all.     The  Bible  is  read  daily  in  all  the  schools  but  two. 

Schools  should  be  more  regularly  visited  by  school  directors  and  also 
more  frequently  by  parents. 
7  School  Rep. 
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1  visited  all  the  schools  once,  some  twice  and  others  three  times, — in  all 
I  made  346  visits  of  an  average  length  of  an  hour  and  a-half  each.  I  \\ ae 
accompanied  by  one  or  more  directors  to  almost  every  school  in  the  country. 
In  all,  80  directors  accompanied  me. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  who  assisted  me  in  my  labors  and  to  those  who 
gave  encouragement  to  the  cause  of  education 


LUZERNE  COUNTY— W.  A.  Campbell. 

In  submitting  this  m}'  third  annual  report,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
say  that  the  schools  of  Luzerne  county  are  progressing.  In  the  villages 
and  mining  districts  the  schools  are  in  good  condition.  The  terms  are  long 
enough,  the  buildings  are  good.  Some  apparatus  is  found  in  nearly  every 
school,  and  with  few  exceptions  competent  teachers  are  employed.  'Tis 
true  that  there  are  too  many  pupils  for  the  number  of  teachers  emploj^ed — 
that  in  some  districts  they  were  crowded  to  excess  during  the  long  suspen- 
sion. Yet  they  have  prospered.  The  schools  in  several  districts  were  con- 
tinued one  month  longer  than  contemplated  in  order  to  give  the  "  Breaker 
boys"  an  opportunity  to  atten  1.     This  is  very  commendable. 

The  scene  is  not  quite  so  fair  in  the  rural  districts,  where  two  term's,  board- 
ing around  and  frequent  changes  of  teachers,  are  yet  in  vogue.  There  is 
no  unity  in  their  operations,  as  each  teacher  is  a  law  unto  himself,  as  to 
what  shall  be  taught,  and  when  the  same  shall  be  commenced,  hence  every 
change  of  teachers  denotes  a  change  in  school  policy. 

In  order  to  counteract  this  evil  we  had  a  "  graded  course  of  study  for 
ungraded  schools"  printed  and  forwarded  to  many  secretaries,  with  the  re- 
quest to  paste  in  report  book,  and  to  see  that  it  was  adopted.  Wherever 
we  found  a  school  following  this  "course"  improvement  was  noticeable. 
But  we  have  reason  for  thinking  in  many  cases  it  was  looked  upon  as  a 
whim  or  some  "  new  fangled  notion,  calculated  to  disturb  the  hum-drum 
operations  of  the  good  old-time  schools. 

If  some  well  prepared  course  of  study  were  adopted  a  change  of  teachers, 
or  of  schools  would  not  be  so  detrimental  to  the  pupils. 

We  require  something  more.  A  thorough  system  of  local  supervision 
by  some  well  qualified  teacher,  who  should  be  accountable  to  some  one  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties.  The  appointment  of  a  person  to 
draw  the  salary  will  not  answer  the  purpose.  It  requires  intelligent,  well 
directed  work.  We  would  respectfully  refer  the  directors  of  this  county  to 
last  report  on  this  subject.  Graded  or  high  schools  are  absolutely  required 
in  a  number  of  the  rural  districts.  In  order  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  as 
to  the  locality  we  will  designate  a  few,  viz  :  Dallas,  Butler,  Madison,  Hunt- 
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ington  and  Salem.  These  are  wealthy  districts,  hence  the  principal  ob- 
jection (the  expense)  does  not  obtain.  At  least  fifty  pupils  in  each  district 
named  might  receive  a  higher  education  with  very  little  additional  expense. 
Why  delay  ? 

Our  field  of  labor  has  been  enlarged  by  the  resignation  of  Rev.  C.  J.  Col- 
lins, superintendent  of  third  district  of  Wilkesbarre.  Peace  and  harmony 
characterize  the  deliberations  of  the  board  of  control,  of  which  Georee  B 
Kulp  is  president.  Few  changes  in  course  of  stud}'  or  teachers  have  been 
made  since  the  resignation  of  the  city  superintendent.  The  schools  are  in 
good  hands  and  are  prospering. 

Many  new  school  buildings  have  been  built  during  the  past  year.  In  the 
third  district  of  Wilkesbarre  is  found  the  finest  school  house,  we  came  near 
saying  palace,  in  this  county.  It  must  be  examined  to  be  fully  appreciated. 
No  expense  has  been  spared — from  foundation  to  cupola  everything  is  well 
done,  with  not  a  single  point  to  invite  criticism.  The  building  committee 
deserve  the  unqualified  thanks  of  the  patrons  for  so  faithfully  discharging 
their  duties.  The  fine  three-story  brick  in  Ashley  borough  is  a  credit  to 
the  enterprise  and  foresight  of  the  board  of  directors.  The  attendance 
doubled  on  removing  from  the  old  unsightly  buildings  to  this  elegant  school 
house.  A  substantial  wooden  building  has  been  built  in  the  second  district 
of  Wilkesbarre,  but  the  ceilings  are  too  low.  The  frame  building  in  Arch- 
bald  is  complete  in  all  its  appointments,  and  is  finished  and  furnished  second 
to  none  in  the  county.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the  new  frame  building 
in  Pittston  borough.  The  brick  building  in  Hazleton  borough  is  well  built, 
furnished,  heated  and  lighted.  Dunmore  borough  has  erected  the  model 
single  building  of  the  county.  Directors  in  the  rural  districts  will  be  well 
repaid  for  visiting  this  neat,  tasty  structure  before  building. 

The  County  Institute  met  in  Music  Hall,  city  of  Wilkesbarre,  in  Decem- 
ber last.  There  were  over  four  hundred  actual  teachers  in  attendance.  This 
was  the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic  meeting  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  this 
county.  Much  of  the  labor  was  performed  by  the  teachers  of  the  county. 
Prof.  A.  N.  Raub  rendered  valuable  assistance  during  the  day  sessions  and 
lectured  one  evening.  Dr.  Griswold,  principal  of  the  Bloomsburg  State 
Normal  school,  was  present  a  portion  of  the  time.  The  teachers  who  so 
ably  assisted  in  making  the  Institute  a  success  will  accept  my  sincere  thanks. 

We  will  not  recapitulate  work  done  or  undone,  as  this  may  be  found  in  the 
statistical  report,  to  which  your  attention  is  called.  Much,  very  much,  re- 
mains to  be  done,  and  it  is  only  by  a  "long  pull  and  a  strong  pull,  and  a  pull 
altogether,"  that  we  can  succeed  in  making  all  the  schools  of  this  county 
as  efficient  as  they  should  be.  Parents,  teachers,  directors  and  Superin- 
tendent should  be  a  unit  on  these  points  :  better  qualified  teachers,  better 
school  rooms,  more  apparatus  and  closer  supervision. 
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Upon  assuming  the  responsibilities  of  the  supcrintendeney  three  years 
ago.  and  viewing-  the  situation,  we  saw  much  to  commend,  nevertheless, 
we  deemed  that  an  onward  movement  was  imperatively  demanded.  We 
found  the  people,  as  was  afterwards  fully  demonstrated,  not  willing  that 
their  school  interests  should  languish,  nor  slow  in  giving  their  sympathetic 
co-operation  to  all  efforts  made  to  enhance  their  efficiency.  But  few  schools 
were  thoroughly  graded,  a  majority  unclassified,  many  lacked  uniformity 
in  text-hooks  ;  in  others  not  all  of  the  common  school  branches  were  taught . 
whilst  oral  instruction  was  almost  unknown.  Indifference  to  the  condition 
of  the  schools  was  the  most  formidable  barrier  to  progress.  "Whilst  many 
of  these  obstacles  still  remain  to  challenge  our  best  efforts  for  their  removal, 
yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  people  are  becoming  more  and  more  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  their  youth,  and  are  steadily  increasing  the  effec- 
tiveness of  their  schools.  Many  districts  considered  the  most  backward 
and  regarded  by  many  as  irredeemable,  have  caught  the  spirit  of  progress 
and  are  marching-  to  the  front. 

In  order  that  districts  may  ascertain  their  comparative  standing-  and  de- 
termine what  remains  undone,  we  -will  briefly  review  the  work  performed. 

Directors'. — It  is  conceded  by  all  who  understand  the  workings  of  our 
school  system  that  an  intelligent  and  liberal-minded  directorship,  whose 
constituents  are  earnestly  endeavoring  to  perform  their  duty,  wields  a 
power  potent  for  good.  In  order  that  they  might  become  better  prepared 
to  discharge  their  responsibilities,  we  called  a  convention  at  our  first  insti- 
tute at  Jersey  Shore,  but  the  attendance  was  so  small  that  an  organization 
was  not  effected)  At  Montoursville,  the  following  year,  about  twenty  di- 
rectors attended,  and  a  convention  was  organized.  Last  winter,  at  the 
Muncy  institute,  sixty  directors,  alive  to  the  work,  were  in  attendance  and 
took  an  active  part  in  its  deliberations.  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  of  the  School 
Department,  presided,  and  promptly  answered  all  questions  pertaining  to 
school  law  and  school  economy,  and  otherwise  aided  in  making  the 
convention  a  success  Many  of  the  directors  attend  the  examination 
of  teachers,  visit  their  schools  regularly  once  a  month,  attend  local  and 
county  institutes  and  closing  examinations  of  their  several  schools,  without 
pecuniary  reward.  Such  self-sacrificing  public  servants  deserve  the  highest 
commendation  that  a  grateful  community  can  bestow.  They  are  not  dimin- 
ishing in  number  in  Lycoming  county. 

Gradation, — Three  years  ago  but  five  of  the  thirty  so-called  graded 
schools  were  thoroughly  organized.     It  is  true  that  the  pupils  were  con- 
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gregated  in  separate,  departments,  yet  there  was  no  curriculum  of  stud:' 
adopted,  or,  if  so,  enforced  ;  nor  were  there  any  promotions  on  account  ot 
intellectual  progress.  Fifteen  schools  have  since  adopted  a  system  of  gra- 
dation, arranged  a  course  of  study  and  hold  stated  public  examinations  in 
the  several  departments,  promoted  pupils  that  were  duly  qualified,  and  the 
several  departments  were  visited  at  stated  times  to  enforce  the  system. 
The  others  are  imperfectly  graded  with  a  consequent  loss  of  time,  money, 
and  utilization  of  teaching  force.  Many  districts  of  the  county  need  schools 
of  a  higher  grade,  centrally  located,  in  which  pupils  of  the  several  schools 
who  pass  a  prescribed  examination  could  attend.  The  incalculable  benefit 
that  would  ensue  is  not  fully  understood  by  the  people.  Their  establish- 
ment, however,  is  only  a  question  of  time. 

ClassificoMon. — Equal  progress  has  been  made  in  classifying  ungraded 
schools  in  the  rural  districts.  Many  of  those  unclassified  gatherings  of 
boys  and  girls,  called  schools,  have  been  transformed  into  well  regulated 
organizations  in  which  the  pupils  are  divided  into  three  or  four  well-defined 
divisions,  and  instruction  is  imparted  in  all  of  the  common  school  branches. 
At  the  close  of  the  school  an  examination  is  held  and  promotions  are  made 
and  entered  upon  the  school  records. 

Examinations  of  Schools  — We  regretted  to  ascertain  during  our  first 
visitations  that  but  few  schools  closed  with  regular  examination  of  their 
several  classes,  some  teachers  not  even  reviewing  the  studies  pursued 
during  the  term,  but  urged  their  pupils  to  get  through  the  book  ;  while 
others  celebrated  the  event  by  suspending  the  rules  and  regulations  and 
having  what  they  termed  "a  good  time,  generally."  We  recommended 
that  the  schools  close  with  an  examination  and  appropriate  literary  exer- 
cises, and  that  a  committee  of  directors  and  citizens  be  appointed  to  attend, 
and  that  a  record  of  the  standing  of  the  several  classes  be  entered  in  the  re- 
port books  for  future  reference.  During  the  spring  of  1874  we  attended 
twenty  five,  and  last  term  thirty-seven,  of  those  closing  exercises,  and  were 
gratified  to  find,  with  but  few  exceptions,  the  committees  and  citizens  in 
attendance. 

Among-  others,  the  folloAving  beneficial  results  are  noticed  : 

I.  Directors  and  patrons  were  enabled  to  appreciate  the  services  of 
teachers  who  were  thorough  in  their  work,  and  they  endeavored  to  employ 
them  for  the  ensuing  term. 

II.  The  pupils  were  more  regular  in  attendance  until  the  close  of  the 
Term. 

III.  Teachers  that  gave  evidence  of  their  superior  teaching  power  ob- 
tained an  advance  in  their  salaries  for  the  next  term. 

People's  Convention*. — During  1873  we  held  five  branch  institutes,  and 
during  the  next  year  fifteen  were  convened.     Last  winter  thirty  were  held 
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with  an  increased  iuterest  manifested  by  teachers,  pupils,  directors  and 
citizens.  Churches  were  crowded,  and  in  many  places  numbers  could  not 
gain  admission,  but  in  several  such  instances,  so  eager  were  the  people  to 
participate  in  these  gatherings,  that  additional  meetings  were  held  in  adja- 
cent buildings.  About  150  teachers,  3,000  pupils,  200  directors  and  9,000 
citizens  assembled  at  these  institutes.  Our  aim  has  been  to  popularize  our 
public  schools,  and  thereby  create  a  school  sentiment  that  will  -demand  and 
maintain  better  schools.  The  most  powerful  auxiliary  in  attaining  this 
end,  without  which  no  permanent  advancement  can  be  made,  is  these 
"  people's  conventions."  The  following  churches  were  placed  at  our  dis- 
posal, free  of  charge,  for  holding  institutes  :  Baptist  church,  at  Anthony  ; 
Lutheran  church,  Brady  ;  Evangelical  Lutheran,  Clinton  ;  M.  E.  church,  at 
Cogan  House  ;  Evangelical  church,  at  Warrensville  ;  Union  church,  Loyal- 
sockville  ;  Evangelical  church,  Hepburn  ;  Union  church,  Lairdsville  ;  M. 
E.  church,  Hughesville  ;  Lutheran,  Jackson;  Lutheran  church,  Colloms- 
ville;  Lutheran  church,  Hoagland's  Run;  Baptist  church,  Old  Lycoming; 
M.  E.  church,  Salladesburg ;  Baptist  church,  Moreland  ;  M.  E.  church, 
Clarkstown  ;  Lutheran  church,  Muncy  township ;  Evangelical  church, 
Perm;  Baptist  church,  Plunkett's  Creek;  M.  E.  church,  Piatt;  Lutheran, 
Washington  ;  M.  E.  church,  Picture  Rocks,  and  M.  E.  church,  at  Linden. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  new  school  building  at  Munc}*,  in 
a  hall  as  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  as  any  in  the  State.  The  lecturers  ami 
instructors  were  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion ;  Hon.  B.  G.  Northrop,  Connecticut;  Prof.  C.  H.  Verrill,  Homer,  New 
York;  Mrs.  E.  Martin,  Pittsburg;  Prof.  Carter,  Shippensburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania; Superintendent  M.N.  Horton,  Williamsport ;  and  Professor  Sher- 
man, Jersey  Shore,  Pennsylvania.  When  we  consider  the  number  of  teach- 
ers enrolled,  directors  and  citizens  in  attendance,  and  the  interest  mani- 
fested by  the  teachers  in  recording  in  their  note  books  the  instruction  given 
for  future  reference  in  the  school  room,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  our  insti- 
tutes are  "  growing." 

Houses,  Grounds,  the  Press,  d-c. — New  school  houses  were  built  in  the 
following  districts,  viz.  :  Armstrong,  Anthony,  Franklin,  Jackson,  Mifflin, 
Muncy  township  and  Woodward.  The  one  in  Armstrong  is  a  first  class 
country  school  house. 

Very  few  school  buildings  in  the  country  have  grounds  suitably  improved. 
Muncy  and  Montoursville  have,  during  the  year,  graded  their  grounds, 
planted  shade  trees  and  constructed  walks. 

The  press  deserves  commendation  for  the  active  part  it  took  during  the 
year  in  behalf  of  popular  education  in  the  county.  To  those  editors  who 
published  free  of  charge  all  educational  articles  calculated  to  advance  our 
school  interests,  we  are  especially  indebted. 
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We  return  thanks  to  all  who  have  aided  us  in  our  labors.  Our  schools 
will  continue  to  improve  if  directors,  teachers  and  citizens  do  not  cease 
manifesting  that  interest  in  their  behalf  which  has  done  so  much  for  our 
schools  during*  the  year. 


M'KEAN  COUNTY— W.  H.  Curtis. 

The  earnest  and  systematic  efforts  which  I  have  made  for  the  past  three 
years  for  the  improvement  of  our  schools,  have  been  crowned  with  a  rea- 
sonable degree  of  success,  with  the  promise  of  still  more  important  and 
■cheering  results  in  the  future.  I  have  constantly  aimed  to  awaken  earnest- 
ness and  energy  on  the  part  of  pupils  and  teachers,  and  to  infuse  into  the 
minds  of  the  latter  the  spirit  of  progress  and  of  conscientiousness  in  their 
work.  I  have  endeavored  by  every  means  to  stimulate  them  to  a  higher 
degree  of  preparation,  and  to  the  practice  of  all  the  improved  methods  in 
teaching.  I  have  also  kept  the  public  informed  as  to  the  kind  and  amount 
of  work  done  in  the  educational  department  of  the  county,  by  the  frequent 
publication  of  reports,  statistics  and  other  items  in  the  newspapers,  hoping 
thus  to  develop  a  greater  degree  of  interest  among  the  mass  of  the  people. 

Enough  has  been  accomplished  to  show  what  may  be  attained  hereafter, 
guided  by  the  light  of  previous  experience. 

More  work  has  been  done  in  this  than  in  either  of  the  previous  years.  The 
principal  school  at  Kane  has  at  last  been  graded,  making  five  such  schools 
in  the  county,  employing  from  two  to  four  teachers  each.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  schools  open  for  the  past  year  is  95,  (regarding  each  teacher  and 
body  of  pupils  as  one  school.)  Two  hundred  and  forty -three  visits  were 
made,  with  an  average  duration  of  one  hour  and  thirty-three  minutes. 
Fifty-nine  directors  accompanied  me  in  these  visits.  In  the  discharge  of 
my  official  duties  I  traveled  3,448  miles,  and  wrote  over  500  letters. 

Two  new  houses  were  built,  one  in  Ceres,  a  neat  and  tasteful  house,  in 
a  newly  erected  sub-district,  and  one  in  Smethport  borough,  to  replace  the 
old  academy  building,  and  is  an  edifice  that  would  grace  any  town,  and 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  enterprise  and  ability  of  the  board  of  directors 
who  planned  and  pushed  it  to  completion,  as  also  on  the  architect,  a  citizen 
•of  the  place.  It  has  four  class  rooms  and  a  spacious  hall  above  ;  is  heated 
by  furnaces,  well  ventilated,  and  furnished  with  the  Lewisburg  patent  fold- 
ing seat  and  desk,  and  cost,  including  all  these,  nearly  $8,000. 

During  the  past  season  the  course  of  instruction  in  this  school  included 
mathematics,  to  surveying  inclusive,  some  of  the  languages,  and  most  of 
the  sciences.  It  is  the  design  of  the  board  to  maintain  here  a  school  which 
shall  be  first-class  in  all  respects,  and  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  all,  from 
this  or  surrounding  counties,  wishing  the  privileges  of  a  high  school. 
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The  County  Institute  was  held  at  Smethport  in  September,  and  was  uni- 
versally recognized  as  by  far  the  largest  and  most  successful  ever  he: 
the  county,  having  100  members.  The  instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  Curry, 
Prof.  II.  S.  Jones,  Superintendent  of  Erie  city,  and  in  part  by  myself.  The 
linal  exercise  was  a  contest  in  reading,  very  creditable  to  all  engaged  in  it, 
the  prize  being  a  diploma  awarded  by  a  committee  of  citizens.  Besides 
presiding  I  acted  as  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  Institute,  a 
method  which  I  have  ever  found  to  insure  the  most  efficient  and  harmonious 
operation.  I  labored  diligently  to  render  the  occasion  a  profitable  one  to 
our  teachers,  both  in  preparing  for  and  conducting  it,  and  feel  amply  re- 
warded by  its  cheering  results.  Marked  interest  was  manifested  from  the 
beginning,  and  continued  unabated  to  the  closing  moment,  and  the  attend- 
ance was  regular  and  prompt,  with  constantly  increasing  numbers. 

I  have  endeavored  to  do  away  with  private  examinations  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, and  have  measurably  succeeded.  I  have  raised  the  standard  of  require- 
ments for  certificates,  from  time  to  time,  cautioning  the  teachers  of  the  pro- 
posed change  ;  and  while  I  have  been  gratified  to  find  a  great  improvement 
on  the  part  of  some,  others  have  remained  stationary  or  retrograded  in  their 
attainments,  and  consequently  been  excluded  from  the  ranks.  In  the  five 
years  preceding  my  accession  to  the  office,  only  43  applicants  had  been  re- 
jected ;  in  my  first  two  years  I  rejected  42,  and  this  year  I  rejected  38  ap- 
plicants. I  deem  it  my  duty,  however  unpleasant  personally,  to  secure  to 
ihe  schools  good  teachers,  if  any. 

It  is  necessary  for  the  people  to  remember,  that  no  efforts  of  a  Superin- 
tendent can  be  fully  successful  unless  seconded  by  the  proper  co-operation 
of  the  patrons  of  our  schools,  and,  above  all,  by  the  directors,  who  have 
great  powers  and  great  responsibilities,  (in  the  control  of  the  schools  uadei 
Their  immediate  charge,)  which  it  would  be  improper  to  attempt  to  throw 
upon  a  Superintendent,  whose  large  territory  and  multitudinous  duties 
vent  his  giving  more  than  a  general  supervision  to  each  school. 


MERCER  COUNTY.— X.  W.  Porter. 

The  past  year  has  not  been  marked  by  any  extraordinary  change?-  in 
school  affairs,  yet  it  affords  us  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  considerable 
progress  has  been  made.  Teachers,  as  a  general  rule,  have  been  more  zeal- 
ous and  earnest  in  their  work.  Directors  have  exercised  more  care  ui 
lecting  teachers  and  grading  the  wages  according  to  experience  and  certifi- 
cate. The  people  are  manifesting  a  greater  interest  in  the  cause  and  are 
evidently  determined  that  their  children  shall  have  the  benefit  of  g'>  I 
schools.     There  has  been  no  material  decrease  in  the  salaries  of  teachers. 
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notwithstanding  the  depression  in  business  affairs.    The  length  of  the  sch<  n 
term  has  been  increased.     In  two  districts  the  inhuman  custom  of  "  board- 
ing round"  was  done  away  with,  and  it  is  thought  other  districts  will  soon 
be  free  from  this  evil.     This  ancient  custom  is  last  brooming  unpopular 
and  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  any  longer. 

Methods  of  Instruction. — It  is  evident  that  many  uf  que  teachers  are  im- 
proving in  methods  of  instruction.  They  are  simply  making  a  practical 
use  of  the  knowledge  they  gained  in  the  study  of  the  theory  of  teaching, 
or  while  they  were  attending  a  Normal  school  or  teachers'  institute.  Con- 
siderable improvement  has  been  made  in  the  method  of  teaching  geography 
by  map  drawing.  In  some  schools  the  results  reflected  on  both  pupils  and 
teacher.  A  marked  improvement  has  been  manifested  in  many  schools  in 
the  methods  of  teaching  reading.  Teachers  drill  more  in  vocal  culture  and 
pay  more  attention  to  correct  pronunciation  and  emphasis.  In  teaching  the 
English  language  substantial  progress  has  been  made.  In  some  schools  the 
instruction  was  oral.  Every  pupil  should  be  taught  the  correct  use  of  lan- 
guage from  the  day  he  first  enters  school.  The  teacher  who  cannot  teack 
grammar  without  the  aid  of  text-book  should  quit  teaching  and  commend- 
studying. 

Houses. — Four  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  located  as  fol- 
lows :  In  Lake,  one  ;  in  French  Creek,  one  ;  in  Shenango,  one  ;  in  Sharon. 
one. 

The  one  in  Shenango  is  beautifully  located,  well  constructed  and  neatly 
finished,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  directors  under  whose  supervision  it  was 
-rected.  The  one  in  French  Creek  is  a  substantial  brick  building,  amply 
large  and  neatly  finished.  The  one  in  Lake  is  a  frame  building.  The  one 
in  Sharon  is  a  beautiful  brick  building,  containing  four  rooms,  and  designed 
for  a  graded  school.  It  is  complete  in  all  its  arrangements  and  cost  about 
$10,000. 

Grounds. — The  directors  of  Sharpsville  have  indicated  their  liberality 
and  love  of  the  beautiful  by  enclosing  their  grounds  with  a  neatly  painted 
fence  and  planting  them  with  shade  trees. 

In  Wheatland  the  grounds  were  fenced  and  otherwise  improved.  This  is 
a  move  in  the  right  direction.  Plant  shade  trees  and  shrubbery,  and  you 
will  make  glad  the  hearts  of  the  boys  and  girls  who  attend  your  schools. 

Graded  Schools. — We  now  have  sixty-nine  graded  schools  in  the  county. 
an  increase  of  five  over  last  year.  Some  of  these  schools  are  doing  a  goo.1, 
work,  and  their  influence  is  felt  throughout  the  county.  They  supply  the 
ounty  with  a  number  of  good  teachers  each  year. 

Count;/  Instiiide. — The  county  institute  was  held  in  Mercer  in  November, 
and  was  attended  by  two  hundred  and  thirty  teachers — the  largest  attend- 
ance of  teachers  we  have  had  during  the  past  six  years      The  instruction  was 
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thorough  and  practical,  and  the  teachers  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the 
proceedings.  Prof  P.  A.  Allen  was  with  ns  the  entire  week,  and  when  he 
is  present  an  institute  never  is  a  failure.  Lectures  were  delivered  by  Prof. 
R.  Curry,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Prof.  F.  A.  Allen,  Dr.  Jeffers,  president  of 
Westminster  college,  and  Wallace  Bruce. 

Local  Institutes. — These  meetings — about  thirty  in  number,  were  held  at 
convenient  points  in  the  county,  and  with  a  few  exceptions  were  well  at- 
tended. The  exercises  were  principally  class  drills  and  instruction  in 
methods  of  teaching.  Considerable  interest  was  manifested  by  the  teachers. 
and  it  is  believed  that  much  good  was  accomplished 

Work  Done. — The  whole  number  of  public  examinations  held  was  thirty- 
eight  ,  private  examinations,  twenty-one.  The  number  of  applicants  ex- 
amined was  four  hundred  and  seventy-eight.  Three  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  provisional  certificates  and  eighteen  professional  certificates  were  is- 
sued. The  number  of  visits  to  schools,  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  ;  num- 
ber of  official  letters  written,  two  hundred  and  forty-two;  attended  three 
county  and  thirty  local  institutes. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY- J.  M.  Bell. 

I*  submitting  this,  my  sixth  and  last  report,  1  can,  without  exaggeration, 
state  that  steady  progress,  as  a  v.  hole,  has  been  made  in  educational  mat- 
ters in  our  county  during  the  year.  It  is  nevertheless  true,  that  in  some 
localities  we  seem  to  retrograde  ;  in  others,  the  advancement  is  so  slow  as 
scarcely  to  be  perpectible  ;  but  in  many  others,  the  people  generally  have 
manifested  a  zeal  in  the  cause  of  education  worthy  of  imitation,  and  have 
made  commendable  efforts  to  promote  the  interests  of  our  schools.  •  As  one 
evidence  of  progress,  three  good  substantial  school  houses  have  been  erected 
during  the  year  in  the  following  districts:  Brown  two  and  Decatur  one. 
The  one  at  Reedsville  is  a  brick  building.  40x60  feet ;  ceiling,  16  feet ;  cost, 
out-buildings,  land  and  all,  nearly  $5,000.  It  contains  one  room  sufficiently 
large  to  accommodate  all  the  pupils,  and  two  recitation  rooms  ;  for  the  pre- 
sent only  one  of  the  recitation  rooms  is  needed  for  school  purposes,  but 
the  other  affords  a  great  convenience  to  the  directors,  and  relieves  them 
from  the  necessity  of  hiring  a  room  in  which  to  transact  business.  The 
building-  is  comfortably  heated  by  furnaces,  is  well  lighted,  well  ventilated 
and  furnished.  The  other  in  Brown,  at  Dr.  Mitchell's,  is  a  neat  brick,  28x36 
feet;  ceiling,  12  feet;  costing,  land  and  out-buildings  included,  over  $1,700. 
It  is  well  lighted  and  ventilated.  These  houses  are  both  furnished  with 
slate  blackboards,  and  Bancroft's  patent  desks.  The  grounds,  as  yet,  have 
received  no  attention  by  way  of  embellishments,  but  under  the  supervision 
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of  the  present  corps  of  efficient  directors,  who  have  stemmed  all  opposi- 
tion, and  displayed  so  much  taste  and  good  judgment  in  the  plan  and  ma- 
terial, we  may  hope  that  this  important  matter,  so  sadly  neglected  through- 
out the  county,  will  be  attended  to  in  due  time.  The  one  in  Decatur  is  a 
frame  building,  28x36  feet,  costing  over  $700.  It  is  comfortably  furnished, 
beautifully  located,  and  meets  the  wants  of  the  district.  Progress  is  mani- 
fested in  other  parts  of  the  county.  The  grounds  of  the  house  that  was 
built  in  Derry  last  year,  were  inclosed  with  a  substantial  board  fence,  which 
is  a  mark  of  improvement.  The  new  building  of  Lewistown  has  not  only 
been  surrounded  with  a  neat  iron  fence,  but  the  terrace  portion  of  the  yard 
nicely  sodded,  the  remainder  of  it  sowed  with  grass,  and  the  whole  sur- 
rounded with  shade  trees,  which,  when  matured,  will  not  only  beautify  and 
adorn,  but  add  to  the  comfort  of  its  worthy  occupants  as  well.  The  matter 
of  privies  has  received  considerable  attention  in  different  parts  of  the 
county.  In  Bratton,  one  for  each  sex  was  erected,  with  a  respectable  dis- 
tance intervening,  which,  probably,  is  the  best  plan,  on  taking  the  location 
of  the  houses  into  consideration.  Several  new  houses  will  be  built  this 
year:  One  in  Granville,  one  in  Oliver,  both  of  which  will  be  furnished 
with  Bancroft's  patent  desks,  and  one  in  Wayne,  in  place  of  the  one  that 
was  burnt  last  winter. 

Apparatus. — But  little  advancement  has  been  made  in  this  direction, 
other  than  the  schools  of  Brown  district,  have  been  supplied  with  out-line 
maps.     Many  more  are  needed  throughout  the  county. 

Schools. — There  are  one  hundred  and  six  schools  in  the  county — ten  more 
than  when  they  came  under  my  supervision.  Thirty-three  graded — three 
during  the  year.  Forty  ladies  and  sixty-seven  gentlemen  were  employed 
during  the  last  term.  The  success  compares  favorably  with  that  of  past 
terms,  as  a  whole,  and  in  some  instances  is  much  in  advance.  What  is 
particularly  encouraging,  not  a  single  failure  occurred.  One  lady,  on  ac- 
count of  sickness,  was  obliged  to  relinquish  her  school,  which  accounts  for 
the  one  more  teacher  reported  than  their  are  schools. 

The  matter  of  making  the  instruction  of  a  more  practical  nature,  is  be- 
coming much  more  popular  among  teachers.  The  idea  that  just  what  the 
text-book  contains,  and  no  more  must  be  taught ;  or  that  pupils  must  com- 
plete the  arithmetic,  or  rather  go  through  it,  and  spend  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  on  catch  questions  besides,  at  the  great  sacrifice  of  every- 
thing else,  has,  pretty  generally,  been  exploded.  This  is  particularly  ap- 
plicable to  the  schools  of  Lewistown.  The  examinations  that  I  attended, 
conducted  by  the  principal,  Miss  M'Cord,  evinced  a  thoroughness,  in  the 
branches  passed  over,  that  was  very  encouraging  and  satisfactory,  and 
throughout  the  whole  a  vein  of  general  information  was  noticeable  that  will 
be  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  pupils  on  entering  upon  the  practical  duties  of 
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life*  The  teacheis,  alive  to  the  importance  of  their  Work,  have  done  it  well, 
both  as  to  instruction  and  discipline,  and  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the 
community  ;  the  directors  and  superintendent,  whose  share  of  indebtedness 
-  hereby  most  gratefully  acknowledged,  while  we  entertain  the  hope  that 
the  success  of  the  past  may  give  such  an  impetus  to  future  developments, 
as  shall  be  equal  to  the  increased  and  growing  demands  of  the  age.  and 
fully  meet  the  requirements  of  an  intelligent  and  prosperous  people. 

Institute*. — The  annual  institute  was  held  at  Lewistown,  and  the  success 
attending  it  was  quite  satisfactory.  In  some  respects  it  eclipsed  all  former 
efforts.  The  lecture  on  "Every  Day  Reasoning, v  by  Dr.  Hays,  President 
•f  Washington  College,  was  a  masterly  production  and  made  an  impress 
>n  the  institute  that  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  The  instructors  have  al- 
eady  been  reported/  and  as  brevity  is  enjoined  we  withhold  further  c  m- 
ment. 

Two  sub-institutes  were  held  ;  one  at  Granville,  embracing  the  Kelley 
district,  last  year;  the  other  at  M'Veytown,  embracing  M'Yeytown,  Oliver, 
Bratton,  Wayne  and  Xewton  Hamilton  districts.  Sickness  prevented  my 
attending  the  former,  but  the  reports  received  of  its  success  were  very  en- 
couraging, being  largely  attended  and  the  exercises  ably  conducted  by  the 
energetic  teachers  composing  those  districts.  In  consequence  of  a  deep 
snow  and  insurmountable  drifts,  the  one  at  M'Yeytown  was  not  largely  at- 
tended, but  the  exercises  were  practical  and  instructive  and  the  effect  salu- 
tary. The  Reverends  Moore  and  Sykes  contributed  largely  to  the  interest 
of  the  institute,  both  by  their  presence  and  their  instructive  lectures.  Two 
other  similar  meetings  should  have  been  held,  but  those  who  had  them  in 
charge  failed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

Conclusion. — My  thanks  are  due  and  hereby  tendered  to  the  teachers  and 
directors  of  Mifflin  county  for  their  hearty  support  and  co-operation  ;  to 
the  editors  of  the  county  papers  for  the  free  use  of  their  columns  to  pub- 
lish educational  items  of  general  interest  ;  to  the  school  department  for  its 
vneouragement  and  sympathy,  and  to  the  people  generally  for  their  uni- 
form kindness,  hospitality  and  words  of  cheer.  I  could  wish  for  my  suc- 
'  essor  no  more.     I  would  wish  for  him  no  less. 


'  / 
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MONROE  COUNTY— Jeremiah  Fruttchey. 

The  scnools  of  this  count}'  for  the  past  year  have  done  well.  With  very 
few  exceptions,  they  all  are  making  substantial  progress.  They  are  not 
all  equally  advanced,  nor  are  they  all  making  the  same  progress,  but  from 
whatever  point  they  are  pressing  on,  the  advance  made  is  appreciable. 

I  desire  here  to  repeat  what  has  so  often  been  said  before;  graded  schools 
Bhould  be  established  wherever  practicable.  In  our  dounty  this  is  practi- 
cable in  nearly  every  school  district.  In  some  districts  two  or  three  such 
schools  should  be  organized,  in  others  one  would  be  sufficient. 

Were  this  done,  the  schools  would  advance  with  still  greater  certainty 
and  celerity.  A  higher  standard  of  scholarship  would  be  attainable.  The 
higher  grades  would  soon  send  out  teachers  well  graded  in  the  common 
branches,  and  whose  first  attempts  would  less  frequently  be  a  loss  of  time 
to  the  children,  and  of  money  to  the  district,  than  is  now  too  frequently 
the  case  with  those  who  start  out  with  only  the  preparation  to  be  obtained 
at  the  common  mixed  school.  In  many  schools  there  has  been  evident  im- 
provement made  in  the  method  of  teaching,  and  also  in  the  amount  of  work 
done  by  the  pupils. 

Four  of  the  six  new  houses  built  during  the  past  year,  are  well  adapted 
to  the  necessities  of  the  respective  schools,  and  are  well  worth  the  money 
paid  for  them.  These  are  situated  in  the  districts  of  Polk,  Pocono,  Para- 
dise and  Chestnut  Hill.  The  one  in  Hamilton  is  reasonably  well  built,  but 
is  not  well  arranged.     The  house  in  Jackson  is  faulty  in  construction. 

During  the  coming  year  the  houses  to  be  built  (so  far  as  heard  from) 
will  be  built  with  a  view  to  adaptability,  substantiality,  and  present  econ- 
omy. This  last  is  to  be  despised  only  when  the  first  are  ignored.  Every 
school  house  in  the  county  is  reported  badly  ventilated.  By  this  is  meant 
only,  that  they  are  not  provided  with  the  approved  methods  of  ventilation. 
In  the  greater  number  of  instances  no  bad  effects  can  be  seen  to  flow  from 
the  methods  in  use,  which  consist  principally  in  opening  the  doors  and 
letting  down  the  windows.  Or  it  may  be  by  means  of  an  ill-fitting  door  or 
a  broken  light.  In  a  very  few  houses,  with  low  ceilings,  the  air  is  always 
unwholesome,  but  these  houses  will  be  replaced  in  a  few  years  by  better 
ones."* 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  table  accompanying  this,  53  schools  are  still  de- 
prived of  that  necessity  to  a  civilized  community — a  privy.  An  improve- 
ment has  been  made  in  the  size  of  the  blackboards  used  in  the  schools: 
although  it  is  very  evident  the  makers  did  not  take  counsel  from  teachers. 
or  the  quality  would  have  been  some  better.  Changes  have  been  made  in 
the  furniture  of  the  school  rooms  until  now  it  is  thought  there  are  not  many 
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with  desks  and  scats  positively  injurious  to  the  pupils.     Though  less  than 
hall*  are  provided  with  furniture  of  an  approved  pattern. 

In  the  examination  of  teachers,  I  have  endeavored  to  avoid  difficult  and 
puzzling  questions  that  would  tax  the  teachers'  ingenuity  merely.  But  I 
have  made  the  attempt  to  arrive  at  the  applicant's  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration  by  means  of  plain  questions,  the  answers  to  which 
would  elucidate  the  principles  involved. 

In  fixing  the  grade,  1  have  adopted  the  following  theory.  The  standard 
oi  qualifications  for  the  professional  and  provisional  certificates  are  not  the 
same.  The  standard  of  the  one  is  fixed,  and  requires  a  thorough  examina- 
tion, that  of  the  other  is  varied,  to  be  adapted  to  the  necessities  of  the  case. 
In  a  county  where  there  are  no  more  applicants  than  schools  and  the  oppor- 
tunities for  improvement  limited,  the  standard  will  be  lower  than  in  a 
county  where  the  applicants  are  double  in  number  to  the  schools  to  be 
taught.  On  this  theory,  I  began  six  years  ago  to  issue  provisional  certifi- 
cates, Giving  notice,  however,  each  year,  that  the  standard  of  qualifica- 
tions would  be  advanced  each  year,  and  that  each  succeeding  examination 
would  be  more  rigid  than  the  preceding  one. 

Our  teachers  generally,  have  improved.  Their  grade  marks  are  not  much 
higher  than  they  were  six  years  ago,  but  their  qualifications  certainly  are. 

To-day  the  examinations  in  this  county,  from  being  held  in  contempt  and 
a  term  of  reproach,  as  in  the  early  days  of  the  superintendency,  are  re- 
garded with  respect,  by  the  teachers  of  adjoining  counties,  and  they  no 
longer  expect  to  get  first  grade  certificates  here,  after  having  failed  to  pro- 
cure one  of  lowest  grade  at  home. 

The  annual  Teachers'  County  Institute  met  on  November  30,  1874,  and 
continued  in  session  five  days.  The  efforts  of  all  who  participated  in  its 
exercises  were  directed  to  making  it  as  practicable  as  possible  More  than 
the  usual  amount  of  work  was  done  by  the  teachers  actually  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  county,  than  formerly. 

Teachers  and  lecturers  not  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  county — Profs. 
A.  N.  Raub,  D.  E.  Schoedler,  Hon.  J.  B,  Storm. 

Amount  of  money  received  from  county  treasurer  and  expended  on  ac- 
count of  Institute,  $109  90. 

These  annual  teachers'  meetings  are  always  looked  forward  to  by  the  in- 
telligent members  of  the  community,  with  a  lively  interest. 

This  report  closes  my  official  connection  with  the  schools  of  this  count 
That  they  may  go  on  improving  is  my  most  earnest  wish. 
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School  Houses. — Whole  number,  230  ;  74  of  these  should  give  way  to- 
more  suitable  structures.  There  is  one  frame  building ;  the  rest  are  either 
brick  or  stone.  Franconia,  Frederick,  Perkiomon,  Pottsgrove,  Pottstown, 
Upper  Salford  and  "Whitemarsh,  each  built  one  good,  substantial  house. 
Limerick  put  a  second  story  on  one  built  last  year.  All  these  buildings 
reflect  great  credit  upon  the  directors.  The  one  in  Pottstown  is  a  laro-e 
two-story  brick  building,  with  four  large  rooms,  separated  by  glass  parti- 
tions ;  there  are  also  several  small  rooms,  two  serving  as  recitation  rooms. 
The  whole  is  heated  by  patent  heaters  ;  cost,  about  $4,000.  The  others 
rost  from  $1,500  to  2,000.  There  are  now  fifty  first  class  houses.  The  in- 
dications are,  that  all  the  old,  uncomfortable  buildings  will  gradually  givg 
way  to  modern  and  improved  structures  ;  and  may  this  speedily  be  accom- 
plished. The  new  buildings  are  generally  of  ample  size,  and  furnished  as 
though  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  children  were  worthy  of  some  con- 
sideration. 

Furniture  — Franconia  and  Limerick  each  furnished  one  building  with 
new  furniture  ;  Lower  Marion,  North  Wales,  Perkiomen,  Pottsgrove,  Upper 
Salford,  Whitemarsh,  each  furnished  one,  and  Pottstown  two  with  iron-frame 
desks. 

Graded  Schools. — There  are  ninety  graded  schools  ;  nine  were  graded 
during  the  year — two  of  them  not  yet  fully  graded.  Sixty-one  should  be 
graded  during  the  coming  year,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  proper  attention  will 
be  given  to  this  matter. 

Teachers.—  There  are  173  male  and  105  female  teachers — an  increase  of 
ten  in  the  former,  and  a  decrease  of  eight  in  the  latter. 

Moral  Instruction. — -Nearly  all  the  schools  are  opened  with  prayer,  sing- 
ing, or  by  reading  a  portion  of  scripture.  Some  are  closed  with  prayer 
and  singing.  Each  succeeding  year  the  majority  of  teachers  seem  more 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  their  labor.  At  the  same  time,  however, 
with  regret  be  it  said,  there  are  those  who  do  not  entertain  correct  views 
upon  the  importance,  the  dignity  and  the  responsibility  of  their  position. 
Too  much  is  it  the  habit  of  some  to  labor  as  a  mechanic  labors  upon  the 
material  he  is  fashioning  for  the  conveniences  of  life  ;  not  reflecting  that 
they  have  in  their  care  and  keeping  immortal  minds,  for  the  proper  care  of 
which  they  will  be  duly  held  responsible. 

Apparatus. — All  the  schools  have  blackboards  ;  very  many,  however,  do 
not  have  sufficient  surface  to  exercise  a  whole  class  at  one  time.  This  is  to 
be  regretted  ;  for,  without  sufficient  blackboard  surface,  a  teacher  labors  at 
great  disadvantage.     Many  have  outline  maps,  globes,  astronomical  charts, 
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elocutionary,  spelling  and  reading  cards.  Some  have  unabridged  diction- 
aries, encyclopedias,  arithmetical  frames  and  clocks.  Conshohocken  has  a 
very  respectable  library,  a  good  selection  of  philosophical  and  chemical 
apparatus,  and  a  manikin.  Pottstown  and  Conshohocken  have  cabinet  or- 
gans for  daily  practice,  as  accompaniment  to  singing.  Several  of  the  more 
progressive  teachers  have  their  own  cabinet  organs  in  daily  use  in  their 
schools.  One  hundred  and  fifty  teachers  sing  with  their  scholars,  but  very 
few,  it  any,  teach  music  upon  correct  principles. 

Institute*. — Sixteen  districts  held  institutes,  having  an  attendance  of  149. 
This  is  an  improvement  on  last  year.  And  very  great  credit  do  those 
teachers  deserve  who  are  striving  against  an  opposing  current  which 
would  sweep  away  this  great  help  to  self-culture.  We  held  in  the  month 
if  October,  at  Pottstown,  a  very  successful  meeting  of  the  county  insti- 
tute, continuing  five  days,  with  evening  sessions.  The  same  complaint 
and  protest  must  again  be  entered  against  a  portion  in  attendance  for  man- 
y-sting so  little  interest  in  the  exercises.  They  who  should  especially  be 
attentive  listeners  and  participants  are,  for  the  most  part,  upon  the  lookout 
for  the  greatest  amount  of  pleasure — in  unprofitable  amusement.  The 
principal  instructors  and  lecturers  from  abroad  were  Prof.  J.  AV.  Shoe- 
maker, A.  M. ;'  Rev.  A.  R.  Home,  A.  M.  ;  Prof.  F.  A.  Allen,  A.  M.;  Rev. 
P.  S.  Ilenson,  D.  D.;  Prof.  S.  A.  Potter  and  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  LL.  D. 
Some  of  our  own  teachers  took  an  active  part,  yet  many  more  should  have 
■lone  so,  for  an  active  participation  in  these  exercises  is  the  most  ready 
means  of  ensuring  success  and  of  deriving  personal  advantage. 

]■'. laminations. — Thirty-seven  public  examinations  were  held  ;  186  di- 
rectors were  present ;  294  applicants  received  provisional  certificates  ;  43 
were  rejected  ;  5  received,  during  the  year,  professional  certificates.  Ave- 
rage grade  of  certificates,  2\. 

Visitations. — All  the  schools  were  visited  once — some  a  second  time  ;  in 
all  29T  visits  of  about  one  and  one-sixth  hours  each.  Made  130  addresses. 
For  the  very  best  reason  I  again  suggest  that  teachers  do  not  close  their 
schools  without  giving  superintendent  due  notice  ;  for  this  may  save  con- 
siderable unnecessary  travel.  By  some  means  the  visitations  for  1873  were 
omitted  ;  desiring  this  to  be  on  record,  1  insert  here  :  260  visits  in  all, 
which  is  eight  less  than  the  number  of  schools  under  my  jurisdiction  for 
that  year,  (1813  ;)  length  of  visits,  about  one  and  one-eighth  hours  ;  made 
118  addresses. 

Normal  Class. — During  ten  weeks,  commencing  April  12,  I  instructed, 
at  Trappe,  a  class  of  nearly  one  hundred  young  ladies  and  gentlemen,  who 
are  aiming  at  higher  attainments  in  the  business  of  teaching.  In  this  labor 
1  was  assisted  by  Irwin  Brook  and  J.  AV.  T .  Miller,  two  of  our  most  ener- 
getic and  successful  teachers.     Music  was  made  a  special  study. 
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Conclusion. — Looking  at  the  improvements  in  school  houses,  furniture, 
apparatus  and  other  appliances,  we  have  abundant  cause  to  rejoice.  We 
•would,  however,  desire  to  see  still  greater  improvements.  To  this  end  the 
■first  necessary  requisite  is  a  paying  salary.  Young  meu  and  women  can- 
not educate  themselves  thoroughly,  and  afterward  teach  at  a  nominal  sal- 
ary. A  successful  teacher  would  scarcely  fail  in  any  employment  or  pro- 
fession. Let  salaries,  then,  corresponding  to  the  merits  of  first  class 
teachers,  be  paid,  and  Montgomery  can  keep  her  many  good  workers  who 
•are  yearly  drawn  away  by  higher  salaries.  At  the  present  time  there  are 
no  less  than  nineteen  in  Philadelphia,  Camden,  and  in  four  neighboring 
counties,  at  salaries  ranging  from  $750  up  to  $1,850.  To  other  profes- 
sions and  to  better  paying  business  we  are  losing  a  still  larger  number. 
During  the  year  just  closed  there  were  47  teachers  who  had  no  previous 
experience — about  one-sixth  of  the  whole  number.  Let  experienced 
teachers,  those  who  give  satisfaction  and  are  successful  in  their  labor,  be 
retained  at  paying  salaries,  so  that  they  may,  as  other  men  in  other  busi- 
ness, be  able  to  show  a  good  bank  account  at  the  close  of  each  year — 
this  "teaching  for  the  love  of  teaching,"  may  sound  pretty  well  to  some 
visionaries,  but  teachers  are  flesh  and  blood,  and  need  about  all  the  com- 
forts and  conveniences  of  life  that  men  generally  do.  Let  the  school  houses 
be  large  so  that  all  may  not  only  be  comfortably  seated,  but  that  there  may 
be  plenty  of  room  for  classes.  There  should  be  sufficient  blackboard  sur- 
face to  exercise  a  whole  class  at  one  time.  Let  there  be  uniformity  in  all 
the  text-books.  Every  school-room  should  be  supplied  with  best  furniture 
and  with  an  abundance  of  apparatus.  Grounds  should  be  large  and  pro- 
perly improved.  Too  little  attention  is  given  to  this  matter;  with  muddy 
and  unimproved  grounds  it  is  impossible  to  keep  the  room  clean.  No  one, 
I  presume,  will  feel  called  upon  to  argue  the  necessity  of  clean  school- 
rooms, and  yet  the  condition  of  some  rooms  would  indicate  that  there 
might  be  a  question  upon  this  point.  He  that  can  endure  a  dirty  school- 
room, can  endure  too  much  for  a  first  class  teacher.  Let  all  who  have  the 
control  of  the  young,  ever  remember  this  one  Scripture  injunction:  "Train 
up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart 
from  it."  v 
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MONTOUR  COUNTY— Wm.  Henby. 

In  looking  over  the  workings  of  the  schools  of  the  county  for  the  past 
nine  years,  it  is  gratifying  to  notice  the  improvement  in  the  building  of" 
new  houses,  the  kinds  of  furniture  and  the  arrangement  of  it  in  them.  In 
the  place  of  the  old  unsightly  frame  buildings,  we  have  good  brick  or 
plank  houses,  furnished  with  patent  seats  and  desks,  arranged  in  the  most 
improved  style. 

Owing  to  the  depression  of  the  times,  there  was  but  one  house  built  in 
the  county  during  the  past  year,  that  was  erected  in  Liberty  district,  it  is 
a  good  brick  building,  36  by  28  feet  and  12  feet  in  the  clear,  seated  with 
Lewisburg  patent  furniture  and  has  ample  blackboard  surface. 

There  have  beeu  no  marked  changes  in  the  schools  during  the  year  just 
ended,  yet  there  has  been  advancement  in'  the  proper  direction.  There  is 
improvement  in  the  mode  of  imparting  instruction  by  the  majority  of  the 
teachers,  but  we  still  have  some  who  do  not  advance  with  the  times,  and 
the  schools  would  be  much  better  without  them. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  directors  of  some  districts  do  not  manifest  the 
interest  in  the  schools  that  their  position  as  directors  requires  of  them.  No 
person  should  accept  the  office  of  school  director  who  does  not  intend  to 
attend  to  the  duties  of  the  office  as  diligently  as  he  would  if  he  were  elected 
to  the  best  paying  office  in  the  county. 

The  County  Institute  convened  at  Danville,  December  14,  it  was  well  at- 
tended by  the  teachers  of  the  county  and  the  directors  of  Danville,  who 
took  an  active  part  in  the  work.  The  instructors  and  lecturers  outside  of 
the  county,  were  Mr.  Woodruff  of  Bucks  county  and  Dr.  Griswold,  prin- 
cipal of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Bloomburg. 

Their  ability  as  lecturers  and  instructors  before  a  county  institute  is  so 
well  known,  that  it  is  needless  for  me  to  state  more  than  that  their  entire 
work  was  practical  and  to  the  point. 

The  county  institute  is  regarded  by  many  friends  of  education  as  being 
the  crowning  glory  of  our  present  system.  Its  fruits  are  seen  upon 
teachers  so  plainly  that  it  is  a  wonder  that  directors  do  not  require  all  to 
whom  they  allot  schools  to  attend  as  regularly  as  they  are  required  to  at- 
tend their  schools. 

In  justice  to  the  teachers  of  the  county  as  a  class,  they  are  a  live,  en- 
ergetic body,  and  a  number  of  them  deserve  special  notice  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  acquitted  themselves,  both  in  the  school  room  and  at  the 
county  institute. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  directors  and  teachers  of  the  county  for  the 
many  kindnesses  they  have  shown  me  while  traveling  among  them,  and  to 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  many  favors  received  there- 
from . 
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NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— B.  F.  Rabsly. 

New  Houses,  d-c. — Among  the  prominent  evidences  of  educational 
growth  in  the  county  may  be  noticed  the  erection  of  school  houses.  Fif- 
teen were  built  during  the  year — two  in  Allen,  two  in  Bushkill,  four  in  Up- 
per Mount  Bethel,  two  in  Washington,  two  in  Plainfield,  one  in  Forks,  one 
in  Lower  Mount  Bethel,  and  one  in  Lower  Saucon. 

The  directors  of  these  districts  deserve  much  credit  from  the  friends  of 
the  common  schools  for  their  praiseworthy  efforts  to  improve  the  schools  in 
their  respective  districts. 

The  one  erected  near  Siegfried's  bridge,  in  Allen  township,  deserves 
special  mention.  It  is  a  neat  one-story  brick  edifice,  in  size,  28  by  64  feet, 
ceiling  13  feet  from  the  floor,  having  two  rooms  of  equal  size,  being  sepa- 
rated with  folding  doors.  Both  of  these  rooms  are  supplied  with  furniture 
well  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  pupils  ;  also  with  blackboard  (slate  surface) 
and  Camp's  outline  maps.  In  point  of  durability,  commodiousness  and 
general  internal  arrangements,  it  is  one  of  the  best  school  houses  in  the 
rural  districts. 

The  four  erected  in  Upper  Mount  Bethel  township  are  models  of  neat- 
ness and  durability.  The  increased  population  in  the  thriving  villages  of 
East  Bangor  and  Portland  necessitated  the  establishment  of  an  additional 
school  at  each,  in  consequence  of  which  the  directors  built  an  additional 
room  to  the  school  houses  already  located  in  these  sub-districts.  The  two 
erected  in  Bushkill  township  are  well  constructed  and  nicely  located. 
This  district  is  nearly  over  in  building  school  houses. 

The  one  erected  in  Forks  district  is  a  fine  brick  edifice,  suitably  fur- 
nished with  patent  desks  and  seats,  and  pleasantly  located. 

The  directors  of  Lower  Mount  Bethel  and  Saucon  townships  established 
a  new  sub-district  in  each  of  their  respective  districts — the  former  at 
Oughoughton  and  the  latter  at  Bingen,  at  which  two  good  school  buildings 
were  erected  during  the  year.  Both  of  these  are  well  supplied  with  fur- 
niture. 

Glendon  borough  repaired  one  of  its  school  houses  at  a  cost  of  about  one 
thousand  dollars. 

Whilst  it  is  a  source  of  congratulation  to  report  that  a  fair  degree  of  ad- 
vancement has  been  made  in  the  county  during  the  year,  in  the  wajr  of  re- 
pairing and  building  school  houses,  it  must,  however,  be  admitted  that 
there  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  this  particular.  In  our  report  of  last 
year  we  stated  that  many  of  the  houses  had  been  renovated  the  year  pie- 
vious  where  it  "was  needed.  Much  has  also  been  done  in  this  respect  dur- 
ing the  year  just  closed  ;  yet  we  have  many  good  school  buildings,  having 
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apparently  been  built  tenor  fifteen  years  ago,  which  are  becoming  weather- 
beaten,  and  showing  signs  of  premature  decay,  simply  for  the  want  of  re- 
painting. The  favorable  consideration  of  the  directors  is  directed  to  this 
matter. 

Nearly  all  the  school  houses  in  the  county  are  provided  with  out-houses, 
but  many  of  them,  especially  in  some  of  the  rural  districts,  do  not  come  in 
very  close  proximity  to  what  they  should  be.  They  should  be  built  with 
separate  apartments,  for  boys  and  girls,  kept  clean,  with  locks  and  keys  to 
the  doors,  and  accessible  without  any  unnecessary  exposure.  Teachers 
should  be  held  responsible  for  their  cleanliness. 

Furniture  and  Apparatus. — Commendable  improvement  has  been  made 
in  supplying  school  rooms  with  furniture.  Of  the  twenty-three  rooms  re- 
ported as  having  been  supplied  during  the  year,  three  were  furnished  with 
"  home-made  "  seats  and  desks  ;  the  remaining  twenty  were  supplied  with 
patent  furniture  of  the  latest  and  most  improved  style. 

In  respect  to  apparatus  not  as  much  noticeable  progress  has  been  made 
in  some  of  the  districts,  as  is  desirable.  Whilst  many  of  the  school  rooms 
in  the  county,  it  is  true,  are  supplied  with  black-board  surface,  globes,  out- 
line maps,  charts,  &c,  it  is  also  equally  true  that  many  are  yet  sadly  de- 
ficient in  these  necessary  articles.  They  are  indispensable  in  the  hands  of 
skillful  teachers.  Live,  earnest  teachers  can  do  a  great  deal  toward  secur- 
ing the  desired  apparatus. 

Schools. — There  has  been  an  increase  of  sixteen  schools  during  the  year, 
making  the  whole  number  now  two  hundred  and  forty-eight ;  seventy-five 
of  which  are  graded. 

The  advantages  of  grading  schools  in  the  rural  districts  are  becoming 
better  understood  every  year,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  system  of  grading 
will  be  carried  into  effect  wherever  practicable.  We  have  district  uniform- 
ity of  books,  yet  in  some  schools  it  was  not,  in  every  instance,  as  complete 
as  it  should  have  been.  This  was  owing,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  the  neglect 
or  refusal  on  the  part  of  some  parents  to  purchase  the  necessary  books  for 
their  children,  and  the  prejudice  to  the  study  of  some  of  the  common  school 
©ranches.  This  refusal  may,  however,  be  attributed  to  several  causes; 
among  which  might  be  mentioned  that  many  of  the  parents  would  have 
gladly  purchased  the  much  needed  books  for  their  children,  but  owing  to 
the  "hard  times,"  and  the  want  of  suitable  employment,  were  destitute  of 
the  proper  means.  It  is  unreasonable  to  expect  a  teacher  to  do  efficient 
work  in  the  school  where  this  drawback  exists.  Several  boards  purchase 
the  necessary  books  at  the  expense  of  their  respective  districts. 

Some  of  the  parents  manifested  considerable  interest  in  their  schools  by 
occasionally  visiting  them.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  If  parents  generally 
could  be  induced  to  visit  their  schools  frequently,  the  effects  would  be  ap- 
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parent.  Teachers  would  be  encouraged  to  persevere,  and  children  would 
be  stimulated  to  greater  diligence  in  their  studies. 

High  Schools. — We  have  two  such  schools  (Easton  is  not  included  in  this 
report)  in  the  county — one  at  South  Easton,  and  the  other  at  South  Bethle- 
hem-r-both  of  which  were  in  most  excellent  condition,  and  received  popu- 
lar favor.  The  latter  was  organized  in  September  last,  with  Prof.  II.  S. 
Houskeeper,  a  graduate  of  the  Lehigh  University,  as  principal.  The  board 
furnished  one  of  the  rooms  for  the  school  in  the  Penrose  building  with 
Bancroft  seats  and  desks,  and  with  all  the  necessary  apparatus,  the  whole 
costing  about  $600. 

Salaries. — In  most  of  the  districts  the  teachers  receive  salaries  according 
to  the  grades  indicated  on  their  certificates.  This  seems  to  work  well,  and 
we  see  no  reason  why  it  may  not  be  introduced  generally.  Workmen  in 
other  occupations  are  paid  according  to  their  tact  and  skill ;  why  then  should 
an  apprentice  in  the  profession,  with  little  or  no  experience,  be  paid  the 
same  as  one  who  has  already  been  tried,  and  shown  proficiency  in  the  wcrk? 

Institute. — The  County  Teachers'  Institute,  which  convened  on  the  28th 
of  December  last,  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Pardee  Hall  connected  with 
Lafayette  College,  at  Easton,  was  a  decided  success.  In  respect  to  the 
general  interest  manifested  and  the  amount  of  thorough  work  done  at  this 
institute,  whilst  in  session,  it  was  perhaps  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any 
similar  meeting  ever  held  in  the  county.  A  programme  of  exercises  had 
been  published  in  due  time,  in  consequence  thereof  the  teachers  had  an  op- 
portunity of  coming  prepared  for  the  work,  and  they,  in  the  main,  very 
creditably  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity.  The  discussions  on  the 
different  topics  presented  were  terse  and  to  the  point.  Prof.  F.  A.  March 
gave  valuable  instructions  on  English  grammar.  Interesting  evening  lec- 
tures were  delivered  by  Profs.  T.  C.  Porter  and  S.  J.  Coffin,  members  of  the 
College  Faculty;  and  Rev.  A.  R.  Home,  of  the  Keystone  Normal  school. 

We  were  kindly  assisted  in  preparing  the  programme  for  the  institute, 
by  Superintendent  Cottingham,  of  Easton  ;  District  Superintendent  Trau- 
sue,  of  South  Easton  ;  A.  C.  La  Barre,  of  Bethlehem,  and  Jacob  Mann,  of 
Mount  Bethel.  J.  S.  Downs  and  T.  A.  Steiner,  Esqs.,  deserve  special  men- 
tion for  the  excellent  music  rendered  during  the  week.  All  of  which  aided 
in  making  the  institute  eminently  successful. 

Before  closing  this,  we  cannot  help  but  express  our  heartfelt  thanks  to 
Dr.  W.  C.  Cattell,  as  well  as  to  the  entire  College  Faculty,  for  their  kind- 
ness and  liberality  in  tendering  to  us  the  use  of  the  magnificent  hall,  free 
of  charge,  to  hold  the  sessions  of  the  institute,  and  in  contributing  also 
their  aid  in  making  it  successful  No  wonder  Lafayette  College  is  recog- 
nized as  a  warm  friend  of  the  public  schools.     Besides,  the  teachers  during 
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the  week  had  free  access  to  the  different  college  cabinets,  laboratories,  &c, 
which  they  highly  appreciated  as  a  special  favor. 

District  Superintendence — It  is  a  well  conceded  fact  in  school  economy, 
that  close  and  intelligent  supervision  is  a  potent  agency  in  elevating  the 
standard  of  popular  education  The  law  wisely  makes  provision  for  direc- 
tors to  appoint  district  superintendents  to  inspect  and  oversee  the  schools. 
Prof.  Aaron  Trausue,  of  South  Easton,  an  experienced  teacher,  and  Rev. 
M.  A.  Smith,  of  Nazareth,  served  in  tins  capacity,  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
report  that  their  labors  were  highly  beneficial  to  the  schools  in  their  re- 
spective districts. 

Work  Dune  by  Superintendent. — Held  twenty-four  public  and  four  private 
examinations,  at  which  199  applicants  received  provisional,  and  nine  pro- 
fessional certificates — twenty-four  were  rejected.  Made  313  visits  to  the 
schools;  traveled  2.132  miles  in  attending  to  official  duties;  wrote  272  official 
letters,  and  spent  247  days  in  official  duty. 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY— Saul  Shipman. 

As  the  instructions  given  by  the  State  Superintendent  require  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  items  contained  in  the  statistical  table  from  the  annual  written 
report,  we  shall  invite  the  careful  attention  of  at  least  the  school  men  of 
this  county  to  the  statistical  table  herewith  submitted,  the  annual  district 
reports  and  other  information  at  command  as  best  showing  the  general 
workings  of  the  system  during  the  year  just  ended,  and  we  shall,  also,  but 
briefly  refer  to  such  changes,  denoting  progress  or  changes  needed,  as  can- 
not be  well  represented  by  figures  alone. 

The  five  new  houses  noted  in  the  statistical  table  as  having  been  .completed 
during  the  year  are  all  neat  substantial  buildings.  The  new  graded  school 
house  built  in  Mt.  Carmel  township,  is  a  two-story  building,  with  two  rooms 
on  each  floor,  well  lighted,  heated,  ventilated  and  furnished  with  patent 
gothic  desks,  as  was  also  their  other  new  room.  The  house  built  in  Lower 
Augusta  is  similar  to  the  one  in  that  district  mentioned  in  last  year's  re- 
port. 

Shamokin  borough  built  an  addition  to  one  of  its  previously  well  con- 
structed buildings,  furnished  four  rooms  with  patent  gothic  desks  and  two 
recitation  rooms  with  recitation  seats. 

Coal  again  furnished  six  rooms  with  patent  gothic  desks,  thus  completing 
their  whole  number — twelve — in  two  years. 

At  the  beginning  of  my  first  term  of  office  there  were  four  non-accepting 
districts  in  this  county,  all  of  which  are  now  enlisted  under  the  banner  of 
the  free  school  system,  and  in  justice  to  them  it  is  but  proper  to  say  that 
they  are  among  the  most  progressive  districts  in  the  county. 
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The  number  of  graded  schools  in  this  county  has  increased  from  thirty- 
tiine  to  eighty-three  during  the  past  six  years.  More  is  yet  needed  in  this 
direction.  Among  the  most  important  needed  changes  in  this  county  is 
that  of  grading  or  systematizing  the  work  of  the  schools  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. 

Whilst  we  have  steadily  and  untiringly  labored  with  teachers  and  direc- 
tors to  bring  about  this  much  needed  change,  and  whilst  we  have  in  a  great 
measure  paved  the  way  to  a  successful  grading  of  the  schools  of  the  rural 
districts,  may  we  not  hope  that  our  successor  will  soon  accomplish  this 
great  necessity  ?  or  shall  our  labors  in  that  direction  have  been  in  vain  ? 

In  the  absence  of  a  thorough  systematizing  or  grading  of  the  work  of 
these  schools,  they  will  of  necessity  work,  to  a  great  extent,  independently 
•of  each  other.  As  long  as  the  different  boards  of  directors  permit  the  indi- 
vidual teachers,  however  inexperienced  some  of  them  may  be,  to  decide 
-each  for  himself  what  shall  be  taught  and  when  it  shall  be  taught,  as  well 
as  what  methods  shall  be  used,  there  will  be  a  want  of  unity  of  action  that 
will  retard  the  progress  of  those  schools. 

Delaware  is  classed  in  the  statistical  table  as  having  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  houses  unfit  for  use.  The  number  of  houses  in  this  district  might, 
if  properly  located,  be  reduced  to  nine  or  ten,  and  thus  afford  to  the  dis- 
trict an  annual  saving  of  about  $1,000. 

In  our  examinations  and  grading  of  certificates,  as  well  as  by  other 
means,  we  labored  most  earnestly  to  advance  the  standard  or  grade  of 
qualifications,  and  we  have,  in  a  great  measure,  succeeded  in  so  doing. 

The  average  grade  of  certificates  for  the  year  just  ended,  was  2.68,  which, 
if  the  standard  of  qualifications  had  remained  as  it  was  six  years  ago, 
would  have  been  about  1.25.  Our  efforts  in  this  direction  were  nobly 
seconded  by  the  best  school  men  and  best  teaching  talent  in  the  county, 
During  the  first  two  years  of  our  labors  to  advance  the  standard  of  quab'fi- 
cations,  we  also  met  with  the  opposition  of  some  "  fossils  "  who  feared  that 
they  might  be  "  reduced  to  ranks." 

The  annual  County  Institute  convened  at  Sunbury,  December  28th,  and 
continued  in  session  five  days.  The  principal  instructors  and  lecturers 
were  Profs.  W.  W.  Woodruff,  Wm.  H.  Dill,  Elias  Schneider,  E.  A.  Angell 
and  Dr.  Griswold.  The  institute  was  well  attended  by  teachers  of  the 
county  and  other  friends  of  education.  And  now  the  statistics  have  been 
presented,  and  yet  the  story  remains  untold,  suffice  it  to  say  that  there  is 
no  cause  for  discouragement,  but  abundant  evidences  of  incentives  to  ac- 
tion, and  to  perseverance  in  the  noble  cause  in  which  so  much  good  has 
been  and  may  still  be  accomplished.  Behind  all  the  statistics  are  beating 
human  hearts—the  hearts  of  self-sacrificing  teachers — teachers  who  are  to 
inspire  the  hearts  and  animate  the  souls  of  the  rising  generation:  who, 
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with  an  upward  looking  of  their  whole  being,  are  striving  to  place  humanity 
upon  a  common  world-wide  platform,  upon  which  all  good  men  may  stand, 
irrespective  of  party  or  sect,  to  labor  for  the  advancement  of  civilization, 
and  the  amelioration  of  the  human  race. 

And  now  in  closing  this  report,  and  surrendering  the  trust  which  was 
confided  to  me,  I  am  conscious  that  in  the  discharge  of  duties  so  numerous 
and  varied,  I  must  have  given  offence  to  some  and  disappointment  to  others. 
I  have,  doubtless,  made  mistakes,  but  my  endeavor  has  been  to  fully  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  position  without  fear,  favor,  or  affection,  and  to> 
act  justly  with  my  co-laborers,  and  in  obedience  with  the  commands  of  the- 
law. 

To  teachers,  directors  and  citizens,  who  have  extended  to  me  uniform 
kindness  and  courtesy,  and  who  have  aided  me  in  my  labors,  I  return  my 
thanks  and  invoke  the  "blessing  of  the  Lord  that  maketh  rich  and  addeth 
no  sorrow  with  it." 
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Improvements. — Eleven  new  school  houses  were  erected  at  an  average 
cost  of  $1,025.  These,  with  one  exception,  are  creditable  structures. 
Fourteen  new  and  old  school  houses  were  furnished  with  patent  furniture. 
The  directors  of  Millerstown  and  Marysville  boroughs  fenced  and  graded 
their  grounds.  Shade  trees  were  planted  by  the  citizens  in  Upper  Cove- 
school  grounds,  iu  Penn  township.  Mr.  Wilson  Darlington  donated  one- 
half  of  an  acre  of  ground,  on  which  to  erect  the  new  brick  school  house  in 
Centre  township.  The  directors  furnished  the  schools  of  Penn  township 
each  with  a  set  of  Sanders'  charts. 

The  directors  assembled  in  directors'  meeting,  at  the  Teachers'  Institute, 
adopted  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  That  we  recommend  that  the  most  convenient  size  of  our  country 
school  houses  be  about  30  by  34  feet,  with  portico  in  front,  ceiling  twelve 
feet  high,  well  adapted  and  ventilated  ;  and  in  the  construction  of  the  build- 
ing, there  should  be  a  vestibule  at  the  entrance,  and  recesses  for  depositing 
the  clothing,  the  entrance  to  which  shall  be  within  the  school  room,  under 
the  eye  of  the  teacher  and  the  school ;  the  room  to  be  furnished  with  the 
most  approved  and  comfortable  desks  and  seats. 

2.  That  protracted  religious  meetings  should  not  be  held  in  our  common 
school  houses  during  the  term. 

A  committee  of  the  permanent  and  professional  teachers  reported  a  sys- 
tematic plan  of  grading  our  ungraded  common  country  schools  into,  four 
grades,  as  follows : 
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First  Grade. — Oral  language  exercises  ;  alphabet  with  charts;  spelling 
by  sound  and  letters,  and  lessons  introductory  to  reading,  printing  letters, 
and  writing  on  slates  and  blackboards  ;  vocal  music,  oral  arithmetic  and 
drawing. 

Second  Grade. — Second  reader  ;  spelling  and  defining  words  ;  lessons  on- 
objects ;  primary,  mental  and  written  arithmetic,  including  fundamental 
rules  ;  first  lessons  in  geography ;  penmanship,  and  drawing  on  slates  and 
paper  ;  oral  and  written  language  lessons,  and  vocal  music. 

Third  Grade. — Third  reader  ;  spelling  and  defining  words,  and  key  to 
pronunciation  ;  mental  and  written  arithmetic  ;  political  geography  ;  pen- 
manship and  drawing ;  language  lessons  ;  declamations  and  vocal  music. 

Fourth  Grade. — Fourth  reader  ;  spelling,  defining  and  analysis  of  words  'y 
abbreviations  and  contractions  used  in  writing  and  printing  ;  mental  and 
written  arithmetic  ;  political  geography  ;  grammar ;  composition  ;  United 
States  history  ;  penmanship  and  drawing  ;  declamations  and  vocal  music. 

Penn,  Jackson  and  Tyrone  districts  have  no  outline  maps,  except  as  fur- 
nished by  the  teachers.  The  outlay  for  a  set  of  these  outline  maps,  to  be 
placed  in  each  school  in  these  districts,  would  be  judicious. 

The  classes  in  oral  grammar,  organized  by  our  teachers,  have  been  so 
successful  without  a  book,  that  many  of  them  say  they  will  not  teach  this 
subject  in  any  other  way  to  beginners. 

Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  held  at  New  Bloomfield  during  the 
week  commencing  Monday,  December  7,  and  was  pronounced  by  all  in  at- 
tendance, the  best  meeting  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  the  county.  The 
teachers  did  part  of  the  work  of  each  day's  session  in  answering  queries- 
proposed  by  themselves,  and  referred  by  the  Superintendent.  Prof  J.  W. 
Shoemaker,  of  Philadelphia,  gave  a  successful  elocutionary  entertainment 
on  Monday  evening ;  Prof.  J.  H.  Kurzenknabe,  of  Harrisburg,  conducted 
the  music,  and  gave  a  lecture  on  the  same ;  Prof.  J.  V.  Montgomery,  of 
Millersville,  presented  free  hand  drawing  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  ; 
Prof.  A.  N.  Raub,  of  Lock  Haven,  was  the  regular  instructor  for  the  week 
and  gave  two  evening  lectures  ;  Rev.  John  Edgar,  of  the  Bloomfield 
Academy,  Messrs.  S  B.  Fahnestock  and  Wm.  E.  Baker  gave  evening  lec- 
tures. 

Recommendations. — The  experience  of  the  past  abundantly  testifies  that 
not  more  do  we  want  good  teachers  than  a  good  school  sentiment.  Parental 
co-operation  is  indispensable  to  good  schools.  Teachers,  to  be  successful, 
must  be  sustained  when  they  work  for  the  best  interest  of  the  schools. 
Bad  boys  must  not  be  allowed  to  destroy  our  schools.  Directors,  your 
duty  in  such  cases  is  plain,  and  wherever  it  has  been  fully  done  the  past 
term  the  result  has  been  wholesome. 
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It  is  recommended  that  secretaries  exercise  greater  care  in  the  examina- 
tion and  approval  of  teachers'  monthly  reports — no  report  should  be  ap- 
proved that  has  not  been  made  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  in  the 
report  books.  These  reports  present  the  history  of  the  schools,  written  by 
the  teachers,  and  are  indicative  of  their  business  character.  Besides,  they 
furnish  the  statistics  upon  which  legislators  rely  in  making  our  school  laws, 
and  it  is  therefore  vitally  important  that  they  be  correct. 

Centennial. — Next  year  will  be  an  era  in  the  history  of  our  country  that 
cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed.  At  the  Centennial  in  Philadelphia  will 
be  exhibited  the  systems  of  education  of  tho  different  civilized  nations  of 
the  world.  It  is  therefore,  recommended  that  as  many  teachers,  patrons 
and  pupils  as  circumstances  will  permit,  visit  and  carefully  examine  and 
study  this  part  of  the  exposition.  If  we  have  become  great  as  a  nation 
and  people,  it  is  largely  due  to  our  educational  system,  and,  in  proportion 
as  we  improve  and  perfect  it,  will  our  power  for  the  future  be  increased. 

My  thanks  are  duo  and  extended  to  all  who  have,  in  any  way,  con- 
tributed to  the  success  of  our  schools. 
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It  is  a  source  of  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  during  the  school  year 
just  ended,  the  working  of  the  common  school  system  in  our  county,  was 
such  as  to  inspire  the  friends  of  popular  education  with  renewed  energy 
and  encouragement  to  press  forward  in  their  endeavors  to  accomplish  the 
noble  work  contemplated  by  that  system.  It  is  true  that  less  money  was 
expended  in  erecting  buildings  than  during  the  preceding  year,  but  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  necessity  did  not  exist,  for  there  are  only  four 
school  houses  in  the  county  that  should  be  marked  "unfit  for  use."  The 
directors  of.  Lehman  erected  a  convenient,  neat  and  substantial  house  at 
Pine  Ridge.  It  is  large,  neatly  painted,  plentifully  lighted  and  furnished 
with  furniture  of  improved  style,  and  ample  blackboard  surface.  The  di- 
rectors deserve  much  credit  for  their  untiring  efforts  in  erecting  a  building 
that  is  an  ornament  to  the  neighborhood,  and  a  means  of  comfort  artd  pleas- 
ure to  teacher  and  pupil. 

Initiatory  steps  were  taken  for  erecting  a  new  house  at  Kleinhance's,  in 
Blooming  Grove,  but  it  will  not  be  completed  before  the  last  of  August. 
It  is  large  and  well  arranged,  and  stands  on  a  rising  spot  of  ground  near 
an  excellent  spring  of  water.  The  authorities  will  spare  neither  pains  nor 
money  in  making  it  in  every  way,  the  fit  abode  for  the  large  number  of  pu- 
pils that  attend  the  school.  Tho  graded  building  at  Matamoras,  Westfall, 
proves  to  small  for  the  large  number  of  children  living  in  that  fast-growing 
village,  and  will  be  enlarged  as  soon  as  practicable. 
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My  statistical  table  will  furnish  information  respecting  furniture,  appara- 
tus, classification,  uniformity  of  text  books,  and  other  matter  not  neces- 
sary to  be  repeated  in  this  report. 

No  district  fell  below  the  minimum  term.  Several  were  (me  or  two 
months  above  it,  and  Westfall  came  within  one  month  of  reaching  the  maxi- 
mum school  term. 

My  mode  of  examination  was  the  same  as  mentioned  in  my  former  re- 
ports— oral  and  written  combined.  The  average  grade  of  certificate  is  a 
little  lower  than  in  the  previous  year.  Very  few  private  examinations  were 
granted.  Some  districts  graded  the  salaries  of  teachers  according  to  the 
grade  of  certificate — a  plan  that  should  be  adopted  by  all,  as  this  method 
discriminates  between  poorly  qualified  and  proficient  teachers. 

The  time  spent  in  visitations  was  apportioned  as  mentioned  in  m}'  former 
reports,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  state,  that  with  but  few  exceptions,  I  found 
the  schools  in  a  prosperous  condition,  teachers  faithful  to  their  charge,  pu- 
pils quiet  and  studious,  rooms  presenting  a  clean  and  cheerful  appearance. 
I  regret  that  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  all  the  schools. 

The  County  Institute  convened  at  Milford,  on  Monday,  the  26th  day  of 
April,  continued  five  days,  and  was  completely  successful.  The  attendance 
of  teachei's,  though  fair,  was  not  so  large  as  it  should  have  been.  The  ex- 
ercises were  practical  and  interesting.  We  were  ably  assisted  by  Revs. 
E.  H.  Mateer,  F.  W.  Copeland,  Prof.  Knighton,  Hon.  D.  A.  Wells,  Hon. 
G.  II.  Rowland,  of  State  Senate,  and  G.  1>.  W.  Lay  ton,  Esq.  Our  better 
qualified  and  more  experienced  teachers  took  an  active  part  in  the  day  ex- 
ercises, in  which  they  acquitted  themselves  with  credit.  The  room  during 
the  evening  sessions  was  densely  crowded  by  an  intelligent  and  apprecia- 
tive audience.  The  efficient  Milford  choir,  with  Miss  Kate  Blizzard  as  or- 
ganist, contributed  much  to  the  entertainment. 

In  examinations,  visitations  and  other  official  duties  I  spent  160  days ;  tra- 
veled 1,764  miles,  and  wrote  136  letters. 

In  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  "  third  term,"  a  plan  of  action  is  re- 
solved upon  which,  it  is  believed,  will  give  increased  impetus  to  the  march 
of  education  in  our  county,  and  it  is  hoped  that  teachers  will  consult  their 
own  interest  and  standing  in  the  profession,  and  lend  a  willing  hand  to  ef- 
fect the  desired  end. 

In  conclusion,  I  again  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  teachers,  directors 
and  citizens,  for  the  kindness,  courtesy  and  hospitality  I  have  everywhere 
received,  and  to  the  School  Department  for  valuable  advice. 
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POTTER  COUNTY— J.  W.  Allen. 

School  Grounds. — It  may  be  seen  from  my  statistical  report  accompany- 
ing this,  that  we  have  only  24  of  sufficient  size,  measured  according:  to 
instructions  from  the  School  Department,  and  also  that  none  in  this  county 
are  "  suitably  improved."  In  a  few  cases  a  beginning  had  been  made  in 
the  improvement  of  these  grounds.  Some  houses  have  been  enclosed  with 
plain  substantial  fences,  a  majority  have  been  on  two  or  three  sides,  with 
the  front  left  open  generally  to  the  highway,  and  quite  a  number  are  wholly 
neglected.  If  fathers  would  go  with  their  teams  just  before  the  opening  of 
the  summer  terms,  they  could,  in  most  cases,  remove  in  half  a  day  the 
stumps  and  logs,  grade  and  level  the  grounds,  and  set  out  at  least  a  few 
shade  trees. 

"Work  of  this  kind,  at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  would  be  as  profitable 
as  rhetorical  exercises  and  pic-nics  are  pleasant  at  the  close.  Then  direc- 
tors, if  asked,  would  not  delay  long  before  doing  their  duty  in  building 
suitable  fences  that  the  other  improvements  of  the  grounds  might  be  pre- 
served. If  our  people,  and  directors  particularly,  would  take  half  the  in- 
terest in  regard  to  the  improvement  of  the  school  grounds  as  our  teachers 
generally  do  in  trying  to  make  their  school-rooms  pleasant,  my  statistical 
report  in  this  respect  would  reflect  credit  upon  us. 

Houses.— Ten  have  been  built — more  probably  than  during  any  one  year 
before — one  in  each  of  the  following  districts  :  Genesee,  Harrison,  Hector, 
Homer,  Oswayo,  Pleasant  Valley,  Sweden,  Ulysses,  and  two  in  Pike.  While 
none  of  these  rank  quite  among  our  best,  every  one  is  better  than  the  old  ones, 
whose  places  they  supply,  ever  were.  Each  of  these  new  ones,  with  only 
one  or  two  exceptions,  indicates  marked  improvement  in  regard  to  internal 
arrangements  and  furniture.  The  one  at  Brookland,  in  Ulysses,  especially 
shows  this.  The  directors  of  that  township  deserve  credit  for  putting 
patent  seats  and  desks  into  that  house.  Excepting  one  room  in  the  graded 
school  building,  at  Lewisville,  no  other  house  is  yet  supplied  with  patent 
seats.  This  kind  of  furniture  costs  some  more  at  first,  but  is  fully  equal  in 
in  every  respect  to  the  "  home-made,"  besides  being  more  comfortable  and 
convenient,  and  less  liable  to  gradual  destruction  from  the  knives  of  reck- 
less, if  not  vicious  boys. 

In  this  connection  it  is  deemed  proper  to  state,  from  careful  observation 
for  several  years,  I  estimate  that  not  less  than  $1,500  worth  of  school  pro- 
perty is  needlessly  destroyed  every  year  in  this  county.  Singing  schools, 
religious  meetings  and  elections  help  to  make  up  this  amount.  Somebody 
should  be  held  responsible  for  all  this. 
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When  parents  teach  their  children  at  home  to  be  far  less  destructive  of 
their  playthings  and  of  whatever  else  they  may  use  ;  when  directors  do  their 
duty  in  trying  to  preserve  houses  during  vacations,  and  rigidly  hold 
teachers  responsible  for  all  needless  injury  of  school  property  during  the 
terms ;  and  when  our  teachers  do  their  part  in  this  respect,  then  we  may 
expect  what  we  have  a  right  to  demand  that  this  kind  of  destruction  will 
be  stopped.  Until  these  three  personal  agencies,  about  equally  responsi- 
ble, are  faithfully  used  we  shall  not  see  much  improvement  in  this  direction. 

Text-Books. — Eighty-four,  or  only  about  two-thirds,  of  our  schools  had 
uniformity  of  books.  This  slight  decrease  from  last  year  is  owing  to  the 
culpable  neglect  of  some  of  our  boards  of  directors  to  enforce  the  tise  of 
books  adopted  by  their  predecessors.  The  "winning  ways"  of  a  book  agent 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  a  year  or  two  since,  helped  to  bring  about 
this  decrease.  Cheap  books  and  cheap  talk  offered  by  one  of  these  agents 
too  often  influenced  some  of  our  directors  to  adopt  a  series  so  far  inferior 
that  confusion  is  the  natural  result.  While  it  is  true  that  most  of  our 
school  books  cost  too  much,  it  is  not  wise  to  exchange  them  for  others  that 
are  inferior  in  the  most  essential  respects,  just  because  they  are  cheaper. 
The  price  asked  for  text-books  and  the  apparent  combination  of  pub- 
lishers have  induced  some  of  our  people  to  think  that  the  State  should  fur- 
nish these  books  exclusively  for  our  common  schools.  Those  who  think  so 
do  not  seem  to  know  the  unfortunate  results  which  have  attended  such  ef- 
forts made  in  other  States.  Our  present  law  on  this  subject  is  very  good. 
It  places  the  power  to  select  books  just  where  it  belongs — in  the  locali- 
ties where  they  are  to  be  used.  It  authorizes  the  people  to  decide  this 
matter  with  but  few  restrictions.  As  it  is  now,  publishers  are  in  constant 
competition,  so  that  combinations  among  them  must,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  be  exceptional  and  short  in  duration.  A  monopoly,  whether  pri- 
vate or  public,  no  matter  what  it  promises  to  do,  is  sure,  sooner  or  later, 
to  prove  dear  for  the  people  who  are  forced  to  patronize  it. 

Let  our  boards  of  directors,  as  the  law  now  requires,  adopt  any  good 
series  of  text-books  and  then  enforce  their  exclusive  use  till  they  are  satis- 
fied, all  things  considered,  that  a  change  would  be  beneficial,  and  this  ex- 
ecutive part  of  our  school  system  would  prove  to  be  one  of  its  best  feat- 
ures.     Uniformity  is  of  more  consequence  than  the  kind  of  books. 

Institute. — This  was  held  in  Coudersport  during  the  last  two  days  of  Sep- 
tember and  the  first  three  in  October.  W.  W.  Woodruff  wa3  the  princi- 
pal instructor,  and  fully  sustained,  in  all  respects,  his  good  reputation  in 
this  important  education  work.  Rev.  N.  L.  Reynolds  was  his  chief  assist- 
ant. His  talks,  lectures  and  illustrations  were  so  characteristic  of  him 
that  they  will  long  be  remembered  by  teachers  and  spectators  as  plain, 
pleasant  and  practical.     Rev.  J.  N.  Fradenburgh  was  present  oply  a  day 
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or  two.  His  instruction  related  mostly  to  geography  and  methods  of 
teaching  it.  The  lecture  on  language  given  by  him  in  the  evening  showed 
great  research,  and  was  well  liked  by  those  best  informed  on  this  subject. 
The  presence  uf  our  State  Superintendent,  Mr.  Wickersham,  during  one 
evening  and  the  next  morning  did  us  all  good.  His  evening  lecture  was 
listened  to  with  great  satisfaction  by  those  living  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the 
county.  No  educational  address  ever  called  together  so  many  of  our  citi- 
zens. And  no  institute  in  this  county  was  ever  so  largely  attended  by 
teachers,  directors  and  other  friends  of  education.  There  were  171  actual 
members  enrolled,  besides  about  40  others  who  attended  as  regnlaily  as 
the  teachers. 

Considering  the  rainy  weather  and  bad  roads  at  that  time,  the  sacrifices 
(which  in  money  were  not  less  than  $500)  made  by  teachers  and  those  who 
are  preparing  to  teach,  this  attendance  and  the  very  good  instruction  im- 
parted fully  warranted  the  county  superintendent  in  drawing  $200 — which 
he  legally  did — from  the  county  treasurer,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this 
institute. 

During  the  last  year  it  has  cost  our  county  more  than  twice  this  amount 
to  convict  and  keep  in  jail  one  poor  unfortunate  man,  now  sentenced  to  be 
hung  for  "murder  in  the  first  degree.  To  save  him  from  this  doom  a  peti- 
tion pleading  his  general  ignorance,  signed  by  hundreds  of  our  citizens, 
has  been  sent  to  the  Board  of  Pardons.  Our  political  demagogues  do  not 
write  or  talk  about  this  to  the  taxpayers.  If  one-half  our  county  expendi- 
tures were  as  wisely  used  as  was  the  amount  lor  this  institute,  our  society 
would  soon  be  better,  our  material  prosperity  increased,  our  taxpayers  far 
Ijss  burdened  in  paying  for  jails,  the  conviction  and  boarding  of  criminals, 
and  our  duty  far  better  done  to  our  children. 

Election  of  County  Superintendent  — As  no  one  thing  connected  with  our 
schools  occasioned  so  much  interest  as  this,  and  probably  will  again,  it 
seems  proper  to  refer  to  it  in  this  report.  While  our  people  are  generally 
in  sympathy  with  our  school  system  as  a  whole,  they  are  not  so  united  in 
regard  to  some  parts  of  it.  Generally  those  who  are  most  interested  in  the 
education  of  the  masses — the  poor  man's  children  as  well  as  the  rich— and 
those  best  acquainted  with  the  workings  of  this  office  in  this  and  in  other 
States,  are  in  favor  of  the  county  superintendency.  Whenever  an  election 
of  this  kind  occurs,  those  who  belong  in  most  respects  to  the  opposite  class, 
whether  they  be  untruthful  editors,  unscrupulous  politicians  or  personal 
enemies  of  any  of  the  candidates,  have  an  opportunity  which  they  greedily 
use,  to  exert  their  influence  against  this  office. 

Often  they  favor  the  election  of  incompetent  men,  expecting  thereby  to 
make  the  office  unpopular.  In  most  cases,  however,  they  misrepresent 
facts  in  regard  to  the  services  and  salaries  of  these  officers,  and  appeal  to 
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taxpayers  and  directors,  who,  if  ignorant  and  opposed  to  the  office,  and  not. 
likely  to  elect  their  favorite  candidate,  rote  a  salary  so  low  that  no  suitable 
man  can,  with  justice  to  himself,  do  the  work  required  of  a  superintendent. 
Thus  the  efficiency  of  the  office  is  greatly  impaired  by  crippling  the  officer. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  others  connected  wilh  this  subject,  it  is  high 
time  that  our  Legislature  fixed  the  compensation  of  these  officers  upon  some 
basis  as  nearly  equitable  as  possible.  The  one  recommended  by  the  School 
Department  a  few  years  ago  seems  to  be  fair  and  necessary. 

3Iiscellaneous.  —  Our  graded  schools  are  still  successful.  The  one  at 
Lewisville  was  especially  so  during  the  past  year.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  school  board  there  is  not  able  to  retain  B.  B.  Slade,  as  principal. 
But  it  will  probably  do  its  best  to  secure  a  worthy  successor,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  people  there  will  not  become  "  weary  in  well  doing." 

More  have  been  preparing  to  teach  than  even  last  year;  113  who  have 
never  taught,  having  been  examined.  This  is  encouraging.  It  indicates 
that  we  shall  soon  have  more  qualified  teachers.  Our  agricultural  resources 
are  being  more  fully  developed,  the  dairying  interest  receiving  the  most 
attention.  Work  on  the  proposed  railroad  from  Buffalo  to  Williamsport 
via  Coudersport  and  Pine  Creek,  is  being  done  within  the  limits  of  this 
county.  We,  as  a  people,  cannot  afford  to  have  our  material  prosperity  go 
in  advance  of  our  mental  and  moral  improvements.  My  last  report  con- 
tains a  detailed  statement  of  most  of  our  obstacles  to  improvement  and  their 
remedies. 

Conclusion. — My  thanks  are  due  to  the  School  Department  for  official 
advice  and  instructions  ;  to  the  editor  of  the  Potter  Journal,  for  publishing 
items  and  articles  designed  to  promote  the  cause  of  education  ;  to  our 
teachers  and  directors  for  their  co-operation  and  kindness,  and  to  many  of 
our  citizens  for  their  good  will. 
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I  have  in  previous  reports  given  directly  and  inferentially,  what  I  be- 
lieved to  be  a  full  and  truthful  account  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  of 
this  county,  and  made  such  remarks  and  suggestions  as  were  considered 
pertinent  and  necessary.  These  suggestions,  I  am  pleased  to  note,  were 
acted  upon  by  the  parties  for  whom  they  were  intended,  and  almost  in  every 
instance  proved  their  reasonableness  and  value  by  the  good  fruits  growing 
out  of  their  adoption.  To  repeat  what  has  been  previously  given  seems 
unnecessary,  hence  but  little  new  remains  to  be  reported. 

During  the  year  many  commodious  school  houses  have  been  erected,  at 
a  cost  of  nearly  $42,000.  These  being  similar  to  those  built  during  the 
past  three  years,  are  first  class  in  every  particular. 


128  SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 

School  Directors. — Much  has  beeu  said  about  the  annually  increasing 
number  of  properly  qualified  teachers,  and  but  little  about  the  improved 
condition  of  our  school  boards.  With  us,  during  the  past  five  years,  our 
boards  of  directors  have  been  nearly  as.(  much  improved,  comparatively,  as 
their  respective  corps  of  teachers.  In  the  boards  of  almost  every  district 
may  be  found  men  who  have  taught  a  term  or  more,  but  whom  the  nioder- 
.ate  pay  and  increasing  family  expenses  have  driven  into  other  pursuits. 
These  men  make  good  working  school  directors,  and  to  some  extent,  by 
their  skill  and  experience  in  school  matters,  their  influence  leavens  the 
whole  lump.  We  have  reached  the  period  also,  when  those  who  have  re- 
ceived their  education,  principally,  under  our  present  system  of  public 
schools,  are  having  delegated  to  them  the  supervision  and  direction  of  their 
interests.  These  men  have  thus  become  familiar  with  the  workings  of  the 
.system,  know  its  defects  and  wants,  and  with  the  ex-teachers,  are  best  able 
to  sympathize  with  teachers  in  everything  pertaining  to  their  vocation. 
Prom  this  source  as  much  as  from  any  other  are  our  school  terms  being 
lengthened,  teachers'  salaries  increased,  better  teachers  employed,  hand- 
.somer  school  houses  built  and  furnished,  and  more  apparatus  supplied. 
They,  from  their  own  experience  as  pupils  and  teachers,  see  the  advantage 
of  these  appliances,  and  seeing  it,  act  promptly.  They  are  not,  however, 
unnecessarily  lavish  with  the  school  funds.  Economy,  always  a  commend- 
able virtue  wherever  public  moneys  are  handled,  is  a  genuine  article  with 
them,  and  not  the  blind  parsimony  of  the  old  fogy.  They  know  that  a  low 
priced  teacher  is  not  a  cheap  teacher ;  that  no  teacher  can  work  without 
.tools ;  and  that  poor  schools  and  poor  school  houses  do  not  enhance  the 
value  of  property  in  their  immediate  vicinity.  Continue  to  elect  such  men 
ischool  directors,  and  the  public  schools  of  this  large,  wealthy  county  will 
soon  become  the  pride  and  boast  of  its  entire  population. 

Certificates. — Directors  are  beginning  to  see  the  wisdom  of  discriminat- 
ing between  the  certificates  held  by  teachers.  Professional,  permanent  and 
Normal  school  certificates,  with  almost  every  board,  command  from  five  to 
ififteen  dollars  a  month  more  salary  than  a  provisional.  This  is  as  it  should 
be,  because  nothing  so  discourages  the  faithful,  conscientious  teacher  as 
paying  good  wages  to  good,  bad  and  indifferent  teachers,  indiscriminately. 
It  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  offering  a  premium  for  incompetency,  be- 
cause where  there  is  no  reward  for  improvement,  in  many  cases  none  will 
!be  made.  At  least  two  grades  can  be  made  without  doing  injustice  to  any 
one  ;  the  provisional  certificate  for  one,  and  the  professional,  permanent  and 
Normal  school  diploma  for  the  other.  No  one  of  the  latter  can  be  obtained 
unless  the  applicant  possesses  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  branches 
enumerated  thereon,  and  is  a  number  one  teacher  in  every  sense  of  the  term. 
We  had  during  the  year  6  Normal  school  diplomas,  31  permanent  and  29 
professional  certificates  in  use. 
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SNYDER  COUNTY— William  Noetlixg. 

This  report  closes  my  first  term's  work  as  Superintendent  of  the  wchools 
of  the  county.  In  looking  back  over  the  past  three  years  and  comparing* 
the  condition  of  the  schools  at  the  time  I  came  into  office  with  what  it  now 
is,  I  find  much  to  encourage  me  in  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  second 
term.  It  is  true,  that  equal  progress  has  not  everywhere  been  made,  yet, 
taking  into  consideration  the  indifference  of  most  of  our  people  to  the  cause 
of  education  and  their  aversion  to  improvement  in  almost  everything  that 
requires  money,  the  change  that  has  taken  place  is  a  great  one.  But  con- 
siderable as  the  change  is,  it  is  after  all  only  a  beginning  towards  what  re- 
mains to  be  done,  and  what  should  be  done. 

Houses.  —  Five  new  school-houses  were  built  during  the  year;  one  in 
West  Beaver,  one  in  Middle  Creek,  one  in  Centre,  one  in  Franklin,  and 
one  in  Jackson.  Those  in  West  Beaver,  Franklin  and  Centre,  are  frame  ; 
the  others  brick.  Three  of  them,  those  in  Centre,  Franklin  and  Middle 
Creek,  are  furnished  with  neat  and  comfortable  patent  desks,  the  others 
with  a  semi-modern  style  of  pine  desks.  Centre  has  now  the  best  school 
house  in  the  county.  It  is  in  all  respects  well  finished,  and  reflects  credit 
upon  both  directors  and  contractor.  The  seats  of  nearly  all  our  old  school 
houses  are  too  high  for  the  primary  pupils  to  rest  their  feet  upon  the  floor, 
and  the  blackboards  of  most  of  them  are  nearly  worthless.  Before  another 
term  of  school  begins,  both  of  these  matters  should  receive  proper  attention. 

Schools. — Since  writing  my  last  year's  report,  one  more  school  has  been 
added  to  the  number  then  given,  making  it  now  one  hundred  and  nine. 
Fifteen  are  graded,  and  the  remaining  ninety -four,  ungraded .  All  the  graded 
schools,  with  a  few  exceptions,  were  in  a  good  condition  ;  thirty-eight  of 
the  ungraded  ones  were  equally  good  ;  twenty-one  were  fail',  and  the  re- 
maining thirty-five,  very  poor — some  of  them  little  better  than  farces. 

Generally  speaking,  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  a  district  is  what  the 
people  of  that  district  want  it  to  be.  Where  good  schools  are  wanted,  fair 
salaries  are  paid,  and  none  but  well  qualified  teachers  employed,  and  where 
education  is  not  properly  appreciated,  low  salaries  are  paid,  and  corres- 
pondingly poor  teachers  employed.  We  have  both  classes  of  districts,  and 
the  condition  of  their  schools  presents  a  deplorable  contrast ;  the  former 
being  well  taught,  and  equally  well  organized  and  governed  ;  the  latter, 
badly  taught,  badly  organized  and  poorly  disciplined.  In  the  latter,  too, 
the  idea  prevails  to  a  considerable  extent,  that  a  poorly  qualified  teacher 
will  do  better  work  in  the  school-room  than  a  well  qualified  one  ;  that  chil- 
dren will  make  more  rapid  progress  under  the  former  than  under  the  latter. 
But  how  one  who  does  not  thoroughly  understand  a  subject,  can  more 
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successfully  teach  it  than  one  who  does  so  understand  it,  must  forever  re- 
main a  mystery  to  all  intelligent  minds. 

Another  equally  erroneous  opinion,  which  prevails  in  some  districts,  is, 
that  almost  any  one  will  do  to  teach  a  school  that  is  not  advanced  ;  that 
because  the  school  is  not  advanced  the  teacher  need  not  be.  This  opinion 
is  opposed  to  both  reason  and  experience.  The  least  advanced  and  most 
helpless  need  the  most  skillful  instruction  ;  for  their  future  progress  depends 
in  a  great  measure  upon  the  manner  in  which  they  are  started. 

Based  upon  a  still  lower  degree  of  intelligence  than  either  of  the  other 
errors  already  cited,  and  entertained  by  many  of  the  same  persons,  is  the 
notion  that  education  produces  rascals.  This  amounts  to  the  same  as  to 
believe  that  the  ability  to  discriminate  between  truth  and  error,  between 
right  and  wrong,  unfits  persons  for  the  honest  discharge  of  duties;  whereas, 
common  sense,  the  records  of  our  jails,  penitentiaries,  and  criminal  statis- 
tics in  general,  all  prove  the  contrary. 

These  erroneous  opinions  would  not  have  been  referred  to  in  this  report, 
were  their  pernicious  influence  not  such  as  to  govern  the  election  of  the 
directors  and  the  salaries  and  selections  of  the  teachers  ;  and  were  a  know- 
ledge of  the  matter  not  necessary  to  account  for  the  low  condition  of  the 
schools  of  some  districts  as  compared  with  that  of  others. 

Teaching. — In  methods  of  teaching  our  schools  have  made  substantial 
progress.  All  our  toachers,  except  a  few  of  the  poorest  ones,  have  aban- 
doned the  ABC  method  of  teaching  children  to  read,  and  adopted  what 
Dr.  "Wickersham  calls  the  eclectic  method.  Instead  of  calling  their  pupils 
up  singly,  a  few  minutes  at  a  time,  from  the  Primer  to  repeat  the  unmeaning 
names  of  the  twenty-six  letters  of  the  alphabet,  as  was  formerly  done,  they 
take  whole  classes  together,  and  from  short  sentences  printed  upon  the 
blackboard,  teach  them  the  words  of  which  the  sentences  are  composed, 
and  the  sounds  of  the  letters  of  the  words.  The  children  at  first  print,  and 
afterwards  write,  all  their  lessons  upon  their  slates.  Every  reading  lesson 
is  also  a  writing  and  spelling  lesson.  By  thus  combining  reading,  writing 
and  spelling,  the  children  are  constantly  kept  employed,  and  learn  not  only 
more  in  one  term  of  school,  but  learn  it  much  better  than  by  the  old  method 
in  three  or  four. 

Arithmetic  is  at  first  taught  b}r  means  of  objects,  and  afterwards  by  a  com- 
bination of  oral  and  written  exercises.  This  method  of  teaching  the  sub- 
ject, it  is  found,  not  only  saves  time  but  produces  better  results  than  were 
formerly  obtained  by  teaching  it  as  two  branches. 

Geography  and  grammar  are  at  first  taught  orally,  and  afterwards  by  the 
use  of  books.  In  the  former  only  one  book  is  used.  Map-drawing  is 
taught  as  a  means  of  fixing  the  relative  positions  of  places  more  accu- 
rately and  firmly  in  the  memory  than  can  be  done  by  merely  memorizing 


SNYDER  COUNTY.  131 

the  language  of  the  books  according-  to  the  old  method.  In  the  better  class 
of  our  schools  children  who  are  studying  geography  can  go  to  the  black- 
board and,  from  memory,  draw  any  map  they  have  studied,  locating  with 
considerable  accuracy  all  the  most  important  cities,  towns,  lakes,  rivers, 
mountains,  &c. 

The  oral  course  in  grammar  is  followed  with  lessons  in  language,  the 
teachers  using  Hadley's,  Swinton's  or  Hart's  Language  Lessons. 

Penmanship  is  taught  from  the  blackboard,  according  to  system,  the  pu- 
pils being  taught  to  analyze  the  letters. 

Text-Books. — Many  of  the  better  class  of  our  teachers  do  not  use  any 
primary  books  in  their  schools,  but  teach  their  lower  classes  both  orally  and 
from  the  blackboard.  They  also  have  discontinued  the  use  of  the  Fourth  and 
Fifth  Readers,  believing  the  Third  sufficiently  difficult  for  the  most  ad- 
vanced of  their  pupils. 

No  school  can  be  well  organized  without  a  uniform  series  of  reading 
books.  Several  of  our  schools,  in  the  rural  districts,  have  parts  of  two  se- 
ries, obliging  the  teachers  to  hear  double  the  number  of  classes  they 
should  have.  This  is  owing  to  a  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  direc- 
tors, and  should  be  remedied  before  the  next  term  of  school  opens.  In 
some  districts  there  should  be  a  change  of  text-books,  especially  of  read- 
ers. The  books  in  use  are  old  editions  of  Sanders'  Readers,  which  have 
been  in  the  schools  for  years,  and  though  good  when  introduced,  are  now 
more  of  hindrances  to  the  teachers  than  helps  to  them. 

Very  few  changes  of  text-books  have  taken  place  in  the  county  during 
the  past  three  years. 

Institutes. — Our  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  latter  part  of  Oc- 
tober, immediately  after  my  examinations  had  closed  and  just  before  the 
school  opened,  and  was  one  of  the  most  successful  ones  ever  held  in  the 
county.  Eighty-two  of  our  teachers  were  in  attendance.  The  principal 
instructors  from  a  distance  were  Dr.  T.  L.  Griswold  and  Mrs.  Louisa  Dent, 
of  the  Bloomsburg  Normal  School.  Both  of  them  rendered  valuable  services. 
Hon.  Henry  Houck,  of  the  State  School  Department,  was  with  us  a  day 
and  an  •evening,  and  delivered  interesting  addresses — in  the  afternoon  to 
the  directors,  and  in  the  evening  to  a  large  audience  of  citizens.  Prof. 
George  P.  Beard,  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  Normal  School,  and  Superin- 
tendent A.  S.  Burrows,  of  Union  county,  visited  us  during  our  session, 
and  gave  us  words  of  encouragement  and  instruction.  A  number  of  our 
teachers  also  took  part  in  the  exercises,  and  hence  deserve  favorable  men- 
tion. 

Singing  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the  exercises  of  our  Institutes ;  the 
music  page  supplement  to  the  School  Journal  furnishing  the  music. 
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District  Institutes  have  nearly  ceased  to  exist  in  this  county.  Union  is 
the  only  district  that  continues  to  hold  them,  and  the  superiority  of  its 
schools  over  those  of  nearly  all  our  other  districts,  may,  I  think,  properly 
be  attributed  to  them. 

Directors  — Some  of  our  directors,  as  heretofore,  discharged  their  duties 
faithfully  ;  others  neglected  them  nearly  altogether.  The  general  excuse 
given  for  their  faithlessness  is,  that  they  are  not  paid  for  their  services,  and 
hence  cannot  afford  to  lose  the  time.  To  remove  this  objection  and  to  make 
the  office  what  the  law  contemplates  it  to  be,  the  number  of  directors  should 
be  reduced  to  three  ;  they  should  be  sworn  to  a  faithful  performance  of  their 
duties,  have  their  necessary  expenses  paid,  and  be  allowed  a  reasonable 
compensation  per  day  for  their  services. 

In  determining  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  some  of  our  boards  of  direc- 
tors do  not  use  the  best  judgment.  They  fix  the  wages  too  low  to  secure 
the  services  of  good  teachers,  and  then  they  employ  poor  ones  a.»d  find 
fault  with  them  for  not  doing  as  well  as  good  ones.  An  examination  of  the 
last  year's  State  School  Report,  shows  that  this  county  pays  the  lowest 
average  salary  that  is  paid  in  the  State.  All  the  counties  adjoining  us  pay 
higher  than  we  do.  The  consequence  is,  that  many  of  our  best  teachers  leave 
us  and  go  where  they  receive  better  pay,  and  we  fill  their  places  with  inex- 
perienced ones,  to  the  great  disadvantage  and  loss  of  our  children.  That 
our  people  and  directors  cannot  see  their  error  in  this  respect  certainly  does 
not  speak  well  for  the  intelligence  of  the  county. 

The  directors  of  some  districts  do  not  exercise  proper  care  in  selecting 
their  treasurers.  They  appoint  men  unaccustomed  to  keeping  accurate  ac- 
counts, and  incapable  of  making  out  detailed  statements  of  all  their  receipts 
and  disbursements;  hence,  as  might  be  expected,  their  annual  settlements 
do  not  show  the  true  financial  condition  of  the  districts. 

Superintendency. — It  is  acknowledged  by  all  who  are  sufficiently  conver- 
sant with  the  matter,  that  a  proper  supervision  of  the  schools  of  a  county, 
adds  greatly  to  their  efficiency.  This  being  conceded,  it  follows  not  only 
that  the  office  should  be  intrusted  into  competent  hands,  but  that  a  fair 
compensation  should  be  attached  to  it.  That  the  latter  may  be  done,  the 
salary  Should  be  fixed  by  persons  familiar  with  the  work  to  be  performed. 
The  present  mode,  as  exemplified  in  this  county,  must,  to  all  disinterested 
persons,  seem  not  only  unfair  but  unjust. 

Conclusion. — I  tender  my  thanks  to  all  who  have  in  any  manner  shown 
me  favors  ;  to  those  who  have  co-operated  with  me  in  advancing  the  cause 
of  education  in  the  county,  and  especially  to  many  of  our  teachers,  who 
have  cordially  seconded  and  carried  out  my  suggestions  and  instructions. 
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In  presenting  this,  my  third  annual  report  of  the  public  schools  of  Somerset 
county,  I  feel  no  hesitancy  in  asserting  that  the  schools,  with  but  few  ex- 
ceptions, have  been  in  a  healthy  condition  during  the  past  year. 

The  general  advancement  during  the  last  three  years  has  been  such  as  to 
be  plainly  perceptible  to  the  most  incredulous.  During  that  period  three 
new  districts  were  formed,  viz  :  Confluence,  New  Baltimore  and  Jenner- 
town.  Thirty-three  new  houses  were  erected  ;  nearly  all  of  these  arc  good, 
substantial,  comfortable  buildings. 

A  fine  two-story  brick  house  is  just  being  completed  in  the  village  of 
Ursina,  will  cost  about  $7,000.  It  is  an  elegant  school  building,  a  credit 
to  the  persevering  board  of  directors  who  instituted  its  erection,  and  an  or- 
nament to  the  village  ;  although  during  these  panicy  times  the  people  of 
that  village  will  be  heavily  taxed,  they  will  find  the  money  well  invested. 
The  ancient  idea  that  a  poor  building  is  good  enough  for  a  school  room, 
and  grounds  that  can  be  used  for  no  other  purpose  will  do  for  school  grounds, 
is  giving  way  to  more,  sensible  thought. 

Notwithstanding  we  claim  to  have  made  very  noticeable  progress  in  the 
erection  of  new  houses,  repairing  and  remodeling  old  ones  in  the  majority 
of  our  school  districts,  it  is  equally  true  that  in  a  few  districts  no  visible 
improvement  has  been  made  in  this  way.  I  can  scarcely  forbear  particular-' 
izing  the  districts  where  this  manifest  carelessness  and  gross  negligence 
exist.  I  would  suggest  to  boards  of  directors  contemplating  building  to 
examine  plans  and  other  recently  erected  buildings,  that  they  may  have  the 
most  convenient  and  improved  models.  There  are  in  our  county  at  present 
thirteen  school  houses  unfit  for  school  purposes;  these  should  receive  im- 
mediate attention.  Individual  and  common  interests  demand  it.  I  feel 
confident  that  if  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  manage  these  affairs  were  them- 
selves required  to  occupy  these  rooms,  where,  day  after  day,  during  the 
cold,  biting,  stinging  winter  weather,  they  send  their  children  to  sit,  shiv- 
ering, watching  the  wind  whistling  through  the  crevices  of  the  walls,  the 
matter  would  be  called  so  forcibly  to  their  minds,  that  they  would  be  aroused 
to  immediate  action. 

But  we  do  not  only  want  good  houses,  we  also  want  comfortable  and  con- 
venient furniture,  (this  we  have  in  the  majority  of  our  school  houses,)  and 
needful  apparatus.  About  one-half  of  our  schools  are  tolerably  well  sup- 
plied, having  good  blackboard  surface,  outline  maps,  globes  and  alphabeti- 
cal charts  ;  the  other  half  fall  short  of  a  tolerable  supply.  We  had  hoped 
two  years  ago  to  have  these  deficiencies  supplied  ;  there  appeared  in  our 
midst  a  gentleman — a  reverend  gentleman — armed  with  references  and  re- 


134  SOMERSET  COUNTY. 

commendations  purporting  to  be  from  twenty  or  more  County  Superinten- 
dents, and  affirming  that  the  School  Department  had  designed  and  (by  au- 
thority granted)  set  aside  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  securing  need- 
ful apparatus  to  those  districts  throughout  the  State  that  were  destitute  of 
such  apparatus,  and  that  /w?  was  the  authorized  agent  to  supply  the  same. 
Several  boards  purchased  from  him,  but  the  goods  were  never  forwarded  as 
promised  ;  thus,  after  receiving  some  money,  proving  himself  to  be  a  most 
efficient  scoundrel  and  consummate  rascal. 

Of  the  218  teachers  employed  during  the  past  winter,  160  are  males  and 
58  females ;  40  had  never  taught,  and  66  had  taught  more  that  five  years  ; 
141  lmve  books *on  teaching,  but  a  very  small  proportion  take  an  educa- 
tional journal ;  14  have  attended  at  State  Normal  school.  A  very  small 
proportion  expect  to  follow  teaching  as  a  profession.  Every  year  some  of 
our  most  energetic  teachers  quit  the  business  to  engage  in  other  pursuits. 
The  majority  succeeded  very  well,  but  some  engage  in  the  profession  who 
are  not  by  nature  qualified,  and  are  consequently  doomed  to  failure. 
Never  in  the  history  of  Somerset  county,  in  any  one  year,  did  so  many  ap- 
plicants offer  their  services  as  teachers  in  our  public  schools.  About  as 
many  as  usual  were  licensed  to  teach,  but  the  neighboring  counties  and 
adjoining  counties  of  Maryland  did  not  draw  from  our  ranks  their  usual 
quota,  thus  leaving  a  small  surplus  who  failed  to  get  schools,  among  which 
.  were  some  well  qualified  to  teach. 

Directors. — It  matters  not  how  faithful  a  Superintendent  may  be  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  if  the  directors  show  a  lack  of  interest  the  schools 
cannot  flourish.  To  them  has  been  more  power  granted  than  to  any  other 
agency  connected  with  the  system.  They  should  be  wise  and  good  men. 
They  are  the  direct  guardians  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 
They  are  the  propelling  power  of  the  entire  sj^stem.  It  is  their  duty  to 
levy  and  collect  the  tax,  to  secure  suitable  sites  upon  which  to  build,  to 
erect  buildings,  and  to  supply  them  with  suitable  furniture  and  apparatus. 
It  is  their  duty  to  employ  teachers  and  to  discontinue  their  services  when 
found  intellectually,  physically  or  morally  disqualified.  It  is  their  duty  to 
increase  or  diminish  the  number  of  schools  according  as  the  best  interests 
of  the  cause  demand.  It  is  their  duty  to  see  that  the  schools  are  kept 
open  according  to  law  at  least  five  consecutive  months  in  each  year. 
There  are  other  duties,  such  as  visiting  schools,  making  reports,  &c,  and 
all  this  they  are  expected  to  do  without  any  remuneration.  No  other  offi- 
cers work  so  cheap. 

The  annual  County  Institute  was  held  at  Meyersdale,  in  the  month  of 
October.  One  hundred  and  forty  teachers  were  in  attendance,  the  major- 
ity during  the  greater  part  of  the  session.  Prof.  G.  T.  M'Cord,  of  Curry 
Institute,  Pittsburg,  assisted  us  during  the  entire  week,  giving  instruction 
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in  the  different  branches.     A.nujnber  of  our  teachers  took  an  active  part 

in  the  institute  work. 

Our  usual  number  of  County  Normal  Schools  were  open  a  term  of  ten 
weeks  just  preceding  the  examinations,  which  we  usually  hold  during  the 
first  half  of  the  month  of  October. 

All  of  the  schools  in  the  county,  except  two,  were  visited  once,  a  few  a 
second  time.  I  visited,  on  an  average,  three  a  day.  The  entire  winter 
term  was  devoted  to  this  duty.  In  a  county  like  Somerset,  extending  over 
1,100  square  miles  of  territory,  with  many  of  her  schools  in  and  among  the 
mountains,  rough  roads  during  the  most  inclement  season  of  the  year, 
through  drenching  rains,  piercing  winds  or  violent  storms,  visiting  schools 
is  not  the  pleasant  pastime  that  many  consider  it  to  be.  Yet  with  all  this 
bitter  it  has  its  sweet.  I  was  always  kindly  received  by  directors,  teachers 
and  pupils,  and  all  times  endeavored  to  make  my  visits  cheerful,  instruc- 
tive and  agreeable,  and  believe  that  I  succeeded  in  making  some  directors 
and  patrons  who  were  opposed  to  the  system  and  to  the  office  of  County 
Superintendent,  their  warm  friends.  When  practicable,  I  made  an  effort 
to  secure  the  company  of  these  officers,  but  could  not  always  find  time  to 
hunt  them  up. 

The  chief  obstacles  in  the  way  of  improvement  are  numerous,  among 
which  should  be  especially  noted  :  Indifference  on  the  part  of  school 
officers,  lack  of  a  sufficient  number  of  well  qualified  teachers,  want  of 
higher  salaries  to  competent  teachers,  unequal  taxation,  want  of  better 
local  supervision.  We  cannot  argue  these  different  points  in  the  brief 
space  alloted  for  our  annual  report,  but  let  me  say  right  here,  with  the 
right  kind  of  men  as  directors  these  mountains  become  as  mole-hills.  We 
have  some  directors  who  deserve  honorable  mention  for  the  lively  interest 
they  manifest  in  school  affairs,  among  which  are  J.  D.  Van  Horn,  of  Con- 
fluence ;  C.  W.  Williamson,  of  Shade,  and  W.  S.  Morgan,  of  Jenner. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that,  with  the  most  meager  salary  paid  any 
County  Superintendent  in  the  State  during  the  last  three  years  for  the 
amount  of  labor  to  be  performed,  I  have  at  all  times  endeavored  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  office  faithfully  and  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  I 
■can  look  back  upon  the  term  of  my  office  just  closed  with  interest  and 
gratitude.  No  portion  of  my  life  has  been  spent,  upon  the  whole,  with 
more  pleasure  and  profit.  And  to  the  good  people  all  over  the  county,  who 
always  gave  me  a  hearty  welcome  to  their  homes  and  whose  hospitality  I 
have  shared,  I  shall  ever  hold  myself  in  obligation  in  grateful  remem- 
brance1. 
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Fox  district  has  now  six  school  houses,  having  built  one  during  the  past 
year.  Owing-  to  different  views  by  change  of  officers,  one  built  a  few  years 
since  has  not  yet  been  occupied  for  school  purposes.  Elkland,  for  some 
time  h«s  been  patronizing  Friends'  school  with  pupils  in  its  vicinity.  These 
are  now  accommodated  with  a  new  house,  which  makes  Elk-land's  school 
houses  equal  to  the  number  of  its  schools. 

Colly  district  repaired  two  houses,  and  so,  very  much  increased  the  com- 
fort of  their  occupants  ;  two  others  need  attention.  Davidson,  without 
legislation,  will  resume  the  care  of  its  portion  of  North  Mountain  district. 

In  addition  to  work  assigned  by  law,  two  school  Institutes,  each  of  four 
weeks'  duration,  were  held  ;  one  at  Sonestown,  attended  by  about  forty  per- 
sons, the  other  at  Dushore,  attendance  about  one  hundred. 

A  good  and  interesting  County  Institute  was  held  at  Dushore  ;  W.  H. 
Thompson,  J.  Andrew  Wilt  and  A.  W.  Fawcett,  of  Bradford  county,  and 
Prof.  Ammerman,  of  Mansfield  State  Normal  school,  furnished  valuable  aid. 
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A  review  of  the  past  six  years  does  not  show  the  advancement  in  every  de- 
partment of  interest  connected  with  the  common  school  work  that  has  been 
desired,  but  it  docs  reveal  a  real  change  for  the  better  in  many  important 
particulars. 

While  inexperienced  and  young  teachers  are  frequently  employed  from 
necessity,  yet  many  more  of  these,  as  well  as  of  those  who  have  been  in  the 
work,  do  give  more  attention  to  institute  instruction,  to  works  on  teaching 
and  school  economy,  and  the  number  who  take  the  School  Journal  increases. 
The  number  of  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  of  schools  has  largely  in- 
creased, who  feel  that  the  common  school  work  is  connected  with  the  better 
interests  of  all  as  the  work  is  with  and  for  the  children,  who  are  joy  or 
affliction  in  the  home  circle,  as  their  conduct  and  education  is  in  harmony 
with  their  situation,  or  contrary  to  good  order,  sound  morality  and  that 
earnest  faithfulness  which  can  alone  .secure  success  in  life. 

As  the  influence  of  teachers  upon  scholars,  is  so  surely  according  to  their 
own  general  character,  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  none  be  em- 
ployed but  those  who  are  careful  and  watchful  cf  their  own  associations, 
words  and  conduct,  and  by  no  means  careless  concerning  the  moral  influ- 
ence under  which  the  children  are  placed. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY.  137 

A  teacher  has  an  opportunity  to  do  a  great  work  for  good,  and  should 
feel  a  responsibility  in'this  direction,  and  thus  prove  an  efficient  aid  to  pa- 
rents in  the  training  of  children  for  the  work  of  life. 

An  effort  has  been  made,  and  with  a  degree  of  success,  to  enlist  the  feel- 
ings and  influence  of  teachers  and  all  classes  against  all  immorality,  and 
also  against  all  practices  which  tend  to  cultivate  injurious  appetites,  and 
thus  do  mental,  physical  and  moral  harm  to  the  young. 

This  is  a  time  of  trial  for  our  boasted  "  education  for  the  masses,"  and 
every  friend  has  need  to  be  awake,  ready  for  action  ;  for  enemies  are  plot- 
ting against  this  bulwark  of  strength  to  our  own  nation  ;  while  the  true 
interest  of  the  people  lies  in  the  direction  of  a  broader  culture  and  more 
perfect  success  in  reaching  all  with  the  benefits  of  a  sound  elementary  edu- 
cation. 

Our  schools  have  never  been  more  successful  than  during  the  past  year. 
True,  some  have  not  been  good,  and  a  few  have  failed,  but  generally  fair 
success  has  been  secured;  while  in  many  places  good  schools  have  been 
taught.  Our  graded  schools  also  are  doing  a  better  work  than  formerly, 
and  from  these  many  teachers  go  out  to  benefit  the  more  rural  neighbor- 
hoods. 

Every  decision  of  directors  to  pay  according  to  grade  of  certificate  has 
proved  beneficial,  and  an  increase  of  salary  on  manifestation  of  increased 
ability  has  aided  the  work. 

Our  County  Institute,  held  in  Montrose,  the  first  week  in  September, 
1874,  was  well  attended,  and  the  instruction  given  in  lectures,  addresses 
and  illustration  of  teaching,  by  Prof.  R.Curry,  of  the  School  Department,  Prof. 
J.  H.  Harris,  Principal  of  Keystone  Academy,  and  in  elocution  by  Mrs.  M. 
E.  Weston,  with  the  direct  and  efficient  aid  rendered  by  teachers  of  our 
own  county,  especially  Messrs.  Berlin,  Richardson,  Dunmore,  Gillin,  and 
several  ladies,  was  not  only  good,  but  full  of  interest.  The  expense  of  the 
Institute  was  very  small,  considering  the  amount  of  good  work  done. 

Several  local  institutes  were  held  by  the  County  Superintendent,  aided  at 
times  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Berlin,  at  which  a  large  number  of  teachers  assembled, 
who  were  deprived  of  attendance  at  County  Institute.  Several  public  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Superintendent  on  educational  topics,  at  which  gath- 
erings and  the  local  institutes,  directors  and  people  have  showed  an  increase 
of  interest  in  the  work,  and  a  desire  to  encourage  efforts  to  elevate  schools 
and  school  teaching.  Harmony  independent  district  (new  last  year)  erects 
a  commodious  house  for  graded  school,  that  has  long  been  needed  there. 
Great  Bend  village,  now  a  borough,,  also  starts  with  two  departments  of 
graded  schools. 

Directors  visit  schools  but  little,  and  probably  will  not  while  they  have 
no  pay. 
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The  State  Department,  directors,  teachers  and  people  have  shown  me 
great  kindness  and  forbearance  in  my  duties  for  the  past  six  years;  and  I 
design  not  to  disappoint  their  hopes  for  the  new  term  upon  which  I  enter, 
although  a  "third  term." 
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The  cry  of  "  hard  times"  and  "  heavy  taxes  "  is  still  heard  "throughout 
the  land.''  This  complete  prostration  of  all  kinds  of  business  is  having  its 
unfavorable  effects  upon  our  schools,  and  for  the  past  year  we  have  made 
but  little  progress.  For  the  past  two  years  there  has  been  a  determination 
on  the  part  of  some  of  our  districts  to  decrease  the  salaries  of  our  teachers 
and  to  lessen  the  number  of  months  taught.  The  result  of  this  would  be  to 
soon  give  us  a  poorer  grade  of  teachers.  Our  teachers,  as  a  class,  are 
poor,  and  depend  almost  entirely  upon  their  own  exertions  for  their  im- 
provement, and  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  them  to  attend  school  and 
meet  their  other  expenses  with  any  material  decrease  of  their  wages.  There 
are  plenty  of  lady  teachers  now  teaching  in  this  county  for  eight  and  ten 
dollars  per  month  and  "  board  around,"  receiving  for  their  summer's  work 
from  twenty  to  thirty  dollars.  How  can  they  attend  school  this  fall  and 
clothe  themselves  with  that  amouiit  ?  No  wonder  that  they  become  dis- 
couraged and  leave  the  profession.  Since  the  commencement  of  my  official 
labors— at  examinations,  at  district  and  County  Institutes,  at  our  visita- 
tions, and  on  all  favorable  occasions,  I  have  repeatedly  urged  upon  teach- 
ers the  importance  and  necessity  of  attending  school,  and  better  preparing 
themselves  for  their  work.  I  have  often  been  met  with  this  reply  :  "  How 
can  we  clothe  ourselves  and  go  to  school  with  the  wages  that  we  receive  ?" 
To  overcome  this,  I  have  labored  with  directors  and  citizens  generally  for 
an  advance  of  teachers'  wages,  knowing  that  in  this  way  and  in  this  only 
could  the  standard  of  qualifications  be  raised.  I  still  hope  that  our  direc- 
tors will  see  this  in  its  true  light,  and  notwithstanding  the  "  hard  times  " 
will  not  lessen  the  teachers'  wages.  In  spite  of  hard  times  more  money 
was  paid  out  for  building  during  the  past  year  than  at  any  previous  one 
during  my  administration.  Wellsboro'  and  Blossburg  each  built  large 
brick  buildings  for  graded  schools,  at  a  cost  of  about  £45,000.  As  a  gene- 
ral description  of  each  in  detail  has  been  published  in  the  School  Journal,  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  give  it  here.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  they  are  among 
the  finest  school  buildings  in  the  State;  ornaments  both  to  their  districts 
and  the  county. 

Six  years  ago  I  accepted  the  office  of  County  Superintendent,  at  a  sal- 
ary of  £1,250.     At  the  close  of  the  first  term  I  had  not  saved   one  dollar. 
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I  said  to  my  fiicnds  that  I  could  not  accept  the  office  for  another  term 
without  an  increase  of  salary.  The  salary  was  then  raised  to  $1,750.  At 
our  last  convention  it  was  again  reduced  to  $1,250.  I  felt  that  I  could 
not  accept  the  office  again  for  that  salary  and  withdrew  my  name  from  be- 
fore the  convention.  Now,  I  am  very  sure  that  a  majority  of  our  directors 
were  not  in  favor  of  any  material  reduction  in  the  salary  of  the  County 
Superintendent,  as  only  eighty-nine,  out  of  two  hundred  aud  twelve,  voted 
for  $1,250.  A  large  number  who  voted  for  $2,000  and  $1,750,  thinking 
that  they  had  no  right  to  vote  but  once,  did  not  vote  again  after  that.  I 
know  that  $1,250  was  not  the  lawful  salary  fixed  upon  by  the  convention, 
but  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  chairman  to  have  continued  the  voting  un- 
til a  majority  (107)  of  all  directors  present  (212)  had  agreed  upon  some 
amount.  We  have  some  in  the  county  who  would  gladly  reduce  the  sal- 
ary to  a  mere  pittance,  or  abolish  it  altogether,  but  I  am  confident  that 
their  number  is  small.  Even  the  editor  of  our  leading  paper  published  the 
following  remarkable  statement :  "Each  director  can  feel  a  virtuous  satis- 
faction in  the  fact  that  he  has  saved  $1,500  to  the  school  fund  of  the  State."' 
If  it  was  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  $1,500  was  taken  from  the  salary 
of  the  Superintendent  and  given  to  the  State,  how  much  more  ought  the  di- 
directors  to  have  been  congratulated  if  they  had  reduced  the  salaiy  to  $500, 
or  even  less,  and  so  saved  nearly  all  for  the  "school  fund  of  the  State." 
Our  people  do  not  yet  understand  the  vastness  of  the  labor  a  County  Su- 
perintendent has  in  so  large  a  county  as  ours,  and  it  is  not  becoming  less, 
but  greater  every  year.  To  accomplish  all  that  should  be  done  it  is  necessary 
that  the  pay  should  bear  some  relative  proportion  to  that  of  the  other 
county  officers.  If  the  constant  and  intense  attention  which  this  officer 
has  to  give  to  his  duties  was  known  there  would  be  a  prompt  response  on 
the  part  of  every  good  friend  of  the  schools  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  posi- 
tion. The  salary  in  this  county  should  be  at  least  $2,000.  The  office  is  a 
useful  one,  but  it  can  only  be  fully  made  so  by  being  properly  sustained. 
Unless  some  way  is  devised  of  equalizing  and  fixing  by  law  the  pay  of 
the  County  Superintendent,  I  fear  that  in  our  county  the  system  will  lose 
its  usefulness.  I  believe  that  a  change  is  also  needed  iu  the  manner  of 
electing  them.  Why  would  it  not  give  better  satisfaction  to  have  them 
elected  by  the  people  at  our  State  elections  ?  It  would  certainly  be  less 
expensive.  The  objection  that  it  would  then  be  more  of  a  political  office 
than  now,  I  do  not  think  to  be  a  serious  one,  as  the  politifal  'faith  of  the 
Superintendent  is  now  almost  always  the  same  as  that  of  the  strongest 
party  in  his  county.  If  the  present  system  is  to  remain,  then  directors 
should  certainly  be  paid  for  their  time  and  expenses  in  attending  the  con- 
vention. As  it  is  now  there  is  too  much  "buying  and  selling"  between 
directors  and  candidates.     Said  directors  to  me,  "I  am  not  able  to   go  to 
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Wellsboro'  to  vote  and  lose  my  time  and  pay  my  own  expenses.  If  I  go 
I  must  hire  some  one  to  take  my  place,  and  I  must  be  paid  for  doing  it." 
Under  the  New  Constitution  making  women  eligible  to  the  office  of  Super- 
intendent, Miss  Sarah  I.  LewiB  was  elected  in  our  county.  So  we  are 
the  first  to  try  the  experiment  of  a  lady  superintendent.  I  am  well  ac- 
quainted with  Miss  Lewis,  and  know  her  to  be  well  qualified  and  every 
way  worthy,  and  if  she  can  endure  the  physical  labor  pertaining  to  the 
office,  will  no  doubt  succeed. 

In  closing  this, -my  sixth  and  last  official  report,  and  in  looking  back  over 
my  labors,  for  the  last  six  years,  I  am  happy  to  find  evidences  of  progress 
which  are  truly  gratifying — a  few  of  which  I  will  mention.  A  general  ele- 
vation of  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  schools  and  school  matters.  This  is 
seen  in  the  enlarging  and  beautifying  of  school  grounds  ;  in  the  providing 
of  larger  and  better  school  houses,  which  arc  better  located,  better  supplied 
with  furniture,  apparatus,  out-houses  and  other  conveniences.  During  the 
past  six  years  more  than  seventy-five  school  houses  have  been  built  at  an 
aggregate  cost  of  more  than  $75,000.  The  value  of  school  property  in  1869 
was  $111,931.  Now  it  is  $170,000.  In  1869  111  houses  were  without 
out-houses.  Now  only  45.  Our  schools  have  increased  from  244|  to  near- 
ly 300.  In  the  increase  of  teachers'  wages,  in  1869  the  average  pay  per 
month  of  males  was  $41  09  ;  females,  $29  45.  Now  the  average  for  males 
is  $51  35;  females,  $31  37. 

In  the  increased  professional  interest  among  our  teachers.  This  is  evi- 
dent from  the  greater  number  who  attend  our  Normal  school  and  other 
schools  to  better  prepare  themselves  to  teach.  In  1869  only  85  had  attended 
a  Normal  school.     Now  198  ;  last  year  215. 

From  the  greater  number  of  graduates  from  our  Normal  schools  who  are 
yearly  added  to  the  list  of  our  teachers.  In  1869  only  ten  graduates 
taught  in  our  schools.  Now  39.  From  the  greatly  increased  number  of 
our  teachers,  who  have  read  and  studied  professional  works  on  teaching. 
Six  years  ago  only  a  small  minority  of  our  teachers  professed  to  have  read 
or  studied  any  work  upon  the  "Theory  of  Teaching."  Now,  every  teacher 
in  the  county  is  more  or  less  familiar  with  some  standard  work  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  a  large  number  are  regular  subscribers  to  some  educational  peri- 
odical. While  we  have  many  poor  teachers,  every  year  is  adding  good 
ones  in  excess  of  those  leaving  the  rank,  so  that  the  average  status  of  our 
teaching  force  is  steadily  advancing. 

The  great  improvement  of  our  County  Institutes.  In  no  one  thing  has 
there  been  so  marked  an  improvement  as  in  this.  This  is  apparent  from 
the  following  tabular  statement  taken  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  School 
Department,  for  the  years  designated  in  their  respective  columns  : 
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1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

1871. 

L872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

Whole  number  of  members.. 

28 

186 

139 

85 

266 
216 
300 

276 

r    210 

500 

324 
281 

500 

331 

290 
500 

384 
310 
800 

387 

320 

Greatest  number  of  spectators 

800 

For  their  support  we  have  drawn  the  $200  yearly  from  the  county,  and 
have  paid  nearly  $300  from  our  own  pockets.  The  following  is  a  partial 
summary  of  my  official  work  for  the  six  years  during-  which  I  have  acted 
as  Superintendent  of  schools  in  this  county  : 

Applicants  for  certificates  examined,  2,502;  applicants  rejected,  546; 
visits  to  schools,  1,325  ;  institutes  and  educational  meetings  held  and  at- 
tended, 46  ;  have  written  more  than  2,500  official  letters  ;  have  devoted 
my  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  (except  when  sickness  in  ray 
family  prevented,)  and  have  in  the  discharge  of  official  duties  traveled 
more  than  15,000  miles.  And  now  in  retiring  from  the  superintendency  of 
this  county,  I  can  truly  say  that  I  have  faithfully  endeavored  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  this  responsible  office,  as  well  as  1  could,  and  where  mistakes 
have  been  made,  and  I  know  that  I  have  made  mistakes,  I  am  sure  that 
they  have  been  "errors  of  the  head  and  not  of  the  heart.'- 

I  believe  that  the  educational  interests  of  the  county  have  steadily  ad. 
vanced  under  my  administration,  and  that  I  shall  leave  all  matters  connected 
with  the  office  in  a  better  condition  than  when  I  entered  it.  Still,  for  my- 
self, I  claim  but  a  small  share  of  the  credit,  for  I  have  had  valuable  assis- 
tance from  teachers,  directors  and  all  friends  of  education,  for  all  of  which 
I  am  truly  grateful. 

In  conclusion,  I  tender  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  school 
department  for  their  many  kind  words  of  encouragement,  to  my  numerous 
friends  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  whose  kindness  and  hospitalities  I  have 
so  often  enjoyed  ;  to  the  school  directors  who  have  done  so  much  to  help 
to  make  my  labors  a  success ;  to  the  faithful  teachers  who  have  so  nobly 
done  their  duty,  who  have  so  kindly  encouraged  and  sustained  me  in  my 
official  course,  (I  step  again  into  the  ranks  with  you,  let  us  help  and  encour- 
age each  other  ;)  and  to  the  thousands  of  dear  children  whose  bright  faces 
and  kindly  greetings  I  can  never  forget.  I  cannot  sever  the  happy  relations 
which  for  six  brief  years  have  characterized  our  intercourse  without  feel- 
ings of  deep  regret.  May  heaven's  choicest  blessings  rest  upon  you 
always.  Nothing  should  be  dearer  to  the  people  of  Tioga  county  than 
their  common  schools,  then  let  us  all  work  in  the  future  as  we  have  in  the 
past  for  their  advancement.  I  trust  that  my  successor  may  have,  as  she  so 
truly  deserves,  your  kindest  regards  and  assistance. 
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Writing  as  I  do  in  the  midst  of  vacation,  a  retrospection  of  the  last 
year's  work  will  naturally  be  covered  with  that  glamour  which  belongs  to 
all  that  is  past,  and  in  presenting  this  my  annual  report,  I  may  not  perhaps 
be  able  to  bring  before  you  so  many  of  the  imperfections  of  our  schools,  as 
1  might  otherwise  do. 

The  demand  for  more  extensive  play-grounds  for  physical  culture,  is 
steadily  increasing.  The  methods  of  instruction,  imperfect  as  they  are  in 
many  eases,  are  improving.  Our  school  houses,  as  a  rule,  are  commodious, 
well  provided  with  light,  air,  heat,  and  comfortable  seats. 

Union  district  deserves  great  credit  for  having  erected  a  commodious 
brick  house  for  the  accommodation  of  a  primary  school,  which  was  very 
much  needed.  This  establishes  at  that  point  a  graded  school.  The  build- 
ing is  supplied  with  new  and  improved  furniture,  blackboard  surface,  places 
for  hanging  hats  and  bonnets,  &c,  and  may  be  called  a  first  class  house. 
A  comparatively  low  percentage  of  attendance  in  two  or  three  districts, 
was  caused  by  the  unfavorable  winter.  The  progress,  most  evident,  is  the 
earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  many  teachers,  to  better  qualify  themselves  for 
their  work,  in  the  best  methods  of  governing,  managing  and  teaching 
school.     The  large  majority  of  them  being  anxious  to  excel. 

The  districts  in  which  the  salary  has  been  graded  according  to  the  grade 
of  the  certificate,  show  the  best  results  in  everything.  Buffalo  and  Union 
districts  deserve  favorable  mention  in  this  particular.  The  majority  of  our 
teachers  have  shown  commendable  zeal  in  teaching  morals  and  manners. 
Such  teachers  should  be  encouraged.  It  would  be  well  if  only  those  were 
employed,  who,  by  their  irreproachable  conduct  and  earnest  lives,  teach  by 
both  precept  and  practice. 

One  of  the  strongest  proofs  of  the  interest  felt  by  our  teachers,  was  their 
attendance  at  the  County  Institute,  at  Mifflinburg.  Of  eighty-six  who  were 
actual  teachers,  seventy-nine  were  present.  Prof.  F.  A.  Allen,  of  Mans- 
field, was  the  leading  instructor.  Deputy  Superintendent  Houck,  Dr.  T.  L. 
Griswold  and  President  Loomis  were  also  present,  giving  much  valuable 
instruction.  Our  own  teachers  took  a  willing  and  active  part  in  the  dis- 
cussions and  other  work  of  the  institute. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  an  increased  interest  on  the  part  of  patrons 
and  directors,  in  the  success  of  the  schools.  Several  of  the  districts  have 
been  regularly  visited  by  directors  and  parents.  Directors  are  generally 
glad  to  accompany  the  Superintendent  in  his  visits.  There  is,  however, 
very  much  room  for  improvement  in  every  direction. 
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Too  many  changes  are  made  in  teachers.  Many  who  are  employed  only 
use  the  profession  as  a  stepping  stone  to  something  beyond.  Too  little 
professional  pride  on  the  part  of  many  ;  a  tuo  great  dependence  on  text 
books  ;  low  salaries  paid.  These  and  many  other  points  might  be  noticed 
as  difficulties  to  be  met  and  overcome  in  the  future,  but  I  do  not  see  that 
there  is  any  good  reason  for  discouragement.  Although  we  have  not  ac- 
complished all  that  might  be  desired,  yet  with  earnest  work  and  a  patient 
trust  in  the  future,  we  hope  to  see  a  more  marked  educational  progress. 

Finally,  I  return  my  acknowledgments  to  directors,  teachers,  the  press  of 
the  county,  the  School  Department,  and  to  all  who  have  aided  me  during 
the  past  year. 
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In  this  my  third  annual  report,  I  will  touch  principally  upon  points  that 
cannot  be  fully  set  forth  in  the  statistical  table. 

School  Boards. — Nearly  every  board  numbers  some  intelligent  and  good 
men  who  earnestly  desire  to  see  the  schools  elevated  to  their  proper  stand- 
ard, but  in  too  many  instances  this  class  is  in  the  minority,  and  cannot 
effect  anything.  Other  boards  are  ruled  by  this  class  of  men,  and  in  their 
districts  the  good  houses,  good  teachers,  well  disciplined  schools  and  ad- 
vanced scholars  are  to  be  found. 

Teachers. — The  great  majority  of  the  teachers  are  good,  but  there  are 
some  districts  in  the  county  that,  on  account  of  the  low  salary  paid  and 
short  school  term  offered,  scarcely  ever  succeed  in  securing  the  services  of 
one  of  them. 

Districts. — Of  the  districts  visited  Sandy  Creek  and  Scrubgrass  town- 
ships made  greater  progress  than  any  of  the  others.  In  these  townships 
they  ceased  holding  two  terms  of  school  in  the  year  and  held  but  one 
term,  and  by  doing  so  were  enabled  to  secure  the  services  of  good  teach- 
ers, which  they  did,  with  few  exceptions.  The  schools  of  Cornplanter 
township  never  did  better  than  this  year.  The  schools  of  Allegheny,  Oil 
Creek,  Oakland,  President,  Pine  Grove,  Rockland  and  Richland  townships 
did  well.  The  schools  in  the  cities  and  boroughs  throughout  the  county 
did  better  than  usual.  In  Clinton,  Irwin,  Mineral,  French  Creek,  Canal 
and  Jackson  townships,  the  teachers  are  yet  required  to  board  around.  In 
these  townships  they  have  two  terms  of  school  in  the  year.  A  teacher 
seldom  teaches  more  than  three  months  in  the  same  sub-district.  The 
teachers  generally  are  beginners,  or  belong  to  that  class  that  practice  does 
not  improve.  There  axe  forty-seven  schools  in  these  districts  and  only  three 
of  them  can  be  called  good.  There  is  a  great  wrong  being  perpetrated  on 
the  children  of  these  districts.     I  attribute  it  all  to  the  teachers'  being1  re- 
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quired  to  board  around  aud  to  dividing  the  school  term.  Boarding  around 
and  short  school  terms  prevent  good  teachers  from  entering  these  districts, 
unless  they  cannot  get  schools  elsewhere,  and  they  can  nearly  always  find 
schools  in  other  districts.  1  would  advise  the  directors  in  these  districts 
to  manage  their  school  affairs  in  a  way  that  will  secure  to  them  their  share 
of  the  good  teachers  of  the  county,  and  also  to  remember  that  the  day  is 
fast  approaching  when  they,  and  not  a  few  grumblers,  must  give  an  account 
of  their  stewardship. 

Houses. — The  board  of  Scrubgrass  township,  during  the  year,  built  two 
first-class  school  houses  and  seated  them  with  patent  furniture.  There  are 
two  more  under  contract  in  this  township  I  would  advise  other  boards,  pro- 
posing to  build,  to  examine  these  houses  before  letting  their  contracts.  The 
boards  of  Cranberry  township  and  Oil  City  each  built  one  first-class  house 
and  seated  it  with  patent  furniture.  The  other  new  houses  are  as  follows  : 
Richland,  one  ;  Sugar  Creek,  two  ;  Plum,  one.  The  board  of  Oakland 
township  has  built  a  neat  fence  around  each  of  the  lots  aud  planted  trees 
which  in  time  will  beautify  the  grounds.  Nearly  every  board  in  the  county 
could  do  much  good  in  the  same  way. 

Interest. — The  people  generally  of  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  county 
are  much  interested  in  the  welfare  of  their  schools,  and  show  it  by  paying 
liberally  and  willingly  to  support  them.  Many  show  their  interest  by  vis- 
iting them.  It  would  be  better  however,  if  more  would  show  their  interest 
in  this  way.  There  is  a  hopeful  sign  in  some  of  the  other  districts — the 
people  arc  becoming  dissatisfied  with  their  schools,  and  it  is  right  that  they 
should  be.  Their  schools  are  not  the  kind  that  they  need.  A  little  money 
spent  on  the  buildings  and  for  apparatus,  a  uniformity  of  text-books  ;  a 
higher  salary  paid  teachers  ;  a  longer  term  of  schools ;  boarding  around 
dispensed  with,  and  teachers  judiciously  selected  will  make  the  schools  of 
these  districts  what  they  should  be. 

Salaries. — The  salaries  of  good  teachers  were  increased  this  year  in  more 
than  one-half  of  the  districts  in  the  county  ;  in  some  instances  the  increase 
was  ten  and  in  some  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  but  the  good  teachers  are 
not  yet  fairly  remunerated  for  their  labor.  If  school-boards  would  make  a 
greater  difference  between  the  salaries  of  able  teachers  and  those  that  are 
barely  iiassable  by  raising  the  salaries  of  the  competent  ones,  they  would 
confer  a  blessing  on  the  children  of  whose  education  they  have  the  over- 
sight. 

Text-books. — In  some  of  the  townships  there  is  not  a  uniformity  of  text- 
books. This  is  a  great  mistake.  It  multiplies  the  number  of  classes  and 
prevents  a  proper  allotment  of  time  to  the  different  recitations,  and  it  is  a 
violation  of  one  of  the  most  necessary,  and  clearly  defined  points  of  the 
school  law.     School  boards  should  see  to  this,  and  prevent  the  use  of  any 
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other  books  than  those  adopted  by  the  board.  I  would  advise  presidents 
of  school  boards  to  examine  the  law  carefully  touching  this  matter  before 
swearing  to  their  annual  reports. 

Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  held  this  year  in  Franklin.  In  atten- 
dance it  exceeded  any  previous  institute  held  in  the  county.  The  instruc- 
tors and  lecturers  were  Prof.  Andrew  Burtt,  of  Pittsburg,  Miss  Rose  M'- 
Oleery,  of  Pittsburg,  Superintendent  II.  S.  Jones,  of  Erie  and  Prof.  Blan- 
chard,  of  Wheaton  College,  Illinois.  The  instruction  was  practical  and 
well  received  by  the  teachers.  Professors  Burtt  and  Bianchard  delivered 
very  interesting  and  instructive  lectures  to  highly  appreciative  audiences 
:two  evenings  during  the  week. 

Conclusion. — I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  earnest 
friends  of  education  met  in  all  sections  of  the  county,  for  the  encourage- 
ment and  instruction  I  received  from  their  great  example  in  enthusiasm  in 
the  cause  of  the  public  schools.  I  also  tender  my  thanks  to  Supt.  Wicker- 
sham  and  his  assistants  in  the  department  for  their  counsel  and  for  other 
favors  received. 
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The  work  has  gone  steadily  on  in  the  last  year.  Not  so  much  success 
-attended  the  change  to  the  one  term  system  as  was  hoped  for.  A  fair  trial 
was  not  granted  it ;  but  in  spite  of  the  imperfect  trial,  the  most  intelligent 
and  thoughtful  of  our  directors  and  citizens  are  in  favor  of  it. 

In  several  districts  the  usefulness  of  school  boards  has  been  impaired  by 
falling  into  litigation.  There  is  a  spirit  of  this  kind  from  which  we  were 
happily  free  before. 

Ventilation. — In  looking  up  statistics  for  the  statistical  report,  and  in  at- 
tempting to  ventilate  one  of  our  school  houses,  I  have  found  that,  with  our 
thin-walled  houses  and  cold  climate  it  is  impossible  to  properly  ventilate 
them.  But  a  few  hints  to  teachers  may  be  of  use  here.  Foul  air  is  heavier 
than  pure  air,  therefore,  if  you  let  down  the  tops  of  the  windows  you  let  in 
cold  air,  let  out  the  pure  warm  air  and  retain  the  impure  air,  and  these  sim- 
ple facts  ought  to  be  taken  into  account  in  building  new  school  houses. 

School  Directorship. — In  my  opinion,  the  number  of  directors  ought  to 
be  reduced  to  three,  and  these  three  should  be  paid  and  sworn  officers. 

County  Superintendency. — The  County  Superintendent,  it  seems  to  me, 
to  make  him  perfectly  impartial  and  independent,  ought  to  be  appointed  in- 
stead of  elected.  Every  time  a  superintendent  rejects  a  candidate  for  a 
certificate,  he  creates  a  feeling  of  unkindncss  and  distrust  among  the  friends 
of  the  candidate.  The  result  is  that  if  he  is  rigidly  honest  and  impartial  in 
10  School  Rep. 
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his  examinations,  insisting-  on  a  high  standard  of  qualification,  the  les& 
chance  is  there  for  him  of  remaining  in  office. 

Salaries  in  some  districts  have  been  cut  down  during  the  year.  There 
are  yet  too  many  people — and  school  directors — to  whom  a  teacher  is  a 
teacher  whatever  his  qualifications  are.  With  them  the  young  miss  of 
seventeen  summers — imposed  upon  the  good  nature  of  the  easy  Superinten- 
dent by  over  anxious  parents — stands  upon  the  same  footing  with  the  Nor- 
mal School  graduate  of  successful  experience.  The  fact  that  teaching 
school  has  a  market  value  like  any  other  service,  and  that  valuable  service 
must  be  paid  for  is  a  good  while  in  becoming  apparent  to  our  directors,, 
and  that  cheap  teachers  and  cheap  Superintendents  are  costly  at  any  price,, 
is  difficult  for  them  to  understand. 

Work  Done. — During  the  year  I  have  made  322  visits  to  schools;  trav- 
eled 1,800  miles;  delivered  six  addresses;  held  and  attended  seven  insti- 
tutes ;  held  thirty-nine  public  examinations  ;  examined  366  applicants,  and 
attended  to  the  rapidly  increasing  duty  of  finding  teachers  for  school 
boards. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  at  Youngsville,  and  was  every  way  suc- 
cessful, particularly  in  the  point  of  numbers  ;  there  being  250  teachers  in 
attendance.  The  instructors  and  lecturers  were  W.  W.  Woodruff,  H.  S. 
Jones,  of  Erie  ;  J.  C.  Graham,  of  Meadville  ;  C.  C.  Taylor,  of  Waterford  ; 
Virgil  Curtis,  of  Corry,  and  Fred.  Hooker  and  A.  B.  Miller,  of  Warren. 
Norman  R.  Thompson  delivered  the  address  of  welcome  and  Erastus  Crosb3r 
the  response. 

I  again  return  my  thanks  to  the  newspaper  press  of  the  vicinity  for  their 
manv  kindnesses. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— Thomas  G.  Fee. 

In  this  my  sixth  and  last  annual  report,  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to 
report  progress  during  this  and  the  other  years  1  had  the  honor  of  superin- 
tending the  schools  of  Washington  county.  Although"  this  progress  has 
not  been  rapid,  yet  it  has  been  steady  and  comprehensive,  embracing  all 
the  educational  interests  of  the  county.  Some  of  these  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  enumerate.  The  first  and  most  prominent  evidence  of  progress  is  a 
higher  degree  of  scholastic  attainments  on  the  part  of  a  majority  of  teach- 
ers. Only  a  few  years  ago  my  predecessor  reported  that  the  standard  of 
qualification  for  a  No.  1  certificate  was  lower  in  this  county  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  State.  Since  then,  teachers  have  been  subjected  to 
thorough  examinations,  and  now  Washington  county  has  a  standard  of 
qualification  not  below  any  in  western  Pennsylvania.     It  is  quite  gratifying 
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to  be  able  to  report,  that  higher  and  better  qualifications  have  been  followed 

by  a  gradual  increase  in  salaries,  thus  indicating  that  directors  and  the 
pupils  whom  they  represent,  are  willing  to  pay  nond  teachers  liberal  wag<  s 
even  in  this  commercial  crisis.  1  notice  further  that  many  school  hoards 
now  make  a  wise  discrimination  in  the  employment  of  t"a<-liers,  giving  the 
best  wages  to  those  who  hold  the  best  certificates.  This  has  proven  to  be 
a  powerful  stimulus  to  teachers  who  desire  to  increase  their  salary  anil 
their  usefulness.  Directors  who  fail  to  make  any  such  discrimination,  are 
paying  a  premium  for  ignorance. 

Another  gratifying  evidence  of  improvement  is  the  erection  of  new  and 
better  school  houses,  and  although  these  are  not  so  numerous  as  they  ought 
to  be,  nor  so  highly  ornamental  as  they  should  be,  still  they  indicate  an 
amount  of  improvement  rather  encouraging  than  otherwise.  During  my 
terms  of  office  many  new  school  houses  have  been  built.  Ten  have 
been  erected  during  the  present  year.  They  are  located  in  the  follow- 
ing districts:  One  in  Hanover,  one  in  Smith,  one  in  Cross  Creek,  one 
in  Independence,  one  in  Buffalo,  one  in  Donegal,  one  in  Franklin,  one 
in  West  Bethlehem,  one  in  Nottingham  and  one  in  Greenfield.  Those  in 
Cross  Creek,  West  Bethlehem  and  Greenfield  are  two-story  buildings,  for 
the  accommodation  of  double  schools.  All  are  substantial  and  commodi- 
ous, supplied  with  the  best  of  patent  furniture  and  a  sufficient  amount  of 
blackboard  surface. 

One  year  ago  I  informed  the  Department  that  there  were  school  houses 
in  very  public  places  without  a  single  privy,  and  that  common  decency  de- 
manded a  removal  of  this  crying  shame.  I  am  glad  that  my  urgent  appeal 
has  not  been  in  vain.  A  large  number  of  such  outhouses  has  since  been 
erected,  and  this  stigma  on  our  county  partly  blotted  out.  Yet  there  are 
a  few  directors  whom  neither  shame  nor  a  sense  of  duty  could  induce  to 
spend  a  few  dollars  for  such  a  purpose  If  you  have  legal  authority  it 
would  be  well  for  the  Department  to  withhold  the  State  appropriation  from 
all  such  districts. 

Institules. — Local  institutes  were  held  at  Muntown,  Finleyville,  Bower 
Hill,  Cross  Creek,  Eldersville,  Paris,  Candor,  Hickory,  Hillsboro',  Vance- 
vifle,  Van  Buren,  Joint  L.  II.  Amity,  Good  Intent,  West  Alexander,  Inde- 
pendence, Victory,  No.  4,  Fallowfield,  No.  3,  Cecil,  No.  5,  Chartiers  and 
No.  3,  Canton.  Joint  institutes  were-  held  at  Canonsburg,  Beallsville, 
Claysville,  Burgettstown,  West  Middletown  and  Bentleysville,  twenty- 
seven  in  all — a  larger  number  than  were  held  during  any  previous  year. 
These  meetings  were  attended  by  very  many  teachers,  not  a  few  directors 
and  a  great. many  pupils  and  patrons.  The  active,  progressive,  conscien- 
tious teachers  were  seldom  absent,  those  puffed  up  with  little  learning  and 
self  conceit  were  not  present      The  opening  exercises  consisted  of  vocal 
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music  and  religious  exercises.  The  other  exercises  were  of  a  practical 
nature  and  consisted  of  familar  lectures  on  orthography,  reading,  penman- 
ship, ventilation,  classification  and  school  government.  These  institutes 
were  instrumental  in  doing  not  a  little  good.  Young  teachers,  especially, 
learned  much  of  the  subjects  named  above  ;  directors  were  aroused  from 
their  lethargy,  and  pupils  and  patrons  awakened  to  the  importance  of  dili- 
gence, perseverance,  punctualit}7,  mental  activity  and  co-operation  Avith 
teachers  and  school  officers.  I  could  not  help  noticing  that  in  those  dis- 
tricts where  directors  pay  liberal  salaries,  and  erect  good  school  houses, 
the  attendance  was  quite  large,  while  in  districts  where  school  houses  were 
unfit  for  use  and  wages  low  the  attendance  was  not  good.  These  meetings 
gave  me  a  great  amount  of  labor,  but  I  am  convinced  that  the  benefit 
arising  to  the  schools  was  greater  than  would  have  arisen  from  spending  an 
ecpial  amount  of  time  in  school  visitation.  Few  district  institutes  were 
held  by  teachers  and  directors.  When  properly  conducted  they  are  very 
beneficial. 

The  County  Institute  convened  at  Canonsburg  on  Monday,  December 
28,  18*14,  and  adjourned  on  Friday  night  following.  Notwithstanding  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  the  attendance  of  friends  of  education,  from  all 
sections  of  the  county,  was  very  large.  Two  hundred  and  forty-five  teach- 
ers were  enrolled  ;  beside  these  regular  members,  there  were  present 
twenty-five  prominent  educators  from  this  and  adjacent  counties  ;  twenty- 
five  school  directors,  seventeen  pupils,  who  contested  for  prizes  in  the 
spelling  match,  and  a  large  number  of  spectators.  The  exercises  consisted 
of  essays,  orations,  select  reading,  discussions  and  vocal  and  instrumental 
music  by  the  members  of  the  institute.  In  every  institute  teachers  should 
act  a  prominent  part.  This  will  keep  them  interested  and  develop  their 
talents.  Such  a  course  I  have  pursued  during  the  last  six  years.  During 
the  last  institute  the  music  was  very  good  and  the  discussions  and 
other  performance  were  of  a  higher  order.  But  the  chief  feature  of  the 
institute  was  the  instruction  given  to  teachers.  John  II.  French,  of  Ver- 
mont ;  Miss  Maria  Sanford,  of  Swarthmore  College  and  II.  Houck,  Deputy 
State  Superintendent,  were  present  and  gave  much  valuable  instruction  in 
school  organization,  classification,  mathematical  geography,  history,  spel- 
ling and  kindred  subjects.  Every  member  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of 
the  music  page  supplement,  a  pencil  and  a  note  book  in  which  all  the 
earnest  teachers  took  notes  for  future  reference.  The  school  directors  met 
on  Wednesday  ;  the  attendance  was  not  large  but  the  discussions  were 
quite  lively.  Some  favored  a  compulsory  school  law  and  others  opposed 
it ;  some  proposed  radical  changes  as  advance  measures,  while  others 
argued  against  the  school  system  as  it  now  is.     One  member,  J.  C.  M'- 
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Nary,  affirming-  that  our  schools  were  better  twenty  years  ago.     Let  no 
such  man  be  trusted  to  enact  school  laws  at  Harrisburg. 

The  spelling  contest  by  pupils  of  the  public  schools  awakened  consider- 
able interest  and  has  been  the  means  of  doing  much  good.  Miss  Emma 
M'Peak,  of  Canonsburg,  took  the  first  prize,  "The  County  Banner." 

The  teachers'  literary  entertainment,  which  I  inaugurated  some  years 
ago,  continues  to  be  an  interesting  feature  of  the  institute. 

In  this  county  we  have  special  legislation  compelling  school  directors  to 
allow  teachers  time  and  pay  for  attending  the  County  Institute.  In  some 
of  the  rural  districts  there  is  strong  opposition  to  this  law,  and  this  oppo- 
sition is  causing  disputes  between  teachers  and  directors  and  consequently 
the  school  suffers.  Very  likely  there  will  soon  be  an  effort  to  repeal  this 
local  legislation.  During  the  last  six  years  I  disbursed  $2,374  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  institute.  To  this  add  $7,550  the  estimated 
amount  paid  by  school  directors  to  teachers  and  we  have  $9,924  for 
the  entire  cost  of  these  meetings.  While  I  highly  approve  of  County 
Institutes,  yet  it  may  be  well  for  educators  to  consider  whether  or  not  a 
greater  amount  of  good  could  not  be  secured  in  some  other  way.  Without 
discussing  the  subject  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  com- 
plete teachers'  library  in  every  township  and  borough.  In  this  would  be 
found  all  and  more  than  all  the  information  obtained  at  Institutes. 

In  concluding  my  remarks  on  the  subject  of  County  Institutes,  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  deem  it  unjust  and  unwise  to  hold  all  the  County  Institutes  in 
the  same  town.  The  cause  of  popular  education,  the  success  of  the  Insti- 
tute and  convenience  of  teachers  and  directors  as  well  as  experience,  plainly 
indicate  that  these  great  annual  conventions  should  be  held  in  various  sec- 
tions of  the  county. 

The  State  Normal  School,  at  California,  is  slowly  increasing  in  numbers 
and  efficiency.  Some  new  teachers  have  been  employed  and  perhaps  the 
attendance  increased.  More  professional  instruction  and  the  abolition  of 
the  short  institute  term  would  certainly  improve  its  usefulness.  It  maybe 
that  the  high  toned  men  and  women  who  teach  here,  would  not  cram  their 
students  for  a  Superintendent's  examination,  but  at  even  other  places  when 
a  short  Institute  session  is  held,  great  injustice  is  done  by  cramming  young 
applicants  in  order  that  they  may  pass  their  examinations. 

The  Canonsburg  Academy,  of  which  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Ewing  is  principal, 
affords  most  excellent  facilities  for  ladies  and  gentlemen  to  learn  the  an- 
cient and  modern  languages  as  well  as  the  higher  mathematics  and  com- 
mon branches.  This  institution  is  constantly  increasing  in  efficiency  and 
growing  in  popularity.  Her  chief  aim  and  mission  are  to  prepare  young 
men  for  entering  advanced  classes  in  college.  In  this  work,  no  similar  in- 
stitution in  western  Pennsylvania  has  been  more  successful. 
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John  Messenger,  a  christian  teacher,  a  good  linguist,  a  profound  mathe- 
matician, and  withal  a  very  dioflest  man,  continues  to  educate  young  men 
at  his  academy  on  lloge's  Summit.  Mr.  Messenger  has  spent  many  years 
in  preparing-  young  men  for  the  active  duties  of  life.  To  him,  teaching 
Bd  us  to  he  a  divine  calling,  and.  like  Socrates,  his  teaching  and  his  life 
have  made  a  deep  impression  on  his  pupils. 

The  Schools  were  taught  by  14^  male  and  ltjO  female  teachers.  The  per 
cent,  of  attendance  was  unusually  high,  and  the  general  interest  on  the  part 
of  pupils  and  teachers  was  very  good.  We  have  many  men  and  women 
teaching  in  very  obscure  localities  and  of  whom  not  much  is  said  or  heard, 
but  who,  nevertheless,  are  doing  a  noble  work — a  work  whose  influence 
will  be  ielt  long  after  they  have  ceased  from  their  labors. 

The  Washington  Inion  school  has  reached  a  high  degree  of  excellence. 
This  is  mainly  owing  to  the  tact,  energy  and  perseverence  of  the  principal, 
W.  C,  Lyne,  a  man  eminently  qualified  by  nature,  culture  and  scholastic 
attainments  for  controlling  and  teaching.  This  eminent  success  seems  re- 
markably strange  when  we  consider  that  the  directors  pay  assistant  teach- 
ers the  mere  pittance  of  S3 5  per  month,  and  put  teachers  with  little  or  no 
experience  in  the  primary  departments,  where  the  best  and  most  skillful 
teachers  are  needed. 

The  half-time  system  has  been  tried  in  the  primary  schools  of  Canons- 
burg  and  Washington.  Teachers  and  directors  are  favorably  impressed 
with  the  results.  The  attendance  was  more  regular  and  the  progress  good. 
The  physical  development  of  children  is  not  hindered  by  over  exertion  and 
long  continuance  in  overcrowded  rooms,  it  also  secures  greater  sitting-room 
and  economy  in  teachers'  wages. 

Text-Books. — In  few  schools  is  there  a  lack  of  uniformity  which  inter- 
feres with  the  classification  of  the  schools  ;  but  frequently  books  adopted  by 
directors  are  not  introduced  throughout  the  entire  district.  A  change  of 
text-books  still  continues  to  be  a  source  of  contention  between  directors  and 
patrons.  Contentions  of  this  kind  were  the  cause  of  much  ill  feeling  in 
Chartiers  and  Cross  Creek  townships,  and  although  these  complaints  were 
urged  from  base  motives,  personal  animosities,  yet  the  schools  suffered 
from  the  contentions  of  these  senseless  and  ignorant  complainants. 

The  spelling  mania  did  not  reach  this  county  until  most  of  the  country 
schools  had  closed,  or  perhaps  I  should  say  that  spelling  matches  have  been 
quite  common  in  this  count}-  for  two  or  three  years,  and  therefore  we  are 
ahead  of  many  other  sections  in  this  respect. 

In  all  my  official  labors  during  the  last  six  }"ears  I  have  steadily  kept  in 
view  the  good  of  the  schools.  I  am  satisfied  with  the  results.  The  County 
Institutes  have  been  larger  than  formerly,  and  attention  to  instructions  has 
been  very  creditable  to  the  teachers. 
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The  standard  of  qualification  has  been  raised  and  the  schools  are  gener- 
ally in  good  condition.  Few  of  the  failures  have  arisen  from  incompetency 
>i  teachers,  but  on  the  contrary  their  good  efforts  have  been  occasional}' 
thwarted  by  directors  and  parents. 

The  teachers'  literary  entertainment  has  added  to  the  dignity  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  been  a  means  of  developing  the  talent  of  some  of  our  best 
teachers. 

The  spelling  contest  too  is  a  feature  recently  inaugurated  and  whose  in- 
fluence has  been  highly  beneficial. 

To  my  numerous  friends  among  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  whose 
hospitality  1  have  often  shared,  I  return  m}7  sincere  thanks  and  invoke 
JELeavens'  richest  blessing  on  them  all. 


WAYNE  COUNTY— D.  G.  Allen. 

The  educational  sentiment  of  this  county  is  growing — our  people  have 
a  more  liberal  view    of  common  school  education,  more  enlarged  and  ex 
alted  ideas  of  teachers'  qualifications  and  teachers'  duties. 

In  harmony  with  these  progressive  views  the  standard  of  teachers'  quali- 
fications has  been  steadily  advanced  until  the  "stand  still"  teacher  is  un- 
able, except  in  a  few  townships,  to  find  a  resting  place  inside  the  school 
•room.  Our  progress  and  improvement  are  acknowledged  by  all  observant 
and  reflecting  citizens,  but  how  far  we  have  advanced  seems  difficult  to  ex- 
-actly  indicate. 

"The  march  of  armies  may  be  easily  told, 
Not  so  the  march  of  mind."' 

A  few  of  our  schools,  within  the  past  few  years,  have  doubled  their  use- 
fulness, as  the  patrons  of  these  schools  will  testify  ;  others  there  are,  whose 
improvement,  if  seen  by  the  critical,  is  seldom  perceived  by  the  casual 
observer.  The  success  of  the  former  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  direc- 
tors and  patrons  have  put  into  execution  the  suggestions  of  superintendents 
and  educators  who  have  devoted  years  to  the  advancement  of  education, 
while  the  imperceptible  improvement  of  the  latter  is  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  disposition  of  officers  and  people  will  not  allow  them  to  listen  to  sugges- 
tions, but  prompts  them  to  move  in  a  direction  opposite  their  heads. 

The  County  Institute  convened  at  Honesdale,  November  16.  The  at- 
tendance was  large  and  the  interest  manifested  at  the  opening  remained 
good  to  the  close  of  the  session.  The  proceedings  of  the  institute  were 
published,  for  the  first  time  in  pamphlet  form,  which  reflects  great  credit 
■■-upon  the  teachers,  who  by  their  literary  and  pecuniary  efforts,  encouraged 
and   assisted  its  publication.     By  this  act  they  identified  themselves  an 
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educational  body  and  took  a  distinctive  place  among  the  professions.  To* 
the  shame  of  some  teachers,  however,  be  it  said  they  took  no  interest  irt 
the  publication  and  for  the  love  of  a  quarter  received  no  pamphlet. 

Assisted  by  some  of  the  leading  teachers  of  the  county,  I  held,  during- 
the  winter,  a  local  institute  at  Salem.  The  teachers  generally  and  many 
friends  of  education  were  in  attendance.  The  motives  for  which  it  was 
held  were  duly  appreciated  by  the  citizens  of  Salem,  who  desire  us  to- 
come  again.  I  regret  very  much  that  local  institutes  are  not  sustained  by 
the  teachers  throughout  the  county.  These  institutes,  rightly  organized 
and  presided  over  by  an  efficient  teacher  would  supply  a  great  want  among- 
teachers.  They  would  be  the  means  of  making  the  teachers  think  of  strik- 
ing out  new  paths,  perfecting  school  policies  and  quickening  the  life  of  the 
profession.  We  trust  something  in  this  direction  will  be  done  the  coming 
year. 

In  Ilawley  but  little  interest  seems  to  be  taken  in  public  schools.  The 
houses  which  were  badly  located  and  built  at  the  least  possible  expense  of 
material  and  labor,  have  become  poor.  Their  interior  presents  a  repulsive 
appearance,  poor  uncomfortable  seats,  no  maps,  no  charts,  nothing  to  give 
it  a  home-like  appearance.  A  jail — the  receptacle  of  felons  and  other  offen- 
ders against  the  laws  of  God  and  man — bas  been  made  more  comfortable 
and  inviting.  Four  of  these  uncomfortable  and  poorly  contrived  houses, 
that  will  not  conveniently  seat  more  than  40  or  50  pupils,  have  crowded 
into  them  from  80  to  100  pupils  of  every  age.  This  is  the  only  provision 
made  by  the  school  officers  for  the  education  of  more  than  five  hundred 
school-going  children  in  the  village  of  Hawle}7. 

Seeing  that  the  repairs  on  these  buildings  were  annually  increasing  and 
that  more  room  was  needed  for  the  accommodation  of  pupils,  1  thought  it  a 
favorable  time  to  introduce  the  subject  of  graded  school.  I  accordingly 
gave  notice  through  the  county  papers,  one  of  which  is  published,  in  the 
place,  that  an  educational  meeting  would  be  held  in  Hawley  for  the  pur- 
pose of  awakening  a  common  school  interest  that  might  result  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  graded  school.  Many  friends  of  education  from  Honesdale 
and  leading  teachers  from  various  townships  went  expecting  to  meet  a 
goodly  number  of  the  town  people,  but  the  small  representation  soon  con- 
vinced all  that  apathy  prevailed,  and  that  the  public  school  interest  in  the 
place  had  long  been  dormant. 

The  benefits  of  a  graded  school  were  fully  set  forth,  but  to  little  purpose. 
All  but  a  few  of  the  representatives  from  the  place  took  umbrage  to  what 
was  said  and  became  indignant.  They  gave  us  to  understand  they  knew 
what  kind  of  schools  they  needed  and  all  they  asked  was  to  be  let  alone. 

Now  there  are  more  than  a  hundred  children,  and  those  of  the  heaviest 
tax  payers,  kept  in  pay  schools  for  the  want  of  a  good  public  school.  Think. 
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you  a  majority  of  these  people  are  working  to  promote  the  interest  of  pub- 
schools  ?  "  Tell  it  not  in  Gath  ;  publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askclon."' 
"Verily,  I  said  in  my  heart,  Ephriam  is  joined  to  his  idols  ;  let  him  alone."- 

The  balance  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  has  been  in  kind  and 
quality  about  the  same  as  that  adverted  to  in  former  reports. 

The  following  retarding  influences  have  been  referred  to  heretofore,  but 
I  deem  them  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  reiterated  until  generally  com- 
plied with  : 

1.  Too  many  schools.  South  Canaan,  for  example,  with  an  area  of  30 
square  miles,  and  an  assessed  valuation  of  $59,636,  and  300  taxables,  is 
tr}ring,  with  a  13  mill  tax,  to  support  12  schools  ;  while  Dyberry,  with  an 
area  of  24  square  miles,  and  an  assessed  value  of  $10,138,  145  taxables  and. 
a  13  mill  tax,  supports  only  1,  and  thinks  that  one  too  many. 

Scott,  with  an  area  about  the  same  as  that  of  South  Canaan,  and  a  school 
fund  much  less,  is  trying  to  keep  11  schools  in  operation,  a  majority  of 
which  would  not  average  12  scholars  each.  Other  townships  might  be 
similarly  compared,  but  1  consider  these  sufficient  to  indicate  why  the  sala- 
ries are  so  low  and  the  schools  so  backward  in  various  parts  of  the  county. 
To  please  the  people  in  these  overburdened  districts  is  most  impossible. 
One  portion  of  them  are  dissatisfied  because  the  schools  are  no  better,  and 
another  portion  are  dissatisfied  because  the  Superintendent  will  not  give- 
certificates  to  the  incompetent  that  can  be  employed  for  the  salaries 
offered.  They  say  anybody  will  do  to  teach  these  little  schools,  when  the 
fact  is  these  very  schools  need  our  best  teachers. 

Large  schools  within  reasonable  distances  are  better  than  small  ones,  be- 
cause they  possess  greater  vitality  and  furnish  more  incentives  to  study. 
The  importance  and  dignity  of  the  school  is  more  forcibly  impressed  upon- 
the  minds  of  the  pupils,  and  the  teacher  also  feels  more  deeply  the  respon- 
sibility upon  him  and  accordingly  discharges  his  duties  more  efficiently. 

Many  of  our  directors  are  aware  of  this  fact,  but  for  fear  of  displeasing- 
their  neighbors,  but  very  little  has  b3en  done  to  reduce  the  number  of 
schools.     Directors  should  remember  that  the  schools  over  which  they  pre- 
side, are  for  the  welfare   of  the  whole  township,  and  that  private  conve- 
nience should  be  made  subordinate  to  the  welfare  of  the  township. 

2.  The  constant  change  of  teachers  may  be  considered  the  bane  of  our 
schools.  This  is  one  of  the  most  serious  obstacles,  to  improvement,  with 
which  we  have  to  contend.  The  development  of  mind  is  not  only  a  work 
that  requires  time,  but  it  is  a  work  that  should  be  gradually  carried  for- 
ward by  a  chain  of  thought  whose  links  are  unbroken.  Step  by  step  the 
work  rri'ust  be  planned  and  achieved  in  its  proper  order.  The  plans  can- 
not be  judiciously  arranged  until  the  teacher  has  become  acquainted  with 
the  disposition,  mental  peculiarities  and  wants  of  his  pupils,  and  the  sue- 
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cessful  execution  of  these  plans*  will  take  months,  yes  years  of  unceasing 
watchfulness  on  the  part  of  a  faithful  teacher.  Out  of  the  205  schools  in 
this  county,  only  75  were  taught  without  a  change  of  teacher,  at  the  end 
of  three  months.  This  itinerancy  is  favorable  only  to  teachers  whose  lim- 
ited attainments  compel  them  to  pursue  the  profession  uomadically  or  aban- 
don it  altogether.  To  measure  the  retarding-  influence  resulting-  from  the 
frequent  change  of  teachers  is  impossible.  Again  Ave  say,  allow  your 
schools  to  be  taught  an  average  term  of  six  months  without  a  change  of 
teachers. 
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In  comparing  the  present  condition  of  our  schools  with  that  of  the  past 
we  feel  encouraged.  Notwithstanding  the  financial  troubles  still  hang  over 
us,  our  people  have  expended  large  sums  of  money  in  the  purchase  of 
grounds,  the  erection  ol  school  houses,  furnishing  of  apparatus,  &c.,  &c. 
Since  my  last  annual  report  fifteen  school  houses  have  been  built,  at  an 
aggregate  cost  of  $26,000,  including  furniture.  Six  of  these  are  in  new 
districts,  the  others  take  the  places  of  old  dilapidated  houses  long  since 
unfit  for  the  purpose  intended. 

The  following  are  the  districts  and  number  in  each  :  Bridgeport,  one; 
Deny,  one  ;  Fairfield,  one  ;  Hempfield,  one  ;  Huntingdon,  East,  three  ;  Hun- 
tingdon, North,  two,  (each  two  stories;)  Huntingdon,  South,  one;  Ligon- 
ier  township,  two  ;  Mt.  Pleasant  township,  one  ;  Penn  township,  one  and 
Washington,  one  ;  eleven  frame  and  four  brick.  Ten  of  them  are  furnish- 
ed with  improved  patent  desks  and  seats,  the  others  have  very  comfortable 
seats.  The  apparatus  was  increased  in  fifty  schools  at  a  cost  of  $750. 
The  schools  of  the  county  are  nearly  all  supplied  with  globes  and  outline 
maps.  Each  school  in  Youghiogheny  district  is  furnished  with  a  $25  globe. 

A  special  effort  was  made  to  secure  a  more  regular  attendance  at  school, 
and  with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  teachers,  directors  and  friends  of  edu- 
cation, the  result  was  quite  satisfactory.  Up  to  the  middle  of  February 
the  percentage  was  greatly  in  advance  of  former  years.  About  that  time 
measles,  mumps  and  scarlet  fever  broke  in  upon  us  and  spread  with  great 
rapidity,  cutting  down  the  term  per  cent,  terribly.  Some  schools  were  en- 
tirely broken  up.  A  majority  of  our  teachers  were  enthusiastic  in  their 
work.  A  very  decided  improvement  is  to  be  seen  in  the  manner  of  doing 
the  work.  Teachers  are  much  more  thorough  in  their  instruction,  an  in- 
creased desire  to  be  better  prepared  for  the  work  is  shown  by  the  number 
of  teachers  in  attendance  at  school.  We  have  quite  a  good  representation 
at  Millersville,  Edinboro',  Shippensburg  and  Indiana  State  Normal  Schools. 
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Then  we  have,  in  our  own  county,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Murrysville,  Salem, 
Sewickley.  Greensburg,  West  Newton,  Ligonier,  Latrobe,  Livermore, 
Irwin,  New  Alexandria,  Pine  Run  and  Donegal,  schools  that  are  in 
charge  of  experienced  teachers  and  are  certainly  doing  a  good  work. 

In  order  that  our  schools  may  accomplish  that  for  which  they  were  de- 
signed, we  must  have  some  more  permanent  arrangement  by  which  good 
teachers  may  be  employed  for  a  term  of  eight  or  nine  months  each  year. 
Teaching  has  been  and  is  still  made  a  stepping  stone  to  something  else.  A 
young  man  goes  to  school  one  or  two  terms  then  teaches  a  session,  then 
goes  to  school  another  term,  then  teaches  again,  and  so  on  till  he  is  well 
fitted  for  teaching,  and  when  well  fitted  for  teaching  he  is  fitted  for  some- 
thing else  that  pays  better  and  affords  constant  employment,  so,  away  he 
goes,  and  his  place  must  be  filled  by  an  inexperienced  teacher.  Thus  we 
are  constantly  training  teachers,  and  that  too,  in  many  instances,  at  a  dear 
rate.  Fifty-seven  inexperienced  teachers  were  employed  in  the  county, 
and  eighty  have  taught  less  than  one  year  ;  one  .hundred  and  fifty  have 
taught  more  than  five  years.  In  some  districts  in  this  county  it  requires 
a  heavy  percentage  to  raise  money  sufficient  to  keep  the  schools  open  five 
months  in  the  year,  and  pay  the  teachers  $30  per  month.  There  are  some 
good  teachers  who  have  been  teaching  at  $30  per  month,  but  certainly  they 
cannot  be  expected  to  do  so  for  any  considerable  length  of  time  and  keep 
accounts  balanced. 

Another  drawback,  is  the  neglect  on  the  part  of  parents  to  visit  their 
schools.  When  we  employ  a  mechanic  to  do  work  for  us,  we  visit  him  of- 
ten and  watch  closely  to  see  that  the  work  is  well  done.  Especially  is  this 
so  when  we  have  a  mason  building  the  foundation  for  a  costly  house.  Not 
so  in  regard  to  school.  We  employ  a  teacher,  send  our  children  to  school 
daily  perhaps,  but  seldom  (if  ever)  enter  the  school  room  to  see  how  the 
work  is  being  done  or  to  give  a  word  of  encouragement,  either  to  teacher 
or  children.  Teachers,  as  well  as  others,  need  encouragement ;  children 
must  have  it.  Its  cost  is  a  mere  trifle  compared  with  the  benefit  arising  from 
it.  Parents  and  guardians,  we  respectfulty  call  your  attention  to  this  im- 
portant duty  and  earnestly  hope  that  it  will  receive  that  attention  which 
its  importance  demands.  We  have  over  17,000  children  in  attendance  at 
our  common  schools  in  this  county,  who  are  in  a  course  of  training  for  the 
duties  of  active  life.     May  they  be  well  trained  for  those  duties. 

District  Institutes  were  held  regularly  every  two  weeks  in  quite  a  num- 
ber of  districts,  and  occasional  meetings  for  the  improvement  of  teachers 
were  held  in  others. 

The  County  Institute  convened  at  Greensburg,  December  28,  and  re- 
mained in  session  five  days.     Two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  teachers  were 
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imattondanee.     The  audience  was  large  and  the  interest  good.     Local  in- 
stitutes were  held  in  various  parts  of  the  county,  with  good  results. 

I  desire  to  tender  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  School  Department  for  many 
favors  ;  to  the  school  directors  for  their  co-operation  in  the  general  man- 
agement of  the  schools  ;  to  the  good  people  of  the  county  for  their  kind- 
ness and  hospitality,  so  heartily  extended  ;  to  the  editors  of  the  county 
papers  for  their  generosit}7 ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  to  the  teachers  and 
children  for  their  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness,  and  the  cordial  welcome 
given  during  my  official  visits  to  the  schools  of  the  county. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— Thompson  Bodi.e. 

In  presenting  my  third  annual  report,  although  space  is  wisely  limited, 
1  shall  repeat  some  statements  made  in  previous  reports,  especially  those 
relating  to  difficulties  or  obstructions  in  the  way  of  improvement. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  Washington  and  Overfield  townships 
have  accepted  the  school  law  and  are  now  in  good  working  order,  although 
they  were  the  last  two  districts  in  the  State  to  adopt  the  school  system  and 
are  consequently  laboring  under  some  difficulties  common  to  begin- 
ners. 

Many  of  the  districts  are  levying  taxes  so  as  to  keep  their  schools  open 
eiffht  or  ten  months,  instead  of  five,  the  minimum  number  of  months  re- 
quired  by  law.  Some  are  building  new  and  better  houses,  and  Mehoopany 
township  is  furnishing  her  new  houses  with  patent  furniture. 

Obstacles  in  the  tvay  of  Improvement. — Many  of  the  districts  require  the 
teacher  to  "board  round,"  which  antiquated  system  affords  less  opportuni- 
ties for  study  and  improvement,  so  much  needed,  especially  by  young 
teachers,  of  whom  our  county  has  a  large  share.  Irregular  attendance  is 
another  difficulty  that  meets  our  teachers.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  prevails 
to  as  great  an  extent  in  many  other  counties  ;  but  that  does  not  help  our 
case  or  make  the  result  any  the  less  serious.  In  some  instances  children 
are  kept  from  school  to  do  work  which  might  be  done  before  school,  after 
school  or  on  Saturdays  ;  and  tardiness  is  also  occasioned,  many  times,  more 
through  carelessness  than  necessity — parents  not  realizing  the  fact  that 
many  of  our  school  terms  are  short,  and  consequently  time  to  the  pupils  is 
precious.  Lack  of  uniformity  of  text-books  is  a  difficulty  which  our  teach- 
ers seem  less  prepared  to  meet  and  with  which  they  find  more  fault  than 
any  other.  In  circulars,  which  I  published  and  used  in  visiting  schools 
during  the  last  term,  I  called  the  attention  of  parents  to  the  importance  of 
prompt  and  regular  attendance  at  school,  and  that  of  directors  to  their  duty 
of  establishing  a  uniformity  of  text-bookf. 
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While  I  desire  to  commend  many  of  our  school  directors  for  care  mani- 
fested in  selecting  teachers,  yet  too  many  change  teachers  every  term  of 
three  or  four  months  ;  and  here  I  am  reminded  that  our  school  term  is,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  districts,  divided  into  two  terms,  consisting  of  a 
short  summer  and  a  short  winter  term,  the  summer  term  opening  about  the 
first  of  May  or  June,  and  the  winter  term  about  the  first  of  December.  It 
occurs  to  me  that  it  would  be  far  better  to  have  but  one  continuous  term  dur- 
ing the  school  year,  and  that  this  should  open  about  the  first  of  September 
or  October,  and  continue  eight  or  nine  months.  In  speaking  of  teachers, 
I  must  protest  against  the  willingness,  on  the  part  of  directors  and  patrons 
of  schools,  to  intrust  the  training  of  their  children  to  the  hands  of  young 
and  inexperienced  teachers,  being  usually  governed  more  by  the  amount  of 
wages  to  be  paid  than  by  the  qualifications  of  the  teacher. 

I  am  constrained  to  repeat  what  I  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  that  I 
agree  with  many  of  the  other  Superintendents,  in  thinking  that  a  school 
board  should  consist  of  three  members  instead  of  six,  and  that  they  should 
be  compensated  for  their  se rvices. 

Examinations. — I  have  held  twent3T-five  public  examinations  ;  granted 
two  hundred  and  sixty-four  certificates  and  rejected  eighty-three — fifteen 
more  than  were  rejected  last  year  and  forty  more  than  were  rejected  the 
year  before  last — out  of  about  the  same  number  of  applicants.  I  retained 
the  written  method  of  examination  in  most  of  the  branches,  giving  each 
member  the  same  or  nearly  the  same  set  of  questions  in  the  same  branch 
for  the  same  length  of  time — used  printed  questions. 

Visitations. — In  visiting  schools,  I  endeavored  to  encourage  teachers,  in- 
duce the  pupils  to  be  prompt  and  regular  in  attendance,  and  in  order  to 
avoid  criticising  a  teacher  before  the  school,  used  the  same  rules  that  I 
have  used  for  the  last  two  years,  having  them  printed  in  tract  form  and  leav- 
ing a  copy  with  the  teacher,  after  underscoring,  so  as  to  attract  attention  to 
the  rules  I  thought  violated. 

The  County  Institute  convened  at  Factoryville,  December  28,  and  was 
well  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  citizens.  All  the  previous  insti- 
tutes were  held  at  the  county  seat.  In  departing  from  a  long  established 
precedent,  I  deem  it  proper  to  give  some  reasons  for  so  doing.  Observa- 
tions in  this  and  adjacent  counties  fully  convinced  me  that  the  largest  at- 
tendance of  teachers  and  citizens,  and  the  highest  degree  of  interest  on  the 
part  of  teachers  and  spectators  cannot  always  be  obtained  by  holding  these 
annual  gatherings  in  the  same  town  and  community,  and  further,  we  were 
invited  by  the  citizens  of  Factoryville  to  meet  there  and  be  their  guests. 
Every  teacher,  so  far  as  I  know,  was  entertained  free  of  charge,  and  the 
courtesy  and  hospitality  extended  to  us  there  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by 
any  member  of  the  institute.     One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  names  were 
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enrolled,  which  was  an  increase  of  fifteen  over  last  year,  and  65  over  1872, 
and  the  average  attendance  was  tar  bettor  than  that  of  any  previous  year. 
1  was  assisted  principally,  during  the  day,  by  Rev.  J.  II.  Harris,  Dr.  W. 
J.  M'Causland  and  Rev.  II.  I).  Walker,  and  among  the  lecturers  and  in- 
structors who  rendered  valuable  aid  were  Revs.  R.  R.  Tower,  A.  J. 
Furman,  W.  C.  Tilden  and  Prof!  W.  A.  Campbell.  The  interest  mani- 
fested and  assistance  given  by  Win.  Belcher,  Prof.  T.  S.  Briggs;  J  R.  Ma- 
hon,  C.  M.  Lee,  Nat  S.  Davis,  F.  D.  Brewster,  Dr.  Brundage,  A.  B.  Fitch, 
W.  A.  Capwell  and  I.  T  Tillingliast  were  of  too  much  value  to  pass  un- 
noticed. 

I  am  glad  to  state  that  many  oif  our  teachers  are  well  qualified,  morally 
and  intellectually,  and  have  labored  faithfully  and  conscientiously  in  the 
school  room  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  cause  in  which  they  have 
engaged.  The  opportunities  for  improvement,  held  out  by  the  Keystone 
and  Monroe  accademies,  have  been  embraced  by  some  and  with  very  satis- 
factory results,  and  the  growing  popularity  of  these  two  institutions  speak 
well  for  them  and  recommend  them  to  teachers  and  students. 

Directors,  your  duties  are  numerous  and  grave.  You  are  the  immediate 
guardians  of  the  schools  and  educational  interests  of  the  county.  In  you 
is  vested  all  the  controlling  authority.  Such  being  the  fact,  my  sugges- 
tions, in  local  matters  are  addressed  to  you,  hoping  that  you  will  give 
them  due  attention  and  labor  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  our  schools. 

Concluding  Remarks. — In  resigning  my  responsibilities  allow  me  to  say 
that  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty  without  fear  or  favor;  let  failures 
be  attributed  to  the  head  rather  than  to  the  heart.  This  progressive  age 
demands  a  higher,  nobler,  broader  education  than  the  schools  of  our  boy- 
hood afforded,  and  this  can  only  be  assured  through  the  agency  of  live 
sohools  taught  by  lice  teacher*,  and  supported  by  the  agency  and  liberality 
of  a  live  people. 

During  the  three  years  which  I  have  been  in  office,  I  have  devoted  my 
time  and  energy  to  its  duties,  and  to  me  it  is  some  satisfaction  to  know 
that  my  services  have  not  been  unappreciated  by  the  teachers  and  directors 
of  Wyoming  county,  and  although  no  great  revolution  has  been  wrought  in  its 
school  affairs,  I  feel  confident  that  we  have  taken  no  step  backward.  On  the 
contrary,  slowly  and  steadily  we  have  been  keeping  pace  with  other  coun- 
ties, other  States  and  other  countries,  in  the  things  which  pertain  to  the 
prosperity  of  our  schools.  I  will  ever  hold  in  grateful  remembrance  the 
very  many  acts  of  kindness  and  hospitality  I  have  received  at  the  hands  of 
directors,  teachers  and  citizens,  during  my  three  years  of  labor  among 
them  ;  and  to  them,  to  the  editors  of  the  count3r  papers  and  officers  of  the 
School  Department  I  hereby  tender  my  unfeigned  thanks. 
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Great  bodies  move  slowly  ;  so  do  great  causes.  The  cause  of  general 
education,  therefore,  is  bound  up  in  the  law  of  slow  and  steady  progress. 
The  demand  for  better  educational  facilities,  however,  is  steadily  increas- 
ing, and  with  it  the  supply.  Were  it  not  for  the  stern  conservatism  of  the 
masses,  improvements  might  be  introduced  more  rapidly,  but  this  opposes 
change.  What  was  good  enough  for  the  past,  in  their  opinion,  must  suf- 
fice for  the  present.  Hence  old  houses  must  "shift"  as  long  as  they  can  be 
made  to  afford  shelter.  Old  furniture,  too,  must  be  retained,  or  new  like  it 
built.  The  utmost  vigilance  fails,  sometimes,  to  prevent  the  erection  of 
unsuitable  houses  or  the  furnishing  of  them  with  unsuitable  furniture. 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  require  the  plans  for  the  building  and  furnishing  of 
school  houses  to  be  examined  by  some  one  well  acquainted  with  modern 
school  architecture,  before  such  buildings  are  erected. 

During  the  year  one  new  house  was  built  in  Carroll,  one  in  Fawn,  two  in 
Heidelberg,  two  in  Lower  Windsor,  two  in  Springfield,  one  in  West  Man- 
chester and  three  in  Spring  Garden.  Most  of  these  houses  were  well  built 
and  well  furnished.  Spring  Garden  has  the  best  built  and  best  furnished 
school  houses  in  the  county.  Fairview  ranks  next.  We  hail  the  day  when 
the  hand  of  decay  and  generous  Pluto  shall  have  leveled  all  the  sheds  of 
antiquity,  and  we  shall  have  "first  class"  school  houses  in  every  district 
of  the  county. 

To  defer  the  building  of  suitable  school  houses  "until  the  district  shall 
be  better  able  to  build,"  and  to  build  inferior  houses,  are,  in  almost  all  cases, 
evidences  of  the  most  short-sighted  economy.  Why  should  any  one  refuse 
to  aid  in  furnishing  better  educational  facilities  where  needed,  when  it  is 
evident  on  every  hand  that  the  education  of  the  masses  is  the  greatest  fac- 
tor of  the  wealth  of  a  people  ?  To  wait  is  but  to  surrender.  In  the  race 
of  life,  only  he  who  runs  may  win  ;  he  who  steps  aside  to  let  his  neighbor 
pass,  will  certainly  not.  He  may  then  sit,  like  envious  Juno,  brooding- 
over  his  neighbor's  success  ;  but  it  will  not  improve  his  condition  nor  aid 
him  in  winning  the  prize.  As  the  improvement  of  school  houses  and  fur- 
niture constitutes  the  first  step  in  the  race  for  educational  prizes,  we  would 
urge  all  directors  who  are  waiting  for  a  more  convenient  season  to  make 
this  step,  to  wait  no  longer. 

With  better  houses,  we  may  expect  to  get  better  teaching.  No  one  can 
teach  a  very  good  school  in  a  very  poor  house  ;  good  teachers  are  averse 
to  having  a  failure  on  their  record,  therefore,  it  is  seldom  that  good  teach- 
ers will  consent  to  take  charge  of  schools 'in  dilapidated  houses.  Let  the 
door  of  possible  success  be  opened  to  teachers,  and  they  will  be  induced  to 
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prepare  themselves  better  for  their  work.  Higher  salaries  and  longer  terms 
will  then  come  apace. 

The  county  very  much  needs  better  local  supervision.  Several  districts 
have  local  superintendents.  These  make  vastly  more  progress  than  some 
others  in  which  the  teachers'  work  passes  without  inspection.  Where  the 
employer  does  not  concern  himself  enough  about  the  work  to  look  after  it, 
the  employee  general^  concerns  himself  but  little  more  about  it. 

The  district  institute  is  still  kept  up  in  a  number  of  the  districts,  but 
this  number  is  by  no  means  as  large  as  it  should  be.  Every  teacher,  espe- 
cially every  inexperienced  teacher,  should  not  only  have  an  opportunity  to 
attend,  but,  if  necessary,  be  compelled  to  attend  a  district  institute.  Few, 
if  any,  teachers  who  habitually  fail  to  attend  institutes  ever  rise  to  any 
distinction  in  the  profession. 

The  County  Institute  serves  its  purpose  better  year  after  year.  The  en- 
rolled membership  of  the  last  was  the  largest  ever  reached.  Instructions 
were  given  and  leotures  delivered  by  Rev.  Thos.  K.  Beecher,  D.  B.,  of  El- 
mira;  Hon.  B.  G.  Northrop,  LL.  B.,  of  Connecticut ;  Rev.  Thomas  Guard, 
B.  B.,  of  Baltimore;  Rev.  A.  A.  Willitts,  B.  B.,  of  Philadelphia;  Mrs.  Anna 
Randall  Biehl,  of  New  York ;  Miss  M.  E.  Bradley,  of  Cumberland  Valley 
State  Normal  school,  and  others. 

The  summary  of  my  official  work  for  the  year  shows  the  following  :  53 
public  examinations  held  ;  461  applicants  examined;  341  provisional  and 
4  professional  certificates  granted  ;  296  schools  visited  ;  56  educational  meet- 
ings attended  ;  227  days  spent  in  official  duties;  more  than  2,400  miles  trav- 
eled in  official  work,  and  455  official  letters  written. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  again  tendering  my  thanks  to  the  press, 
directors,  teachers  and  patrons  of  the  county,  and  the  School  Bepartment 
of  the  State,  for  their  generous  support  and  hearty  co-operation. 
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Number  and  Classification  of  Schools. 

The  whole  number  of  public  day  schools  in  our  city,  based,  theoretically, 
on  the  allotment  of  an  average  daily  attendance  of  fifty  primary,  forty-five 
medium  and  thirty -five  grammar  pupils  respectively,  to  each  female  teacher 
in  the  various  departments,  is  one  hundred  and  seventy.  Eighty-four  of 
these  are  primary  schools,  with  an  average  monthly  enrolment  for  the  past 
.year  of  fifty-three  hundred  and  eleven  pupils,  and  an  average  daily  attend- 
ance of  forty-four  hundred  and  forty-seven.  The  average  age  of  the  pupils 
in  this  department  is  seven  and  nine-tenth  years,  and  the  average  daily  at- 
tendance to  each  female  teacher  was  fifty-three.  In  the  medium  department 
there  were  forty-three  schools,  with  an  average  monthly  enrolment  of  nine- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-five  pupils,  and  an  average  daily  attendance  of 
sixteen  hundred  and  forty-five.  The  average  age  of  the  pupils  in  this  de- 
partment was  ten  and  one-third  years,  and  the  average  daily  attendance  to 
each  female  teacher  was  thirty-eight.  In  the  grammar  department  there 
were  thirty-five  schools,  with  an  average  monthly  enrolment  of  thirteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  pupils,  and  an  average  daily  attendance  of  eleven 
hundred  and  forty-nine.  The  average  age  of  the  pupils  in  this  department 
was  twelve  and  three-fifth  years,  and  the  average  daily  attendance  to  each 
female  teacher  was  thirty-three.  In  the  high  school  department  there  were 
eight  schools,  with  an  average  monthly  enrolment  of  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  pupils,  and  an  average  daily  attendance  of  two  hundred  and  nineteen. 
The  average  age  of  the  pupils  in  this  department  was  fourteen  and  four-fifth 
years,  and  the  average  daily  attendance  to  each  female  teacher  was  twenty- 
seven. 
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The  whole  number  of  pupils  admitted  into  all  the  departments  was  eleven 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-one.  The  average  monthly  enrolment 
was  eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  and  the  average  daily  atten- 
dance Avas  seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty.  The  average  number 
of  pupils  in  all  the  departments  that  attended  school  every  day  during 
each  month  was  twenty-eight  hundred  and  fifty-three,  and  the  average 
number  that  attended  the  schools  of  other  wards  or  precincts  than  those  in 
which  they  lived  was  four  hundred  and  seventy-three.  The  average  num- 
ber that  took  lessons  in  vocal  music  was  seven  thousand  four  hundred  and 
sixty.  The  average  number  that  wrote  on  paper  with  the  pen  was  four 
thousand  and  sixty-one,  and  the  average  number  that  were  taught  drawing 
with  the  use  of  books  was  six  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  not  over  one- 
seventh  of  the  number  that  should  have  taken  daily  lessons  in  this  useful  art.. 

Revised  Course  of  Instruction. — Shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  revised 
course  of  instruction,  some  of  the  teachers  under  the  direction  of  their 
principals,  commenced  to  shape  their  classes  in  conformity  with  it — others 
being  delayed  by  the  condition  of  their  schools  and  other  circumstances, 
over  which  they  had  no  control,  waited  only  favorable  opportunities  for 
complying  with  it  in  the  practical  instruction  of  their  pupils.  This  being 
the  case,  the  course  of  instruction  as  now  arranged  and  graded  has  been,, 
during  the  past  year  gradually,  and  I  may  safely  say  profitably  introduced 
into  nearly  all  of  our  schools.  Many  of  the  teachers  who  used  it  first,  and 
are  most  familiar  with  it  practically,  have  evinced  the  greatest  satisfaction, 
not  oidy  m  relation  to  its  special  utility  in  each  of  the  schools,  but  also  in 
its  general  adaptation  to  all.  From  my  own  experience  in  visiting  them, 
both  before  and  after  its  introduction,  it  was  evident  from  various  circum- 
stances and  from  various  comparisons  that  it  contained  within  it  the  ele- 
ments of  practical  and  permanent  improvement. 

Some  of  these  elements  have  already  manifested  themselves  in  a  gradual 
reduction  of  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  various  departments  that  were 
positively  out  of  grade,  and  also  in  a  constant  diminution  of  diversity  in 
the  attainments  of  the  pupils  that  belonged  to  the  same  divisions  of  the 
regular  course.  These  are  very  desirable  results,  but  no  more  so  than 
others  which  flow  from  the  same  source.  As  retarding  influences  in  a  less 
or  greater  degree  are  removed  from  the  daily  routine  of  school  duty,  in  an 
equal  ratio  at  least,  is  harmony  of  effort  and  action  intensified,  both  in  ac- 
quiring and  imparting  instruction. 

This  became  very  apparant  not  only  in  special  instances  in  our  schools, 
but  also  in  the  very  commendable  progress  which  all  of  them  made  during 
the  year  that  is  past.  Probably  at  no  time  in  their  history  have  they  made 
greater  attainments  in  the  same  length  of  time  ;  still  they  are  not  beyond 
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improvement  In  relation  to  the  arrangement  and  application  of  some  of  the 
elements  of  instruction  which  are  essential  to  a  higher  degree  of  Buecess. 

Inatituies. — Shortly  after  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  a  teachers' 
local  institute  was  organized  which  convened  regularly  each  quarter  while 
the  schools  were  in  session.  Its  object,  on  the  part  of  those  who  composed 
it,  was  to  create  more  interest  and  enthusiasm  in  the  work  in  which  they 
were  engaged  and  secure,  by  a  mutual  exchange  of  thought  and  sentiment, 
greater  efficiency  in  their  profession. 

With  these  objects  in  view  the  evening  sessions  were  devoted  to  popu- 
lar lectures  and  exercitses  which  pertain  to  the  interests  of  education  in 
general,  while,  for  the  day  sessions,  the  teachers  were  divided  into  clashes 
all  of  which  were  simultaneously  engaged,  in  separate  apartments,  in  in- 
stitute work  appropriate  to  their  duties  in  the  departments  in  which  they 
respectively  labored.  In  this  work,  each  class  seemed  to  take  more  than  or- 
dinary interest  in  the  hearing  and  answering  of,  questions  pertaining  to  the 
methods  of  instruction  that  were  suggested,  and  other  practical  questions 
and  subjects  which  were  brought  before  them  for  discussion.  In  these 
exercises  the  principals  of  the  schools  took  very  active  part  in  promoting 
their  interest,  and  with  a  regular  and  general  attendance  of  the  teachers 
the  institute  cannot  fail  to  be  a  very  valuable  auxiliary  in  promoting  tbeir 
educational  interests,  and  through  them  a  similar  interest  in  all  of  the 
pupils  that  are  committed  to  their  care. 

Annual  Institute.- — Our  Teachers'  Annual  Institute  was  held  in  Allegheny 
City  in  connection  with  that  of  the  County  Institute  on  the  last  three  days 
of  March  and  the  first  two  of  April. 

Examinations  — The  custom  of  holding  annual  public  oral  examina- 
tions still  prevails  in  our  schools,  notwithstanding  the  decline  of  educational 
sentiment  in  some  parts  of  our  country  in  relation  to  their  utility.  Their 
object  should  be  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  pupils,  and  as  far  as 
they  fail  to  meet  this  requirement  so  far  do  they  come  short  of  serving  a 
valuable  purpose.  Whenever  these  occasions  occur  each  pupil  is  anxious 
to  succeed  and  labors  often  to  obtain,  not  so  much  those  elements  of  know- 
ledge which  are  essential  to  permanent  mental  growth,  as  the  names,  tech- 
nicalities and  verbiage  which  will  best  serve  their  purposes  for  the  time. 
They  do  this  not  so  much  from  habit  as  from  the  instincts  of  their  nature 
which  seek  gratification  in  commendation  and  public  applause.  And  in 
preparing  for  these  public  events,  so  that  they  may  realize  their  cherished 
desires  and  anticipations,  the}'  often  have  the  sympathy  of  their  instructors. 

Some  who  have  thorn  under  tuition,  and  who  should  always  arrange  and 
teach  the  elements  of  useful  knowledge  in  the  most  profitable  way,  being 
actuated  to  a  less  or  greater  degree  by  similar  motives,  rather  encourage 
than  restrain  them  from  making  sometimes  a  spurious  and  unprofitable  pre- 
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pa  ration.  And  further,  that  the  pride  of  the  parents,  who  may  be  present 
on  the  eventful  day,  may  not  be  touched  by  the  failure  of  their  children  to 
meet  expectation,  they  often  connive  at  what  is  usually,  at  least  in  a 
measure,  a  fictitious  display.  In  view  of  these  facts  and  others,  which 
have  a  direct  influence  on  the  progress  of  the  pupils,  some  of  our  schools, 
and  we  hope  that  soon  all  may  do  it,  have  adopted  the  plan  of  holding- 
monthly  written  examinations  which  have  been  attended  invariably  with 
good  results.  They  are  conducted  by  placing  in  the  hands  of  all  the  pupils 
of  the  same  grade,  slips  containing  the  same  series  of  questions  and  re- 
quiring answers  in  writing.  This  method  affords  sufhcient  time  for  reflec- 
tion which  is  always  necessary  for  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  questions, 
and  also  time  to  collect  and  apply,  if  they  are  known,  the  proper  principles 
for  their  solution.  It  gives  to  each  the  same  length  of  time,  puts  each 
upon  his  own  resources,  secures  a  more  uniform  system  of  credits  and 
tends  to  accuracy  of  expression  and  neatness  of  work,  providing  their 
papers  are  carefully  and  honestly  reviewed.  Practically,  it  reminds  the 
pupils  that  time  lost  is  difficult  to  regain  and  that  idleness  will  be  followed 
with  disgrace,  that  merit  will  be  rewarded  by  promotion,  that  their  suc- 
cess will  depend  upon  their  diligence  and  that  they  cannot  by  every  effort 
they  can  make  acquire  too  much.  With  these  advantages  and  others  of  a 
similar  nature  in  this  mode  of  examining  classes,  does  not  both  wisdom 
and  justice  dictate  that  they  should  be  adopted  in  all  of  the  schools  ? 

Teachers'  Examinations. — Two  public  examinations  of  teachers  were  held 
in  the  month  of  June,  at  which  there  were  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
applicants.  Another  year's  experience  urges  me  to  repeat  what  I  said  in 
my  last  annual  report,  that  too  much  care  cannot  be  exercised  in  conduct- 
ing the  examination  of  teachers,  that  the  rights  of  the  schools  and  the  pub- 
lic may  be  protected  ;  and  also,  that  the  applicants  may  have  the  full  bene- 
fit of  all  the  professional  skill  and  knowledge  they  possess. 

Drawing. — The  history  of  drawing  in  our  public  schools,  which  dates 
back  but  a  few  years,  has  nut  been  signally  marked  by  any  special  mani- 
festations in  the  way  of  general  advancement.  The  authority  for  having 
it  taught  in  any  of  the  schools  being  vested  in  the  local  boards,  and  each 
being  unequally  impressed  with  its  utility,  did  not  formally  adopt  it  or  re- 
quire lessons  to  be  given  in  it  as  a  necessary  branch  of  instruction.  This 
•diversity  of  sentiment  and  want  of  uniformity  of  effort  and  action  in  hav- 
ing all  the  schools  enjoy  its  advantages,  have  necessarily  limited  it  to  a 
few  of  them,  each  of  which  has  made  very  commendable  progress  in  ac- 
quiring a  knowledge  of  this  very  valuable  art.  Only  eighteen  teachers  out 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty-four,  were  required  to  teach  it,  and  less  than 
one-tenth  of  the  average  daily  attendance  of  pupils  were  required  to  make 
it  a  subject,  of  thought  and  study.     Though  this  was  a  very  small  minority 
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even  of  those  who  were  of  proper  age  and  attainments  to  give  it  their  atten- 
tion, still  they  were  sufficient  in  number  to  test  its  feasibility  as  a  regular 
branch  of  instruction,  and  show  its  value  in  the  study  of  other  branches  as 
well  as  in  the  various  pursuits  and  industries  of  every  day  life.  Its  re- 
quirements being  such  as  to  train  the  eye  to  see  quickly  and  accurately  and 
intellig  ^tly,  and  the  hand  and  the  fingers  to  move  with  precision  and  uni- 
formity ;  the  practical  penmanship  of  those  who  studied  it  was  much  facili- 
tated. Their  advancement  in  acquiring  the  power  of  varied  and  rapid  and 
accurate  movements  of  the  pen,  so  essential  to  proficiency  in  this  art,  was 
not  only  perceptible  but  marked,  in  comparison  with  that  of  those  who 
were  not  in  the  habit  of  using  the  pencil  and  drawing  on  paper.  This  same 
may  be  said  also  in  relation  to  their  advancement  in  the  study  of  local  geog- 
raphy. In  this  study,  there  must  be  much  remembered  of  form  or  little  or 
no  knowledge  will  be  acquired  of  the  topographical  features  or  political 
divisions  of  the  globe.  To  draw  them  is  not  only  the  surest  but  the  quick- 
est way  of  fixing  them  in  the  mind,  as  well  as  the  objective  features  of  all 
other  branches  that  will  admit  of  delineation  of  parts  or  sketching  of  the 
forms  of  the  elements  which  constitute  the  subjects  of  inquiry  or  investiga- 
tion. This  fact  is  conceded  by  every  intelligent  instructor  who  is  familiar 
with  drawing,  and  who  has  practical  experience  in  its  use  for  educational 
purposes.  Hence  the  advantage  of  classes  in  school  which  learn  this  ail, 
over  others  that  omit  it,  or  are  not  required  to  study  it,  in  acquiring  a  know- 
ledge of  the  branches  of  the  regular  course.  And  besides  these  considera- 
tions, which  are  of  no  minor  importance,  we  may  add  the  practical  influence 
or  bearing  that  it  has  on  almost  every  industrial  pursuit.  The  governments 
of  Europe  that  are  foremost  in  educational  enterprise,  as  well  as  the  most 
progressive  and  efficient  school  departments  of  our  own  country,  are  not 
only  free  to  admit  but  affirm  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  directly  and  widely 
practical  studies  for  the  mass  of  the  people.  It  is  an  essential  element  in 
every  department  of  architecture,  in  the  construction  of  every  species  of 
furniture,  in  the  moulding  of  every  variety  of  plastic  articles  of  commerce, 
in  the  manufacture  of  all  the  implements  of  husbandry,  and  in  the  produc- 
tion of  every  class  of  mechanical  contrivances  that  are  of  practical  use. 
Hence  the  necessity  of  recognizing  this  fact,  and  having  all  our  youth  in- 
structed, especially  in  those  elements  of  knowledge  which  lie  at  the  foun- 
dation of  almost  every  industrial  development,  and  may  be  profitably  used 
in  the  daily  pursuit  of  practical  life. 

Visits. — The  aggregate  number  of  visits  which  were  made  to  our  schools 
during  the  past  year  by  their  directors  was  2,004,  and  the  aggregate  num- 
ber which  were  made  by  the  parents  of  the  pupils  was  2,V27,  while  those 
of  the  Superintendent  exceeded  500.     In  touching  upon  this  department 
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of  school  duty  we  touch  upon   a  subject  in  which  every  one  should  be 
deeply  interested,  but  which  has  been  too  much  neglected. 

The  vital  interests  that  are  involved  in  our  free  institutions  of  learning 
demand,  besides  material  facilities  for  the  local  accommodation  of  the  pu- 
pils, and  the  services  of  skillful  and  intelligent  teachers,  the  sympathy  and 
moral  support  of  all  our  citizens.  This  encouragement  is  due  to  them  for 
the  laudable  efforts  which  they  are  constantly  making  to  educate  and  ele- 
vate our  children,  as  well  as  the  protection  which  their  services  are  to  us 
in  the  enjoyment  of  our  rights.  The  spirit  which  they  foster  and  cherish 
not  only  made  us  free,  but  has  given  to  us  both  prestige  and  prominence 
by  raising  us  to  our  present  exalted  condition.  These  considerations  are 
to  us  of  no  minor  importance,  and  ought  to  bring  vividly  to  view  the  obliga- 
tion of  every  parent  and  citizen  not  only  to  sustain,  but  to  render  encour- 
agement to  both  teacher  and  pupil  by  frequently  visiting  the  schools. 
This  is  essential  to  a  high  degree  of  success,  and  the  experience  of  an- 
other year  in  the  performance  of  this  duty  has  given  ample  evidence  of 
the  fact  that  just  as  far  as  they  are  favored  with  them,  in  the  same  ratio, 
other  things  being  equal,  do  they  succeed.  Ilence  the  necessity  of  a  more 
general  interest  in  the  daily  work  of  the  teachers  and  pupils,  and  a  more 
frequent  visitation  of  all  schools. 


ALLENTOWN— R.  K.  Buehrle. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  both  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  instruction  imparted  and  in  the  accommodations  provided,  our 
schools  are  still  improving.  This  is  the  more  gratifying,  since  the  past 
year  was  one  of  unexampled  business  depression  in  our  city.  Yet,  not- 
withstanding the  financial  difficulties  to  be  overcome  were  very  great,  the 
salaries  of  our  teachers  were  not  reduced,  and  the  school  term  was  not 
shortened.  Early  in  the  term  the  board  of  controllers  resolved  to  erect  a  new 
school  house  in  the  first  section,  and  it  now  stands,  completed  and  fur- 
nished in  the  most  approved  style,  ready  for  occupation  next  term.  It  is 
a  two-story  brick  building,  containing  six  fine  large  rooms,  furnished 
throughout  with  single-seated  furniture,  heated  by  steam  and  costing  about 
$18,000.  All  our  wards  are  now  well  provided  with  school  buildings,  and 
it  only  remains  to  supply  them  with  illustrative  apparatus,  and  to  appoint 
none  but  real  live  teachers,  qualified  not  only  morally  and  intellectually, 
but  also  professionally,  for  after  all  true  progress  in  education  depends 
much  more  upon  the  teacher  than  upon  the  school  house. 

Our  course  of  study  remains  unchanged,  and  the  pupils  attending  our 
higher   grades    are  rapidly  increasing  in  numbers.     Our  last  graduating 
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-class  numbered  twenty,  and  the  popular  enthusiasm  manifested  on  com- 
mencement day  far  exceeded  that  of  any  previous  similar  occasion.  The 
attendance  during-  the  last  term  was  much  better  than  in  former  years,  and 
there  is  a  steadily  growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  higher  education.  Our 
high  and  grammar  schools,  strong  in  the  affections  of  the  people,  are  se- 
cure against  all  attacks  in  the  future.  After  several  years'  effort  in  that  di- 
rection, we  have  at  last  succeeded  in  reducing  the  number  of  pupils  in  our 
primary  schools.  The  average  enrolment  in  schools  of  this  grade  during 
the  past  year  was  62,  average  attendance  48.  M}r  opinion  is  that  the 
younger  the  pupil,  the  greater  the  attention  he  requires,  and  therefore  the 
smaller  the  number  that  ought  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  one  teacher 

The  same  instrumentalities  for  the  improvement  of  our  teachers  that 
were  employed  heretofore,  were  continued,  with  this  modification,  that  at- 
tendance at  the  institute  was  optional,  and  the  Superintendent  was  author- 
ized to  call  special  meetings  of  teachers  of  any  grade  whenever  he  de- 
sired, at  which  meetings  attendance  was  obligatory.  The  time  has,  how- 
ever, it  seems,  arrived  when  some  provision  for  the  instruction  of  teachers 
in  cities  ought  to  be  made  by  the  State,  similar  to  that  which  is  made  for 
their  instruction  in  the  county  by  means  of  county  institutes. 

Our  experience  also  suggests  the  following  measures  to  be  secured  by 
legislative  enactments  :  First,  a  census  of  persons  of  school  age  to  be 
taken  under  the  direction  of  the  school  authorities,  in  order  that  reliable 
statistical  information,  indispensable  to  the  framing  of  any  judicious  law 
for  compulsory  education,  might  be  at  the  service  of  our  legislators,  before 
any  attempt  is  made  at  legislating  on  this  subject.  For',  it  should  ever  be 
remembered  that  a  poor,  or  an  impracticable  law  will  but  make  matters 
•worse,  especially  now,  when  the  popular  mind  is  more  or  less  agitated  in 
regard  to  the  whole  question  of  education  by  the  State  ;  and,  again,  that 
no  law  can  be  good  or  practicable  which  does  not  take  into  account  the 
cause  of  the  ignorance  intended  to  be  removed  by  compulsory  education. 
Hence  a  special  census  is  needed,  which  shall  descend  to  particulars,  and 
if  possible,  reveal  the  causes  of  illiteracy  and,  that  this  may  be  done  pro- 
perly, it  should  be  taken  under  the  direction  of  the  local  school  authorities. 
A  census  of  this  kind  would  not  merely  furnish  the  number  but  also  the 
ages  of  those  not  attending  school,  and  the  cause  of  non-attendance, 
whether  want  of  health,  improper  school  accommodations,  poverty,  paren- 
tal indifference,  or  moral  depravity,  also  the  literary  attainments  already 
made,  as  well  as  the  nativity  and  religious  faith  of  those  not  attending 
school.  Without  knowledge  of  this  kind,  it  is  impossible  to  frame  a  judi- 
cious and  beneficial  law  for  compulsory  education. 

Secondly,  and  in  conclusion,  State  aid  for  city,  borough  and  district 
high  schools,  on  condition  of  their  adopting  a  course  of  study  sufficiently 
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advanced  to  admit  their  graduates  to  any  college  in  the  State,  and  a  Nor- 
mal school  course  for  their  female  high  schools.  A  law  of  this  kind  would. 
no  doubt  call  into  existence  many  sadly  needed  institutions  of  this  class,  as 
well  as  strengthen  those  already  established,  and  would  be  the  best  aid 
that  could  be  devised  for  our  Colleges. 


ALTOOXA— D.   S.  Keith. 

During  the  last  year  no  great  degree  of  improvement  has  been  made  ii. 
the  progress  of  our  schools.  Xo  radical  changes  have  been  made.  Tak- 
ing charge  of  the  superintendency  late  in  the  fall,  the  plans  adopted  at  the 
beginning  of  the  term  have  been  followed  as  closely  as  possible. 

Buildings. — X'o  new  buildings  have  been  erected  since  the  last  report. 
"We  should  have  five  or  six  more  rooms.  As  many  as  eighty  and  eighty- 
five  pupils  have  been  crowded  into  some  of  the  primary  rooms.  During 
the  present  summer  vacation,  the  Sixth  ward  building  will  be  enlarged  so 
as  to  contain  two  more  rooms. 

These  additional  rooms  will  relieve  the  crowding  to  some  extent  in  this 
part  of  the  city.  Owing  to  the  rapid  increase  of  population  and  our  finan- 
cial condition,  it  is  difficult  to  erect  school  buildings  sufficient  to  keep  pace 
with  the  demand. 

Furniture  and  'Apparatus. — The  furniture  in  several  of  the  old  school 
houses  is  injurious.  Good  furniture  adds  a  great  deal  to  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  both  teacher  and  pupils.  I  hope  these  houses  will  be  sup- 
plied with  the  requisite  furniture  as  soon  as  possible.  In  some  of  the  pri- 
mary rooms  the  seats  are  too  high  for  the  pupils. 

Very  little  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year  in  supplying  the 
schools  with  necessary  apparatus.  All  the  rooms  contain  blackboards,  and 
nearly  all  that  require  outline  maps  are  supplied  with  them.  The  black- 
boards, however,  in  some  of  the  rooms  are  entirely  too  small.  The  high 
school  is  very  much  in  want  of  philosophical  apparatus. 

Night  Schools. — Late  in  the  fall  two  night  schools  were  established  and 
kept  open  about  five  months,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  boys  who  are 
obliged  to  work  during  the  day,  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  the  rudiments 
of  a  common  school  education.  The  school  in  the  Fourth  ward  was  not  so 
well  attended,  but  the  one  in  the  Third  ward  was  very  well  attended,  and 
the  interest  manifested  by  the  pupils  showed  that  they  were  anxious  to  re- 
ceive an  education. 

Institutes. — The  district  institutes  were  well  attended.  The  exercises 
consisted  of  theory  of  teaching,  discussion  of  questions  pertaining  to  teach- 
ing and  subjects  which  give  general  culture.     Most  of  the  teachers  exhib- 
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ited  considerable  interest  in  these  meetings  ;  a  few,  however,  were  indif- 
ferent and  seemed  to  have  no  desire  to  improve.  These  meetings,  if  con- 
ducted properly,  must  be  a  benefit  to  teachers.  Teachers  need  prepara- 
tion. Too  many  of  them  do  not  understand  the  groundwork  of  teaching. 
Too  much  of  the  teaching  is  superficial  and  mechanical.  The  quality  of 
teaching  should  be  considered.  A  term  of  nine  months  taught  by  a  good 
teacher,  is  better  than  a  term  of  ten  or  eleven  months  taught  by  an  inferior 
teacher. 

The  annual  institute  was  held  in  February  and  was  attended  by  all  the 
teachers,  the  directors  and  many  citizens.  Instruction  in  the  common 
school  branches,  lectures,  essays  and  an  evening  entertainment  were  among" 
the  principal  exercises.  Deputy  State  Superintendents  Houck  and  Curry 
gave  valuable  assistance.  Rev.  0.  T.  Steck  rendered  some  choice  read- 
ings in  a  masterly  style.  And  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer  and  Rev.  Codville  each 
favored  the  institute  with  an  address. 

Unless  the  annual  institute  be  conducted  on  a  different  plan,  financially, 
we  will  be  obliged  to  unite  with  the  county  institute. 

Teachers. — Some  of  our  teachers  are  energetic  and  progressive.  Some 
have  attended  Normal  Schools  and  have  made  an  effort  to  prepare  them- 
selves for  their  work.  Some  have  made  special  preparation  while  teaching, 
taking  advantage  of  every  means  to  qualify  themselves,  and  stand  high  as 
teachers.  But  we  have  a  number  who  are  too  indifferent  to  meet  with 
success. 

Teachers  would  often  succeed  much  better  if  they  would  not  allow  them- 
selves to  be  subordinate  to  outside  influences.  Good,  honest,  conscien- 
tious teachers  can  often  do  much  to  educate  public  sentiment. 

Salaries. — I  am  glad  to  state  that  the  school  directors  have  determined 
to  grade  the  salaries  of  teachers  according  to  their  scholastic  attainments 
and  success  in  teaching.  It  is  very  unjust  that  teachers  who  are  inferior 
in  their  qualifications  and  make  little  or  no  improvement,  should  be  paid  as 
much  as  those  who.  are  qualified,  work  earnestly  and  meet  with  success.  I 
am  sorry  that  our  good  teachers  do  not  receive  higher  salaries.  In  order 
to  bring  our  schools  up  to  a  high  standard  better  salaries  must  be  paid. 

Course  of  Study. — Our  course  of  study  is  not  well  adapted  to  the  differ- 
ent grades.  This  subject  is  now  under  consideration,  and  either  the  pres- 
ent course  will  be  modified  or  a  new  one  adopted.  The  new  or  modified 
course  should  make  provision  for  regular  instruction  in  drawing.  We  are, 
to  a  great  extent,  a  manufacturing  people  ;  and  the  children  of  the  public 
schools  ought  to  receive  training  which  will  fit  them  for  the  performance 
of  our  industries.  This  subject  ought  to  receive  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  school  authorities,  and  our  teachers  should  be  required  to  make  pre- 
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paration  to  impart  instruction  in  this  branch.     Regular  and  appropriate  in- 
struction in  language  should  be  given  through  all  the  grades. 

The  high  school  has  no  regular  course  of  study.  This  ought  to  receive 
attention  at  once.  I  fear  many  of  our  citizens  do  not  appreciate  the  bene- 
fits of  a  good  high  school.  Every  child  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
receive  a  good  practical  education. 

With  our  present  school  directors,  the  support  of  the  press,  and  the  as- 
sistance of  friends  of  education  we  expect  the  coming  term  to  be  one  of 
great  improvement. 


CARBONDALE— Matthew  G.  Nearv. 

Educational  progress  in  this  city,  for  the  past  year,  has  been  gratifying 
to  its  patrons  and  friends.  Teachers  and  directors  have  shown  much  zeal 
and  decision  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  pertaining  to  their  responsible 
positions.  Teachers  have  nobly  labored  to  qualify  themselves  for  that 
efficiency  which  the  spirit  of  the  times  demands,  and  directors  mindful  of 
the  needs  of  an  increasing  population,  have  put  forth  commendable  endea- 
vors to  furnish  necessary  school  accommodations.  The  erection  of  new 
school  houses,  the  changes  and  additions  to  old  ones,  the  increase  in  some 
instances  of  teacher's  salaries,  and  the  prevailing  sentiment  in  favor  of 
lengthening  the  school  term,  would  seem  to  indicate  a  strong  movement  in 
the  direction  of  progress. 

Two  new  school  houses,  each  containing  two  spacious  and  well  venti- 
lated rooms,  have  been  erected  and  furnished  with  excellent  furniture  during 
the  year.  These  houses  have  been  mentioned  in  my  last  report — the  one, 
situate  in  the  Second  ward,  as  then  finished  and  occupied,  and  the  other, 
in  the  Fourth  ward,  as  being  in  the  process  of  erection.  A  one-story  frame 
house  which  was  built  about  four  years  ago,  and  subsequently  enlarged, 
is  now  being  changed  to  a  respectable  looking  building  of  two  stories  in 
height,  each  furnishing  two  rooms. 

Other  improvements  in  school  accommodations  are  needed.  An  addition 
of  two  rooms  to  a  building  in  the  Fourth  ward,  which  building  had  been 
erected  in  1869,  is  under  contract,  and  is  to  be  finished  before  next  winter. 
Still  the  demand  is  for  more  schools  and  other  changes.  The  citizens  of 
the  Third  ward  very  reasonably  look  for  the  erection  of  a  primary  school 
amongst  them  that  would  save  their  younger  children  the  inconvenience  of 
having  to  travel,  in  the  winter,  over  a  half  mile  to  the  nearest  school. 
Then  the  primary  room  of"  No.  2  "building  which  has  been  overcrowded 


CARBOXDALE.  171 

for  more  than  a  year,  urgently  requires  enlargement.  And  as  it  is  gener- 
ally admitted  that  better  government  can  bo  assured  by  holding  each 
teacher  responsible  for  the  caro  and  progress  of  the  pupils  under  his  direct 
teachings,  a  few  other  changes  in  our  school  buildings  besides  those  re- 
ferred to,  need  to  be  made. 

If  our  directors  continue  in  sustaining  the  promptness  and  energy  they 
show  at  present,  the  most  serious  hindrance  to  the  success  of  our  schools — 
the  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  houses — will  soon  be  removed.  They 
have  labored  earnestly  and  harmoniously  for  the  improvement  of  the  schools, 
and  if  they  failed  to  agree  in  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  any  measure 
that  would  further  such  end,  it  should  be  attributed  to  an  error  of  judgment, 
and  not  to  any  selfish  or  wrong  motive  on  the  part  of  him  who  withheld  his 
concurrence.  Such  has  been  the  case  in  the  instance  of  a  suggestion  being 
offered  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  school  term  to  the  maximum  num- 
ber of  months  allowed  by  law.  The  directors  will  undoubtedly  agree  when 
they  examine  into  the  present  situation  of  school  management. 

For  the  past  two  3rears  the  term  has  been  eight  months.  During  the 
winter  months  the  use  of  the  school  buildings  had  been  given  to  the  teach 
ers  to  hold  select  or  "pay"  school,  and  fuel  had  been  supplied  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  common  school  fund.  Now,  as  the  law  does  not  permit  any  of 
the  public  school  money  to  be  diverted  from  its  proper  channel,  and  as  the 
common  schools  cannot  be  converted  into  private  or  select  schools  without 
an  infringement  of  the  school  laws,  it  is  eminently  necessary  that  the  school 
board  should  reflect,  yes,  and  act,  before  attempting  any  further  to  practice 
what  the  law  docs  not  sanction. 

S.  S.  Benedict,  Escp,  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  board,  and  presi- 
dent of  the  same  during  a  great  part  of  his  term  of  office,  declined  a  re- 
election. It  is  but  proper  to  state,  in  this  report,  that  as  a  school  director 
he  has  been  efficient  and  conscientious,  ever  ready  to  second  any  progres- 
sive movement  tending  to  make  our  schools  more  effective,  and  always 
courteous  and  conciliatory  when  discussions  arose  among  members  of  the 
board.  As  an  expression  of  regard  and  esteem,  a  set  of  resolutions,  neatly 
engrossed  and  framed,  was  presented  to  him  by  and  in  behalf  of  the  teach- 
ers of  the  public  schools  of  this  city. 

The  school  grounds  still  remain  unfenced,  uneven  in  surface  and  without 
shade  trees.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  board  has  done  a  great  deal  in  fur- 
nishing six  suitable  school  rooms  and  well  deserves  the  warmest  thanks  of 
our  citizens. 

Apparatus,  such  as  maps,  alphabetic  and  reading  cards  have  been  sup- 
plied to  all  the  schools  in  need  of  such  during  the  year.  Globes,  mathe- 
matical blocks  and  other  illustrative  apparatus  are  required  for  the  gram- 
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mar  and  intermediate  departments.     The  views  presented  on  this  subject 
in  a  former  report  are  recommended  to  the  consideration  of  the  board. 

Teachers'  grade  of  certificates  averaged  one  and  nine-tenths,  two-tenths 
lower  than  the  previous  year.  This  was  not  owing  to  any  fall  in  the  stand- 
ing of  teacher?,  but  to  the  Superintendent  having  aimed  to  raise  the  grade 
of  qualifications  in  scholarship  and  school  management  from  year  to  year. 
Their  work  in  the  school  room  during  the  year  has  been  highly  effective 
and  satisfactory,  showing  that  the  exertions  called  forth  at  the  examinations 
have  resulted  in  general  benefit  to  themselves  and  their  pupils. 

The  semi-monthly  institute  was  well  attended.  Sixteen  sessions  were 
held,  and  the  exercises,  conducted  by  teachers  appointed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, were  directed  to  the  acquirement  of  general  culture  and  to  the 
better  understanding  of  the  difficulties  of  school  government.  The  insti- 
tute has  done  much  during  the  past  year  to  give  its  members  a  more  com- 
prehensive view  of  the  responsibility,  as  well  as  the  dignity  of  the  teachers' 
profession,  and  to  occasion  a  desire  and  taste  for  the  reading  of  educational 
works.  The  Pennsylvania  Sclwol  Journal  is  being  taken  by  teachers  and 
directors,  and  has  been  used  as  a  text-book  at  the  institute. 

The  salaries  of  male  teachers  remain  the  same  as  reported  last  year. 
Females  have  received  an  increase  to  their  salaries  of  $3  81  over  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  average  salary  of  males  for  the  year  was  $70  72  ;  for  fe- 
males, $31  66. 

The  enrolment  has  been  slightly  in  excess  of  the  previous  year,  but  the 
percentage  has  been  lower,  owing,  undoubtedly,  to  the  crowded  condition 
of  the  schools. 

Whole  number  of  males  enrolled  during  the  year 864 

Whole  number  of  females  enrolled  during  the  year 945 

Total  enrolment  during  the  year 1 ,809 

Average  monthly  enrolment  of  males   578 

Average  monthly  enrolment  of  females 633 

Total  average  enrolment  for  the  year 1  ,211 

Average  daily  attendance  of  males  during  the  year 475 

Average  daily  attendance  of  females  during  the  year 489 

Total  average  daily  attendance 964 
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Per  cent,  attendance  of  males  during  the  year 83 

Per  cent,  attendance  of  females  during  the  year 80 


Total  per  cent,  of  attendance. 


82 


Receipts  and  Expenditures  during  the  year. 

Receipts  from  all  sources $11 ,467  55 

Expenditures 11 ,492  10 

Liabilities 947  17 


In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  ^thankfulness  to  the  directors  for 
the  attention  given  by  them  to  suggestions  in  former  repoi'ts,  and  for  their 
present  determination  to  supply  schools  suitable  to  the  educational  wants 
of  the  district. 


CHESTER— A.  A.  Header. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  just  closed,  a  majority  of  the  board 
of  directors  quietly  assumed  control  of  the  public  schools,  almost  wholly 
ignoring  their  official  head.  The  writer  of  this  report,  therefore,  disclaims 
all  responsibility  for  school  work  beyond  the  drudgery  incident  to  his 
office. 

The  arrangement  of  the  schools,  buildings  and  classification  have  been 
fully  described  in  former  reports,  and  need  not  be  referred  to  in  this.  Ches- 
ter has  now  thirty-three  teachers,  the  number  having  nearly  doubled  since 
a  Superintendent  was  first  appointed  in  February,  1868.  Then  the  schools 
were  miserably  graded,  now  the  grading  is  very  satisfactory. 

During  each  summer  vacation,  previous  to  the  last,  programmes  of  study 
and  recitation  were  prepared,  copies  put  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers,  who 
closely  followed  them,  the  ensuing  year.  The  workings  of  these  pro- 
grammes were  carefully  watched,  defects  noted,  and  needed  improvements 
made  before  the  work  of  another  year  was  begun.  As  the  result  it  is  be- 
lieved no  schools  in  the  Commonwealth  have  accomplished  more  substan- 
tial work  than  these. 

The  Saturday  institute  was  nearly  a  failure  ;  its  meetings  were  few,  and 
the  interest  in  them  feeble.  The  County  Institute  held  in  Media,  in  No- 
vember, was  well   attended   and  well  conducted.     The  Chester  teachers 
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were  compelled  to  go  by  a  vote  of  the  board,  and  five  dollars  allowed  to 
each  for  the  payment  of  espehses. 

The  High  School  held  its  first  commencement  this  year  June  25,  1875. 
Eight  young  ladies  graduated  on  a  short  course.  Crozer  Theological  Semi- 
nary, the  Pennsylvania  Military  Academy  and  the  Chester  Academy  held 
interesting  closing  exercises  this  year.  But  the  first  public  anniversary  of 
the  Chester  High  school  was  of  much  greater  interest  to  the  parents  and 
citizens  than  either  of  the  first  named.  The  graduates  acquitted  them- 
selves with  credit. 

Various  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  schools  during  the  year, 
among  which  we  may  name  the  following : 

1.  Withdrawing  the  control  of  the  schools  from  the  Superintendent. 

2.  Reducing  the  actual  time  of  study  and  recitation  in  the  higher  grades 
to  less  than  twenty  hours  per  week. 

3.  Setting  aside  the  established  course  of  study  and  programmes  in  the 
middle  of  the  school  year,  by  introducing  a  new  and  more  extended  one,  _ 
which  the  teachers  were  permitted  to  modify  or  vary  from  to  suit  their  own 
convenience. 

4.  Allowing  the  teachers  to  prepare  the  questions,  examine  and  promote 
their  own  pupils  to  higher  grades. 

5.  Abolishing  the  City  Superintendency 

Whether  these  departures  from  the  "  old  and  tried  paths  "  will  prove  of 
practical  utility,  an  observant  and  interested  public  must  decide. 

Thirty-six  years  ago  the  writer,  a  mere  boy,  entered  the  school  room  as 
a  teacher.  More  than  once  has  he  left  the  profession,  and  as  often  come 
back  with  renewed  interest.  The  school  never  grows  old,  but  this  is  not 
true  of  those  who  administer  its  affairs.  The  long  line  of  pupils,  and  the 
memory  of  friends  departed,  remind  us  of  the  gathering  shadows  of  the 
coming  night  when  school  must  be  closed,  and  we  go  home. 
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COLUMBIA.— B.  G.  Ames. 


As  my  election  to  the  office  of  Borough  Superintendent  occurred  during 

the  summer  vacation,  I  can  give  you  no  idea  of  the  progress  made  by  our 
schools  during  the  last  scholastic  year,  except  as  indicated  by  their  pre- 
sent condition.  I  will,  therefore,  confine  mj-  remarks  to  the  present  condi- 
tion of  our  schools  and  my  plans  for  the  future. 

School  Bvdldings. — We  have  two  school  buildings,  one  for  the  white  and 
one  for  the  colored  children.  The  latter  is  an  old  building,  with  low  ceil- 
ing, no  ventilation,  and  really  unfit  for  the  use  to  which  it  is  put.  The 
little  interest  taken  by  the  colored  people  in  education,  the  little  ambition 
they  manifest  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  already  afforded  them 
for  culture  and  improvement,  is  the  alleged  reason  for  not  affording  them 
better  school  accommodations.  Our  people  say,  that  if  they  will  do  noth- 
ing to  help  themselves,  there  is  but  little  use  in  trying  to  help  them.  This 
state  of  things  is  replete  with  perplexities,  but  I  am  not  altogether  without 
hope  for  the  future. 

The  other  building,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  white  schools,  was 
built  in  1863,  and  at  that  time,  I  am  told,  was  the  best  public  school  build- 
ing in  the  State.  It  is  warmed  by  furnaces,  well  ventilated,  and  even  now 
when  good  school  buildings  are  the  order  of  the  da}T,  is  an  honor  to  our 
borough.  On  account  of  the  unexpectedly  rapid  growth  of  our  town, 
however,  it  is  at  present  too  small  to  accommodate  all  the  children,  and  the 
necessity  for  building  one  or  more  new  school  houses,  another  year,  will  be 
imperative. 

Apparatus. — Last  year  a  very  good  geographical  and  philosophical  appa- 
ratus was  procured,  well  selected,  and  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes. 

Library. — The  library  consists  of  about  sixteen  hundred  volumes,  in  the 
main,  well  chosen,  and  is  an  invaluable  auxiliary  to  our  schools.  Diction- 
aries, encyclopaedias  and  other  books  for  reference,  are  found  in  it,  which 
are  in  daily  use  in  our  schools. 

Schools. — We  have  at  present,  eighteen  schools — sixteen  white  and  two 
colored — with  an  equal  number  of  teachers.  At  the  opening  of  the  schools 
on  the  6th  of  September,  it  was  found  that  the  primary  department  was  too 
crowded,  and  the  directors  immediately  ordered  the  furnishing  of  another 
room — the  last  unoccupied  room  in  the  building — elected  a  teacher,  and 
another  school  will  be  organized  in  a  few  days. 

Pupils. — At  the  opening  of  tne  schools,  we  enrolled  887  pupils  ;  but  the 
number  has  increased  to  1,015.  There  are  besides,  two  parochial  schools 
sustained  by  the  Catholics,  numbering  from  three  to  four  hundred  pupils. 
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I  think  that  most  of  those,  who  have  heretofore  patronized  private  schools, 
arc  now  sending  their  children  to  the  public  schools,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  the  experiment  will  prove  so  satisfactory,  that  hereafter  we  can  rely 
upon  their  support. 

It  seems  to  me  unfortunate,  that  the  law  requires  no  census  of  the  chil- 
dren of  lawful  age  to  attend  the  public  schools,  to  be  taken,  thereby  leav- 
ing us  with  no  means  of  determining  the  number  of  children  that  are  at- 
tending no  school  whatever,  and  are,  therefore,  growing  up  to  fill  our  jails 
and  almshouses,  and  so  burden  the  people  with  taxation. 

Grading.- 1  found  the  schools  in  a  most  excellent  state  of  discipline,  but 
affording  evidence  that  very  little  attention  had  been  paid  to  systematic 
grading.  There  were  five  departments  :  Primary,  Secondary,  Intermediate, 
•Grammar  and  High  school.  The  Secondary  and  Intermediate  departments 
I  have  consolidated,  so  that  now  I  have  but  four.  Promotions  were  made 
from  one  room  to  another  in  regular  succession  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest.  I  have  made  the  Primary,  Intermediate  and  Grammar  school  de 
partments,  to  consist  of  two  divisions  each,  and  shall  promote  by  divisions 
annually,  upon  a  rigid  examination  of  all  the  pupils.  I  shall  also  prepare 
a  curriculum  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  the  teachers  may  see  their  work 
before  them,  and  know  how  much  they  are  expected  to  accomplish  in  a 
given  time. 

Directors. — We  have  an  intelligent  board  of  directors,  fully  alive,  I  be- 
lieve, to  the  importance  of  popular  education  to  the  future  prosperity  of 
the  community.  They  fully  comprehend  that  it  is  only  through  the  public 
schools,  open  and  free  to  all,  that  the  masses  can  be  reached  by  the  health- 
ful and  purifying  influence  of  education,  and  they  are  disposed  to  -give  to 
them  a  generous  and  liberal  support. 

The  People. — The  people  of  Columbia  have  received  myself  and  family 
very  kindly,  and  have  manifested  a  disposition  to  give  to  me,  as  the  Super- 
intendent of  their  public  schools,  a  very  cordial  support.  During  our  so- 
journ among  them  we  anticipate  much  pleasure  both  from  our  associations 
and  a  consciousness  of  usefulness. 
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CORRY— V.  G.  Curtis. 


While  we  think  we  have  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  a  marked 
-improvement  in  methods  of  instruction  and  course  of  study,  on  a  greater 
regularity  of  attendance  on  the  part  of  pupils,  and  an  increased  interest 
among  our  patrons  in  mattei's  pertaining  to  popular  education,  yet  we  are 
mindful  of  the  fact  that  our  work  is  progressive,  and  fully  realize  how  much 
remains  to  be  done  before  our  schools  shall  reach  their  highest  efficiency. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  our  aspiring  city  has  neither  permanent  wealth 
nor  extensive  manufacturing  interests  to  sustain  the  sudden  growth  and 
unexampled  prosperity  which  fell  to  its  lot  during  the  first  few  years  of  the 
"  great  oil  excitement, "  the  general  stagnation  of  business,  and  consequent 
financial  depression,  have  been  so  deeply  felt  by  our  taxpayers  that  we  can 
hardly  expect  to  be  furnished  with  all  the  facilities  for  instruction  that  are 
to  be  found  in  older  and  wealthier  towns.  We  have,  however,  as  monu- 
ments of  former  prosperity,  two  elegant  and  commodious  brick  structures 
furnished  in  the  most  approved  style,  capable  of  accommodating  from  five 
to  seven  hundred  of  our  pupils  ;  while  five  of  our  primary  schools  are  still 
obliged  to  occupy  shabby  wooden  buildings,  which  are  far  from  attractive 
in  their  surroundings  or  appointments. 

Our  directors  are  men  of  business  enterprise  and  generous  public  spirit, 
In  the  main ;  but  with  a  heavy  debt,  previously  incurred  for  building  pur- 
poses, staring  them  in  the  face,  and  with  quite  a  large  number  of  grumbling 
ta:>  payers  raising  the  hue  and  cry  of  retrenchment  about  their  ears,  they 
are  extremely  cautious  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  The  meagre 
salaries  paid  to  teachers  in  the  lower  grades  prevent  our  availing  ourselves 
of  the  services  of  a  full  corps  of  professionally  trained  or  widely  experi- 
enced teachers ;  but  the  zealous  enthusiasm  of  the  younger  teachers,  their 
earnest  desire  to  acquire  the  most  approved  methods  and  to  secure  the  best 
discipline,  together  with  the  conscientious  fidelity  of  the  more  experienced, 
have  enabled  us  to  make  a  commendable  degree  of  progress,  in  spite  of  the 
difficulties  we  have  had  to  encounter. 

When  I  assumed  charge  of  the  schools  of  this  city,  my  first  efforts  were 
directed  to  an  improvement  in  the  methods  of  primary  instruction.  The 
A.  B  C  method  of  teaching  reading  was  in  vogue  in  most  of  the  primary 
schools  ;  elementary  arithmetics  were  in  the  hands  of  mere  infants,  from 
which  books  no  possible  benefit  could  arise,  except  to  the  publishers,  and 
which  were  a  positive  detriment  to  the  children  ;  primary  spellers  and  pri- 
mary grammars  were  also  in  use,  and  but  little  oral  instruction  was  given 
in  the  lower  grades.  These  books  were  discarded  as  soon  as  possible  ;  the 
12  School  Rep. 
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word  method  of  teaching  reading  was  introduced  ;  lessons  in  numbers  ob- 
jectively taught ;  oral  lessons  in  language  and  composition,  and  such  other 
object  lessons  as  were  practicable,  were  immediately  introduced  ;  penman- 
ship was  commenced  in  the  first  year  of  the  course,  and  systematic  instruc- 
tion in  music  required  to  be  given  in  every  grade. 

Being  obliged  to  spend  a  portion  of  my  time  with  classes  from  the  High 
School,  I  was  not  able  to  give  that  attention  to  the  -details  of  primary  in- 
struction which  its  importance  demands,  but,  by  a  series  of  meetings  of 
the  teachers  of  similar  grades,  in  which  improved  methods  were  discussed 
and  illustrated,  I  managed  to  secure  results  which  were  very  satisfactory. 

Our  High  School,  under  the  able  management  of  Miss  G.  M.  Kent,  has 
not  only  admirably  sustained  its  former  reputation,  but  has  constantly  added 
to  its  popularity,  as  is  abundantly  testified  by  the  great  accession  to  its- 
number  of  students. 

The  last  class,  which  graduated  in  June,  was  composed  of  nine  young 
men  and  women  of  mature  and  well-balanced  minds,  and  their  graduating 
exercises,  held  at  the  Opera  House,  excited  a  high  degree  of  public  interest,, 
and  served  as  a  powerful  incentive  for  our  students  to  complete  the  pre- 
scribed course,  and  strive  earnestly  for  the  same  honors. 

During  the  coming  year  we  propose  to  introduce  the  free-hand  system 
of  industrial  drawing,  which  branch  we  have  heretofore  been  obliged  to 
neglect  on  account  of  the  numerous  other  things  that  needed  immediate 
attention.  A  special  teacher  has  been  engaged  to  instruct  the  teachers  and 
supervise  their  work,  and  to  give  the  instruction  to  the  students  in  the  high 
school. 

While  these  labors  are  not  expected  to  bear  fruit  in  the  immediate  present, 
we  are  encouraged  by  the  possible  achievement  of  good  results  in  the 
future.  Strengthened  and  stimulated  by  our  past  experience,  we  hope  to 
keep  pace  in  the  march  of  intellectual  progress  for  which  the  age  is  distin- 
guished, and  secure  for  our  schools  a  high  degree  of  usefulness  and  excel- 
lence. 
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Our  educational  achievements  during  the  year  that  has  just  terminated  are 
certainly  encouraging.  Whilst  we  recognize  nothing,  by  way  of  results, 
that  would  provoke  a  spirit  of  exultation,  we  nevertheless  discern  the  evi- 
dences of  assured  progress.  The  status  of  our  schools  is  good.  The  vi- 
tality apparent  in  all  the  departments  is  indicative  of  healthiness.  We 
congratulate  ourselves  on  what  has  really  been  accomplished,  but  deplore 
the  damaging  effect  of  extraneous  influences  that  stifle  effort,  and  every- 
where mar  the  school  interests  of  a  community. 
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The  school  system ,  in  its  general  aspect,  remains  unchanged.  Several 
schools  of  approximate  grade  have  been  consolidated  so  as  to  economize 
the  teaching  force  and  facilitate  a  proper  distribution  of  pupils.  The 
change  in  this  respect  has  been  promotive  of  good  results.  By  it,  not  only 
a  better,  but  a  more  equitable  classification  of  pupils  has  been  reached,  and 
the  instruction  condensed  and  rendered  more  effective,  whilst  the  obstacles 
tfiat  lay  in  the  way  of  inter-sessional  promotion  have  been  removed,  and  foil 
scope  given  to  ambitious  pupils  for  rapid  and  successful  advancement. 

The  following  synopsis  furnishes  an  exhibit  of  the  general  features  of 
gradation  embodied  in  our  school  system  : 

High  School. — Male  department,  four  divisions  ;  female  department, 
four  divisions. 

Grammar  Schools. — Male  department,  three  divisions  ;  female  depart- 
ment, three  divisions.  \ 

Secondary  Department. — Grade  No.  1,  male  ;  grade  No.  2,  male;  grade 
No.  3,  male.  Grade  No.  1,  female  ;  grade  No.  2,  female  ;  grade  No.  3, 
female. 

Primary  Department. — Grade  No.  1,  male  and  female;  grade  No.  2, 
male  and  female  ;  grade  No.  3,  male  and  female. 

The  High  School  is  the  great  motive  power  in  our  school  machinery.  Its 
influence  permeates  the  entire  school  system,  extending  even  down  to  the 
very  lowest  grade  of  the  primary  department,  This  institution  is  growing 
both  in  numbers,  in  popularity  and  in  usefulness.  The  graduating  classes 
of  late  have  become  so  large  that  the  board,  during  the  last  year,  was 
forced  into  a  restriction  of  the  number  of  performers  on  the  occasion  of  the 
high  school  commencement. 

As  a  means  of  furnishing  superior  intellectual  culture,  this  school  has 
gained  a  reputation  that  extends  beyond  the  limits  of  our  own  borough — a 
fact  fully  verified  by  the  many  applications  for  admission  by  residents  of 
other  localities.  The  increased  rates  of  tuition,  established  during  this 
year,  have  tended  to  an  increase  rather  than  a  diminution  of  the  number  of 
applicants  from  abroad.  The  anxiety  prevalent  with  parents  to  secure 
their  children's  admission  to  this  school,  and  the  popular  demonstration 
and  enthusiasm  visible  at  the  high  school  commencements,  furnish  sure  in- 
dications of  recognized  merit  and  public  appreciation. 

The  organization  of  an  alumni  association,  during  the  last  year,  is  a 
pleasing  and  significant  incident  in  the  history  of  the-  high  school.  The 
graduates,  of  whom  there  is  now  a  considerable  number,  after  several  large 
and  enthusiastic  meetings,  projected  an  organization  having  for  its  object  the 
perpetuation  of  the  memory  of  an  institution  that  had  given  them  intellec- 
tual birth.  They  returned  to  the  old  halls,  in  which  they  were  educated, 
re-affirmed  their  allegiance  to  their  alma  mater,  and  attested  their  aoprecia 
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tion  of  its  worth  as  an  educatieual  agency  whose  power  and  influence  are 
recognized  and  felt  in  the  community. 

Many  of  the  alumni,  although  young  in  years,  have  already  attained 
BOfiie  eminence  in  their  respective  professions.  We  recognize  a  high  school 
representation  in  almost  every  department  of  science  and  art.  The  pulpit, 
the  bar,  the  judicial  bench,  the  medical  profession,  the  college  professo- 
riate, the  school  room,  the  counting  house  and  the  workshop  are  each  repre* 
sented  in  the  elements  composing  our  alumni  organization. 

The  Teachers,  as  a  body,  have  acquitted  themselves  quite  creditably. 
There  was  an  evident  predetermination,  on  their  part,  of  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  duty  to  themselves,  their  schools  and  the  public.  Thei.r  efforts 
were  not  characterized  by  the  indecision  so  common  in  school  administra- 
tion, but  evinced  an  intelligent  apprehension  of  both  the  aim  and  means  in- 
volved in  proper  school  work.  An  improvement  in  class  manipulation 
and  teaching  methods  was  apparent  in  almost  every  department. 

The  Institute  was  organized  as  usual,  and  conducted  on  the  same  plan  as 
that  of  the  previous  year.  On  this  subject  we  have  nothing  to  offer  in  ad- 
dition to  what  has  been  previously  reported,  with  the  exception  of  the 
.institution  of  a  conference  meeting  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  local  institute. 
The  meetings  for  a  conference  were  held  weekly  in  the  private  office  of  the 
Superintendent,  and  were  composed  alternately  of  teachers  who  taught 
schools  of  similar  grade.  The  topics  considered  were  suggested  by  the 
Superintendent,  and  the  exercises  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  that 
officer. 

The  objective  point  of  this  educational  interview  was  improvement  in  the 
art  of  teaching,  and  the  investigation  of  principles  underlying  the  success- 
ful management  and  instruction  of  a  school.  The  interchange  of  ideas 
elicited  on  these  occasions  profitably  affected  our  school  interests,  in  stimu- 
lating effort  and  begetting  a  more  systematic  and  harmonious  development 
of  methods  of  instruction. 

The  Course  of  Instruction  having  been  referred,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  to  a  special  committee  for  examination  and  adjustment  was,  after 
•mature  deliberation,  returned  to  the  board  with  a  recommendation  of  but 
few  changes.  The  curriculum,  in  its  ma,->  features,  was,  therefore,  undis- 
turbed. The  studies  purei.  d  in  the  subordinate  schools  are  those  usually 
embraced  in  the  course  adapted  to  the  acquirement  of  an  ordinary  educa- 
tion. The  elimination  of  any  branch  of  study  pursued  in  these  schools 
would  deleteriously  affect  the  educational  interests  of  our  youth.  The 
committee,  believing  that  the  course  of  the  lower  schools  comprehended 
such  studies  only  as  are  essential,  considered  a  curtailment  Ul-advised,  and 
so  reported  to  the  board. 
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The  curriculum  of  the  high  school,  however,  we  regard  as  too  compre- 
hensive so  far  as  it  is  applied  to  the  present  organization  of  this  school. 
"We  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  advantages  accruing  from  the  successful  pur- 
suit of  every  branch  named  in  the  list  of  high  school  studies,  but  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  time  allotted  for  its  execution  ifl,  for  pupils  of  ordinary 
capacity,  entirely  insufficient.  A  survey  of  the  amount  of  work  required, 
together  with  the  consideration  of  the  age  of  the  pupils  who  are  expected 
to  perform  it,  carries  with  it  a  conviction  of  the  impropriety  of  crowding 
into  an  academic  course  of  four  years  an  amount  of  study  sufficient  to  tax 
the  energies  of  pupils  of  common  aptitude  for  a  period  of  six  years.  The 
teachers  are  expected  to  secure  a  fulfillment  by  each  pupil  of  all  the  re- 
quirements enumerated  in  the  schedule  of  studies,  hence  a  temptation  on 
their  part  to  urge  pupils  beyond  their  capacity  in  order  to  avoid  invidious 
comparison  and  criticism. 

The  fault  lies  not  in  the  curriculum  itself,  but  in  its  misapplication.  The 
present  entire  curriculum  can  be  efficaciously  employed,  if  a  proper  dis- 
crimination is  made  in  the  distribution  of  studies.  The  application  of  the 
rule  that  compels  every  pupil,  regardless  of  what  his  intention  may  be  as 
to  a  future  vocation,  to  a  rigid  pursuance  of  all  the  branches  embraced 
in  the  course  of  study,  is  prejudicial  to  the  successful  operation  of  the  high 
school  curriculum. 

The  male  department  of  this  school  has  fur  its  aim  a  two-fold  object — 
the  preparation  of  young  men  for  business  pursuits  and  for  college.  The 
course  of  study  is  made  to  subserve  either  purpose.  The  student,  who 
seeks  a  preparation  for  admission  to  college,  in  order  to  attain  the  requisite 
drill,  must,  under  existing  rules,  devote  a  large  portion  of  time  in  studies 
that  are  irrelevant  to  his  purpose  ;  whereas  the  youth,  whose  scholastic  as- 
pirations do  not  reach  beyond  the  advantages  furnished  by  the  course  of 
high  school  instruction  as  a  means  of  preparation  for  business  life,  is  com- 
pelled to  expend  the  major  portion  of  his  time  in  the  study  of  the  classics 
in  order  to  secure  the  business  training  that  the  school  affords.  The  fact, 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  pupils  admitted  to  the  male  department  of  this 
school  leave  at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  is  attributable,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, to  a  rule  that  makes  the  study  of  the  dead  languages  imperative.  Im- 
pressed with  the  idea  that  a  knowledge  of  defunct  languages  can  subserve 
no  available  purpose  in  the  sphere  of  business,  they  withdraw  from  school 
with  the  view  of  making  a  more  profitable  investment  of  time  and  energy. 

The  originators  of  the  high  school  never  intended  that  this  institution 
should  merely  perform  the  functions  of  a  college  preparatory  school.  It 
was  organized  on  a  broader  basis,  having  for  its  object  the  diffusion  of 
sound,  practical  learning  among  the  masses,  and  the  moral  and  social  as 
well  as  the  intellectual  elevation  of  the  community 
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Having-  given  the  subject  much  thought  on  the  theoretical  side,  and  a 
critical  examination  of  the  past  and  present  workings  of  the  high  school, 
in  order  that  it  may  fulfill  its  mission  and  become  more  efficient  as  an  educa- 
tional medium,  I  design  to  offer,  at  an  early  period,  the  following  sugges- 
tions for  the  consideration  of  the  board  : 

First.  An  abridgment  of  the  curriculum  of  the  female  department  by  a 
retrenchment  of  non-essentials  and  other  branches  of  study,  if  necessity 
requires  it,  in  order  to  bring  the  work  exacted  of  pupils  within  the  range 
of  possible  accomplishment. 

Second.  A  re-organization  of  the  male  department  on  the  basis  of  a  two- 
fold division,  one  of  which  shall  be  purely  classical,  the  other  entirely  com- 
mercial in  character. 

The  branches  of  study  comprehended  in  the  present  curriculum  can  be 
distributed  so  as  to  meet  the  requirements  of  each  division. 

Under  this  arrangement  the  two  divisions,  although  preserving  their 
unity  as  the  component  parts  of  one  school,  will  nevertheless  be  distinct 
in  class  organization  and  class  drill.  The  students,  who  enter  the  classical 
department,  will  immediately  enter  upon  a  course  of  training  having  exclu- 
sive reference  to  the  preparation  required  for  their  admission  to  college, 
Avhilst  those  who  pass  into  the  commercial  department  will  be  restricted  in 
their  studies  to  branches  having  special  and  direct  relation  to  practical  bu- 
siness. 

School  Buildings. — The  board  of  control  has  exhibited  a  commendable 
spirit  of  enterprise  in  the  matter  Of  providing  proper  school  accommoda- 
tions. A  very  neat  and  commodious  two  story  brick  school  building  has 
been  erected  in  the  Third  ward.  It  is  adapted  to  the  plan  of  consolidated 
school  organization,  and  furnishes  ample  provisions  for  the  educational 
wants  of  that  ward.  This  building  has  just  been  completed  and  will  be 
first  occupied  by  schools  at  the  opening  of  the  next  term. 

The  board  has  also  purchased  a  good  lot  in  the  Seventh  ward  as  a  site 
for  another  school  house.  Proposals  have  been  issued  for  the  erection  of  a 
building  thereon,  which  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  sometime  during  the 
succeeding  year. 
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Progress. — Encouraging  advancement  has  been  made  in  many  of  the  es- 
sentials that  go  toward  making  our  schools  better.  The  educational  senti- 
ment is  more  intelligent  and  active  ;  a  greater  degree  of  co-operation  be- 
tween the  teacher  and  the  parent  has  been  manifested,  and  the  schools  have 
been  pleasanter  and  more  beneficial  to  the  pupils,  and  the  patrons  have 
gained  in  that  intimate  knowledge  of  school  work  which  enables  one  to  be 
something  more  than  a  hindrance. 

Buildings. — The  district  has  sixteen  school  buildings,  fourteen  of  which 
are  brick.  No.  8  (eight  teachers),  No.  12  (four  teachers),  and  No.  15 
(eight  teachers)  are  new,  and  No.  10  (four  teachers)  and  No.  11  (eight 
teachers)  have  been  erected  but  a  short  time.  Most  of  these  are  substan- 
tially built,  convenient  and  well  furnished.  All  the  recently  constructed 
buildings  are  on  the  "single  teacher"  plan. 

Teachers. — The  status  of  the  instructors  as  to  school  education  and  cul- 
ture is  much  better  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago.  The  younger  teachers,  as 
a  class,  have  had  the  full  benefits  of  the  high  school  or  some  school  of  sim- 
ilar grade.  In  interest  and  professional  spirit  but  little  more  could  be  de- 
.  sired. 

Institute  — The  Teachers'  Institute  was  well  attended  during  the  year. 
Our  previous  line  of  school  room  needs  and  general  culture  was  followed. 
Owing  to  the  size  of  the  Institute  and  the  number  of  grades  from  the 
primary  through  the  high  school,  next  year  the  teachers  will  meet  in  sec- 
tions part  of  the  time,  thus  allowing  the  school  work  before  each  section 
to  be  that  which  more  especially  concerns  it. 

Attendance. — Notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  winter,  eighteen  de- 
partments made  a  higher  percentage  of  regularity  than  last  year.  The  im- 
portance of  regularity  is  realized  by  the  large  majority  of  pupils,  and  im- 
provement is  expected  to  be  made  in  this  respect  until  good  attendance 
shall  be  reached  in  every  department. 

Course  of  Study. — The  revised  course  of  study  aims  to  be  practical,  to 
give  the  most  useful  first ;  hence,  grammar  takes  a  shape  that  helps  the 
pupil  "to  speak  and  write  the  English  language  correctly."  Arithmetic  is 
largely  "business"  from  the  beginning,  business  forms  being  taught  in  the 
early  part  of  the  course,  practice  taking  the  precedence  of  theory ;  oral  in- 
struction in  "the  science  of  common  things"  and  the  elements  of  the  sciences, 
has  a  prominent  place  ;  the  drawing  is  industrial  as  well  as  artistic,  and  the 
fact  is  constantly  in  mind  that  the  pupil  may  leave  school  at  any  time,  and 
that  forever. 
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Drawing. — The  results  of  the  drawing-  for  the  year  proved  a  surprise  tc- 
the  most  sanguine.  No  branch  of  study  has  been  more  popular.  The 
same  course  was  pursued  as  last  year,  the  special  teacher  instructing  the 
regular  teachers,  and  they  teaching  their  classes.  Too  much  praise  cannot 
be  given  to  our  corps  of  instructors  for  the  gratifying  results  obtained.* 

Music. — Music  has  proved  a  help  in  the  heavier  work  of  the  schools  ;  the 
mental  discipline  and  harmony  of  spirit  gained  through  music  are  proved  to 
be  so  important  as  to  be  forces  in  gaining  a  mastery  of  what 'are  considered 
the  practical  studies.  Rote  singing  receives  but  little  attention  ;  the  read- 
ing of  music  is  commenced  early  and  joined  with  voice  culture,  form  the 
chief  lessons  in  this  branch. 

The  special  teacher  visited  each  department  weekly,  examined  the  classes 
and  laid  out  the  work  for  the  coming  week  ;  the  drills  were  carried  on  by 
the  regular  teachers.  It  is  commonly  thought  that  the  teacher  should  be  a 
good  singer  in  order  to  teach  well,  such  is  not  the  case  ;  some  of  the  best 
teachers  of  elementary  music  seldom  sing  for  their  pupils. 

High  School. — This  department  has  grown  in  favor  and  influence.  The 
course  of  study  fits  students  for  any  college  in  the  country,  and  offers  be- 
sides the  English  and  the  scientific  course,  French  and  German.  The 
graduates  of  the  school  are  in  college  or  have  graduated,  teaching  or  in 
business  or  engaged  in  professional  work,  and  they  are  proving  a  credit  to 
the  institution  that  sent  them  forth. 

German  Schools. — Our  German  schools  are  independendent  of  the  English 
department,  though  the  course  of  instruction  is  really  German-English. 
As  far  as  possible  they  follow  the  same  course  of  study  as  the  English 
schools.  The  scholar  is  called  upon  to  translate  from  one  language  to  the 
other.  Just  the  best  method  of  teaching  German  in  the  public  schools 
has  not  yet  been  agreed  upon.  Our  German  departments  have  been  largely 
attended  and  popular. 

Evening  Schools. — With  few  exceptions,  the  evening  schools  were  poorly 
attended  ;  the  enrolment  was  large  but  the  average  attendance  was  such 
as  to  raise  the  question,  whether  evening  schools  of  a  low  grade  of  studies 

pay. 

Industrial  Drawing  School.— This  school  opened  in  October,  and  con- 
tinued until  May.  The  school  was  well  conducted  and  the  interest  and 
progress  of  the  pupils  were  of  a  high  order,  making  it  one  of  the  most  ac- 
ceptable features  in  our  system. 

JIute  School. — In  January  the  board  of  directors  organized  a  mute  school. 
Nine  pupils  attended.  The  articulating  or  lip  method  was  adopted.  The 
school  did  a  good  work,  and  proved  that  the  deaf  mute  can  be  taught  to 
speak.     From  the  experience  in  Erie,  it  seems  that  every  town  of  sufficient 
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size  should  make  an  effort  to  gather  up  this  class  of  unfortunates  and  help 
them  to  a  spoken  or  a  sign  language. 

Exposition  of  School  Work. — In  January,  after  the  close  of  the  fall  term, 
the  examination  work  of  pupils  of  the  schools  was  placed  on  exhibition  in 
a  large  pleasant  room,  well  warmed  and  lighted,  and  kept  open  to  the  pub- 
lic through  the  day  and  evening  for  two  weeks.  The  work  represented 
every  pupil  in  attendance  at  the  examination,  from  the  child  of  six  years  to 
the  members  of  the  senior  class  of  the  JJigh  school ;  the  rooms  were  visited 
by  many  who  knew  but  little  what  the  schools  were  doing,  and  parents 
were  visitors  in  large  numbers,  often  accompanied  by  their  children.  The 
work  was  so  displayed  and  indexed  that  that  of  any  pupil  could  easily  be 
found.  The  exposition  proved  to  be  very  acceptable  to  the  public,  and 
was  adopted  as  a  method  of  awakeniug  an  interest  in  the  methods  and  aims 
of  our  school  system. 

Normal  Class. — The  mornings  of  five  weeks  of  the  summer  vacation  was 
given  by  the  superintendent,  assisted  by  the  vice-principal  of  the  High 
school,  Miss  A.  C.  Kilborne,  in  conducting  a  Normal  drill  class  in  methods 
of  teaching  and  school  room  management.  Forty-five  were  enrolled,  and 
the  usual  effects  of  the  Normal  work  were  easily  seen  in  the  school  room 
during  the  year. 

The  Press. — The  press  of  Erie,  without  exception,  has  been  active  in 
promoting  the  cause  of  education,  and  each  paper  has  taken  special  pains 
during  the  year  to  send  a  member  of  its  editorial  staff  to  visit  the  schools 
and  report  his  impressions  for  publication. 

Board  of  Directors. — The  board  has  labored  harmoniously  and  devotedly, 
always  evincing  a  spirit  of  progress,  seeking  earnestly  methods  and  means 
that  seem  calculated  to  make  the  schools  thrive  in  such  things  as  shall 
make  them  equal  to  the  large  demands  of  these  pressing  days. 

The  Superintendent. — The  relations  of  the  Superintendent  with  the 
Board  of  Directors,  teachers,  patrons  and  pupils  have  been  more  than 
pleasant,  they  have  been  friendly  to  a  large  degree.  Although  the  labors 
of  the  Superintendent  have  been  multiplied  during  the  last  few  years  and 
burdens  of  responsibility  have  increased,  the  duties  have  been  met  and 
performed  in  a  cheerful  spirit,  with  the  belief  that  no  work  is  more  worthy 
of  industrious  effort. 
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The  progress  of  the  schools  during'  the  year  has  been,  in  the  main,  well 
grounded  and  satisfactory.  The  object  of  those  directly  interested  in  and 
responsible  for  the  workings  and  results  of  popular  education  in  the  city, 
has  been  to  carry  forward  the  changes  and  improvements  which  had  been 
begun  in  preceding  years  and  to  make  such  further  changes  in  matter  and 
methods  as  seem  to  be  warranted  by  experience  and  demanded  by  the  times. 

The  amount  of  progress  cannot,  of  course,  be  stated  or  even  estimated 
with  any  degree  of  exactness  in  this  or  in  any  other  case  of  change  or 
reform  which  depends  upon  so  many  agencies  for  its  accomplishment  and 
which  has  to  run  counter  to  popular  prejudice,  whether  well  or  ill  founded. 
But  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  rate  of  progress  is  at  least  equal  to  the  expecta- 
tions of  those  who  have  given  enough  attention  to  the  subject  to  judge  in- 
telligently of  what  it  ought  to  be,  to  keep  pace  with  the  age,  without  at- 
tempting any  revolution  that  might  have  to  go  backwards. 

Buildings. — The  constant  demand  for  more  school  room  and  the  unfitness 
of  some  of  the  present  buildings,  both  as  to  location  and  construction,  have 
induced  the  board  of  directors  to  begin  the  erection  of  two  new  and  com- 
modious buildings — one  in  Third,  the  other  in  Sixth  ward — of  which  it 
needs  only  be  said  that  the}7-  are  to  embrace  the  latest  and  best  things  known 
in  the  construction  and  equipment  of  school  houses. 

Teachers. — These,  with  the  limited  exceptions  which  are  said  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  establish  all  general  rules  outside  of  the  exact  sciences,  have 
done  their  work  faithfully  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  school  officers  and 
of  the  community.  Many  of  them  are  experienced,  skillful  and  accom- 
plished ;  and  those  who  have  had  no  preparatory  training  and  but  little 
practice  in  the  school-room,  are,  generally,  doing  all  that  ought  to  be  ex- 
pected of  them.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  many  must  learn  to  teach 
under  such  circumstances,  but  the  salaries  paid  to  primary  teachers  neither 
warrant  any  expense  for  preparation,  nor  do  they  offer  any  inducements  to 
those  who  have  made  such  preparation. 

High  Schools. — -The  increased  number  of  applicants  for  admission  will 
make  some  additional  room  necessary  for  the  coming  year.  A  new  build- 
ing, which  will  properly  accommodate  these  schools,  is  of  the  highest  im- 
portance here  and  now.  Experience  and  observation  alike  tend  to  refute 
the  prevalent  opinion  that  a  high  school  is  a  benefit  only  to  the  small  pro- 
portion of  pupils  that  annually  reach  it. 

A  high  school  is  the  best  known  agency  for  building  up  and  maintain- 
ing a  series  of  good  graded  schools  and  for  securing  the  largest  and  the 
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longest  attendance  and  the  best  scholarship  even  of  those  who  never  reach 
this  grade.  We  know  that,  but  for  the  existence  of  the  high  schools,  the 
attainments  of  our  grammar  school  classes  would  in  nowise  be  up  to  then- 
present  standard  in  those  branches  which  the  law  prescribes  and  which  all 
concede  ought  to  be  embraced  in  a  cour.se  of  elementary  education. 

Most  parents  hope  their  children  may  reach  the  high  school  ;  hence 
children  are  sent  to  school  longer  and  more  regularly  than  they  would 
otherwise  be  sent,  and  the  better  the  school  the  longer  and  more  earnest 
the  effort  to  reach  it ;  and  as  a  consequence  those  that  fail  to  reach  it  go 
oat  into  the  world  better  educated  and  better  fitted  for  the  duties  of  life. 
So  this  grade  exerts  a  reflex  influence  upon  all  the  lower  grades  and  upon 
the  children  that  never  pass  beyond  them,  which  fact  in  itself  furnishes  a 
sufficient  argument  for  the  establishment,  wherever  it  is  practicable,  of 
attractive,  well  equipped,  well  organized  high  schools  ;  and  experience- 
elsewhere  shows  that  the  prosperity  of  those  grades  in  which  the  mass  of 
children  receive  their  education,  is  dependent  upon  and  proportioned  to  the 
efficiency  of  this  grade  of  schools.  Very  much  has  been  done  within  the 
last  few  years  to  make  our  schools  better  ;  it  needs  but  this  additional  step 
to  give  them  full  force  and  efficiency  in  all  the  directions  to  which  their 
influence  legitimately  extends. 

Gradation. — The  size  of  the  new  rooms  and  the  reduction  of  some  of  the 
old  ones  to  the  same  capacity  (about  50  pupils)  will  give  increased  efficiency 
to  the  primary  schools,  some  of  which  now  give  one  teacher  the  supervision 
and  instruction  of  too  many  pupils. 

Music  and  Drawing. — Instruction  in  music  has  been  systematically  gra- 
ded by  the  introduction  of  a  graded  series  of  music  readers,  and  with  satis- 
factory results. 

Drawing  progresses  well  and  the  mechanical  branch  of  it  continues  to 
grow  in  favor  and  usefulness.  Opposition  to  these  branches  seems  to  have 
nearly  died  out,  and  now  that  they  have  taken  a  recognized  place  in  our 
course  of  study,  we  have  a  right  to  expect  as  good  results — and  no  better — 
as  we  have  in  any  other  of  the  regular,  unmolested  branches  of  school  work. 

Language. — In  this  branch,  without  any  radical  changes,  except  more 
intelligent  and  harder  work  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  steady  and  grati- 
fying progress  has  been  made.  Pupils  are  taught  by  graded  steps  of  prac- 
tice to  write  correct  English,  and  honest  and  successful  efforts  are  made  by 
many  of  the  teachers  to  correct,  by  constant  correction,  the  bad  English 
which  almost  all  children  learn  outside  of  the  school  room. 

There  are,  however,  it  must  be  admitted,  some  teachers  whose  verbs  and 
nouns  do  not  always  agree,  notwithstanding  the  times  innumerable  they 
have  repeated  the  rule  and  caused  others  to  repeat  it,  and  these  are  they 


188  HYDE  PARK. 

who  cannot  understand  why  children  can't  mind  a  thing  when  the}-  have 
heen  told  it  over  and  over  again. 

Examinations — The  particulars  of  the  examinations  of  classes  for  pro- 
motion, all  of  which  were  conducted  by  the  Superintendent  personally, 
were  published  in  detail  at  the  time  and  need  not  be  repeated  here.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  they  showed  the  work  of  the  school-room  to  have  been  tho- 
roughly and  satisfactorily  performed  by  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  enrolment  attendance  were  almost  identical  with  that  of  last  year — 
the  total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  being  about  5,000.  The  average  attend- 
ance in  all  the  grades  is  not  yet  so  high  as  could  be  desired  ;  but,  consid- 
ering that  the  schools  represent  all  grades  and  conditions  of  society,  and 
that  many  of  the  pupils  are  compelled  to  set  out  early  in  life  to  assume  its 
duties,  the  attendance  is  perhaps  all  that  ought  to  be  reasonably  expected. 

Authoritative  provision  for  a  census  of  the  school  population  of  cities 
ought  to  be  made,  so  that  communities  might  know  what  proportion  of  the 
young  are  growing  up  to  be  men  and  women  without  any  education  at  all. 
To  devise  means  by  which  this  class  may  be  brought  under  proper  educa- 
tional influences  is  a  problem  whose  successful  solution  may  well  demand 
the  labors  of  the  philanthropist  and  the  genius  of  the  statesman. 
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The  condition  of  our  schools,  since  my  last  report,  has  improved  ;  the 
general  apathy  pervading  the  different  departments  of  our  schools  has 
totally  disappeared,  and  an  awakening  interest  is  being  felt  by  pupils, 
teachers,  patrons  and  directors.  Our  pi'esent  school  board  appears  to  be 
formed  of  the  right  material,  if  the  past  year's  administration  can  be  ac- 
cepted as  evidence.  The  school  buildings  have  been  put  in  good  repair, 
both  inside  and  outside,  fences  have  been  re-built  and  grounds  improved. 
The  new  building  erected  during  the  year  at  Patagonia  is  a  model  of  taste 
and  comfort.  The  agitation  in  favor  of  reform  and  economy  is  doing  its 
work  thoroughly,  and  the  result  fully  justifies  the  statements  made  to  the 
department  by  myself  during  the  past  two  or  three  years. 

Buildings. — The  anticipations  contained  in  my  last  annual  report  have 
been  partially  realized,  and  from  such  realization  we  are  encouraged  in  an- 
ticipating still  greater  improvement.  The  above  mentioned  edifice,  at 
Patagonia,  is  just  what  we  have  needed  for  the  past  four  years.  We  have 
now  five  buildings,  one  first-class,  two  middling  and  two  that  will  require 
some  improvement  to  make  them  what  they  should  be,  healthful  and  pleas- 
ant. The  central  building,  in  the  Fifth  ward,  is  greatly  in  need  of  the  fol- 
lowing improvements,  to  wit :     Some  means  by  which  the  rooms  can  be 


HYDE  PARK.  189 

thoroughly  ventilated  aud  cleansed  ;  recitation  rooms  to  each  of  the  main 
rooms,  so  that  the  ante-rooms  may  be  used  as  intended,  for  cloak  and  hat 
rooms,  instead  of  class-rooms.  The  building  in  the  Sixth  ward  should  be 
remodeled  or  vacated,  as  the  basement  is  unfit  for  the  use  to  which  it  is 
now  put — the  herding  together  of  150  or  200  little  six  year  olds  for  six 
hours  of  the  day ;  these,  together  with  a  new  building  on  Baptist  Hill,  in 
the  Fourth  ward,  capable  of  seating  400  pupils,  will  remove  the  greatest 
barrier  to  harmony  in  the  district. 

Semi-Monthly  Institutes. — We  have  held  twenty  during  the  year  ;  they 
have  been  well  attended  and  the  benefits  derived  from  them  have  done  much 
toward  the  success  of  our  young  teachers  in  the  class-room. 

Drawing. — This  branch  of  education  has  been  introduced  into  all  our 
schools,  and  has  not  only  tended  to  sharpen  the  observing  faculties  of  the 
pupils,  thus  making  them  more  apt  in  their  other  studies,  but  also  giving 
the  teachers  less  trouble  in  governing  their  schools. 

Vocal  3Iusic. — No  exercise  is  so  conducive  to  cheerfulness  and  good  order 
as  this.  We  have  set  apart  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons  of  each 
week  to  this  pleasant  work,  and  to  the  efficiency  and  zeal  of  Miss  Alma 
Price,  we  are  indebted  for  much  of  the  cheerfulness  that  has  pervaded  the 
Central  building  during  the  year.  It  would  be  a  great  boon  to  us  should 
our  directors  take  one  more  step  in  advance,  by  giving  us  a  teacher,  well 
supplied  and  with  the  proper  charts  for  the  work  who  could  be  permitted  to 
devote  her  whole  time  in  the  schocls  of  the  different  wards. 

Natural  Sciences. — These  during  the  year  have  not  received  the  attention 
they  merit.  The  main  difficulty  being  a  lack  of  appreciation  on  the  part  of 
patrons,  being  without  apparatus  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  keep  up  classes 
without  necessary  text-books,  and  these  the  patrons  neglect  to  furnish  and 
as  a  result  these  branches  were  omitted.  The  remedy  for  this  omission  I 
think  is  in  the  hands  of  the  directors.  If  they  will  supply  the  schools  with 
a  reasonable  quantity  of  the  proper  material,  the  teachers  I  think  will  see 
to  it  that  there  shall  be  no  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 

Examinations. — I  have  held  one  public  and  two  private  examinations 
during  the  year,  and  granted  32  provisional  and  one  professional  certificate. 
The  board  having  adopted  the  rule  of  giving  a  preference  to  teachers  re- 
siding in  the  district,  I  have  been  obliged  in  consequence  to  give  certifi- 
cates to  some  young  teachers,  and  the  result  is  that  I  have  been  obliged  to 
keep  a  closer  supervision  of  the  schools  than  would  have  been  otherwise 
necessary. 

Normal  Class. — We  formed  a  Normal  class  in  February  and  continued  it 
until  the  schools  closed  in  June,  meeting  three  afternoons  in  the  week,  be 
tween  the  hours  of  4^  and  6£  o'clock.     Our  aim  has  been  to  assist  those 
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whose  limited  means  precluded  the  possibility  of  their  being  able  to  attend 
the  State  Normal  schools. 

Improvements  Required. — Imperfect  ventilation  is  the  crying  evil  in  our 
schools ;  it  is  generally  understood  that  houses  are  made  to  live  in  ;  but 
the  reverse  of  this  seems  to  apply  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  our 
school  buildings  ;  too  many  of  our  school  officers  think  that  when  proper 
shelter  is  secured  that  there  their  responsibilities  end,  forgetting  that 
though  shelter  and  warmth  have  been  amply  provided  for,  that  thorough  and 
perfect  ventilation  is  as  much  a  necessity  as  shelter  itself.  A  room  pro- 
perly provided  with  ventilating  apparatus  to  maintain  health,  means  that 
vigor  and  spirit  shall  take  the  place  of  languor  and  peevishness,  and  that 
the  teachers  and  pupils  will,  with  greater  ease,  perform  their  duties  and 
accomplish  their  tasks.  "The  persistent  misuse  of  the  most  universal  of 
God's  blessings — fresh  air — given  as  it  is  without  stint  and  pressed  upon 
mankind  everywhere,  is  a  folly  so  fatuous  and  a  result  of  an  ignorance  or 
carelessness  that  seems  almost  criminal,  and  were  it  not  that  bad  workman- 
ship condoles  the  evil,  and  runs  a  winning  race  against  the  aims  of  archi- 
tects. Doors  and  windows  do  not  fit,  unseasoned  wood  luckity  shrinks  and 
floors  gape  and  shingles  rattle  merrily  for  the  admission  of  fresh  air.  In  spite, 
therefore,  of  the  neglect  or  carelessness  of  those  in  authority,  teachers  and 
pupils  are  not  asphyxiated,  for  'there  is  a  divinity  that  shapes  our  ends, 
rough  hew  them  how  we  will.'  "  But  because  we  are  not  immediately 
taken  sick  no  material  improvement  takes  place.  "Pure  air  is  as  absolute 
a  necessity  to  human  beings  as  good  food  and  untainted  water  ;  bad  air 
kills  by  inches  only,  while  unnutritious  food  and  foul  water  do  their  evil 
work  almost  immediately,  both  in  the  end  leading  to  the  same  results,  im- 
paired vitality,  disease  and  death." 

Finances. — As  there  has  been  much  dissatisfaction  manifested  by  the  tax 
payers  in  regard  to  the  financial  transactions  of  former  boards,  I  think  it 
will  not  be  out  of  place  in  this  report,  to  give  at  least,  a  short  statement 
in  regard  to  its  present  condition,  at  least  so  far  as  it  is  effected  by  former 
transactions.  The  collector  for  1871  and  1872  is  a  defaulter  in  the  sum  of 
nearly  $800  ;  the  collector  for  1873  and  1874  to  the  amount  of  $5,500. 
The  exonerations  allowed  the  collector  for  1872  is  $2,557  28,  and  for  1873, 
s2,227  52  ;  these  exonerations  compared  with  the  exonerations  of  the  past 
year,  which  amounts  to  $859  50,  show,  to  say  the  least,  a  gross  careless- 
ness on  the  part  of  somebody.  The  bonds-men  of  the  above  defaulters  have 
been  notified  to  make  good  the  amounts  due  the  district,  and  the  directors 
are  showing  a  commendable  zeal  toward  the  collection  of  these  claims.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  blank  forms  for  the  annual  statement  do  not  con- 
tain a  place  for  the  reporting  of  the  annual  exonerations,  for  I  believe  no 
part  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  board  is  so  liable  to  abuse. 
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Future  Prospects. — We  have  received  much  encouragement  during  the 
year  from  the  patrons  of  our  school  as  well  as  co-operation  from  our  pres- 
ent efficient  board  of  directors.  The  future  of  our  schools  looks  bright,  and 
the  promises  of  our  directors  are,  that  we  shall  want  nothing  that  is  within 
the  power  of  the  board  to  procure,  to  make  our  schools  attractive  and 
prosperous. 
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In  addition  to  the   statement  concerning  the  condition  of  our  schools, 
published  in  your  last  annual  report,  I  have  but  few  items  to  report. 

While  we  are  thoroughly  conscious  that  there  is  yet  much  to  be  done  to 
elevate  our  common  schools  to  their  highest  capabilities,  it  is  gratifying  to 
know  that  those  who  have  closely  observed  the  development  and  working 
of  our  school  system  for  the  past  few  years,  concede  that  we  are  making 
commendable  progress  ;  that  our  schools  are  improving,  and  that  we  have 
never  had  more  to  encourage  us  to  work  for  the  further  advancement  of  our 
school  interests  than  we  have  at  the  present  time.  How  to  educate  our 
children  and  secure  the  best  results,  with  the  greatest  economy  of  time  and 
expense,  is  the  great  problem  of  the  day,  aud  demands  the  best  thoughts 
of  all  educators.  There  is  an  opinion  very  prevalent  among  them  that 
while  our  schools  are  doing  a  great  and  noble  work,  they  are  not  accom- 
plishing all  that  might  be  expected  of  them.  The  perfection  of  school  or- 
ganization, as  I  understand  it,  is  reached  when  every  pupil  has  a  chance  to- 
do  his  best.  This  can  be  accomplished  only  by  judicious  grading ;  but 
schools  are  frequently  graded  so  mechanically,  that  they  fall  far  short  of 
the  highest  efficiency.  In  this  way  arises  the  objection,  sometimes  made, 
that  work  in  graded  schools  is  slow,  and  that  pupils  are  not  unfrequently 
hindered,  rather  than  carried  forward,  in  their  progress.  It  must  be  ac- 
knowledged that  unless  grading  is  done  strictly  according  to  proficiency 
and  ability,  the  advantages  claimed  for  it  are  not  attained.  If  a  portion  of 
time  wasted,  and  worse  than  wasted,  in  the  attempt  to  memorize  the  end- 
less and  senseless  details  of  geography  and  of  history,  the  technicalities  of 
grammar,  at  an  age  when  they  cannot  be  understood,  could  be  given  to 
some  studies  that  would  really  interest  the  children,  develop  their  percep- 
tive powers,  accustom  them  to  the  correct  use  of  language,  and  be  of  real 
practical  value  to  them  in  after  life,  more  satisfactory  results  than  are  now 
attained  would  be  exhibited  at  the  close  of  the  child's  school  life.  A  sys- 
tem of  classification  and  promotion,  carefully  watched  and  carried  as  far  as 
the  health  and  ability  of  the  pupil  will  admit,  and  no  farther,  will,  I  feel 
confident,  greatly  increase  the  efficiency  of  schools.     In  this  way  many  a 
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disheartened  pupil  will  be  incited  to  interest  and  effort ;  many  who  have 
despaired  of  promotion  will  look  forward  with  hope  ;  many  who  have  anti- 
cipated leaving  school  in  the  middle  grades  will  be  induced  to  go  farther, 
and  mainr,  very  many,  I  hope,  will  be  able  and  willing  to  go  beyond  the 
grammar  school  grade,  and  join  the  classes  in  the  high  school,  the  highest 
public  educational  good  in  our  borough  now  within  reach  of  its  children 
and  youth. 

The  yearly  examination  of  pupils  for  promotion  had  been  conducted,  so 
far  as  practicable,  in  writing.  The  papers  preserved  for  future  reference 
and  comparison,  and  that  parents  who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  grading 
of  their  children  could  be  referred  to  the  evidence  upon  which  it  was  based. 
All  the  schools  were  visited  once  a  month,  and  some  more  frequently.  The 
time  spent,  in  each  school,  varied  according  to  the  more  urgent  require- 
ments of  the  several  schools.  When  there  was  no  special  demand  for  tar- 
rying, a  thirty  to  forty  minutes  visit  had  to  suffice,  but  in  particular  cases, 
and  where  the  Superintendent  went  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  recitations, 
a  longer  time  was,  of  course,  given  to  each  room.  Irregularity  in  atten- 
dance, too  frequent  recurrence  of  holidays,  and  the  want  of  that  elevating 
influence  which  comes  from  excellence  and  elegance  in  the  appurtenances  of 
the  school  room,  are  the  chief  hindrances  to  the  perfection  of  the  schools. 
The  press  I  have  found  ever  ready  to  second  any  effort  for  the  cause  of 
education.  Indeed,  most  of  our  papers  have  gone  so  far  as  to  publish  the 
minutes  of  our  educational  meetings,  even  to  the  dryest  details,  and  I  pre- 
sume there  is  not  an  editor  in  our  borough  who  woidd  not  freely  devote  a 
column  of  his  paper  exclusively  to  educational  matter,  could  any  one  be 
found  to  get  up  such  matter  for  publication.  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  say  so 
much  for  the  good  will  of  our  clergy  ;  for  it  does  seem  to  me,  if  there  is 
any  class  of  men  in  the  community,  of  liberal  education,  who  habitually 
and  most  persistently  give  our  schools  the  go-by  ;  it  is  ministers  of  the 
gospel.  Now,  the  majority  of  our  teachers  are  young  and  inexperienced, 
of  good  character  and  deportment,  but  lacking  in  the  main,  that  knowledge 
of  youth,  and  that  skill  in  enlisting  the  interest  and  sympathy  of  their  pu- 
pils so  necessary  to  enable  them  to  impart  forcible  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction. They  lack,  too,  in  methods  for  imparting  such  instruction  pre- 
sumed to-be  familiar  to  every  clergyman.  This  being  the  case,  how  happy 
might  be  the  results  were  our  clergymen  to  call  in  occasionally  to  see  teacher 
and  pupils,  giving  the  pupils  a  talk  on  some  entertaining  topic,  having  a 
moral  or  religious  bearing,  in  order  to  benefit  the  pupils  by  its  sentiment, 
and  the  teacher  by  suggesting  to  him  how  such  instruction  can  be  made 
both  pleasant  and  profitable.  Of  course  there  are  exceptions  to  the  gene- 
ral practice  of  our  clergymen  in  this  respect,  but  they  are  rare  indeed. 
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The  past  year  has  put  me  tinder  renewed  obligations  to  directors,  teach- 
ers, parents  and  children.     I  shall  never  forget  their  kindness. 


LOCK  HAVEN— A.  N.  Raub. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  pointed  with  pride  to  the  fact  that  the  teach- 
ers of  the  city  were  regular  in  their  attendance  at  the  city  institute.  For 
two  years  this  institute  was  held  on  alternate  Saturdays  during  the  school 
term,  and  those  who  know  most  of  its  workings  and  estimate  correctly  the 
progress  of  our  public  schools,  believe  that  the  success  of  the  schools  is 
due  in  great  measure  to  the  influence  of  the  institute.  I  regret  exceedingly 
to  say  that  I  am  compelled  to  report  that  the  board  have  ordered  that  the 
institute  be  discontinued.  This  of  course  is  done  with  the  view  that  the 
two  days  heretofore  given  to  the  city  institute  shall  be  devoted  to  teaching. 

A  second  backward  step,  is  that  of  requiring  the  City  Superintendent  to 
•devote  one-half  of  each  school  day  to  teaching  in  the  high  school,  and  dis- 
pensing with  one  teacher  in  that  department.  Justice  could  not  be  fully 
done  in  the  past  to  the  pupils  of  the  high  school  with  a  principal  and  two 
•assistants,  much  less  can  the  patrons  now  expect  that  school  to  be  pros- 
perous with  a  principal  and  one  assistant,  the  Superintendent  doing  half 
of  the  work  of  an  additional  assistant. 

Both  of  these  mistakes  in  our  school  policy  have  been  brought  about 
through  the  mistaken  views  of  a  few  who  believe  the  first  duty  of  a  school 
•director  to  be  the  reduction  of  expenses  and  the  saving  of  taxes  ;  progress 
of  the  schools,  intelligence  and  culture  of  the  community,  and  the  dissemi- 
nation of  knowledge  being  with  them  secondary  and  inferior  considerations. 

As  in  my  last  report,  I  have  to  admit  that  our  schools  are  almost  wholly 
without  apparatus.  A  few  charts,  a  few  stray  maps,  and  some  blackboards 
sufficient  in  quantity  but  most  of  them  deficient  in  quality,  constitute  the 
entire  collection.  Apparatus  for  the  classes  in  natural  philosophy,  chem- 
istry, and  astronomy  is  badly  needed. 

A  few  of  our  school  rooms  are  furnished  with  improved  school  furniture, 
the  gothic  and  other  styles,  but  there  are  still  some  rooms  which,  for  lack 
of  beauty  and  comfort  in  the  seatings  cannot,  I  think,  be  surpassed  in  many 
cities  of  the  State. 

The  progress  of  the  schools,  considering  the  difficulties  which  both  teach- 
ers and  pupils  have  had  to  contend  with,  has  been  very  satisfactory,  though 
if  all  our  directors  could  be  made  to  understand  that  comfort,  and  conve- 
nience, and  attractiveness  in  the  school  room  are  not  only  conducive  but 
also  essential  to  the  proper  progress  and  best  interests  of  the  pupils,  I 
13  School  Rep. 
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• 
would  be  able  to  offer  a  very  much  more  satisfactory  report  of  the  results 

of  the  year's  work. 

During  the  past  year  instruction  has  been  given  regularly  in  German, 

drawing  and  vocal  music.     All  these  studies,  however,  are  optional.     Some 

difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  organizing  and  continuing  classes  in 

drawing.     For  some  reason  it  is  not  popular  with  either  teachers  or  pupils. 

At  one  time  it  was  ordered  as  a  study  in  the  grammar  schools,  but  a  very 

small  percentage  of  the  pupils  ever  gave  it  any  attention.     Even  in  the 

high  school  not  over  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  manifest  any  desire  to 

enter  the  class.     Vocal  music  we  find  more  popular,  but  here  again  the 

absence  of  a  musical  instrument  prevents  our  teaching  it  in  the  best  manner, 

and  we  find  it  impossible  to  secure  the  necessary  funds  for  the  purchase  of 

either  organ  or  piano. 


MEADVILLE— Samuel  P.  Bates. 

That  mental  training,  which  secures  to  the  pupil  the  most  perfect  action 
of  the  varied  faculties  of  his  intellect,  is  the  best.  The  organization  of 
schools  and  the  regulation  of  instruction  should  be  with  an  eye  singled  to 
that  end.  Whatever,  in  any  system,  is  found  to  impede  this  coveted  devel- 
opment, sboidd  be  eradicated,  however  much  it  may  be  supported  by  time- 
honored  usage,  or  the  prejudices  which  a  one-sided  culture  has  originated 
and  sustained.  The  means  adopted  for  compassing  a  desired  advantage, 
though  in  the  main  good  in  themselves,  may  be  pushed  until  the  results, 
instead  of  being  fair  and  comely,  are  distorted  and  ugly — the  agents  in  the 
work  not  discerning  the  unfortunate  fruits  of  their  blunderings. 

The  first  question  to  be  settled  in  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  schools 
and  in  laying  out  a  course  of  instruction  is,  what  are  the  faculties  and  sen- 
sibilities of  the  mind  common  to  the  generality  of  mankind,  and  what  the 
natural  order  of  their  development  ?  When  this  question  is  intelligently 
settled,  a  careful  study  aided  by  experience  will  suggest  the  most  advisa- 
ble methods  for  training  and  disciplining  them.  A  disregard  of  these  con- 
siderations will  naturally,  and  has,  led  to  great  waste  of  time  and  mental 
energy,  and  a  failure  to  secure  the  advantage  which  should  have  been  the 
result,  the  mind  being  dwarfed  and  crippled  in  its  action  rather  than  aided 
in  its  growth. 

At  the  outset,  the  idea  that  knowledge  is  the  chief  end  of  education, 
should  be  discarded.  The  mind  is  not  a  receptacle  to  be  cast  into  and  filled  '7 
but  a  congeries  of  energies  to  be  stimulated  to  action,  and  trained  to  a 
healthy  growth.  It  is  not  a  sop  to  take  in  and  give  out  an  element,  mud- 
died perchance,  and  clouded  by  its  own  impurities,  but  a  diamond  to  emit 
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light  from  its  owu  innate  qualities.  It  is  in  itself  a  living,  acting,  growing 
agent  which  works  independently,  weighs  and  tries  facts  and  opinions, 
and  to  which  a  statement  is  a  verity  in  proportion  as  it  commends  itself  to 
the  judgment. 

The  economical  instruction  of  great  numbers  of  pupils,  as  are  found  in 
large  cities,  calls  for  a  careful  grading  of  the  schools.  But  the  graded 
system  has  many  drawbacks.  It  is  the  individual  mind  that  must  be  taught 
and  it  is  the  individual  mind  that  must  apprehend.  The  capacity  of  no 
two  is  the  same,  aud  wmile  one  may  comprehend  a  statement  and  feel  all  its 
force  as  rapidly  as  propounded,  another  may  require  days  to  fathom  it,  may 
never  grasp  it  in  all  its  relations  and  be  thus  \mfitted  to  master  other  princi- 
ples dependent  upon  this.  The  makers  of  text-boobs — and  unfortunately 
teaching  has  come  to  be  too  much  a  mere  repetition  of  the  formulas  of  the 
book — instead  of  studying  to  simplify  and  reduce  to  elements,  study  to 
elaborate,  making  a  separate  volume  for  almost  every  grade,  stating  the 
same  truth  in  different  language  in  the  successive  books  devoted  to  the 
same  science.  In  a  grammar  now  considerably  used  the  primary  volume 
has  all  the  personal  pronouns  in  all  the  different  cases  set  down  promiscu- 
ously, and  the  pupil  is  required  to  commit  them  to  memory  independently. 
In  the  next  book  of  the  series  they  are  set  in  order  in  their  declined  forms, 
and  the  pupil  must  learn  them  again  in  a  new  relation. 

In  the  grading  of  the  schools  of  Meadville  great  care  has  been  exercised 
to  give  no  more  work  for  each  successive  year  of  the  course  than  pupils  of 
ordinary  capacity  can  easily  perform,  provided  the  work  of  the  preceding 
years  has  been  faithfully  done.  In  this,  as  well  as  in  the  perfect  system  of 
examinations,  and  discipline  which  has  been  introduced,  my  predecessors. 
Professors  Thompson,  Hall  and  Haskins  are  worthy  of  the  highest  praise. 
In  the  primary  and  grammar  schools  are  eight  classes,  and  in  the  high 
school  four,  each  class  occupying  one  year,  thus  requiring  twelve  years  for 
the  course,  pupils  being  examined  at  the  end  of  each  term  to  ascertain. 
whether  they  are  sustaining  themselves,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  pro- 
motion to  the  next  higher. 

The  teaching,  in  the  main,  is  well  and  intelligently  done  ;  but  less  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  the  simplification  of  the  matter  taught,  and  to  elim- 
inating useless  work  than  could  have  been  desired  This,  undoubtedly,  is 
a  prime  difficulty  and  impediment  to  success  in  all  schools,  and  especially 
where  the  full  list  of  graded  books  is  used,  as  is  ordinarily  done  in  cities. 
It  is  not  memorizing  the  set  language  of  a  text-book,  often  dull,  and  to  the 
uninitiated  unintelligible,  or  the  mastering  of  set  formulas  of  demonstration, 
that  will  best  arouse  and  awaken  the  faculties  and  induce  growth  and 
strength.  It  is  questionable  whether  more  strong  and  independent  think- 
ers were  not  trained  before  the  age  of  graded  school  books,  and  whether 
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the  mental  energies  of  pupils  are  not  emasculated  by  the  wordy  burdens 
they  are  compelled  to  bear. 

The  question  has  been  little  considered  or  settled  in  the  minds  of  teachers, 
and  indeed  of  advanced  educators,  just  what  value  should  be  set  upon  the 
mathematics  in  a  system  of  mental  training-.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
persistent,  indeed  well  nigh  insane  effort  to  make  very  young  pupils,  before 
they  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  reflection,  go  through  all  the  steps  of  syllo- 
gistic reasoning  in  solving  the  simplest  problems  in  mental  arthmetic  is  a 
decided  detriment,  and  that  quick  ready  scholars  are  not  produced  by  that 
training,  such  being  proverbially  blunderers  in  the  counting  room.  This 
whole  question  can  only  be  settled  by  a  careful  study  of  the  way  and  order 
of  mental  development  which  nature  has  ordained. 

The  general  harmony  and  prosperity  of  the  schools  has  been  excellent. 
The  attendance  has  been  remarkably  regular ;  the  attention  to  study  in  a 
high  degree  commendable,  and  the  teachers  almost  without  exception  re- 
markably devoted  to  their  work. 

The  cold  of  the  last  winter  was  of  unusual  severity,  and  bore  heavily 
upon  the  health  of  pupils  and  teachers,  and  for  a  time  interfered  materially 
with  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  schools.  The  furnaces  which  had  never 
failed  to  give  sufficient  heat  to  make  all  parts  of  the  buildings  comfortable 
were  found  totally  inadequate  to  the  purpose.  Several  of  the  teachers 
were  obliged  to  leave  school  by  reason  of  ill  health,  and  one,  a  faithful 
teacher  and  sincerely  devoted  to  her  work,  Miss  Louisa  M.  Hendryx,  was 
removed  from  the  field  of  her  usefulness  by  death. 


NORRISTOWN— J.  K.  Gotwals. 

In  this  my  third  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Norristown,  I  can  testify 
to  their  progress.  In  reviewing  the  work  done  three  years  ago,  and  com- 
paring it  with  the  present,  a  change  for  the  better  is  perceptible,  in  methods 
of  instruction,  discipline,  attendance  and  in  fact  in  all  school  affairs,  easily 
perceived  by  those  having  the  opportunity  to  make  the  comparison.  The 
classification  from  the  lowest  of  the  primary  to  the  high  school  is  established 
on  a  much  better  basis,  and  needs  only  earnest  workers  to  make  thorough 
work.  Teachers  work  with  much  more  encouragement,  being  able  to  see  the 
fruits  of  their  labor.  The  education  of  the  youths  is  of  a  more  practical 
nature.     The  following  topics  may  be  worthy  of  notice  : 

Buildings. — One  new  building  was  erected  for  the  colored  population; 
built  in  modern  style,  one  story,  consisting  of  two  rooms,  large  enough  to 
comfortably  seat  60  pupils  each.  An  addition  of  four  rooms  was  made  to 
one  of  the  old  buildings,  the  rooms  on  the  old  part  supplied  with  new  fur- 
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niture.  The  lowest  grades  of  this  building  were  furnished  with  settees, 
having  book  rests,  which  answer  a  very  excellent  purpose.  This  addition 
makes  another  first  class  school  house,  at  a  very  moderate  expense,  to  com- 
fortably seat  four  hundred  pupils,  with  rooms  all  well  ventilated  ;  closets 
convenient  to  each  room.  The  school  property  of  Norristown  is  becoming 
very  valuable  ;  the  locations  of  the  buildings  are  in  the  most  desirable 
parts  of  the  town. 

Pupils. — The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  year,  was  2,401  ;  average 
monthly  enrolment,  1,786;  average  daily  attendance,  1,562;  percentage 
of  attendance,  85,  a  decrease  of  one  per  cent.  This  decrease  was  caused 
by  the  scarlet  fever  which  prevailed  to  an  alarming  extent  among  the 
children  in  parts  of  the  town,  from  January  to  June.  Previous  to  the 
appearance  of  this  disease  the  attendance  was  as  good  as  could  be  expected. 
While  great  effort  seems  to  be  made  by  the  great  majority  of  pupils  to  be 
regular  in  attendance,  there  are  still  indifferent  ones  to  be  found.  Truants 
are  among  our  number.  The  question  often  arises,  what  is  the  best  that 
can  be  done  with  or  for  the  truants,  those  who  require  continual  watching 
to  be  kept  at  school  ?  Ordinary  punishment  does  not  answer  the  purpose, 
the  school  room  cannot  be  made  attractive  enough  for  them. 

It  might  be  well  to  have  a  school  of  reform  for  truants,  and  also  for  those 
who  seem  to  defy  all  rules  and  regulations  of  the  school,  and  are  a  constant 
worriment  to  the  teacher  as  well  as  annoj^ance  to  a  whole  school,  suspen- 
sion in  these  cases  does  not  answer  the  purposes  of  making  them  better.  • 

Free-hand  drawing  was  introduced  into  the  schools  shortly  after  the 
opening  of  the  fall  term.  The  progress  made,  taking  into  consideration 
that  the  subject  was  new  to  the  teachers,  was  beyond  expectation.  Where 
the  teachers  give  it  the  proper  attention,  it  becomes  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting studies  to  the  pupils.  Progress  has  been  made,  but  still  greater  is 
expected  the  coming  year;  teachers  will  be  better  prepared  to  give  in- 
struction in  it. 

Vocal  Music. — The  principals  of  music  are  taught  to  all  pupils  above  the 
primary  grades.  The  most  difficult  selections  are  read  with  ease  and 
rapidity.  The  singing  shows  that  this  branch  is  receiving  its  proper 
attention.  In  the  primary  grade  schools  songs  are  taught,  and  in  most 
schools  very  successfully. 

Lectures  on  physiology  were  delivered  each  week  by  Dr.  J.  K.  Weaver 
to  the  pupils  of  the  high  school  and  first  grammar  schools  with  great  profit 
to  those  pupils.  The  teachers  have  done  good  work  during  the  year.  The 
desire  to  bring  their  respective  schools  to  a  high  standard  has  not  been 
without  its  fruits,  as  was  shown  by  the  progress  of  pupils  at  the  examina- 
tions. A  greater  number  of  teachers  showed  a  disposition  to  go  beyond 
the  regular  text-book  in  giving  instruction  to  those  under  their  care.     The 
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new  basis  spoken  of  in  my  last  year's  report,  upon  which  the  high  school 
was  organized,  is  a  success.  Those  interested  in  school  affairs  turn  with 
much  pride  to  the  work  done  there.  The  untiring-  zeal  manifested  by  the 
principal  is  not  without  its  reward,  and  deserves  the  commendation  of 
every  one  interested  in  the  education  of  the  youths. 

Two  institutes  were  held  each  month.  The  first  Saturday  for  the  pri- 
mary teachers ;  the  third  for  all  those  above  the  primary  grades.  Two  ex- 
aminations of  pupils  were  held,  conducted  by  the  Superintendent,  one  in 
June,  the  other  in  January  ;  promotions  were  made  the  last  school  day  of 
each  of  the  above  months. 

Promoting  twice  a  year  is  still  adhered  to.  It  has  its  advantages  and 
disadvantages.  The  disadvantages,  especially  in  the  lower  grades,  do  not 
seem  to  justify  a  change  in  those  grades.  The  work  done  by  the  school 
officers  meets  with  as  much  approbation  as  can  be  expected.  There  are 
those  in  every  community  who  cannot  see  the  necessity  of  spending  so 
much  money  for  school  affairs,  having  but  little  knowledge  of  the  work 
accomplished,  they  are  incompetent  judges. 

The  citizens,  as  a  body,  are  with  those  who  favcr  the  advancement  of 
the  schools.  The  directors  give  much  attention  to  their  work,  and  the 
majority  of  them  spare  no  pains  to  make  the  school-room  as  pleasant  as 
possible  to  both  teacher  and  pupil.  The  board  lost  a  very  worthy  member, 
Mr.  A.  H.  Baker,  who,  owing  to  a  change  of  residence,  was  compelled  to 
vesign  his  office.  Mr.  B.  was  one  of  the  most  faithful  and  self-sacrificing 
members  for  oight  years,  always  ready  to  reward  the  meritorious  teacher, 
doing  all  in  his  power  to  raise  the  schools  to  the  highest  possible  grade. 
The  utmost  harmony  has  thus  far  existed  between  Superintendent  and  di- 
rectors ;  to  cause  this  harmony  and  satisfactory  working  to  continue  shall 
be  our  earnest  effort.  The  press  deserves  commendation  for  the  readiness 
to  publish  matters  of  interest  connected  with  the  schools,  thus  bringing  the 
public  to  know  something  of  the 'work  accomplished. 
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The  following  statistics  show  the  slow  but  gradual  increase  of  the  Nor- 
ristown  public  schools: 
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PITTSBURG— Geo.  J.  Luckev. 

The  schools  of  this  city  are  in  a  prosperous  condition  ;  and  while  much 
is  yet  to  be  done  in  order  to  attain  the  standard  aimed  at,  all  things  con- 
sidered, the  progress  made  within  the  last  few  years,  is  quite  satisfactory. 
The  greatest  improvement  is  in  the  primary  department,  which  constitutes 
about  the  lower  half  of  the  ward  schools.  The  Normal  department  of  the 
high  school,  together  with  training  school,  is  doing  a  good  work  in  furnish- 
ing a  number  of  well  qualified  yermg  teachers,  who  being  employed  for  the 
most  part  in  the  lower  grades,  give  to  the  primary  department  the  superi- 
ority which  is  manifest. 

The  higher  grades  of  the  ward  schools  are  not  improving  so  rapidly  as 
is  desirable,  and  our  want  in  this  respect  is  one  which  is  common  through- 
out the  State  and  nation,  well  qualified  teachers.  While  aspirants  for  the 
position  of  teacher  are  numerous,  those  having  the  ability  and  preparation 
to  teach  with  success  in  the  advanced  classes  ai'e  few.  There  is  a  lack  of  age, 
education  and  experience,  and  this  must  continue  until  we  have  more  of 
that  class  of  teachers,  who  look  upon  teaching  as  a  life  work  and  not  as  a 
temporary  expedient. 

The  high  school  so  long,  and  so  strongly  opposed  by  many  of  our  citi- 
zens, is  gradually  winning  its  way  into  public  favor.  This  is,  to  some  ex- 
tent, owing  to  its  division  into  departments.  It  now  contains  a  normal  de- 
partment, a  commercial  department  and  an  academic  department.  For  the 
short  time  the  normal  department  has  been  in  existence,  (about  two  years,) 
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it  has  done  exceedingly  well,  and  the  commercial  department  is  believed  to- 
be  one  of  the  best  commercial  schools  in  the  country.  It  is  thought,  by^- 
many,  that  the  academic  department  would  better  subserve  the  want  of  the- 
people,  by  being  separated  into  two  divisions,  a  classical  and  a  scientific. 

It  is  probable  that  this  will  be  done  before  long  and  then  the  school  will 
contain  four  departments — a  normal,  a  commercial,  a  classical  and  a  scien- 
tific. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  evening  schools,  there  was  opened  as  an  ex- 
periment during  the  winter  part  of  the  term  ending  June  1,  1874,  a  de- 
.  partment  for  instruction  in  mechanical  drawing.  This  proved  to  be  so  bene- 
ficial and  popular  that  during  last  term  three  schools  of  this  kind  were  kept 
open  for  about  four  months.  They  are  intended  for  the  special,  benefit  of 
the  young  men  employed  in  the  manufactories  of  the  city  and  are  called 
mechanical  schools. 

The  following  statistics  in  which  the  schools  of  this  year  ending  June  1, 
1875,  are  compared  with  those  of  last  year  ending  1874,  will  serve  to  show 
in  what  respects  and  to  what  extent  our  educational  affairs  are  gaining 
ground : 

Average  monthly  enrolment  in  1874  : — boys,  7,837  ;  girls,  7,777.  Total 
15,614. 

Average  monthly  enrolment  in  1875: — boys,  8,223  ;  girls,  8,049.  Total. 
16,272. 

Average  daily  attendance  in  1874: — boys,  6,489;  girls,  6,384.  Total 
12,873. 

Average  daily  attendance  in  1875: — boys,  6,907;  girls,  6,665.  Total- 
is, 572. 


POTTSYILLE— B.  F.  Patterson. 

But  few  new  features  have  been  introduced  into  our  schools  during  the 
last  year.  Perhaps  the  most  important  move  has  been  the  introduction  of 
drawing  in  all  our  schools.  In  January  the  directors  adopted  a  system  of 
drawing.  At  the  same  time  they  procured  the  services  of  a  professional 
teacher  to  instruct  our  teachers.  This  instruction  in  elementary  draw- 
ing extended  through  a  period  of  three  months — one  lesson  a  week. 
Each  teacher  going  to  their  several  schools  and  imparting  the  same  know- 
ledge to  the  pupils.  In  this  way  we  have  started  under  very  favorable 
auspices.  The  children  in  all  grades  have  taken  hold  of  the  work  in  good 
earnest. 

Our  board  employs  fifty  teachers  ;  twenty  of  these  are  engaged  in  the 
primary  schools.     The  work  in  these  schools  consists  in  teaching  the  pu- 
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pils  to  read  and  spell.  The  ground  gone  over  is  from  the  alphabet  to  the 
Fourth  reader.  The  average  time  is  two  years.  The  average  pupil  learns 
the  alphabet  in  two  weeks. 

They  then  spell  and  pronounce  about  four  thousand  words,  contained  in 
a  primary  speller,  which  requires  about  five  months  for  the  average  pupil. 
These  pupils  do  not  recite  in  classes,  but  individually.  By  experience  we 
find  that  pupils  of  that  age  prepare  their  lessons  much  better  when  they 
are  required  to  recite  alone,  consequently  the  teacher  saves  time,  and 
does  better  work  by  hearing  the  pupils  separately.  They  then  take  the 
First  reader,  and  in  five  months  read  through  it  twice.  At  the  end  of  the 
first  school  year  pupils  are  ready  to  enter  the  Second  reader.  During  the 
second  year  in  school  they  finish  the  Second  and  Third  readers,  taking 
about  five  months  to  each  one.  At  the  end  of  these  two  years  the  pupils- 
have  spelled  out  of  the  book  all  the  words  contained  in  the  speller  which 
they  had  the  first  year,  and  all  the  new  words  in  the  readers  through  which 
they  have  read. 

The  next  grade  is  the  "primary  advanced."  In  this  the  main  object  is 
reading  and  spelling.  The  Fourth  reader  and  Historical  are  the  books  used. 
In  this  grade  pupils  begin  to  write.  They  also  begin  arithmetic,  but  not 
so  as  to  interfere  with  reading  and  spelling.  The  arithmetic,  in  this  grade, 
goes  no  farther  than  to  read  and  write  numbers,  and  add  and  subtract. 
There  are  eight  schools  of  this  grade.  The  best  pupils  are  promoted  to  the 
next  higher  grade,  either  individually  or  by  classes,  at  any  time  during  the 
term  when  there  are  vacancies. 

These  schools  are  feeders  to  the  secondary  schools,  which  are  eight  in 
number.  In  this  grade  they  keep  up  reading  and  spelling  as  half  studies, 
while  arithmetic  and  geography  become  the  important  branches.  The  work 
to  be  accomplished  in  this  grade,  in  arithmetic,  is  as  follows  : — Fundamen- 
tal rules  of  arithmetic,  United  States  money,  reduction  (ascending  and  de- 
scending) and  compound  numbers.  Not  merely  to  solve  the  problems  in 
the  book,  but  they  are  to  be  prepared  to  solve  any  problem  that  would  pro- 
perly come  under  the  principles  gone  over.  The  most  of  the  time  is  spent 
in  working  miscellaneous  problems. 

The  geography,  in  this  grade,  consists  in  learning  to  bound  the  States 
and  territories  from  an  outline  map,  and  be  able  to  point  out  the  principal 
cities,  and  describe  the  important  rivers,  with  whatever  oral  instruction  is 
necessary  to  lead  them  to  this  work. 

The  time,  in  this  grade,  is  two  years.  These  schools  are  feeders  to  the 
sub-grammar  schools,  which  are  three  in  number,  and  taught  by  five  teach- 
ers. In  this  grade  pupils  finish  the  geography  of  the  western  hemisphere  : 
in  arithmetic,  through  common  fractions,  decimal  fractions,  percentage  and 
interest. 
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The  time,  in  this  grade,  is  two  years.  The  first  class  in  each  school  of 
this  grade  study  grammar,  and  as  a  preparation  for  entering  the  grammar 
school,  are  required  to  parse  and  analyze  any  simple  sentence,  with  all  its 
adjuncts. 

This  grade,  once  a  year,  sends  applicants  to  the  grammar  school,  where, 
in  two  years,  they  finish  all  the  branches  that  have  been  introduced  in  the 
lower  grades.  They  take  up  and  finish  United  States  history  ;  take  up  and 
finish  book-keeping,  and  go  to  quadratics  in  algebra.  This  school  has  four 
teachers.  The  principal  conducts  the  recitations  in  arithmetic,  algebra  and 
book-keeping.  One  teacher  hears  grammar  in  all  the  classes  ;  another  hears 
all  classes  in  reading  and  spelling,  and  another  hears  all  in  history  and 
geography. 


READING— Thomas  Severn. 

This  school  district  is  divided  into  six  divisions  or  sections,  and  the 
schools  of  the  districts  are  governed  by  a  board  of  directors,  consisting  of 
thirty-six-  members. 

The  number  of  schools  of  the  grammar,  secondary  and  primary  grades 
in  the  district  is  one  hundred  and  twenty,  taught  by  one  hundred  and  twenty 
teachers.  Besides  these  there  is  one  high  school  with  a  faculty  of  eight 
teachers. 

The  schools  are  graded  as  follows  :  One  high  school  for  both  sexes  ;  five 
grammar  schools  for  males,  five  for  females  and  one  for  both  sexes  ;  seven- 
teen schools  of  the  secondary  grade  for  males,  and  seventeen  for  females  ; 
thirty-five  schools  of  the  primary  grade  for  males,  and  forty  for  females. 

The  whole  number  of  different  scholars  belonging  to  the  schools  since 
the  beginning  of  the  term,  7,557  ;  the  average  monthly  attendance  during 
term,  6,344  ;  the  average  daily  attendance  during  term,  5,048,  and  the  aver- 
age per  cent,  during  term,  .85. 

The  attendance  of  pupils  of  the  different  grades  for  the  term  were  as 
follows : 

High  School. — Whole  number  of  different  scholars  enrolled  during  term, 
249  ;  average  monthly  attendance  during  term,  210  ;  average  daily  attend- 
ance during  term,  200  ;  per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term,  .92. 

Grammar  Schools. — Whole  number  of  different  scholars  enrolled  during 
term,  538 ;  average  monthly  attendance  during  term,  466  ;  average  daily 
attendance  during  term,  425  ;  per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term,  .89. 

Secondary  Grade. — Whole  number  of  different  scholars  enrolled  during 
term,   1,654;    average  monthly  attendance   during  term,  1,434;    average 
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daily  attendance  during  term,  1,176  ;  per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term, 
.83. 

Primary  Grade. — Whole  number  of  different  scholars  enrolled  during 
term,  5,116  ;  average  monthly  attendance  during  term,  4,234  ;  average  daily 
attendance  during  term,  3,247  ;  per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term,  .T7. 

The  whole  number  of  scholars  enrolled  in  1872  was  4,830  ;  daily  average, 
3,280  ;  showing  a  large  increase  the  past  three  years. 

The  number  of  teachers  in  the  employ  of  the  board  in  1872  was  112  ;  the 
number  in  the  employ  of  the  board  this  date,  128  ;  being  an  increase  of 
sixteen  teachers  in  three  years. 

Of  the  128  teachers,  five  are  males  and  123  females.  With  the  large  in- 
crease of  pupils  the  duties  of  teachers  have  also  increased,  and  to  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  these  duties  teachers  have  applied  themselves  to  the  study  of 
the  best  methods  of  instruction,  and  also  to  learn  to  properly  discipline  a 
school.  Teachers  are  required  to  be  well  qualified  for  all  the  duties  of  the 
school  room.  They  must  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  branches  to 
be  taught.  To  test  their  qualifications  and  efficiency  the  board  require  all 
teachers  in  their  employ,  except  those  who  hold  permanent  certificates,  to 
attend  the  annual  examination  of  teachers.  Teachers  knowing  they  will 
be  subjected  to  an  examination  review  their  studies,  and  thereby  better  qual- 
ify themselves  for  the  duties  of  their  profession. 

The  large  increase  of  scholars  since  1872  necessitated  the  building  and 
furnishing,  the  past  three  years,  three  first  class  school  houses,  each  of  suf- 
ficient capacity  to  accommodate  four  hundred  scholars. 

The  continued  increase  of  population  of  the  city  will  make  it  necessary 
for  the  board  to  build  more  school  houses  the  coming  year. 

The  Superintendent  visited  the  schools  in  the  district  regularly  during  the 
term  and  made  1,266  visits.  Themembers  of  the  board  visited  the  school 
monthly  and  made  497  visits. 

The  district  Normal  institute  for  the  improvement  of  teachers  in  methods 
of  teaching  as  well  as  instruction  in  the  higher  studies,  held  its  regular 
Saturday  morning  sessions  during  the  term.  The  average  attendance  was 
ninety. 
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SCR  ANTON— Joseph  Roxey. 

Educational  Progress. — Although  the  effects  of  the  school  board  diffi- 
cult}', referred  to  in  my  last  year's  report,  have,  during  the  year,  been  felt 
and  deplored  by  the  teachers  and  friends  of  public  education  in  the  dis- 
trict, there  has  been  educational  progress. 

A  three  storied  brick  school  house,  containing  six  large  and  four  small 
rooms,  and  capable  of  seating  comfortably  three  hundred  and  fifty  pupils, 
has  been  erected  in  the  Twelfth  ward,  and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at 
the  commencement  of  the  fall  term.  The  furniture  of  the  building  is  of  the 
most  approved  kind. 

The  increased  number  of  pupils  at  the  opening  of  schools  in  September 
last,  compelled  the  board  to  rent  and  fit  up  for  a  primary  department,  the 
German  Methodist  Church,  in  which  were  placed  one  hundred  and  fifty  pu- 
pils under  the  charge  of  three  lady  teachers,  one  principal  and  two  assist- 
ants. 

Teachers. — The  year  commenced  with  fifty-nine  and  ended  with  sixty- 
two  teachers. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  these  teachers  perform  their 
school  work  with  fidelity  and  zeal,  notwithstanding  the  discouraging  cir- 
cumstances of  a  want  of  harmony  in  the  board,  and  the  consequent  with- 
holding of  salaries  for  months  after  they  were  due. 

Local  Institutes. — These  were  held  twice  each  school  month  and  were  at- 
tended with  the  usual  regularity  and  interest  on  the  part  of  teachers.  Di- 
rectors and  citizens  were  frequently  in  attendance,  manifesting  interest  in 
the  exercises  and  discussions.  It  has  been  the  practice  for  a  number  of 
years  to  conduct  the  exercises  of  the  institute  in  three  divisions.  The 
teachers  of  primaries  A  and  B  constituting  one  division  ;  the  teacher  of  pri 
maries  C  and  D,  another,  and  the  teachers  of  intermediate  and  grammar 
schools,  a  third. 

Grades  and  Studies. — Some  changes  have  been  made  in  grades  and  stud- 
ies. The  study  of  geography  in  the  primary  department  has  been  aban- 
doned. Writing  in  copy  books  has  been  introduced  in  the  third  and  fourth 
grades  of  the  same,  and  the  grammar  department,  heretofore  consisting  of 
two  grades,  designated  A  and  B,  has  been  enlarged  by  the  addition  of 
grade  C. 

The  study  of  geography  is  confined  to  the  intermediate  and  grammar  de- 
partments. 

The  departments  and  grades  are  now  as  follows  :  1.  Primary  depart- 
ment, lour  grades,  A,    B,   C  and  D.     2.  Intermediate  department,  three 
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grades,  A,  B  and  C.     3.  Grammar  department,  three  grades,  A,  13  and  0. 
4.  High  school. 

From  present  indications  we  are  authorized  to  hope  that  the  coming  year 
will  be  one  of  harmonious  action  on  the  part  of  the  board,  and  conse- 
quently of  increased  efficiency  and  success  in  school  work. 


SHENANDOAII— G.  W.  Bartch. 

That  the  public  schools  of  our  borough  have  made  marked  progress  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  I  believe,  is  conceded  by  all  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  schools  as  they  were  one  year  ago.  Previous  to  that 
time  it  had  been  ascertained,  by  those  interested  in  the  common  schools, 
that  the  gradation,  discipline  and  general  arrangements  were  very  defec- 
tive. It  was  obvious  that  the  whole  system  must  undergo  a  change,  and, 
hence,  at  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  1874,  the  present  gradation  was  in- 
augurated, consisting  of  the  following  grades  and  number  of  schools  in 
each  grade  :  Two  junior  primary  ;  two  senior  primary  ;  three  intermediate  ; 
two  secondary  ;  two  grammar,  and  one  high  school ;  also,  one  mixed  school. 
Each  of  these  is  classified  according  to  the  scholarship  of  the  pupils.  Dur- 
ing the  present  term  the  number  of  schools  in  each  of  the  different  grades, 
excepting  the  grammar  and  high  schools,  will  be  increased.  The  pupils 
generally,  in  regard  to  scholarship,  are  not  yet  up  to  the  requirements  of  the 
different  departments.  It  will  require  considerable  time  to  carry  to  a  com- 
pletion our  present  arrangements,  as  some  very  important  branches  in  our 
course  of  study  have  been  very  much  neglected  in  the  past,  and  it  is  upon 
them  that  we  are  now  putting  some  stress.  Although  much  has  been  done 
within  a  short  time,  by  way  of  progress,  yet  there  remains  much  to  be  done, 
and  it  is  only  by  constant  perseverance  that  our  schools  will  reach  the 
standard  so  much  desired.  There  is  in  course  of  erection  a  new  brick 
building,  the  contract  price  of  which  is,  not  including  the  basement  and 
furniture,  $15,000.  It  is  being  well  finished,  and  when  completed,  will  be 
a  first-class  school  building.  It  is  expected  that  it  will  be  ready  for  occu- 
pancy by  the  first  of  November.  Two  of  our  other  school  buildings  are 
very  deficient  in  their  internal  arrangements  and  also  have  a  want  of  black- 
board surface.  We  have,  in  all,  four  school  buildings,  valued  in  round 
numbers,  at  $40,000. 

A  want  of  apparatus  in  all  the  departments  is  a  serious  hindrance  to 
progress.  The  value  of  apparatus  can  scarcely  be  over-estimated.  Our 
teachers,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  zealous  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties,  yet  there  remains  much  for  them  to  do  in  making  themselves  more 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  their  patrons  and  arousing  among  them  more 
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of  an  enthusiasm  for  the  advancement  of  their  children.  It  is  only  when 
teachers  and  parents  are  co-workers  that  we  can  attain  to  the  true  end  and 
object  of  the  public  schools. 

Many  of  our  citizens,  however,  are  very  enthusiastic  on  the  subject  of 
education.  The  teachers  of  the  more  advanced  grades  are  required  to  make 
out,  at  the  end  of  each  month,  a  monthly  report  for  each  pupil  who  must 
have  it  examined  and  signed  by  parent  or  guardian  and  returned  to  the 
teacher.  This  has  proven  very  satisfactory,  as  the  parents  and  guardians 
are  constantly  made  acquainted  with  the  doings  of  their  children.  Teach- 
ers' district  institute  is  held  twice  per  month  with  considerable  interest. 
I  must  not  fail  to  manifest  my  appreciation  of  the  kindness  and  courtesy 
shown  toward  me  by,  our  board  of  directors  during  the  past  year.  They 
have  been  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  progress  and  any  suggestions  that  I 
offered  relative  to  the  schools  have  always  received  their  due  consideration. 
It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  our  schools  may  continue  to  prosper  so  that  the 
parents  and  citizens  of  our  town  may,  ere  long,  be  enabled  to  full}'  realize 
the  benefit  and  merit  of  a  thorough  system  of  instruction. 


T1TUSVILLE— II.  C.  Bosley. 

The  number  of  children  in  attendance  upon  our  schools,  during  the  past 
year,  was  greater  than  during  any  previous  year.  The  increase  was  far 
beyond  our  anticipations,  and  consequently,  in  nearly  all  the  lowest  grades 
of  our  primary  departments,  the  pupils  were  in  attendance  only  one-half  of 
each  day.  Not  a  few  of  our  educational  writers  and  speakers  have  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  primary  pupils  will  learn  as  much  by  half-day  as 
by  whole  day  attendance.  These  gentlemen  must  speak,  I  think,  from 
theory  rather  than  from  experience.  Our  experience  in  this  matter  extends 
over  more  than  five  years,  and  we  have  had  many  opportunities  for  making 
very  careful  comparison  of  the  progress  of  half-day  and  whole-day  pupils. 
In  no  case  have  even  our  best  and  most  experienced  primary  teacher  been 
able  to  accomplish  with  half-day  pupils  more  than  two-thirds  or  three- 
fourths  of  the  assigned  work  ;  while,  with  whole-day  pupils,  the  whole  of 
the  assigned  work  is  easily  accomplished  and  reviewed.  We  have  ob- 
tained better  results  with  two  short  daily  sessions  for  primary  children, 
than  with  one  long  one.  Half-day  schools  are  always  unpopular,  and 
should  be  tolerated  only  from  necessity. 

No  changes  of  importance  were  made  in  the  curriculum  of  the  schools. 
While  the  attention  given  to  other  studies  was  not  lessened,  more  care  was 
bestowed  upon  language  lessons  and  music.  Of  our  method  in  language 
lessons  I  have  spoken  at  some  length  in  a  former  report.     Previous  to  the 
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beginning  of  the  term  just  ended,  the  teaching  of  music  was  not  under  the 
care  of  a  special  instructor,  but  was  conducted  by  eacli  teacher  in  her  own 
room,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  last  term  a  special  teacher  of  music  was  employed  to  give  institute  in- 
struction to  the  teachers,  and  to  teach  daily  in  the  grammar  and  high 
schools.  Her  salary  was  paid  b}7  the  proceeds  of  an  entertainment  given 
by  the  pupils  of  the  high  school,  assisted  by  a  chorus  of  two  hundred  voices 
from  the  other  departments.  Her  services  have  been  engaged  for  the 
coming  year,  and  the  expense  will  be  met  by  a  school  concert  in  the  fall, 
and  a  high  school  entertainment  in  the  spring.  This  arrangement  is  de- 
servedly popular,  as  thereby  the  pupils  are  provided  with  excellent  musical 
instruction,  without  any  draft  upon  the  school  fund,  and  the  patrons  of  the 
schools  are  afforded  opportunities  for  learning  the  advancement  of  the  pu- 
pils in  music  and  literary  culture.  With  proper  care,  such  entertainments 
do  not  interfere  with  the  regular  work  of  the  schools.  The  music  can  be 
learned  at  the  time  of  the  regular  daily  lesson,  and  the  literary  exercises 
should  be  selections  from  the  year's  work.  Not  many  small  cities  and 
boroughs  can  afford  to  pay  a  special  music  teacher  from  the  school  fund  ; 
but  very  many  of  them  can,  in  this  way,  give  to  their  pupils  the  best  of 
musical  culture,  and  to  the  people  very  excellent  entertainments. 

Our  second  year's  experience  with  a  steam-heating  apparatus  was  not 
more  satisfactory  than  during  the  previous  year.  During  the  severe  weather 
of  the  winter,  the  school  was  more  often  dismissed  on  account  of  the  cold,  than 
in  any  other  building.  This,  probably,  was  not  the  fault  of  the  method,  but 
of  the  means.  Additional  radiating  surface  will  be  provided,  and  the  ven- 
tilating apparatus  will  be  entirely  changed.  By  these  means  we  expect  to 
have  in  the  rooms  fresh  pure  air,  and  to  have  it  always  warm.  A  large  ex- 
penditure will  be  required  to  make  these  changes,  but  our  school  board  is 
composed  of  gentlemen  of  education  and  humanity,  and  they  are  deter- 
mined to  do  their  part  in  abolishing  the  present  wicked  custom  of  poison- 
ing teachers  and  pupils  in  unventilated  rooms,  or  of  slaying  them  by  drafts 
of  cold  air.  The  responsibility  of  remedying  this  evil  rests  not  with  pa- 
rents, nor  superintendents  nor  teachers,  but  with  the  boards  of  school  di- 
rectors. It  ought  to  be  as  illegal  and  as  odious  for  them  to  poison  children 
through  a  false  economy,  in  not  providing  ample  ventilation,  as  to  poison 
them  in  any  other  way.  Were  we  as  sensibly  affected  by  bad  air  as  we  are 
by  smoke,  we  would  soon  have  abundant  facilities  for  perfect  ventilation. 

The  general  condition  of  our  schools  is  one  of  continued  prosperity  and 
increasing  popularity.  At  the  present  time  there  is  no  non-sectarian  private 
school  in  our  city.  They  have  ceased  to  exist,  because  the  children  are  all 
in  the  public  schools.  The  uniform  backwardness  of  these  children  on  en- 
tering our  schools,  and  their  often  rapid  advancement  afterward,  have  done 
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much  to  gain  for  our  schools  the  enthusiastic  support  of  all  classes  of  our 
citizens.  Our  public  schools  are  evidently  marching  on  to  a  complete  con- 
quest of  the  popular  mind  and  heart. 


WILLIAMSPORT— M.  N.  Horton. 

During  the  last  school  term  of  eight  months  the  number  of  pupils  in  at- 
tendance (no  name  being  counted  more  than  once)  was,  males,  1,613; 
females,  1,640  ;  total,  3,313  ;  an  increase  of  62  over  the  total  of  the  pre- 
vious year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pupils  of  each  grade  in  the 
several  departments  : 


Department. 

Grade. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

High  School 

A 
B 
C 
D 
A 
B 
C 
A 
B 
C 
A 
B 

1 

4 

10 

11 

25 

36 

83 

130 

157 

299 

285 

632 

3 

4 

15 

19 

44 

42 

79 

104 

161 

256 

291 

622 

4 

Do 

Do 

8 
25 

Do 

30 

Senior 

69 

Do. 

78 

Do 

162 
134 

Do 

318 

Do 

555 

Do 

576 
1,254 

1,673 

1,640 

3,313 

The  average  monthly  attendance  was  2,764,  an  increase  of  241  over  that 
of  the  previous  year;  per  cent,  of  attendance  on  the  number  belonging,  84  ; 
an  increase  of  one  per  cent. ;  average  number  belonging,  2,442,  an  increase 
of  52  ;  monthly  average  of  pupils  not  absent,  578  ;  average  of  directors'  visits 
each  month,  53 ;  average  of  parents'  visits,  31 ;  average  of  Superintendent's 
visits,  156. 

The  improvements  in  systematic  grading  and  classifying,  and  in  methods 
of  instruction,  reported  last  year,  and  by  means  of  which  more  satisfactory 
results  were  secured  than  had  hitherto  been  reached,  have,  with  such 
further  improvements  and  additions  as  were  practicable,  been  continued, 
and  have  produced  results  still  more  gratifying ;  so  that  I  think  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  this  year  has  exceeded  any  previous  one  in  the  amount  and  the 
thoroughness  of  the  work  done. 

The  adoption  of  the  Spencerian  system  of  penmanship  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  new  form  of  writing  charts,  have  contributed  to  awaken  unusual 
interest  in  this  branch  among  both  teachers  and  pupils.  As  a  consequence 
the  pupils  have  advanced  more  rapidly,  more  surely  and  more  uniformly. 
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The  correctness  of  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  last  year's  report  "that  the 
pen  and  the  copy  book  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  pupil  as  soon 
as  he  enters  the  A  primary  grade,"  has  been  more  than  demonstrated.  A 
large  majority  of  the  pupils  of  that  grade  have  been  taught  to  write  not 
only  legibly,  but  with  a  fair  degree  of  elegance  and  conformity  to  system. 

The  subject  of  drawing  is  no  longer  of  debatable  importance  or  interest. 
It  has  been  taught  to  all  in  all  grades  and  by  the  regular  teachers  only.  The 
time  devoted  to  it  has  not  exceeded  an  average  of  from  eight  to  twelve 
minutes  per  day.  Yet  the  proficiency  attained  has  been  very  general  and 
of  a  very  encouraging  character.  There  is  now  no  subject  more  univer- 
sally popular  with  the  pupils,  and  it  seems  to  be  scarcely  less  so  among  the 
patrons.  It  is  to  me  very  evident,  however,  that  without  the  institute, 
where  it  received  special  attention,  and  where  instructions  drawn  from  the 
works  of  Professor  Walter  Smith,  master  of  art  education  for  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  others,  were  put  into  careful  and  industrious  j3ractice 
by  the  teachers,  our  efforts  for  the  most  part  would  have  ended  in  failure. 

The  study  and  practice  of  vocal  music  have  been  successfully  continued. 

The  use  of  Sheldon's  First  reader  in  the  B  primary  grades,  between  the 
primer  and  Parker  &  Watson's  First  reader,  has  proved  highly  acceptable 
and  advantageous.  So  also  has  the  use  of  Sheldon's  primary  reading  charts, 
wherever  they  have  been  supplied. 

The  study  of  the  German  language  has  been  pursued  by  forty-seven 
pupils,  of  which  twenty-five  were  of  the  senior  and  junior- departments  of 
the  Washington  building,  and  the  others  of  the  high  school.  Not  more 
than  one-fifth  of  the  whole  number  were  children  of  German  parents.  Not- 
withstanding the  fact  well  known  that  for  no  less  than  eight  out  of  the 
twelve  years'  course  in  our  public  schools,  the  study  of  German  may  be 
taken  by  any  who  wish  it,  the  above  statement  includes  all  who  have  to  my 
knowledge  asked  or  desired  to  study  German  in  any  of  the  schools,  with 
the  single  exception  that  one  gentleman  (a  German)  has  informed  me,  since 
the  close  of  the  schools,  that  he  had  desired  his  daughter  to  take  the  study 
oue  year  earlier  than  was  allowed  by  the  course  of  study. 

With  two  or  three  exceptions  the  schools  have  considerably  outdone  the 
attainments  of  the  last  year,  in  respect  to  general  good  order  and  discipline. 

Three  general  examinations  of  all  the  schools  have  been  held,  and  the 
averages,  showing  the  attainments  of  each  pupil,  have  been  carefully  tabu- 
lated and  preserved  for  future  reference. 

In  order  to  give  opportunity  to  the  teachers  to  prepare  themselves  more 
thoroughly  for  their  work,  a  teachers'  normal  institute  was  held  by  the 
Superintendent  for  the  two  weeks  next  previous  to  the  opening  of  the 
schools.  Twenty-five  teachers  were  in  attendance  the  first  day,  and  before 
ihe  sessions  were  closed  the  number  had  increased  to  forty-one.  Among 
14  School  Rsp. 
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the  subjects  considered,  theory  of  teaching  occupied  a  prominent  place. 
Arithmetic,  grammar  and  geograpy  were  suitably  reviewed,  and  numerous 
drills  were  given  in  reading,  drawing,  vocal  music  and  penmanship.  The 
influence  of  these  effects  in  producing  more  efficient  teaching  and  more 
judicious  management  in  our  schools  has  since  been  very  manifest  in  many 
Avays. 

The  meetings  of  the  district  institute,  held  regularly  on  alternate  Satur- 
days during  the  school  term  have  been  well  attended,  the  records  showing 
very  few  cases  of  absence  or  tardiness.  The  attendance  equalled  ninety- 
four  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  The  exercises  were,  as  a  rule,  spirit- 
edly conducted  ;  good  attention  and  disposition  to  earnest  work  generally 
prevailed. 

The  meeting  of  the  County  Institute,  at  Muncy,  occurred  at  the  holiday 
vacation.  About  fifteen  of  our  city  teachers  were  present  a  portion  of  the 
time,  a  few  of  whom  remained  during  the  whole  session.  The  attendance 
from  the  county  was  large  and  the  institute  was  in  all  essential  respects  a 
decided  success. 

The  high  school  has  been  sustained  under  difficulties,  prominent  among 
which  is  the  need  of  a  suitable  school  building.  The  rooms  lately  occupied 
have  been  almost  untenantable  in  consequence  of  the  disgusting  odor  of  a 
contiguous  stable. 

Our  school  accommodations  have  within  the  year  been  very  materially  in- 
creased and  improved.  The  Washington  street  chapel  has  been  purchased ; 
a  small  frame  school  house  has  been  erected  on  the  lot  of  the  Clay 
building ;  an  additional  school-room  has  been  rented  in  Newberry  ;  four 
rooms  in  the  Franklin,  two  in  the  Jefferson  and  two  in  the  Everett  building 
have  been  enlarged  and  improved  by  moving  partitions ;  and  new  desks 
and  seats  have  been  supplied  for  two  school-rooms,  besides  other  minor 
changes  and  additions. 


YORK— W.  II.  Shelley. 

In  presenting  my  fifth  annual  report  of  the  public  schools  of  Y'ork,  it  is 
my  pleasure  to  note  the  steadjr  advance  of  our  educational  work,  the  in- 
creased efficiency  of  our  schools  throughout  all  grades,  and  the  more  com- 
plete unification  of  our  school  system.  In  the  review  of  the  labors  of  the 
year,  there  is  much  to  encourage  and  much  to  stimulate  to  further  effort. 

Buildings. — One  of  the  sure  indications  of  progress  is  the  addition  of  two 
new  school  buildings,  which  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  opening  of 
the  schools  in  September.  The  better  facilities  thus  afforded  for  the  accom- 
modation of  our  schools,  without  crowding  any  room  with  pupils  to  such 
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an  extent  as  to  embarrass  the  teacher's  work,  mark  an  advance  movement 
of  which  the  board  of  control  and  an  approving  public  may  well  feel  proud. 
These  new  buildings  will  be  well  supplied  with  the  most  improved  and 
comfortable  furniture,  and  all  the  necessary  apparatus  will  be  provided  to 
aid  teachers  in  imparting  instruction. 

Teachers'  Institutes. — The  regular  semi-monthly  institutes  have  been  well 
attended  by  the  teachers,  and  the  result  of  these  meetings  for  conference 
and  instruction  has  been,  that  the  new  ideas  there  obtained,  have  been  ap- 
propriated and  used  with  great  benefit  to  the  schools.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  institutes,  a  special  lecture  was  given  on  the  alternate  Saturdays, 
twice  per  month,  for  the  advantage  of  young  teachers  who  needed  addi- 
tional facilities  for  qualifying  themselves  thoroughly  for  their  work.  Quite 
a  number  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded,  and,  as  a  re- 
sult, several  approximated  the  standard  for  professional  certificates  at  the 
annual  examination. 

Teachers. — Our  teachers,  as  a  class,  are  faithful  to  the  trusts  committed 
to  them,  and  work  together  in  great  harmony.  Most  of  them,  if  not  all, 
ai-e  readers  of  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal  and  other  prominent  educa- 
tional monthlies,  thus  evincing  their  interest  in  their  profession. 

Whilst  the  standard  of  provisional  certificates  was  considerably  ad- 
vanced at  the  annual  examination  held  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  June, 
the  average  reached  by  a  majority  of  teachers,  far  surpassed  that  of  former 
years. 

Examination  of  Pupils. — The  annual  examination  of  primary  schools 
was  held  during  the  month  of  April ;  of  secondary  and  grammar  schools, 
during  the  month  of  May. 

Every  examination  was  conducted  by  the  Superintendent.  The  presenoe 
of  members  of  the  school  board,  patrons  and  friends  of  education,  at  these 
annual  examinations,  was  encouraging  to  teachers  and  pupils.  The  num- 
ber of  visitors  (1,572)  far  exceeds  any  year  of  the  past. 

A  regular  system  of  book-keeping  has  been  established,  whereby  any 
pupil's  standing  can  be  definitely  followed  from  the  lowest  primary  grade 
to  the  completion  of  the  high  school  course. 

The  average  grade  of  each  pupil  is  carefully  entered  into  a  large  book, 
prepared  to  order,  termed  the  "annual  records."  This  book  will  furnish  a 
complete  history  of  our  educational  progress  for  twenty-five  years.  The 
"Roll  of  Honor"  and  "Roll  of  Merit,"  referred  to  in  a  former  annual  re- 
port, are  strictly  kept  in  each  school.  By  the  careful  use  of  these  incen- 
tives, we  have  largely  increased  the  percentage  of  attendance,  and  have  re- 
corded fewer  cases  of  truancy.  Seventy-four  pupils  have  been  present  in 
school  every  day  during  the  year.  One  hundred  and  fifty  have  been  ab- 
sent only  on  account  of  sickness. 
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te  High  School. — The  labors  in  this  department  have  been  marked  with 
unprecedented  prosperity.  The  pupils  have  been  specially  characterized 
by  their  correct  deportment  and,  with  few  exceptions,  by  close  attention 
to  study.  The  class  just  graduated  fully  sustained  the  reputation  of  the 
school  by  their  creditable  percentage  in  test  examinations  upon  the  entire 
course  of  study,  and  the  literary  excellence  of  their  closing  exercises.  On 
the  occasion  of  our  annual  commencement  we  were  glad  to  be  favored  with 
the  presence  of  Deputy  State  Superintendent  Henry  Houck,  who  enter- 
tained the  audience  with  a  pithy  and  appropriate  address;  after  which  he 
delivered  the  diplomas  to  the  class. 

It  is  specially  gratifying  to  find  that  so  many  of  the  graduates  of  our 
high  school  are  entering  the  teachers'  ranks.  Six  of  our  present  corps  have 
passed  regularly  through  our  schools  and  graduated  with  honor.  Two 
from  the  class  of  '75  are  about  to  devote  themselves  to  teaching,  and  others, 
now  pupils  in  the  high  school,  have  decided  to  enter  the  teacher's  profes- 
sion. A  special  Normal  class  «»f  those  in  senior  year,  wishing  to  teach, 
will  be  organized  and  instruction  in  "  Theory  and  Method  "  will  be  given. 
An  effort  was  made  during  the  year  for  the  enlargement  of  the  library,  and 
as  a  result  of  two  entertainments  given  by  the  pupils,  about  ninety  dollar* 
were  invested  in  new  books. 

Some  apparatus  was  purchased  during  the  year,  but  there  is  great  need 
of  a  larger  appropriation  to  meet  the  pressing  demands  of  the  department 
of  natural  science.  The  mineralogical  cabinet  is  steadily  enlarging,  whilst 
the  magnificent  charts  of  Prof.  Wheeler,  on  natural  history,  recently  sup- 
plied, have  awakened  a  new  interest  in  this  study. 

Drawing. — During  the  year  great  progress  has  been  made  in  this  depart- 
ment. The  crayon  specimens  made  by  pupils  on  blackboards  at  the  annual 
examinations,  as  well  as  those  furnished  in  drawing  books,  showed  remark- 
able precision  and  accuracy.  Whilst  the  eye  is  thus  trained  more  closely 
to  perceive,  an  aesthetic  taste  is  also  cultivated,  which,  in  many  instances, 
will  find  its  development  in  the  master  mechanic  who  can  draw  his  own 
plans,  or  the  amateur  artist  who  may  paint  from  nature. 

Music. — Whilst  this  department  has  been  too  much  neglected  in  the  past, 
we  can  record  commendable  improvement.  By  this  regular  training  of  the 
vocal  organs,  better  tones  of  voice  in  reading  are  secured,  articulation  has 
become  more  distinct,  whilst  an  air  of  cheerfulness  and  animation  has  been 
given  to  the  schools,  once  rendered  dull  and  sluggish  by  the  monotonous 
round  of  study  and  recitation. 

Reading,  Spelling  and  Writing. — Whilst  no  teacher  is  at  liberty  to  make 
a  special  hobby  of  any  one  branch  in  the  school  room,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  record  the  fact  in  this  report  that  the  leading  characteristic  of  most  of 
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our  schools  is  good  reading  and  good  spelling.  As  a  special  result  of  at- 
tention to  drawing,  marked  improvement  has  also  been  made  in  penmanship. 
The  time  was  when  these  fundamental  branches  of  an  education  were  of 
secondary  consideration.     Now  they  are  regarded  of  the  first  importance. 

General  Remarks. — Prominent  among  the  things  worthy  of  note  is  this, 
that  the  morals  and  manners  of  our  pupils  are  much  improved. 

Gentlemanly  deportment  and  respect  for  teachers  and  school  discipline 
are  found  where  disorder  and  lawlessness  once  prevailed. 

One  of  the  best  indications  of  an  advance  of  a  healthy  educational  sen- 
timent in  the  community,  is  the  increased  visitation  of  parents  to  the 
schools,  and  the  general  tone  of  the  press  which  has  given  "no  uncertain 
sound."  We  invite  fair,  open,  honest  criticism,  for  thus  may  present  defi- 
ciencies be  more  fully  made  known  to  us,  and  increasing  diligence  and  en- 
ergy be  employed  to  supply  them. 

The  new  course  of  study,  adopted  a  year  ago,  has  worked  admirably. 

When  the  new  buildings  are  occupied  in  September,  and  the  work  of- 
primary  grades  is  made  more  distinct,  better  results  in  this  most  important 
department,  may  be  expected. 

A  number  of  our  most  successful  primary  teachers  are  devoting  special 
study  to  Fraebel's  method  of  Kindergarten  instruction.  Thus  they  will 
learn  to  develop  the  nascent  powers  of  tender  minds  and  hearts  in  harmony 
with  nature. 

A  number  of  educators  from  abroad  have  recently  made  inquiries  into 
the  details  of  our  system,  and  have  gone  away  expressing  themselves  highly 
gratified  with  their  observations. 

Conclusion. — Whilst  much  work  has  been  done,  the  field  is  ever  enlarg- 
ing. The  soil  is  fertile  and  fruitful,  and  if  youthful  minds  and  hearts  are 
to  be  cultured  and  trained  for  a  life  of  usefulness  here  and  a  life  of  blessed- 
ness beyond,  there  must  be  timely  sowing  of  the  best  seed,  persistent  la- 
bor in  eradicating  every  noxious  weed  which  may  spring  up,  and  the  con- 
stant cultivation  of  every  plant  which  may  develop  into  a  glorious  fruitage. 
How  important  that  the  tillers  of  this  soil — the  teachers — should  be  devoted 
to  their  work  !  It  is  a  grand  privilege  to  be  a  laborer  in  this  vineyard,  and 
<>nly  sucli,  who  gladly  consecrate  their  best  energies  to  the  work,  should 
be  allowed  to  continue  in  it. 

To  the  board  of  control  for  personal  kindnesses  and  courtesy  shown  to 
me,  and  for  their  earnest  co-operation  in  my  ardous  labors;  to  the  daily 
and  weekly  papers  of  the  borough,  ever  ready  to  strengthen  the  cause  of 
popular  education,  and  to  a  generous  public  for  the  hearty  support  given 
to  the  work,  T  herewith  tender  my  sincere  thanks. 
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With  a  growing  tendency  on  the  part  of  our  people  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  advantages  afforded  by  our  schools,  and  with  unchanging  devotion 
of  school  officers  and  teachers  to  the  trusts  confided  to  them,  future  years 
will  record  yet  greater  advance  movements.  With  the  hope  that  we  may 
have  a  full  realization  of  what  is  yet  hut  the  ideal  in  our  plans  and  projects, 
we  gladly  anticipate  the  opening  of  another  school  year. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  THE 

SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Millersville,  September  28,  1875. 

Hon.  J.  P.  WlCKERSHAM, 

Slate  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction : 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Normal  school  law,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  State  Normal  school  of  the 
Second  district  for  the  school  year  ending  September,  1875  : 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  another  year  of  prosper- 
ity and  substantial  progress.  We  have  had  a  large  number  of  pupils,  have 
been  blessed  with  excellent  health,  and  feel  that  we  have  done  a  good 
year's  work.  Our  rolls  show  an  attendance  during  the  past  year  of  803 
pupils,  299  of  whom  were  ladies,  and  504  gentlemen.  The  number  in  at- 
tendance during  the  winter  session  was  448,  and  during  the  summer  session, 
655  ;  making  a  total  for  the  two  sessions  of  1,103  pupils.  The  number  dur- 
ing the  summer  session  exceeds  that  of  any  previous  year  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  school  ;  the  number  during  the  winter  session  was  smaller 
than  during  the  previous  year  and  thus  the  sum  of  the  two  sessions  is  less 
than  last  year.  Considering  the  financial  embarrassments  under  which  the 
country  has  been  suffering  and  the  multiplication  of  other  schools,  it  is 
gratifying  that  the  attendance  was  so  large  and  manifests  a  public  interest 
in  the  cause  of  education  very  encouraging.  It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that 
the  increased  attendance  of  students  in  the  summer  session  comes  from  the 
young  people  who  are  actually  teaching  in  our  public  schools,  while  the 
decrease  in  the  winter  is  more  particularly  from  homes  where  pupils  are  de- 
pendent upon  parents  for  their  education  and  support.  It  is  also  proper  to 
remark  that  our  catalogues  for  several  years  past  show  the,  largest  increase 
during  our  summer  session,  a  fact  creditable  to  our  common  school  teach- 
ers, who  are  thus  teaching  in  winter  and  saving  money  to  attend  the  Nor- 
mal school  in  summer,  and  thus  more  fully  to  qualify  themselves  for  their 
duties. 
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Graduates. — The  number  of  graduates  during  the  past  year  was  88  ;  of 
whom  14  were  ladies,  and  24  gentlemen.  One  of  these  graduated  in  the 
scientific  course,  the  others  in  the  elementary  course.  Three  gentlemen, 
namely  :  Deputy  Superintendent  Houck,  Deputy  Superintendent  Curry  and 
Mr.  Balentine,  received  the  practical  teacher's  diploma.  All  the  regular 
graduates  in  the  elementary  course  signed  the  pledge  to  teach  two  years  and 
received  the  appropriation  of  $50,  except  one  young  lady.  The  graduate- 
in  the  scientific  course  had  previously  received  the  appropriation  as  a  grad- 
uate of  the  elementary  course,  and  was  not  again  entitled  to  it.  Nearly  all 
of  the  class  secured  good  situations.  Three  of  them  were  retained  as  in- 
structors in  the  Normal  school,  and  one  returns  to  pursue  a  higher  course 
of  study,  and  we  expect  a  large  number  of  other  graduates  to  be  with  us 
again  next  summer. 

I  suggest  that  it  would  be  wise  to  allow  the  appropriation  of  $50  to  :i 
graduate  in  the  higher  course,  even  if  he  had  previously  graduated  in  the 
elementary  course.  It  would  be  an  inducement  to  many  young  men  and  wo- 
men, who  are  dependent  upon  their  own  earnings  for  a  livelihood,  to  return 
and  complete  a  higher  course  of  study,  and  both  the  profession  and  the  State 
would  be  greatly  the  gainers  thereby.  A  large  number  of  our  graduates 
arc  exceedingly  anxious  to  complete  this  higher  course,  and  are  only  de 
terred  by  pecuniary  considerations.  Last  summer  Ave  had  eleven  resident 
graduates  at  the  school,  pursuing  studies  of  the  scientific  and  classical 
courses,  and  the  $50  on  finishing  such  a  course  would  be  quite  an  induce- 
ment for  them  to  return  again  and  again  until  the  course  was  completed. 

Under-yr actuates. — The  number  of  under-graduates  who  were  preparing 
to  teach  and  drew  the  appropriation  of  fifty  cents  a  week  during  the  past 
year,  was  580.  They  were  all  members  of  classes  in  the  professional  course, 
and  received  a  careful  and  systematic  training  in  the  science  and  art  of 
teaching.  Besides  these,  there  were  quite  a  large  number  of  others  who 
were  members  of  these  classes,  who  had  not  reached  the  age  fixed  by  law 
to  be  entitled  to  an  appropriation. 

The  work  of  these  under-graduates,  as  teachers,  is  not  generally  under 
stood  or  appreciated.  The  tendency  is  to  judge  the  Normal  schools  by 
their  graduates  alone,  and  this  gives  only  a  partial  idea  of  the  work  and 
influence  of  the  system.  It  is  not  overstating  the  case  to  say  that  some  of 
the  most  important  and  valuable  work  in  the  common  school  is  done  by  these 
under-graduates.  Some  of  them  are  expecting  to  graduate,  and  are  teaching 
to  enable  them  to  complete  the  Normal  school  course ;  often  teaching  in  the 
winter  and  attending  school  in  the  summer  for  several  years  until  the  en- 
tire course  is  completed.  They  are  thus  putting  in  practice  in  the  schoi 
the  ideas  and  methods  acquired  before  they  graduated. 
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The  larger  number  of  these  young  people  cannot  afford  to  complete  the 
entire  course,  and  they  attend  only  for  one  or  two  sessions  to  fit  themselves 
for  teaching  in  the  ordinary  public  schools.  The  influence  of  the  work  of 
the  Normal  school,  through  this  class  of  pupils,  has  never  been  properly 
appreciated.  1  repeat  here  what  I  have  said  before,  that  from  these  under- 
graduates go  out  some  of  the  best  common  school  teachers  in  the  State.  I 
have  again  and  again  been  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  training  and 
culture  which  these  under-graduates  carry  out  and  put  into  the  public 
schools  of  the  State,  do  as  much,  if  not  more,  for  the  educational  interests 
of  the  Commonwealth  as  the  more  thorough  training  of  the  graduates  them- 
selves. Very  few  of  the  graduates  go  into  the  ordinary  public  schools ;  they 
are  principals  or  teachers  of  graded  schools,  &c.  ;  the  principal  common 
school  work  of  the  Normal  school  is  done  through  its  under-graduates. 

Academic  Pupils. — The  Normal  school  law  of  our  State  allows  pupils, 
who  are  not  preparing  to  teach,  to  enter  our  Normal  schools,  provided  none 
who  wish  to  be  educated  as  teachers  are  thereby  excluded.  Such  pupils 
are  called  academic  pupik.  It  is  a  constantly  recurring  criticism  of  the 
enemies  of  the  present  Normal  school  system,  that  this  class  of  pupils  con- 
stitutes a  large  element  in  our  schools,  and  that  the  money  of  the  State  is 
being  thereby  wasted  on  those  who  will  not  make  any  return  for  it  by  work 
in  the  public  schools.  For  the  information  of  such — though  I  fear  they  are 
just  the  ones  who  seldom  read  the  reports  of  our  Normal  schools — I  esti- 
mate the  percentage  of  academic  students  for  the  session  of  last  summer. 
There  were  655  students  in  attendance,  including  the  pupils  of  the  model 
school.  Deducting  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  model  school,  the  number 
who  were  not  here  long  enough  (12  weeks)  to  be  entitled  to  the  appropri- 
ation, and  the  number  who  were  too  young  (under  17  years)  to  receive  it, 
and  there  will  probably  be  left  50  students  out  of  the  655  who  did  not  come 
here  with  the  expectation  of  becoming  teachers  ;  in  other  words,  less  than 
eight  per  cent,  of  our  pupils  last  summer  were  purely  academic  students. 
Of  this  small  percentage,  a  large  number  who  did  not  intend  to  teach  on 
entering  the  institution,  catch  the  spirit  of  the  school  and  subsequently  join 
the  teaching  classes  and  fit  themselves  for  teachers.  Some  of  the  most 
cultivated  and  successful  teachers  who  have  gone  out  from  the  school  were 
of  this  class,  who  came  here  without  any  intention  of  teaching,  became  in- 
terested in  the  work  and  graduated  as  teachers.  Now,  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  these  purely  academic  students  draw  no  appropriation  from  the 
State,  that  the  percentage  is  so  small,  and  that  many  of  them,  under  the 
influence  of  the  spirit  of  professional  training  by  which  they  are  surrounded, 
are  induced  to  join  the  teachers'  profession,  their  presence  at  a  Normal 
school  is  hardly  a  fitting  subject  for  the  amount  of  criticism  that  has  been 
expended  upon  it. 
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Improvements  in  the  Course. — One  of  the  most  important  improvements 
contemplated  during  the  coming-  year,  is  the  adoption  of  a  course  of  study  by 
which  our  under-graduate  maybe  prepared  to  give  instruction  in  the  elements 
<t  some  of  the  sciences  not  required  by  law  to  be  taught  in  our  common 
schools.  It  is  clear,  I  think,  that  in  every  common  school  there  should  be 
lessons  on  the  elements  of  geometry,  botany,  astronomy,  natural  philoso- 
phy, etc.  The  necessity  of  such  instruction  must  be  apparent  on  very 
slight  reflection.  The  large  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  grad- 
uate from  our  common  schools  and  never  attend  any  others.  Their  educa- 
tion ends  with  the  common  school  course.  They  thus  go  out  into  life  with- 
out a  knowledge  of  the  simplest  ideas  and  truths  of  geometry  or  natural 
science.  It  is  on  this  account  that  there  are  so  few  persons  in  the  country 
that  do  not  know  the  difference  between  a  rectangle  and  a  parallelogram,  and 
cannot  distinguish,  by  name  at  least,  between  a  right  angle  and  an  oblique 
angle.  In  botany  they  cannot  even  name  the  parts  of  a  flower  ;  in  astrono- 
my they  cannot  tell  the  difference  between  a  planet  and  a  fixed  star,  or  give 
the  order  of  the  planetary  system,  and  are  entirely  deficient  in  the  know- 
ledge of  even  the  simplest  facts  and  principles  of  natural  philosophy.  That 
a  knowledge  of  such  things  would  be  of  great  value  to  them  in  life  and 
business  no  one  can  doubt ;  indeed,  very  great  inconvenience  must  often 
result  from  a  want  of  such  knowledge.  Now,  it  is  impossible  to  expect 
these  branches  to  be  formally  studied  in  our  public  schools.  There  is  at 
present  no  time  for  them,  and  no  suitable  text-books  if  there  were  time. 
The  only  thing  practicable  is  that  the  elements  of  these  branches  should  be 
presented  to  the  pupils  of  our  common  schools  in  oral  lessons  with  such 
illustrations  and  experiments  as  may  be  readily  extemporized.  In  order 
for  this,  the  teachers  must  be  qualified  by  a  course  of  instruction  in  these 
elements  themselves.  Many  of  these  branches  are  not  presented  in  the 
Normal  school  course  until  the  senior  year,  and  consequently  only  those 
pupils  who  graduate  are  competent  to  give  such  instruction  in  the  public 
schools.  But  most  of  the  teachers  in  these  schools  are  not  the  graduates 
but  the  under-graduates.  Something  then  should  be  done  to  qualify  the 
under-graduate  to  give  this  instruction  in  the  several  branches  referred  to 
above,  and  for  this  purpose,  it  seems  to  us,  we  should  require  the  pupils  in 
the  preparatory  course  to  study  the  elements  of  these  branches.  So  deeply 
have  I  been  impressed  with  this  idea,  that  I  contemplate  making  such  an 
addition  during  the  coming  year.  Just  how  I  can  engraft  it  upon  the  course, 
I  do  not  yet  see,  as  the  programme  is  already  crowded  ;  but  I  feel  that  the  in- 
terests of  our  public  schools  demand  that  the  matter  be  no  longer  delayed. 
The  course,  though  including  only  the  elements,  must  be  definite  and  sys- 
tematic, for  a  few  popular  lectures  upon  the  subject,  however  interesting 
for  pupils  to  listen  to,  will  not  qualify  them  to  do  the  actual  work      What 
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I  shall  attempt  is  to  qualify  all  our  under-graduales  who  are  prepared  to 
teach  at  all,  to  give  a  course  of  oral  lessons  in  the  elements  ol  tin-  several 
branches  above  mentioned. 

Improvements  in  Building. — The  most  notable  event  of  the  past  year 
with  us,  is  the  completion  of  the  improvements  which  we  have  made  in  our 
buildings.  The  long  promised  chapel  building  was  finished  and  dedicated 
last  spring.  That  which  had  been  my  dream  for  years,  became  realized  in 
the  substantiality  of  brick  and  mortar,  and  I  feel  profoundly  grateful  to  be 
able  to  so  report  to  the  Department.  This  new  building  gives  unity  and 
completeness  to  our  arrangements  for  the  accommodation  of  students.  It 
stands  between  the  two  buildings  known  respective!}7  as  the  ladies'  and 
gentlemen's  buildings,  which  are  related  to  it  as  wings,  and  is  accessible 
from  each  story  of  these  buildings.  It  is  123  feet  long  by  60  feet  wide, 
and  contains  the  chapel,  recitation  rooms,  etc.  The  lower  floor  contains 
the  kitchen,  dining  room,  and  a  room  for  the  meeting  of  the  board  of  trus 
tees,  calied  the  trustees'  room.  On  the  second  floor  arc  the  chapel,  princi. 
pal's  office,  book  room,  and  two  large  recitation  rooms.  On  the  floors 
above,  are  the  recitation  rooms,  and  two  rooms  for  libraries  for  the  two  lit- 
erary societies.  The  chapel  is  87  feet  long  by  56  feet  wide,  wainscoted 
with  ash  and  walnut,  and  the  walls  and  ceilings  frescoed  in  excellent  taste. 
On  the  ceiling  are  the  portraits  of  men  and  women  eminent  in  literature, 
art  and  education.  Literature  is  represented  by  a  portrait  of  Shakespeare; 
science,  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton  ;  female  learning  and  educational  labors,  by 
Mrs.  Somerville"  and  Mary  Lyon  ;  education  by  Horace  Mann  and  Dr. 
Burrowes  ;  while  in  the  middle  of  the  ceiling,  the'sentiment  of  patriotism 
is  represented  by  portraits  of  Washington  and  Jefferson.  Besides  these, 
there  are  symbolic  designs  and  classic  portraits,  etc.,  which,  with  the  neat- 
ness and  suitability  of  the  tints  chosen,  gives  us  a  room  not  surpassed  in 
beautj^  by  any  school  chapel  in  the  State.  It  is  furnished  with  heavy  wal- 
nut and  ash  settees,  and  will  conveniently  seat  from  1,000  to  1,200  people. 
The  entire  building  is  heated  by  six  large  hot  air  furnaces,  which,  for  ven- 
tilation and  certainty  of  heat,  are  regarded  as  superior  to  heating  with 
steam.     This  building,  including  the  furnishing  of  it,  cost  us  $48,300  32. 

By  the  erection  of  this  new  building,  the  old  chapel  and  recitation  rooms 
were  not  needed,  and  were  consequently  converted  into  students'  rooms, 
which  afford  accommodation  for  a  much  larger  number  of  boarding  pupils 
than  before  the  change.  This  change  was  made  last  spring,  at  an  expense 
of  about  $5,000.  We  also,  during  the  summer,  raised  the  gentlemen's 
building  one  story,  thus  greatly  improving  the  rooms  of  the  upper  halls, 
which  were  too  near  the  roof  for  comfort,  and  adding  also  several  new 
rooms.  To  supply  the  place  of  our  laboratory,  which  it  was  necessary  to 
destro}'  in  order  to  give  a  proper  location  to  our  new  building,  we  have 
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constructed  a  new  laboratory  in  the  upper  story  of  that  part  of  the  old  build- 
ing  next  to  the  natural  science  room  in  the  new  building,  connecting  the 
two  with  a  covered  passageway.  The  advantage  of  such  a  location  is  the 
convenience  of  access  from  the  natural  science  room,  where  much  of  the 
chemical  apparatus  is  kept,  and  where  the  classes  in  theoretical  chemistry 
are  taught,  and  the  facility  for  the  escape  of  unpleasant  gases  at  the  top  of 
the  building.  The  elevation  of  this  building,  including  all  the  improve- 
ments, cost  us  about  $9,000.  Besides  this,  we  put  into  the  gentlemen's 
building  hot  air  furnaces,  by  which  the  entire  building  is  now  heated  with 
hot  air.     We  have  now  in  our  buildings  twenty-six  hot  air  furnace^. 

These  improvements  which  had  been  contemplated  for  several  years  and 
which  I  had  frequently  promised  in  my  reports,  have  greatly  increased  our 
conveniences  and  facilities  for  the  work  required  of  us.  They  were  re- 
garded as  necessities,  or  else  our  trustees  could  not  have  been  induced  to 
attempt  them  during  the  financial  embarrassments  of  the  last  year.  The 
expenses  were  met  in  part  by  the  surplus  net  earnings  of  several  previous 
years,  the  $15,000  received  from  the  State  and  a  bonded  debt  of  $20,000, 
which  by  the  further  liberality  of  the  State  combined  with  our  own  eco- 
nomical management,  we  hope  to  be  enabled  to  pay  off  in  a  few  years. 

In  closing  this  report  I  feel  to  express  my  gratitude  to  our  board  of 
trustees  who  with  liberal  spirit  and  wise  foresight  have  so  cordially 
adopted  and  carried  out  my  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  our 
school,  and  who  have  thus  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  trust  commit- 
ted to  them.  Though  they  entered  upon  this  last  series  of  improvements 
with  that  natural  hesitation  which  belongs  to  business  men  who  wish  to  be 
sure  of  the  means  to  defray  expenses  to  be  incurred,  yet  when  once  in  it 
they  manifested  an  interest,  liberality  and  zeal,  not  only  commendable,  but 
almost  surprising.  You  may  rest  assured  that  they  feel  a  laudable  pride 
in  the  monument  which  they  have  erected  for  themselves. 

I  also  desire  to  express  my  very  high  appreciation  of  the  completeness 
and  excellence  of  the  supervision  of  these  schools  by  the  State  authorities. 
To  the  wisdom  and  influence  of  the  present  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction is  due  to  a  large  extent  the  efficiency  of  the  Normal  school  work 
of  the  State.  The  inspiration  of  his  devotion  to  the  cause,  the  courage 
with  which  he  exacts  a  faithful  performance  of  duty,  the  influence  of  his 
annual  visitations  of  the  schools,  and  the  high  standard  of  qualifications 
wdiich  he  encourages  and  requires,  all  exert  an  influence  on  the  work  of 
the  schools  which  tends  largely  to  their  improvement  and  the  increased  ex- 
cellence of  their  work.  A  change  in  the  officer  would  have  been  univers- 
ally regretted  by  our  Normal  schools,  and  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
my  gratitude  to  our  able  Executive  for  his  wisdom  in  re-appointing  so  com- 
petent an  officer  and  one  who  contributes  so  much  honor  to  his  administra* 
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tion.     Grateful  for  the  past  and  encouraged  by  the  promises  of  the  future, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  truly  yours, 

EDWARD  BROOKS,  Principal. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  THE 
TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 

Edixboro',  September  14,  1875. 

IIOX.  J.  P.   WlCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  Public  Instruction  : 

Dear  Sir  : — It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  another  year  of  pros- 
perity for  the  Normal  school.  From  the  statistical  report  already  on  file  in 
your  office  you  will  learn  that  during  the  year  the  whole  number  of  students 
enrolled  was  862,  of  which  416  were  males  and  446  were  females 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  no  body  of  students  in  the  State 
was  more  diligent,  studious,  energetic,  teachable,  or  more  in  hearty  sym- 
pathy with  the  instructors  and  other  school  officers.  Our  aims,  plans  and 
methods  remain  substantially  as  explained  in  previous  reports.  We  believe 
that  education  is  a  training  calculated  to  make  the  most  of  a  child's  powers 
of  sense  and  intellect,  to  set  him  on  the  right  road  to  his  highest  develop- 
ment as  a  thinker  and  a  doer,  while  making  him  acquainted  with  the  best 
results  of  human  labor,  especially  in  the  field  to  which  he  proposes  to  de- 
vote his  energies.  We  think  that  at  school  the  child's  powers  of  percep- 
tion should  be  trained,  the  ability  to  observe  and  reflect  cultivated,  and 
right  habits  of  getting  and  expressing  knowledge  be  formed.  We  there- 
fore aim  at  independent  self-reliant  study  and  recitation.  Our  ideal  stu- 
dent is  industrious,  diligent,  hard-working,  systematic,  prompt,  single- 
hearted. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  faculty  the  year  was  one  of  marked  improvement 
in  discipline,  in  study,  in  teaching,  in  recitation  and  in  general  health.  As 
stated  last  year,  we  make  the  developing  of  character  a  distinct  aim.  We 
give  more  or  less  time  to  this  every  day.  As  samples  of  our  instructions 
in  this  department  I  enclose  brief  extracts  of  our  exercises,  and  a  copy  of 
the  card  we  now  give  to  each  of  our  students. 

The  proposed  new  building  mentioned  in  the  report  of  last  year  is  just 

completed.     It  is  a  substantial  edifice,  56x90  feet  on  the  ground  and  two 

stories  in  height,  with  basement  and  attic.     The  lower  story  will  be  used 

for  our  model  school  and  the  upper  for  a  hall.     The  furniture  will  be  placed 

in  it  soon,  and  we  hope  to  dedicate  the  building  next  month,  at  which  time 

we  wish  to  see  the  whole  School  Department  here,  and  to  have  them  take 

part  in  the  dedicatory  services. 

With  great  respect,  yours  truly, 

J.  A.  COOPER. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OP  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OP  THE 

FIFTn    DISTRICT. 

Mansfield,  Tioga  County,  Pa.,  September  17,  1875. 

Hon.  J.  1'.  WlCKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction ; 

Sib  : — 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Normal 
school  for  the  Fifth  District,  for  the  school  year  ending  July  15,  1875  : 

Statistics. — The  report  submitted  to  you  by  the  board  of  trustees  gives 
the  statistics  as  required,  and  the  necessary  details  regarding  number  of 
students,  number  of  graduates,  number  of  students  strictly  professional  and 
taking  State  aid,  are  there  given. 

The  exact  standing  of  the  school  financially  is  also  stated  ;  its  debts  se- 
cured b3r  mortgage,  and  floating  debt  being  accurately  given.  I  resumed 
my  old  position  as  principal  of  the  school  with  the  opening  of  the  present 
school  3rear,  hence  my  report  will  be  brief. 

New  Building. — The  new  building  was  occupied  for  the  first  time  during 
the  last  school  year,  it  having  been  dedicated  with  appropriate  exercises 
at  the  opening  of  the  year.  The  building  contains  the  dining-room,  kitchen, 
steward's  family  and  office  rooms,  rooms  for  servants,  model  school  room, 
society  rooms,  class  rooms,  rooms  for  lady  teachers,  and  rooms  for  100  ladj- 
students,  giving  them  excellent  accommodation. 

The  Old  Building. — The  old  building  contains  chapel,  principal's  office 
and  family  rooms,  library  and  cabinet  rooms,  reading  rooms,  class  rooms, 
rooms  for  teachers,  and  rooms  for  100  gentlemen  students.  We  can  now 
accommodate  200  boarders,  and  are  able  to  give  as  good  accommodations 
as  are  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  other  Normal  schools  of  the  State,  so  far  as 
size  of  room  is  concerned. 

These  excellent  accommodations  are  highly  appreciated  by  the  students, 
and  are  aiding  very  much  in  securing  good  order  and  good  deportment  in 
the  school. 

Model  School — We  now  have  a  model  school  in  connection  with  the  Nor- 
mal school,  and  confidently  expect  all  the  good  results  which  may  reason- 
ably be  expected  in  the  training  the  members  of  the  graduating  class  will 
receive. 

The  present  Faculty.— The  faculty  is  now  as  follows  :  Charles  II.  Ver- 
rill,  principal,  Science  and  Art  of  Teaching;  Joseph  C.  Doane,  Natural  Sci- 
ence ;  William  II.  Bradford,  Mathematics ;  Miss  Mary  J.  Tomlinson,  pre- 
ceptress, Latin  and  English  Literature ;  Miss  Eliza  J.  Shaw,  Principal  of 
Model  school ;  Miss  Dora  V.  Woodruff,  History  and  Orthography ;  March 
C.  Baker,  Instrumental  and  Vocal  Music,  Drawing  and  Penmanship.     My 
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associates  are  men  and  women  earnest  in  the  work  of  teaching,  desiring  to 
do  their  whole  dnty ;  for  the  success  of  the  school  I  rely  upon  them,  and 
together  we  hope  to  labor  and  sustain  the  reputation  the  school  has  en- 
joyed for  so  many  years. 

Change  in  the  Law  relative  to  the  election  of  Trustees.— The  change  in  the 
law  gives  good  satisfaction,  in  that  the  trustees  are  now  to  be  elected  for 
a  term  of  years,  only  one-third  going  out  each  year  ;  the  State  having  the 
representation  it  now  has,  is  also  considered  a  good  feature  of  the  law. 

What  the  Trustees  have  done. — The  trustees  have  labored  hard  for  the 
school ;  they  are  deserving  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  the  zeal  and  interest 
manifested,  not  only  in  completing  the  new  building,  but  in  changing  and 
repairing  the  old  building,  giving  facilities  for  supplying  both  buildings 
with  water,  and  attending  to  the  many  wants  of  such  an  institution  of 
learning. 

They  earnestly  hope  the  Legislature  of  1876  will  grant  a  State  appropria- 
tion which  will  pay  the  present  indebtedness  incurred  in  erecting  the  new 
building  and  furnishing  the  same. 

Recommendations. — 1.  I  respectfully  recommend  to  the  board  of  Princi- 
pals that  we  have  a  uniform  entrance  examination  in  all  the  schools. 

2.  I  recommend  that  the  Junior  classes  in  all  the  schools  be  examined 
by  the  State  Board  of  Examiners,  and  that  when  deemed  qualified,  certifi- 
cates of  membership  be  given  them  for  admission  to  the  senior  class. 

3.  I  also  recommend  that  the  State  appropriation  be  increased  to  $1  per 
week,  and  that  those  16  years  of  age  be  entitled  to  the  aid. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  VERRILL. 


REPORT  OP  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  THE 
THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Kutztown,  Pa.,  September  18,  1875. 
To  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction : 

Dear  Sir  : — In  rendering  this,  my  fourth  annual  report,  I  desire  to  make 
special  mention  of  the  following  twelve  items  of  interest : 

1.  The  Continued  Healthful  Growth  of  our  School. — In  1872  we  reported 
330  students  ;  in  1873,  367  ;  in  1874,  507  ;  and  this  year,  516  That  the  in- 
crease this  year  is  not  as  large  as  last,  is  owing  to  the  circumstance  only, 
that  our  capacities  for  the  accommodation  of  students  were  completely  ex- 
hausted a  year  ago.  Many,  who  came  from  a  distance,  had  to  be  sent 
away  for  want  of  accommodations  in  the  building,  or  were  obliged  to  board 
15  School  Rep. 
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at  a  hotel,  which  was  unsatisfactory  to  us  and  them.  As  this  fact  became 
known,  many  who  could  not  enter  early  in  the  spring,  went  to  other 
schools,  as  the  report  reached  them,  that  we  were  crowded  to  the  utmost 
of  our  capacity.  Notwithstanding  this  drawback,  we  registered  a  larger 
number  last  year  than  ever  before.  Could  we  have  stated  to  our  people 
that  we  had  buildings  to  accommodate  one  hundred  more,  we  would  have 
swelled  our  number  this  much,  without  making  any  special  exertion. 

2.  The  Permanent  Character  of  our  Board  of  Instruction. — No  material 
changes  have  been  made  in  our  faculty.  Our  board  of  trustees  have  taken 
special  interest  in  filling  all  chairs  with  first-class  instructors.  The  results 
have  been  so  satisfactory,  that  they  determined  to  retain  all  the  teachers 
regardless  of  expense.  The  frequent  changes  of  teachers  exert  a  most 
deleterious  influence,  and  hence  we  have  tried  to  avoid  them.  We  have 
succeeded  in  doing  this  and  the  prospect  is,  that  for  many  years  to  come, 
no  important  changes  will  take  place. 

3.  Our  Finances  are  in  a  very  Satisfactory  Shape. — Our  income  from 
boarding  and  tuition  has,  during  the  few  last  years,  by  economical  manage- 
ment, exceeded  our  expenditures  so  that  we  have  been  enabled,  not  only  to 
erect  additional  buildings,  and  make  the  necessary  improvements  and  re- 
pairs, but  also  to  liquidate  our  indebtedness  so  far  that  but  a  few  thousand 
dollars  will  remain  at  the  end  of  another  year. 

4.  Our  intercourse  as  officers  and  teachers  has  been  of  the  most  pleasant 
and  peaceful  character.  The  deliberations  of  the  board  of  trustees  have 
been  entirely  harmonious,  and  unmarred  by  a  single  jar  or  disagreement. 
The  same  is  also  true  of  the  instructors,  and  the  relations  existing  between 
them  and  the  students  have  been  most  cordial. 

5.  The  discipline  of  the  school  and  the  moral  character  of  the  students 
have  been  unexceptional.  Though  the  Jeffersonian  maxim,  that  that  is  the 
best  government  Avhere  there  is  the  least  governing,  has  been  in  practice 
for  years  here,  and  consequently  the  discipline  of  the  school  entrusted  to 
the  students  themselves,  in  a  very  large  measure,  yet  have  there  been  no 
cases  calling  for  the  exercise  of  any  measures,  other  than  mere  suggestions 
and  appeals,  on  the  subject  of  proper  conduct  during  the  year. 

0.  The  Prompt  Settlement  of  all  Bills. — The  bills  due  the  institution  from 
students  have  been  promptly  settled  regardless  of  the  stringency  of  the 
times.  What  is  perhaps  most  of  all  a  matter  for  congratulation,  is  the  fact 
that  the  institution  has  not  lost  a  single  dollar  from  those  who  are  prepar- 
ing to  become  teachers. 

7.  The  Large  Proportion  of  the  Graduates  who  Devote  Themselves  to 
Teaching. — The  assertion,  so  often  made  by  those  who  arc  not  favorably 
disposed  to  Normal  schools,  that  Normal  school  graduates  do  not  devote 
themselves  to  teaching  after  they  have  received  the  graduating  fee  is  tin- 
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true  and  unjust.     Nine-five  per  cent,  of  our  graduates  are,  upon  a  recent, 
careful  examination,  found  in  the  field  doing  effective  work  as  teachers. 

8.  The  Steady  Increase  of  our  Graduating  Glasses  in  the  Number  of  Mem- 
bers.— In  1872  but  three  were  graduated,  in  1873  also  only  three,  in  1874 
eighteen,  in  1875  twenty,  while  the  class  of  next  year  will  be  larger  still.  , 
This  is  an  index  of  the  healthful  internal  growth  of  the  school.  Formerly 
the  bulk  of  students  was  of  a  very  temporary  character,  many  remaining 
but  one  term,  and  often  only  until  they  had  passed  a  successful  examina- 
tion by  their  County  Superintendent  and  obtained  certificates.  The  great 
majority  of  those,  who  have  attended  during  the  past  year  or  two,  come 
with  the  determination  to  stay  as  long  as  possible. 

9.  The  Unreserved  and  Hearty  Co-operation  of  the  Superintendents. — The 
Superintendents  of  our  normal  district,  and  those  of  adjoining  counties  are 
firm  believers  in  the  Normal  school  system,  and,  consequently,  give  their 
Normal  school  a  hearty  support.  This  they  do  by  encouraging  teachers  to 
attend  the  school,  and  by  calling  on  the  professors  of  the  school  to  render 
assistance,  and  give  instruction  at  their  institutes  and  educational' gather- 
ings, thus  giving  a  moral  support  to  the  school  which  is  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial character. 

10.  The  Deep  Interest  Manifested  in  the  School  by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
— The  board  consists  of  intelligent  and  eminently  successful  business  men, 
men  like  Hon.  H.  H.  Schwartz,  Rev.  B.  E.  Kramlich,  Col.  T.  D.  Fister, 
Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst,  Dr.  C.  A.  Gerasch,  A.  J.  Fogel,  J.  S.  Wink,  Fred. 
Lauer,  Jonas  Hoch,  Geo.  J.  Kutz,  J.  L.  Nutting,  Daniel  Dietrich,  Elijah 
DeTurk,  tJlrich  Miller,  Jonathan  S.  Bieber,  David  Schaeffer,  Daniel  Hot- 
tenstein  and  George  Bieber,  Esquires,  who  by  the  judicious  administration 
of  affairs,  have  given  the  school  its  high  reputation.  Their  meetings  are 
regularly  held  and  well  attended.  Every  cent  received  and  expended  is 
properly  accounted  for  by  them,  and  no  measure  for  the  improvement  of 
the  school  asked  for  by  the  principal  or  the  faculty  is  refused. 

11  The  Attention  Bestowed  Upon  the  Study  of  Language.— In  the  depart- 
ment of  the  English  language  and  literature,  so  ably  conducted  by  those 
who  have  charge  of  the  department,  very  gratifying  results  have  been  ob- 
tained during  the  past  scholastic  year.  In  the  ancient  languages,  upon 
which  study  special  attention  is  bestowed,  and  students  encouraged  to  en- 
gage in  it,  very  satisfactory  results  have  been  obtained.  The  number  of  clas- 
sical students  has  been  greatly  increased.  Besides,  those  who  have  entered 
different  colleges  from  our  institution  have  been  highly  complimented  for 
their  proficiency.  The  beautiful  and  eminently  practical  German  language 
also  receives  special  attention,  and  a  large  and  flourishing  German  literary 
society  is  connected  with  the  institution. 
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12.  Tlie  Liberal  'Treatment  Which  tlie  School  Has  Received  at  the  Hands- 
of  an  Intelligent  1'bblic. — This  has  not  only  been  extended  to  us  as  pecuni- 
ary, but  what  is  of  infinitely  more  value  as  moral,  patronage.  Professional 
men,  and  especially  the  clergy  of  all  denominations,  have  left  no  opportu- 
nity unemployed  to  speak  well  of  us.  The  press  of  our  own  and  surround- 
ing' counties  has  favored  us  above  measure.  For  all  these  tokens  of  kind- 
ness and  the  prosperity  which  we  have  enjoyed,  we  thank  our  friends  and 
especially  the  "  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,"  and  we  shall  ever 
endeavor  to  fulfill  the  expectations  of  those  who  look  upon  us  with  interest 

and  appreciation. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

A.  R.  IIORNE. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  THE 

SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  Sept.  11,  18*15. 

Hon.  J.  P.  WlCKERSIIAM, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  : 

Dear  Sir  : — 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  State 
Normal  school,  of  the  Sixth  district,  for  the  academic  year  ending  June 
29,  1875. 

The  year  was  in  all  respects  the  most  successful  one  in  the  history  of  the 
school,  both  as  to  number  of  students  in  attendance  and  the  footing  of  our 
Balance  sheet ;  and  had  this  report  been  written  two  weeks  ago,  I  could 
have  reported  our  prospects  for  the  coming  year  as  most  flattering. 

Each  term  of  the  year  showed  a  marked  increase  in  the  number,  and  ma- 
turity of  the  pupils  ;  and  the  number  anxiously  pressing  forward  into  the 
.regular  Normal  course  showed  marked  increase  in  the  popularity  of  this 
-department  of  the  school.  Numbers  of  young  men  looking  forward  to  a 
college  course,  or  an  early  entrance  into  active  business  life  ;  and  numbers 
of  young  men  and  women,  with  no  definite  object  before  them,  attending 
school  because  sent  there  by  those  having  the  proper  authority  over  them, 
were  observed  suddenly  to  change  their  habits  of  study  and  regularity  in 
attendance,  and  enter  enthusiastically  upon  the  prescribed  course  of  study, 
with  a  view  to  graduating  in  regular  order  of  the  classes,  and  joining  the 
noble  army  of  teachers  now  doing  strong,  efficient  and  progressive  work 
for  the  present  and  future  educational  welfare  of  the  Commonwealth.  This 
directing  influence  over  the  habits  and  pursuits  of  students,  we  believe  to 
be  one  of  the  good  results  naturally  growing  out  of  the  work,  now  being 
carried  forward  in  our  Normal  schools,  and  not  secured  to  the  same  extent 
in  any  other  grade  of  schools. 
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The  improvements,  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  were  carried  forvv^l  to 
completion  during  the  fall  term,  and  proved  to  be  a  great  source  of  com- 
fort, convenience  and  economy  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The  aque- 
duct, constructed  from  a  spring  on  a  neighboring  elevation  to  the  school 
buildings,  furnished  the  school  with  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  soft  water, 
and  the  re-adjustment  of  the  heating  apparatus  proved  a  fine  success.  The 
dormitories  were  kept  abundantly  warm  for  comfort  by  day,  and  health  by 
night ;  and  the  halls,  during  almost  any  hour  of  the  day,  were  sufficiently 
warm  for  one  to  sit  in  and  study  if  he  desired.  Our  experience  with  our 
steam  heating  apparatus  last  winter,  inclines  us  decidedly  to  this  mode  of 
heating  large  school  buildings. 

Among  the  encouraging  features  in  the  condition  of  the  school  to  the 
trustees,  faculty  and  friends,  in  addition  to  the  favorable  condition  of  its 
finances,  was  the  increase  in  numbers  in  the  more  advanced  classes  with 
each  succeeding  term  of  the  year.  Our  last  graduating  class  numbered 
eighteen,  and  we  have  entered  a  much  larger  class  for  graduation  the  pre- 
sent jear.  Each  department,  including  the  departments  of  vocal  music, 
drawing  and  physical  culture,  which  branches  are  now  taught  without  ex- 
tra charge  to  every  member  of  the  school,  was  satisfactorily  sustained  dur- 
ing the  year. 

The  present  term  opened  with  flattering  prospects.  Our  rooms  were  all 
filled  with  students,  and  we  were  daily  receiving  applications  for  new  stu- 
dents, when  suddenly,  on  the  4th  of  September,  only  ten  days  after  the 
opening  of  the  falLterm,  a  calamity  came  upon  us  by  the  complete  destruc- 
tion of  our  dormitory  building  by  fire. 

The  cause  of  the  fire  is  unknown.  When  discovered  it  was  in  the  fourth 
story,  between  the  inner  wall  and  the  Mansard  roof.  It  being  Saturday 
afternoon,  most  of  the  students  were  away  from  the  building,  at  the  time 
of  the  fire.  Though  plenty  of  water  was  near  at  hand,  every  effort  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  the  flames  proved  unavailing.  Most  of  the  school  furniture, 
however,  the  pianos,  the  school  library,  and  the  personal  property  of  stu- 
dents, was  saved  by  the  heroic  and  persevering  efforts  of  students  and  citi- 
zens. Students  were  immediately  furnished  with  homes  in  private  families, 
and  in  two  days'  time  the  school  was  running  again  as  usual,  in  the 
chapel  building.  A  citizens'  meeting  was  called  at  the  court  house  on 
Monday  morning  succeeding  the  fire,  at  which  $300  were  raised  for 
the  relief  of  those  students  whose  rooms  were  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity of  the  origin  of  the  fire,  and  who  lost  quite  heavily  in  clothing  and 
books.  A  resolution  was  also  passed  to  immediately  rebuild,  and  a  com- 
mittee for  obtaining  subscriptions  was  appointed.  Ten  thousand  dollars 
was  soon  after  pledged  by  twenty-five  citizens  for  the  new  building. 
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Mie  insurance  money,  amounting  to  $30,000,  has  been  already  received. 
The  board  of  trustees  have  endorsed  the  action  of  the  citizens  by  resolving 
to  rebuild  forthwith,  and  a  building  committee  has  been  appointed  to  re- 
ceive proposals  and  have  a  general  supervision  of  the  work.  The  bricks  in 
the  old  building  have  been  mostly  cleaned  and  put  away  into  piles,  and  the 
rubbish  is  being  rapidly  gathered  up  and  hauled  away.  The  plan  of  the 
now  building  is  nearly  perfected,  and  it  is  expected  the  work  of  erecting 
the  walls  will  commence  within  the  next  two  weeks.  It  is  proposed  to  build 
on  the  old  site,  using  the  old  foundation,  so  far  as  it  goes  and  is  found  to 
be  in  a  perfect  condition,  and  extend  the  wings  so  as  to  sufficiently  en 
large  the  capacity  of  the  building. 

It  is  the  declared  intention  of  the  building  committee  to  so  urge  on  the 
work  as  to  get  the  new  building  ready  for  use  early  in  the  spring. 

Meanwhile  a  building  21x72  feet  and  one  story  high  is  being  erected 
near  Normal  LTall  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Model  school  and  the  music 
department.  This  building,  it  is  expected,  will  be  ready  for  use  during  the 
present  week.  Few  of  our  students  have  left  us  in  consequence  of  the  fire, 
and  we  are  endeavoring,  by  extra  effort,  though  working  at  great  disadvan- 
tage, to  keep  up  the  high  standard  of  thoroughness  and  discipline  we  have 
set  in  our  school  work,  and  make  the  school  in  every  way  worthy  the  patron- 
age and  public  confidence  it  is  enjoying,  and  worthy,  also,  the  fostering 
care  this  grand  old  Commonwealth  is  extending  to  her  Normal  schools. 
Very  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

T.  L.  GRISWOLD. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  THE 

FIRST  DISTRICT. 

West  Chester,  September,  1875. 

Hon".  J.   P.  WlCHEBSHiftj 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction: 
The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  gratifying  prosperity.  All  the 
rooms  in  the  building  were  occupied  throughout  the  year  by  a  desirable 
class  of  students,  most  of  whom  were  preparing  to  teach.  In  addition  to 
the  number  of  boarders  in  the  school,  a  commodious  dwelling  was  rented 
by  the  trustees  and  filled  with  students,  while  many  more  took  boarding  in 
the  town. 

Graduates.— At  the  close  of  the  year  eighteen  young  ladies  and  gentle- 
men were  graduated  in  the  elementary  course.  At  the  examination  by  the 
State  committee  the  whole  class  was  passed  without  a  dissenting  vote. 
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The  class  just  entering  upon  the  senior  course  numbers  twenty'seven, 
and  in  advancement  in  their  studies  compares  favorably  with  either  of  our 
previous  classes. 

Course  of  Study. — During-  the  year  some  changes  were  made  in  the  order 
of  study,  and  new  features  of  interest  introduced.  A  course  of  eighteen 
lectures  upon  general  history  was  delivered  b}-  Joseph  Thomas,  LL.  D., 
and  four  lectures  by  Hon.  Washington  Townsend  upon  "  Banks  and  Bank- 
ing," and  "  Instruments  of  Credit." 

Language. — In  the  regular  course  the  study  of  English  grammar,  in  the 
preparatory  /ear,  has  been  supplanted  by  a  course  of  daily  lessons  in  com- 
position, and  theoretical  English  grammar  is  not  taught  until  senior  year, 
after  the  students  have  had  at  least  one  year's  drill  in  Latin.  The  plan 
works  well  in  practice,  and  is  believed  to  be  more  in  accordance  with  the 
true  theory  of  mental  development.  The  study  of  Latin  has  been  one  of 
the  requirements  of  the  school  since  its  organization,  and  the  only  change 
has  been  to  extend  the  time  from  one  year  to  a  year  and  a  term,  so  that 
students  receive  a  thorough  drill  in  the  grammar,  and  are  able  to  master 
the  Latin  reader,  and  two  books  of  Caesar's  commentaries.  We  believe 
that  this  course,  by  giving  prominence  to  composition,  secures  not  only 
all  the  benefits  of  the  usual  drill  in  English  grammar,  but  that  students  ac- 
quire a  much  more  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  structure  and  etymology 
of  the  English,  and  in  addition  have  a  better  command  of  its  use. 

Mathematics. — The  course  in  mathematics  embraces  a  thorough  drill  in 
arithmetic  the  first  term  (28  weeks)  of  the  preparatory  year,  one  year  in 
algebra,  beginning  with  the  second  term  of  preparatory  year,  and  one  year 
in  geometry  and  trigonometry,  beginning  with  the  second  term  of  junior 
year.  Arithmetic,  including  mental  arithmetic,  is  resumed  at  the  beginning 
of  senior  year,  and  continued  until  both  theory  and  practice  are  completely 
mastered.  This  arrangement  of  the  mathematical  course  enables  pupils  to 
complete  each  branch  in  its  proper  order.  As  arithmetic  is  more  difficult 
than  algebra  and  geometry,  and  cannot  be  fully  understood  until  after  the 
latter  are  studied,  much  time  is  saved  by  following  the  natural  order. 

Science. — Political  and  physical  geopraphy  are  studied  during  the  pre- 
paratory year,  a  comprehensive  course  in  natural  philosophy  is  completed 
the  first  term  of  junior  year,  and  theoretical  botany  with  analysis  of  plants 
is  taught  during  the  last  term  of  junior  year.  Pt^siology  is  completed  the 
first  term  of  senior  year,  thus  leaving  the  second  term  for  a  review  of  and 
more  extended  course  in  natural  philosophy  and  botany.  The  study  of  bot- 
any, now  wholly  neglected  in  the  common  schools,  is  one  of  primary  im- 
portance to  the  farming  community,  and  it  is  our  purpose  to  awaken  an  in- 
terest in  this  branch,  which  we  hope  will  extend  to  every  school  in  the  dis- 
trict.    Xot  only  should  botany  be  taught  in  all  the  common  schools,  but 


232  STATE    NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

the  elements  of  natural  science  generally  should  be  a  part  of  the  common' 
school  studies.  If  there  is  not  time  to  pursue  them  regularly  they  could 
be  taught  as  "object  lessons"  at  the  time  set  apart  for  general  exercises. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  such  knowledge  would  be  of  much  more 
practical  importance  than  much  of  the  instruction  now  imparted,  as  the 
utter  lack  of  knowledge  concerning  plants,  birds,  insects,  &c,  in  their  re- 
lations to  man,  is  a  fruitful  source  of  error. 

The  Normal  school  is  the  place  to  inaugurate  the  remedy  for  this  defect 
and  it  is  our  purpose  so  to  arrauge  the  course  of  study  as  to  enable  our 
students  to  acquire  at  least  the  rudiments  of  these  branches. 

Drawing. — The  course  of  instruction  in  drawing  extends  through  three 
years,  and  is  taught  as  regularly  as  writing.  The  time  is  no  doubt  near  at 
hand  when  this  branch  will  be  required  by  law  in  all  the  public  schools  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Special  Teachers'  Course. — As  a  majority  of  our  students  desire  to  com- 
mence teaching  before  completing  the  elementary  course,  we  have  each 
term  a  full  course  in  all  the  common  branches,  thus  enabling  students  to 
prepare  to  teach  the  branches  required  by  law  to  be  taught  in  the  public 
schools,  without  taking  a  course  sufficiently  extended  to  obtain  a  Normal 
diploma. 

College  Preparatory  Department  and  Model  School. — Both  of  these  depart- 
ments continue  to  prosper  and  increase  in  usefulness.  The  model  school  is 
always  full  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  the  classical  department  is  consider- 
ably in  advance  of  last  year.  The  course  of  study  is  similar  in  extent  and 
thoroughness  to  the  best  preparatory  schools  of  the  country. 

Lectures. — The  course  of  lectures  in  the  town  are  largely  attended  by 
our  students  and  are  a  source  of  considerable  culture,  as  they  are  thereby 
enabled  to  hear  some  of  the  best  platform  speakers  in  the  country. 

Grounds. — Since  my  last  report  the  grounds  have  been  graded  and  an 
avenue  laid  out,  extending  from  the  rear  of  the  building  to  Church  street. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  trustees  to  plant  trees  on  each  side  of  it,'so  that  in 
time  this  will  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  grounds.  A  pavement  has 
been  laid  in  front  of  the  building,  and  new  granite  steps  have  taken  the 
place  of  the  wooden  ones  formerly  in  use. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  another  year  of  progress,  not 
only  in  the  material  surroundings  of  the  school,  but  in  the  large  attendance- 
and  the  quality  of  the  work  done,  as  the  school  sent  out  at  the  close  of  the 
last  term  a  larger  number  and  a  better  prepared  body  of  teachers  than  ever 
before,  the  effect  of  which,  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  district,  is  al- 
ready felt  in  many  localities. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE  L   MARIS. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  THE 
SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

Shippensburg,  September  22,  1875. 

HOX.  J.  P.   WlCKERSHAM, 

State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  : 

As  it  is  less  than  one  month  since  I  was  formally  inaugurated  and  placed 
at  the  head  of  this  institution,  it  is  not  possible,  nor  will  it  be  expected  that 
I  should  attempt  to  give  you  the  history  of  the  past  year. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  owing  to  causes  which  have  ceased  to  exist,  the 
lookout  for  the  present  year  was  not  regarded  as  encouraging,  but  I  am 
happy  to  report  that  the  present  session  has  opened  better  than  was  anti- 
cipated. We  have  considerably  over  one  hundred  students  at  present, 
most  of  whom  are  in  the  Normal  department,  and  many  more  have  written 
to  us  and  are  expected  shortly.  A  large  proportion  of  those  present  are 
bright,  intelligent  young  people,  and  seemingly  very  earnest  in  their  efforts 
to  secure  that  knowledge  which  will  fit  them  for  future  usefulness.  Indeed 
the  good  order  and  manifest  industry  characteristic  of  the  present  session, 
has  given  us  all  unbounded  satisfaction. 

We  have  now  a  full  corps  of  instructors,  the  board  having  elected  Miss 
Lillie  M'Millen,  in  place  of  Miss  Delia  T.  Smith,  who  had  resigned.  Miss 
M'Millen  is  a  graduate  of  Vassar  and  has  a  most  excellent  record  as  a 
teacher,  and  will,  we  think,  fulfill  all  reasonable  expectations  in  regard  to 
her  department. 

Judging  from  what  I  have  seen  of  the  ability,  earnestness  and,  indeed, 
enthusiasm  of  the  several  professors,  I  think  this  institution  has  been  singu- 
larly fortunate  in  this  regard.  Each  one  seems  peculiarly  strong  and  en- 
thusiastic in  his  own  department  and  makes  it  a  specialty  in  the  highest 
and  best  sense  of  that  term. 

Our  course  of  study  is  about  to  be  somewhat  extended  with  a  view  of 
meeting  the  pressing  wants  of  the  community  in  which  our  institution  is 
located,  and  at  the  same  time  increase  the  revenue,  so  as  more  fully  to 
meet  the  necessary  running  expenses.  To  this  end  increased  facilities  will 
be  given  to  those  who  do  not  expect  to  become  professional  teachers,  to  pre- 
pare for  the  ordinary  business  of  life.  In  addition  to  a  full  course  of  study 
in  connection  with  book-keeping,  we  hope  to  make  arrangements  for  a  course 
of  lectures  on  the  more  important  principles  of  ordinary  commercial  law 
and  the  rights  of  property,  all  of  which  will  be  invaluable  to  the  profes- 
sional school  teacher  as  well  as  business  mon. 

We  also  propose  to  give  a  thorough  course  of  instruction  in  the  Latin 
and  Greek  languages  to  those  who  desire  it  preparatory  to  entering  college. 
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The  necessity  for  this  arrangement,  aside  from  its  manifest  utility,  is  that 
whilst  it  will  not  involve  one  cent  of  additional  outlay  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  it  will  tend  to  fill  up  our  magnificent  building  aud  give  our  instruc- 
tors full  employment  during  the  winter  season,  when  a  large  proportion  of 
our  Normal  pupils  are  out  in  the  field  at  work. 

You  are,  no  doubt,  aware  that  the  heating  arrangements  in  our  building 
have  not,  heretofore,  been  altogether  satisfactory.  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
additional  facilities  for  heating  purposes  have  been  secured,  so  there  need 
be  no  fear  in  this  regard  in  the  future.  We  think  that  every  part  of  the 
building  can  now  be  made  entirely  comfortable  during  the  coldest  weather. 

We  are  also  engaged  in  grading  and  leveling  the  grounds  in  connection 
with  the  institution,  preparatory  to  having  them  enclosed  with  a  good  sub- 
stantial fence.  That  this  had  not  been  done  long  ago,  is  to  be  regretted  for 
the  reason,  that  as  yet  no  trees  or  shrubbery  have  been  planted,  giving  to 
the  grounds  a  barren  and  uncared  for  appearance.  We  hope  now,  how- 
ever, to  have  the  grounds  put  in  good  condition  and  adorned  in  such  a  way 
as  to  promote,  not  only  the  comfort,  but  educate  the  aesthetic  taste  of  our 
pupils. 

We  would  say,  in  conclusion,  that  of  the  381  who  were  in  attendance 
during  last  year,  (twenty-five  of  whom  graduated,)  it  is  known  that  not 
less  than  170  are  in  active  service  as  teachers,  some  of  them  filling  posi- 
tions of  great  honor  and  usefulness.  This  fact  certainly  speaks  well  for  the 
past  history  of  the  institution  and  the  general  acceptability  of  those  who 
have  been  under  its  tuition. 

I.  N.  HAYS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  THE 

TENTH  DISTRICT. 

Sagamore,  AVashington  Co.,  Pa.,      ) 
September,  1875.  j 

Hon  J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction : 

Dear  Sir  : — My  report  last  year,  which  was  also  the  first  since  our  recog- 
nition, was  made  so  soon  after  that  event,  that,  practically,  this  will  stand 
first  in  rendering  any  satisfactory  account  of  things  under  the  new  auspices. 
I  am  glad  to  say  it  has  been  a  prosperous  year.  Also,  it  has  been  a  trying 
one.  It  has  been  prosperous  in  the  better  organization  we  have  been  able 
to  effect  in  the  different  departments  and  relationships  of  the  school. 

The  household  department  has  been  increased  in  efficiency  and  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  a  good  administration. 

The  corps  of  instructors  has  been  happily  augmented 
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The  students  have  increased  in  numbers  and  in  average  capacity.  More 
of  them  than  fomerly  are  intent  on  higher  studies  than  the  mere  common 
branches.  There  is  a  happily  growing  susceptibility  to  the  spirit  of  culture. 
There  is  a  better  apprehension  of  what  culture  means,  that  it  is  not  some- 
thing to  be  imparted  or  to  be  pursued  singly  and  to  be  acquired  as  we  would 
acquire  the  knowledge  of  arithmetic,  but  rather  that  it  is  a  spirit  that  comes 
to  possess  and  characterize  us,  as  we  search  for  and  deal  with  the  principles 
of  things  ;  as  we  commune  with  great  ideas,  seek  converse  with  the  Muse  of 
History,  get  drawn  out  of  ourselves  and  out  of  the  narrowness  of  class  and 
particular  opinions,  into  higher  and  wider'  contacts  and  into  vision  of  the 
divine  and  universal  things  that  outreach  and  oversweep  the  contracted 
orbits  in  which  we  move. 

The  literary  societies  have  become  centres  of  enthusiasm  with  the  stu- 
dents and  are  fertile  of  literary  activity. 

A  revival  of  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  school  has  taken  place  among  the  stu- 
dents and  promises  excellent  results. 

A  teacher  of  reading  and  elocution  has  been  employed  who  has  given 
that  department  full  measure  of  success. 

The  department  of  drawing  has  been  organized  with  very  beneficial  re- 
sults. Not  only  a  transient  but  permanent  interest  in  this  branch  has  mani- 
fested itself,  especially  among  the  students  preparing  to  teach. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  higher  professional  spirit  in  the  ranks  of 
our  students.  The  office  of  teacher  is  getting  magnified  in  their  eyes  more 
and  more.  They  aim  at  better  preparation  for  its  duties.  Many  more  are 
anxious  to  graduate.     This  is  only  as  it  should  be. 

I  should  have  added  above  that  during  this  summer  very  much  has  been 
done  by  planting  ornamental  trees  and  shrubbery,  as  well  as  by  the  culti- 
vation of  flowers  to  make  the  school  attractive  as  a  home.  Its  beautiful 
influence  upon  the  students  has  been  abundantly  manifest. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  past  year  have  been  augmented  by  the  in- 
crease of  teachers  and  by  other  things,  but  the  income  has  fully  kept  pace — 
it  has  done  more.  During  the  former  part  of  the  year  the  household  de- 
partment ran  behind,  but  since  last  spring  it  is  doing  very  well. 

We  have  graduated  our  first  class.  It  was  small  in  numbers  but  large 
in  excellence  of  qualification.  I  was  more  anxious  to  have  a  class  gradu- 
ate than  I  was  as  to  its  numbers.  The  class  would  have  been  large,  how- 
ever, if  the  school  had  been  able  to  reach  State  recognition  a  year  or  so 
earlier.  Some  that  were  waiting  to  graduate  here,  at  last  went  to  other 
schools,  while  some  turned  into  other  channels. 

I  said  above  it  was  a  trying  year.  It  has  been  so  in  particular  on  the 
material  side  of  the  institution.  The  new  building,  undertaken  last  year, 
under  the  assured  expectation  of  receiving  a  much  larger  portion  of  the 
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State  appropriation  than  the  authorities  afterwards  found  themselves  able 
to  give  this  school,  involved  our  trustees  in  very  serious  embarrassments. 
Debts  were  contracted  in  view  of  anticipated  resources  which  failed  them. 
I  need  not  say  how  the  unrelenting  pressure  of  the  times  made  this  still  the 
more  difficult.  The  building  has  had  to  stand,  as  it  still  does,  incomplete. 
It  has  the  roof  on. 

The  financial  straits  of  the  institution,  in  its  building  operations,  have 
worked  very  materially  against  our  scholastic  success.  The' fact  of  embar- 
rassment in  that  respect  has  naturally  seemed  to  argue  against  the  efficiency 
of  the  school  in  the  work  of  teaching.  And  I  would  not  say  that  it  has  not 
so  operated,  but  not  in  any  vital  way,  not  to  any  considerable  extent  as  has 
been  claimed  by  those  who  are  not  friends  of  the  school.  It  has  been  a 
matter  of  care  with  the  trustees  to  keep  the  material  side  of  the  institution 
separate  from  the  scholastic  and  household  departments,  so  that  the  proper 
school  work  might  suffer  no  detriment.  And  all  the  facts  support  the  state- 
ment that  through  all  our  adversities  the  work  of  our  school  has  been  surely 
and  continually  growing  in  public  recognition.  In  order  to  a  full  appre- 
ciation of  this  institution  we  need  a  better  understanding,  generally,  among 
the  people,  of  the  proper  function  of  the  State  Normal  school  work,  of  the 
special  purpose  and  wide  need  of  these  institutions.  As  this  comes  to  pass, 
jealousies,  which  still  exist  against  these  schools,  will  give  place  to  another 
spirit  that  will  rise  up  to  help  them. 

Of  the  many  things  we  yet  need  I  will  not  undertake  to  speak  in  particu- 
lar. Financial  help  we  must  have.  When  that  is  given  all  other  things 
will  be  added. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself, 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  L.  EIIRENFELD. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL  OF  THE 

NINTH  DISTRICT. 

Indiana,  September  15,  1875. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Wickbrsham, 

State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  State  Normal 
school  of  the  Ninth  district,  for  the  school  year  ending  September  5,  1875. 

This  is  our  first  report,  and  it  applies  to  a  very  small  portion  of  a  single 
year.  Less  than  four  months  have  elapsed  since  the  public  recognition  of 
this  institution  by  the  proper  authorities,  as  one  of  the  Normal  schools  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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The  occasion  was  one  of  deep  interest  to  the  many  friends  of  the  enter- 
prise in  this  section  of  the  State.  A  thousand  persons  were  gathered  in 
the  chapel,  at  two  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  May  9th,  to  hear  the  report  of 
the  committee,  and  to  listen  to  their  words  of  approval  and  congratulation. 

The  proceedings  upon  that  occason  are  matters  of  record,  and  have  al- 
ready gone  upon  the  pages  of  the  Stale  Journal. 

The  building  is  constructed  so  as  to  be  unusually  well-lighted' and  venti- 
lated 

Fifteen  thousand  dollars  have  been  expended  in  providing  facilities  for 
warming  the  building  by  steam,  and  several  thousand  more  in  furnishing 
it  with  pure  water  and  the  best  gas. 

A  chapel  seating  a  thousand  persons  ;  a  dining  room,  four  hundred  ;  a 
model  school  room,  two  hundred  ;  two  lecture  rooms  with  seats  for  a  hun- 
dred each  ;  twelve  recitation  rooms,  each  seating  from  thirty  to  eighty  ; 
public  parlors  ;  reception  room,  reading  room,  library  room  ;  twenty  bath- 
ing rooms  ;  working  apartments  for  chemical  students.  These  are  among 
the  material  facilities  which  have  been  provided  in  the  building. 

The  following  is  the  board  of  instruction  now  in  actual  service  : 

Edmund  B.  Fairfield,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  principal,  and  professor  of  mental, 
moral  and  political  science,  and  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  teaching  ; 
Hiram  Collier,  A.  M.,  professor  of  chemistry  and  physics;  Joseph  H. 
Young,  A.  M.,  professor  of  Latin  and  German  languages  ;  Thomas  J.  Chap- 
man, 4..  M.,  professor  of  English  grammar  and  literature  ;  David  W.  Sen- 
senig,  M.  S.,  professor  of  mathematics;  A.  Henry  Berlin,  M.  S.,  superin- 
tendent of  model  school  and  professor  of  rhetoric  ;  Andrew  J.  Bolar,  A. 
M.,  professor  of  mathematics  and  English  literature.  Miss  Jane  E.  Leon- 
ard, preceptress,  teacher  of  history  and  geography  ;  Mrs.  Anna  M  Sen- 
6enig,  teacher  in  the  English  branches;  Miss  Grace  A.  Oviatt,  teacher  of 
penmanship,  free  hand  drawing  and  book-keeping  ;  Mrs.  M.  S.  Berlin, 
teacher  of  vocal  music  ;  Miss  Maggie  Lichteberger,  teacher  of  instrumen- 
tal music. 

Other  departments  will  be  filled  as  occassion  may  demand. 

The  attendance  during  a  first  preliminary  term  of  ten  weeks  was  148  in 
the  Normal  school,  and  80  in  the  model  school ;  and  very  commendable  in- 
terest was  manifested  by  all  classes  and  obvious  improvement  by  nearly 
every  pupil. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  number  of  the  teachers,  and  the  departments  as- 
signed them,  that  we  propose  thorough  work,  and  have  provided  sufficient 
force  to  do  it  well. 

The  rooms  for  accommodating  the  department  of  chemistry  and  physics 
are  admirably  adapted  to  the  this  purpose,  and  are  now  being  furnished 
with  an  ample  supply  of  the  newest  and  most  approved  apparatus. 
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Of  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  various  members  of  the  faculty, 
it  scarcely  becomes  me  to  speak.  The  high  reputation  which  they  have 
made  for  themselves  in  other  institutions  of  learning  is  ample  assurance  of 
their  success  in  this. 

With  a  location  in  the  midst  of  a  beautiful  and  healthful  country,  and 
surrounded  by  a  community  in  full  sympathy  with  our  educational  work, 
bat  above  all  relying  upon  the  favor  of  Divine  Providence,  we  have  high 
hopes  of  the  future  which  opens  before  us. 

If  any  man  or  woman  needs  thorough  mental  discipline,  accurate  knowl- 
edge, large  culture,  well  balanced  faculties,  a  symmetrical  character,  high- 
toned  christian  morals — in  a  word,  the  completest  and  noblest  manhood  or 
woman-hood — it  is  the  teacher,  who  is  called  to  the  responsible  work  of  edu- 
cating others.  To  inspire  our  pupils  to  attain  this  ideal  will  be  our  constant 
aim  and  effort.  We  must  leave  the  future  to  testify  to  the  degree  of  our 
success.  "  Let  not  him  that  putteth  on  the  harness  boast  as  he  that  putteth 
it  off." 

Very  respectfully, 

EDMUND  B.  FAIRFIELD. 
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gencies, fees  of  collect- 
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DELAWARE  COUNTY 
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building,    purchasing,    s2  :i§S  :8  :    § 
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■*«    Liabilities. 


Resources. 


Total  expenditures. 


Paid  for  fuel  and  contin- 
gencies, fees  of  collec- 
tors, Ac,  and  all  other 
expenses 
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Paid  for  teachers'  wages 


Cost  of  school  houses, 
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DISTRICTS  UNPAID, 

Because  then  have  failed  to  forward  to  the  Department  either  their  certifi- 
cates or  annual  reports,  or  both,  for  1875. 

Allegheny  county,  West  Elizabeth *179  49 

Do Pittsburg 32,467  76 

Beavor  county,  Neals,  (Ind. ) '. J5  81 

Bedford  county,  St.  Clairsville  38  13 

Butler  county,  Petrolia .   409  20 

( Uearfield  county,  Houtzdale 280  80 

<  Jlarion  count}-,  Highland 118  11 

Do Knox,  (Ind.) 21  39 

Do Mt.  Pleasant,  (Ind.) 30  69 

Clinton  county,  Keating 147  87 

Do Jones 11  1(3 

Crawford  count}7,  Edson 19  53 

Elk  county,  Highland 13  02 

Forest  county,  Howe 39  99 

Do Tionesta 68  82 

Huntingdon  county,  ( 'arbon 289  23 

Jefferson  county,  Barnett 83  70 

Lebanon  county,  Cold  Spring 9  30 

Luzerne  county,  North  Abington 380  37 

Do Bear  Creek 26  04 

Do Fell 1 1 0  67 

Do Franklin 152  52 

Do Jenkins 542  19 

Lycoming  county,  Armstrong 358  i)5 

Do Cascade 15fi  24 

Do Jackson 120  90 

Do Watson 59  53 

M'Kean  count}',  Corydon 156  24 

Mifflin  county,  Brown 223  20 

Do Derry 227     5 

Monroe  county,  Tunkhannock 7fi     6 

Montour  county,  Limestone 16!   -2 

Montgomery  county,  New  Hanover 2S  .   J2 

Potter  county,  Keating 27  90 

Do Summit 42  78 

Sullivan  county,  North  Mountain,  (Ind.) M  88 

Wayne  county,  Wayne 127  41 

Tioga  county,  Duncan 2:'. '  50 

22  School  Rep. 
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DISTRICTS 

Whose  appropriation  is  withheld  for  consideration. 

<  linion  county,  Barton,  (Ind.) <>  ">i 

Lycoming  county,  Watson,  (Ind. ) 11  16 

Monroe  count}',  Price 61  38 

Montgomery  count}',  West  ( 'onshokockeri '.  265  05> 

Potter  county,  Hector 1".,'}  4-". 

Wayne  county,  Buckingham 299  40 

Westmoreland  county,  Youngstown Si;  4i- 

York  count}-,  Windsor 473  37 

Tioga  county,  Morris 116  25 


COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS  NOW  IX  COMMISSION'. 


POST   OFFICE, 


No.  Of 

Schools. 


Adams 

Allegheny 

Armstrong 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler 

<  lambria 

Cameron 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

«  learrield 

Clinton 

Columbia 

Crawford 

Cumberland 

Dauphin 

Delaware 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette 

Forest  

Franklin 

Fulton 

Greene , 

Huntingdon 

Indiana 

Jefferson 

Juniata 

Lancaster 

Lawrence 

Lebanon  

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

M'Kean 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Montour 

Northampton 
Northumberland, 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna 

Tioga. 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Westmoreland . . . 

Wyoming 

York ....;.. 


Aaron  Sheely 

James  Dickson. 

A.  1).  Glenn 

Dent.  Franklin 

J.  W.  Hughes 

Samuel  Baer 

John  H.  Stephens  . . . 
Austin  A.  Keeney. . . 
Hugh  B.  Eastburn. . . 

J.  B.  Matthews 

1 1  art  man  Berg 

N.  H.  Schenck 

R.  F.  Hofford 

Henry  Meyer 

Hiram  F.  Pierce 

A.  J.  Davis 

J.  A .  Gregory 

Martin  W.  Herr 

Wm.  H.  Snyder 

Jas.  C.  Graham 

D.E.  Kast 

D.  H.  E.  La  Ross  .... 
James  W.  Baker  .... 
Geo.  R.  Dixon 

C.  C.  Taylor 

William  H.  Cooke. . . 

H.  S.  Brockway 

Samuel  H.  Eaby 

H.  H.  Wopdal....... 

Andrew  F.  Silvens.. 

R.  M.  M'Nc-al 

Samuel  Wolf j 

G.  A.  Blose ' 

John  M.  Garman i 

B.  F.  Shaub j 

William  N.  Aiken. . . . ; 
Wm.  B.  Bodenhorn  . . 

James  O.  Knauss : 

Wm.  A.  Campbell. 

Thomas  F.  Gahan 

W.  H.  Curtis 

J.  M.  Dight 

Wm.  C.  Gardner i 

B.  F.  Morey 

Abel  Rambo j 

William  Henry : 

Benj.  F.  Raesly, i 

II.  H.  Bartholomew  . . 

Silas  Wright | 

John  Lavton ! 

J.  W.  Allen I 

Jesse  Newlin j 

William  Noetling 

J.  B.  Whipkey  ., j 

Edwin  A.  Strong I 

William  C.  Tilden. ...  I 
Miss  Sarah  R.  Lewis. . ! 

A.  S.  Burrows ' 

S.  H.  Prather 

Byron  Sutherland. . . .  j 
A.  J.  Burlington I 

D.  G.  Allen j 

James  Silliman 

Charles  M.  Lee | 

William  H.  Kain 


* Settysburg 

Allegheny  City < 

Kittanning 

New  Brighton | 

Everett 

Kutztown ; 

Martinsburg j 

Towanda 

New  Hope 

Whitestown 

Ebensburg I 

Emporium 

Lehighton I 

Rebersburg 

West  Chester 

Rimersburg 

Clearfield. 

Salona 

Orangeville 

Meadville 

Mechanicsburg 

Hummelstown 

Media 

Ridgway 

Waterford 

Uniontown 

Tionesta 

Green  Castle 

M'Connellsburg 

Spraggs 

Three  Springs 

Indiana 

Hamilton 

Patterson 

Lancaster 

New  Castle 

Annville 

Allentowm 

Shickshinny 

Montoursville 

Smethport 

Sandy  Lake , 

Belleville 

Stroudsburg 

Trappe 

Pottsgrove,  North'kl  co 

Mount  Bethel 

Elysburg , 

Millerstown , 

Dingman's  Ferry 

Couaersport . . . . 

Port  Carbon 

Selinsgrove 

Glade" , 

Dushore 

Montrose 

Westfield 

Miffiinburg 

Sunville 

Warren 

Washington 

Prompton 

Ruff's  Dale 

ISouth  Eaton 

Y'"-k_ I 


S 


n;:i 

•31,000  00 

375 

2,000  00 

256 

1,200  00 

180 

1,200  00 

223 

1,000  00 

422 

1,800  00 

149 

1,000  00 

390j 

1,000  00 

274 

1,500  00 

2:57 

1,000  00 

262i 

1,000  oo 

36 

800  00 

126 

1,200  00 

210 

1,000  00 

349* 

1 , 500  00 

194 

1,100  00 

193 

1,000  00 

119 

1,000  oo 

179 

1,200  00 

368i 

1,350  00 

229 

1,000  00 

208.', 

800  00 

105 

1,600  00 

55 

1,000  00 

297 

1,000  00 

2:57; 

1,000  00 

41 

•500  00 

25-1 

1,000  00 

00 

1,000  On 

185 

750  00 

215 

1,000  00 

24;; 

1,000  00 

150 

1,000  00 

103 

800  00 

52:  > 

1,700  00 

150 

1,200  00 

191 

1,000  oo 

230 

1,300  00 

501 

2, 000  00 

224 

1,800  00 

95 

1,000  oo 

201 

1,500  OO 

105 

80.0  00 

130 

1,000  00 

281 

1,200  00 

78 

700  00 

242', 

1,200  00 

220 

800  00 

181 

700  00 

54 

800  00 

120 

S00  00 

422 

2, 250  00 

109 

500  00 

217 \ 

1,000  00 

63 

800  00 

288 

1,200  00 

279 

1,250  0o 

84i 

900  00 

207 

1,200  00 

182 

1,000  00 

293 

1,000  00 

200 

1,200  00 

342i 

1,500  00 

105 

800  00 

362 

1,200  00 
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CM  TV    AND    BOR- 
OUGH. 

NAMK. 

POST    OF  KICK. 

No.  of 

Schools. 

Salary. 

John  Davis 

,. 

170 
58 
37 

ir- 
is 
19 

(57 
62 

21 

38 

50 
128 
58 
17 
24 
54 
40 

$2,000  Of 
1,350  00 
1, 000  0« 

300  oo 

1,400  09 

ll.  K.  Buehrle 

D.  s.  Keith. 

Matthew  G.  Neary. . . . 

i>.  t ;.  A lncs. 

Columbia 

A'.  G.  Curtis 

2,000  00 

W.  W.  Cottinghatn. . . 

Easton 

Erie 

1  [arrisburg 

Hyde  Park 

Lock   Haven 

1,700  00 

I  Jiie 

■ 
1,500  00 

300  oe 

900  00 

Jeremiah  E.  Hawker. 
John    Etobb 

Meadville 

Joseph  K.  <  rotwals  . . . 

i i , ■< >.  ,i.  Luokey 

Benj.  F.  Patterson. . . . 

Thomas  Severn 

Joseph  Roney 

G.  W.  Bartch 

Samuel  Transeau 

Meadville 

Norristpwn 

1,500  00 
1,500  Of 

Pittsburg 

Pottsville . . 

Pottsville 

3,000  Of 
1,800  oo 

Reading .. 

Scranton 

Titusville 

1,200  (K) 

Scran  ton 

2, 000  00 

Titusville . . 

1,500  08 

1,800  00 

Williamsport  .... 

Williamsport 

York 

1,200  00 
I.SiKt  0* 

Pc2l< 


hmrt' 


^'50 


